Oreb and Zeeb
Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord. So the Lord delivered them
into the hand of Midian for seven years, and the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel.
Because of the Midianites, the children of Israel made for themselves the dens, the
caves, and the strongholds which are in the mountains. So it was, whenever Israel had
sown, Midianites would come up; also Amalekites and the people of the East would come
up against them. Then they would encamp against them and destroy the produce of the
earth as far as Gaza, and leave no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep nor ox nor
donkey. For they would come up with their livestock and their tents, coming in as
numerous as locusts; both they and their camels were without number; and they would
enter the land to destroy it. So Israel was greatly impoverished because of the
Midianites, and the children of Israel cried out to the Lord. (Jud 6:1-6)
And the men of Israel gathered together from Naphtali, Asher, and all Manasseh, and
pursued the Midianites. Then Gideon sent messengers throughout all the mountains of
Ephraim, saying, “Come down against the Midianites, and seize from them the watering
places as far as Beth Barah and the Jordan.” Then all the men of Ephraim gathered
together and seized the watering places as far as Beth Barah and the Jordan. And they
captured two princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed Oreb at the rock of
Oreb, and Zeeb they killed at the winepress of Zeeb. They pursued Midian and brought
the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the other side of the Jordan. (Jud 7:23-25)
The Hebrew word for ‘Oreb’ (6158) means raven, and the Hebrew word for ‘Zeeb’ (2061)
means wolf / jackal / hyena. Zeeb begins with the seventh letter ‘Z‚yin’, which represents the
number seven. The rock of Oreb, speaks to me of the ‘Day of Crucifixion’ of Jesus Christ; and
the winepress of Zeeb, reminds me of the future ‘Day of Judgement’ of all Creation. (leigh)
Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth hour. And he said
to the Jews, “Behold your King!” But they cried out, “Away with Him, away with Him!
Crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests
answered, “We have no king but Caesar!” Then he delivered Him to be crucified. Then
they took Jesus and led Him away. And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called
the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, where they crucified Him, and
two others with Him, one on either side, and Jesus in the center. (Joh 19:14-18)

Wolf
“Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he
shall divide the spoil.” (Gen 49:27)
O Lord, are not Your eyes on the truth? You have stricken them, but they have not
grieved; You have consumed them, but they have refused to receive correction. They
have made their faces harder than rock; they have refused to return. Therefore I said,
“Surely these are poor. They are foolish; for they do not know the way of the Lord, the
judgment of their God. I will go to the great men and speak to them, for they have
known the way of the Lord, the judgment of their God.” But these have altogether
broken the yoke and burst the bonds. Therefore a lion from the forest shall slay them,
a wolf of the deserts shall destroy them; a leopard will watch over their cities. Everyone
who goes out from there shall be torn in pieces, because their transgressions are many;
their backslidings have increased. (Jer 5:3-6)
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And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Son of man, say to her (! Israel) :
‘You are a land that is not cleansed or rained on in the day of indignation.’ The
conspiracy of her prophets in her midst is like a roaring lion tearing the prey; they have
devoured people; they have taken treasure and precious things; they have made many
widows in her midst. Her priests have violated My law and profaned My holy things; they
have not distinguished between the holy and unholy, nor have they made known the
difference between the unclean and the clean; and they have hidden their eyes from My
Sabbaths, so that I am profaned among them. Her princes in her midst are like wolves
tearing the prey, to shed blood, to destroy people, and to get dishonest gain. Her
prophets plastered them with untempered mortar, seeing false visions, and diving lies
for them, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord God,’ when the Lord had not spoken. The people of
the land have used oppressions, committed robbery, and mistreated the poor and needy;
and they wrongfully oppress the stranger. So I sought for a man among them who would
make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not
destroy it; but I found no one. Therefore I have poured out My indignation on them;
I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; and I have recompensed their deeds
on their own heads,” says the Lord God. (Eze 22:23-31)
“Look among the nations and watch – be utterly astounded! For I will work a work in your
days which you would not believe, though it were told you. For indeed I am raising up the
Chaldeans, a bitter and hasty nation which marches through the breadth of the earth, to
possess dwelling places that are not theirs. They are terrible and dreadful; their
judgment and their dignity proceed from themselves. Their horses also are swifter than
leopards, and more fierce than evening wolves. Their chargers charge ahead; their
cavalry come from afar; they fly as the eagle that hastens to eat. They all come for
violence; their faces are set like the east wind. They gather captives like sand. They
scoff at kings, and princes are scorned by them. They deride every stronghold, for they
heap up earthen mounds and seize it. Then his mind changes, and he transgresses; he
commits offense, ascribing this power to his god.” Are You not from everlasting, O Lord
my God, my Holy One? We shall not die. O Lord, You have appointed them for judgment;
O Rock, You have marked them for correction. (Hab 1:5-12)
Woe to her (! Jerusalem) who is rebellious and polluted, to the oppressing city!
