God’s Vineyard
“Man who is born of woman is of few days and full of trouble. He comes forth like
a flower and fades away; he flees like a shadow and does not continue. And do
You open Your eyes on such a one, and bring me to judgement with Yourself?
Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? No one!
Since his days are determined, the number of his months is with You; you have
appointed his limits, so that he cannot pass. Look away from him that he may
rest, till like a hired man he finishes his day.
For there is hope for a tree, if it is cut down, that it will sprout again, and that its
tender shoots will not cease. Though its root may grow old in the earth, and its
stump may die in the ground, yet at the scent of water it will bud and bring forth
branches like a plant.
But man dies and is laid away; indeed he breathes his last and where is he?
As water disappears from the sea, and a river becomes parched and dries up,
so man lies down and does not rise. Till the heavens are no more, they will
not awake nor be roused from their sleep.
Oh, that You would hide me in the grave, that You would conceal me until Your
wrath is past, that You would appoint me a set time, and remember me! If a
man dies, shall he live again? All the days of my hard service I will wait, till my
change comes.
You shall call, and I will answer You; You shall desire the work of Your hands. For
now You number my steps, but do not watch over my sin. My transgression is
sealed up in a bag, and You cover my iniquity.
But as a mountain falls and crumbles away, and as a rock is moved from its
place; as water wears away stones, and as torrents wash away the soil of the
earth; so You destroy the hope of man.
You prevail forever against him, and he passes on; You change his countenance
and send him away. His sons come to honour, and he does not know it; they are
brought low, and he does not perceive it. But his flesh will be in pain over it, and
his soul will mourn over it.” (Job 14:1-22)
“Now let me sing to my Well-beloved a song of my Beloved regarding
His vineyard: My Well-beloved has a vineyard on a very fruitful hill. He dug it up
and cleared out its stones, and planted it with the choicest vine. He built a tower
in its midst, and also made a winepress in it; so He expected it to bring forth
good grapes, but it brought forth wild grapes. And now, O inhabitants of
Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge, please, between Me and My vineyard.
What more could have been done to My vineyard that I have not done in it? Why
then, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes, did it bring forth wild grapes?
And now, please let Me tell you what I will do to My vineyard: I will take away its
hedge, and it shall be burned; and break down its wall, and it shall be trampled
down. I will lay it waste; it shall not be pruned or dug, but there shall come up
briers and thorns. I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain on it.
For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of
Judah are His pleasant plant. He looked for justice, but behold oppression; for
righteousness, but behold, a cry for help.” (Isa 5:1-7)
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“Judah, you are he whom your brothers shall praise; your hand shall be on the
neck of your enemies; your father’s children shall bow down before you. Judah is
a lion’s whelp; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He bows down, he lies
down as a lion; and as a lion, who shall rouse him? The scepter shall not depart
from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh comes; and to Him
shall be the obedience of the people. Binding His donkey to the vine, and His
donkey’s colt to the choice vine, He washed His garments in wine, and His clothes
in the blood of grapes. His eyes are darker than wine and his teeth whiter than
milk.” (Gen 49:8-12)
Who is this who comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah, this One
who is glorious in His apparel, traveling in the greatness of His strength? –
“I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save.” Why is Your apparel red, and
Your garments like one who treads in the winepress? “I have trodden the
winepress alone, and from the peoples no one was with Me. For I have trodden
them in My fury; their blood is sprinkled upon My garments, and I have stained
all My robes. For the day of vengeance is in My heart, and the year of My
redeemed has come. I looked, but there was no one to help, and I wondered that
there was no one to uphold; therefore My own arm brought salvation for Me; and
My own fury, it sustained Me. I have trodden down the peoples in My fury, and
brought down their strength to the earth.” (Isa 63:1-6)
“If you will return, O Israel,” says the LORD, “Return to Me; and if you will put
away your abominations out of My sight, then you shall not be moved. And you
shall swear, ‘The LORD lives,’ in truth, in judgement, and in righteousness;
the nations shall bless themselves in Him, and in Him they shall glory.” For thus
says the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem: Break up your fallow ground,
and do not sow among thorns. Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away
the foreskins of your hearts, you men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem,
lest My fury come forth like a fire, and burn so that no one can quench it,
because of the evil of your doings.” (Jer 4:1-4)
“For My people are foolish, they have not