She has not obeyed His voice, she has not received correction; she has not trusted in
the Lord, she has not drawn near to her God. Her princes in her midst are roaring lions;
her judges are evening wolves that leave not a bone till morning. Her prophets are
insolent, treacherous people; her priests have polluted the sanctuary, they have done
violence to the law. The Lord is righteous in her midst, He will do no unrighteousness.
Every morning He brings His justice to light; He never fails, but the unjust knows no
shame. (Zep 3:1-5)
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are
ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from
thornbushes or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad
tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good
fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
Therefore by their fruits you will know them.” (Mat 7:15-20)
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“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents
and harmless as doves. But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to councils and
scourge you in their synagogues. You will be brought before governors and kings for My
sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, do not
worry about how or what you should speak. For it will be given to you in that hour what
you should speak; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in
you.” (Mat 10:16-20)
Then He said to them, “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore
pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. Go your way; behold,
I send you out as lambs among wolves.” (Luk 10:2-3)
Then Jesus said to them again, “Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the
sheep. All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear
them. I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and
find pasture. The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have
come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. I am the good
shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. But a hireling, he who is not
the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the
sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. The hireling flees
because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep. I am the good shepherd; and
I know My sheep, and am known by My own. As the Father knows Me, even so I know the
Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. And other sheep I have which are not of
this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock
and one shepherd. Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may
take it again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it
down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have received from My Father.”
(Joh 10:7-18)
“Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own
blood. For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you,
not sparing the flock. Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse
things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. Therefore watch, and remember
that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. So now,
brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you
up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” (Act 20:28-32)

Raven
So it came to pass, at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark
which he had made. Then he sent out a raven, which kept going to and fro until the
waters had dried up from the earth. (Gen 8:6-7)
“All clean birds you may eat. But these you shall not eat: the eagle, the vulture, the
buzzard, the red kite, the falcon, and the kite after their kinds; every raven after its
kind; the ostrich, the short-eared owl, the sea gull, and the hawk after their kinds; the
little owl, the screech owl, the white owl, the jackdaw, the carrion vulture, the fisher
owl, the stork, the heron after its kind, and the hoopoe and the bat. Also every creeping
thing that flies is unclean for you; they may not be eaten.” (Deu 14:11-19 and Lev 13-19)
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And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord God of
Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at
my word.” Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “Get away from here and turn
eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan. And it will be that
you shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” So
he went and did according to the word of the Lord, for he went and stayed by the Brook
Cherith, which flows into the Jordan. The ravens brought him bread and meat in the
morning, and bread and meat in the evening; and he drank from the brook. And it
happened after a while that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the
land. (1Ki 17:1-7) (! note Gen 8:7 above)
Who provides food for the raven, when its young ones cry to God, and wander about for
lack of food? (Job 38:41)
Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; sing praises on the harp to our God, who covers the
heavens with clouds, who prepares rain for the earth, who makes grass to grow on the
mountains. He gives to the beast its food, and to the young ravens that cry. He does not
delight in the strength of the horse; He takes no pleasure in the legs of a man. The Lord
takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who hope in His mercy. (Psa 147:7-11)
The eye that mocks his father, and scorns obedience to his mother, the ravens of the
valley will pick it out, and the young eagles will eat it. (Pro 30:17)
My beloved is white and ruddy, Chief among ten thousand. His head is like the finest
gold; His locks are wavy, and black as a raven. His eyes are like doves by the rivers of
waters, washed with milk, and fitly set. His cheeks are like a bed of spices, banks of
scented herbs. His lips are lilies, dripping liquid myrrh. His hands are rods of gold set
with beryl. His body is carved ivory inlaid with sapphires. His legs are pillars of marble
set on bases of fine gold. His countenance is like Lebanon, excellent as the cedars. His
mouth is most sweet, yes, he is altogether lovely. This is my beloved, and this is my
friend, O daughters of Jerusalem!
Where has your beloved gone, O fairest among women?
Where has your beloved turned aside, that we may seek him with you?
My beloved has gone to his garden, to the beds of spices, to feed his flock in the
gardens, and to gather lilies. I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine. He feeds his
flock among the lilies. (Son 5:10-6:3)
Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, “Behold,
the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, to execute judgment on all, to convict
all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in
an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against
Him.” (Jue 14-15)
Come near, you nations, to hear; and heed, you people! Let the earth hear, and all that is
in it, the world and all things that come forth from it. For the indignation of the Lord is
against all nations, and His fury against all their armies; He has utterly destroyed them,
He has given them over to the slaughter. Also their slain shall be thrown out; their
stench shall rise from their corpses, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood.
All the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled up like a scroll;
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all their host shall fall down as the leaf falls from the vine, and as fruit falling from a
fig tree. (Isa 34:1-4)
For it is the day of the Lord’s vengeance, the year of recompense for the cause of Zion.
Its streams shall be turned into pitch, and its dust into brimstone; its land shall become
burning pitch. It shall not be quenched night or day; its smoke shall ascend forever.
From generation to generation it shall lie waste; no one shall pass through it forever and
ever. But the pelican and the porcupine shall possess it, also the owl and the raven shall
dwell in it. And He shall stretch out over it the line of confusion and the stones of
emptiness. (Isa 34:8-11)
“Remember this, and show yourselves men; recall to mind, O you transgressors.
Remember the former things of old, for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and
there is none like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times
things that are not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My
pleasure,’ calling a bird of prey from the east, the man who executes My counsel, from a
far country. Indeed I have spoken it; I will bring it to pass. I have purposed it; I will also
do it. Listen to Me, you stubborn-hearted, who are far from righteousness: I will bring
My righteousness near, it shall not be far off; My salvation shall not linger. And I will
place salvation in Zion, for Israel My glory.” (Isa 46:8-13)
Then He said to His disciples, “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life,
what you will eat; nor about the body, what you will put on. Life is more than food, and
the body is more than clothing. Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap,
which have neither storehouse nor barn; and God feeds them. Of how much more value
are you than the birds? And which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?
If you then are not able to do the least, why are you anxious for the rest? Consider the
lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you, even Solomon in all
his glory was not arrayed like one of these. If then God so clothes the grass, which
today is in the field and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will He clothe
you, O you of little faith? And do not seek what you should eat or what you should drink,
nor have an anxious mind. For all these things the nations of the world seek after, and
your Father knows that you need these things. But seek the kingdom of God, and all
these things shall be added to you. Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves
money bags which do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no
thief approaches nor moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.” (Luk 12:22-34)

The threshing floor and the winepress
Now the angel of the Lord came and sat under the terebinth tree which was in Ophrah,
which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon threshed wheat in the
winepress, in order to hide it from the Midianites. And the Angel of the Lord appeared
to him, and said to him, “The Lord is with you, you mighty man of valor!” (Jud 6:11-12)
Again the anger of the Lord was aroused against Israel, and He moved David against
them to say, “Go, number Israel and Judah.” And David’s heart condemned him after he
had numbered the people. So David said to the Lord, “I have sinned greatly in what I
have done; but now, I pray, O Lord, take away the iniquity of Your servant, for I have
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done very foolishly.” Now when David arose in the morning, the word of the Lord came
to the prophet Gad, David’s seer, saying, “Go and tell David, ‘Thus says the Lord: “I offer
you three things; choose one of them for yourself, that I may do it to you.” ’ ”
So Gad came to David and told him; and he said to him, “Shall seven years of famine
come to you in your land? Or shall you flee three months before your enemies, while
they pursue you? Or shall there be three days’ plague in your land? Now consider and
see what answer I should take back to Him who sent me.” And David said to Gad, “I am
in great distress. Please let us fall into the hand of the Lord, for His mercies are great;
but do not let me fall into the hand of man.” So the Lord sent a plague upon Israel from
the morning till the appointed time. From Dan to Beersheba seventy thousand men of the
people died. And when the angel stretched out His hand over Jerusalem to destroy it,
the Lord relented from the destruction, and said to the angel who was destroying the
people, “It is enough; now restrain your hand.” And the angel of the Lord was by the
threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. Then David spoke to the Lord when he saw the
angel who was striking the people, and said, “Surely I have sinned, and I have done
wickedly; but these sheep, what have they done? Let Your hand, I pray, be against me
and against my father’s house.” And Gad came that day to David and said to him, “Go up,
erect an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” So David,
according to the word of Gad, went up as the Lord commanded. Now Araunah looked, and
saw the king and his servants coming toward him. So Araunah went out and bowed before
the king with his face to the ground. Then Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come
to his servant?” And David said, “To buy the threshing floor from you, to build an altar
to the Lord, that the plague may be withdrawn from the people.” Now Araunah said to
David, “Let my lord the king take and offer up whatever seems good to him. Look, here
are oxen for burnt sacrifice, and threshing implements and the yokes of the oxen for
wood. All these, O king, Araunah has given to the king.” And Araunah said to the king,
“May the Lord your God accept you.” Then the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will
surely buy it from you for a price; nor will I offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God
with that which costs me nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen
for fifty shekels of silver. And David built there an altar to the Lord, and offered burnt
offerings and peace offerings. So the Lord heeded the prayers for the land, and the
plague was withdrawn from Israel. (2Sa 24:1,10-25)
Then, as the king of Israel was passing by on the wall, a woman cried out to him, saying,
“Help, my lord, O king!” And he said, “If the Lord does not help you, where can I find
help for you? From the threshing floor or from the winepress?” (2Ki 6:26-27)
And behold, a man of God went from Judah to Bethel by the word of the Lord, and
Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense. Then he cried out against the altar by the
word of the Lord, and said, “O altar, altar! Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold a child, Josiah by
name, shall be born to the house of David; and on you he shall sacrifice the priests of
the high places who burn incense on you, and men’s bones shall be burned on you.’ ” And
he gave a sign the same day, saying, “This is the sign which the Lord has spoken: Surely
the altar shall split apart, and the ashes on it shall be poured out.” So it came to pass
when King Jeroboam heard the saying of the man of God, who cried out against the altar
in Bethel, that he stretched out his hand from the altar, saying, “Arrest him!” Then his
hand, which he stretched out toward him, withered, so that he could not pull it back to
himself. The altar also was split apart, and the ashes poured out from the altar,
according to the sign which the man of God had given by the word of the Lord.
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Then the king answered and said to the man of God, “Please entreat the favor of the
Lord your God, and pray for me, that my hand may be restored to me.” So the man of
God entreated the Lord, and the king’s hand was restored to him, and became as before.
(1Ki 13:1-6)
Now Josiah also took away all the shrines of the high places that were in the cities of
Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made to provoke the Lord to anger; and he did to
them according to all the deeds he had done in Bethel. He executed all the priests of
the high places who were there, on the altars, and burned men’s bones on them; and he
returned to Jerusalem. Then the king commanded all the people, saying, “Keep the
Passover to the Lord your God, as it is written in this book of the Covenant.”
(2Ki 23:19-20)
Deal with them as with Midian, as with Sisera, as with Jabin at the Brook Kishon, who
perished at En Dor, who became like refuse on the earth. Make their nobles like Oreb
and like Zeeb, yes, all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna, who said, “Let us take for
ourselves the pastures of God for a possession.” O my God, make them like the whirling
dust, like chaff before the wind! As the fire burns the woods, and as the flame sets the
mountains on fire, so pursue them with Your tempest, and frighten them with Your
storm. Fill their faces with shame, that they may seek Your name, O Lord. Let them be
confounded and dismayed forever; yes, let them be put to shame and perish, that they
may know that You, whose name alone is the Lord, are the Most High over all the earth.
(Psa 83:9-18)
Therefore thus says the Lord God of hosts: “O My people, who dwell in Zion, do not be
afraid of the Assyrian. He shall strike you with a rod and lift up his staff against you, in
the manner of Egypt. For yet a very little while and the indignation will cease, as will My
anger in their destruction.” And the Lord of hosts will stir up a scourge for him like the
slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb; as His rod was on the sea, so will He lift it up in
the manner of Egypt. (Isa 10:24-26)
“And you, son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Behold, I
am against you, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal; and I will turn you
around and lead you on, bringing you up from the far north, and bring you against the
mountains of Israel. Then I will knock the bow out of your left hand, and cause the
arrows to fall out of your right hand. You shall fall upon the mountains of Israel, you and
all your troops and the peoples who are with you; I will give you to birds of prey of every
sort and to the beasts of the field to be devoured. You shall fall on the open field; for I
have spoken,” says the Lord God. “And I will send fire on Magog and on those who live in
security in the coastlands. Then they shall know that I am the Lord. So I will make My
holy name known in the midst of My people Israel, and I will not let them profane My
holy name anymore. Then the nations shall know that I am the Lord, the Holy One in
Israel. Surely it is coming, and it shall be done,” says the Lord God. “This is the day of
which I have spoken. Then those who dwell in the cities of Israel will go out and set on
fire and burn the weapons, both the shields and bucklers, the bows and arrows, the
javelins and spears; and they will make fires with them for seven years. They will not
take wood from the field nor cut down any from the forests, because they will make
fires with the weapons; and they will plunder those who plundered them, and pillage
those who pillaged them,” says the Lord God.’ ” (Eze 39:1-10)
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“And as for you, son of man, thus says the Lord God, ‘Speak to every sort of bird and to
every beast of the field: “Assemble yourselves and come; gather together from all sides
to My sacrificial meal which I am sacrificing for you, a great sacrificial meal on the
mountains of Israel, that you may eat flesh and drink blood. You shall eat the flesh of
the mighty, drink the blood of the princes of the earth, of rams and lambs, of goats and
bulls, all of them fatlings of Bashan. You shall eat fat till you are full, and drink blood till
you are drunk, at My sacrificial meal which I am sacrificing for you. You shall be filled at
My table with horses and riders, with mighty men and with all the men of war,” ’ says the
Lord God.” (Eze 39:17-20)
Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man,
having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. And another angel
came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, “Thrust in
Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to reap, for the harvest of the
earth is ripe.” So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the
earth was reaped. Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also
having a sharp sickle. And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over
fire, and he cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust in your
sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully
ripe.” So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth,
and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. And the winepress was
trampled outside the city, and blood came out of the winepress, up to the horses’
bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs. (Rev 14:14-20)
Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a
flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one
knew except Himself. He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called
The Word of God. And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean,
followed Him on white horses. Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He
should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself
treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on His
robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.
Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the
birds that fly in the midst of heaven, “Come and gather together for the supper of the
great God, that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of
mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all
people, free and slave, both small and great.” And I saw the beast, the kings of the
earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the
horse and against His army. Then the beast was captured, and with him the false
prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the
mark of the beast and those who worshipped his image. These two were cast alive into
the lake of fire burning with brimstone. And the rest were killed with the sword which
proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled
with their flesh. (Rev 19:11-21)
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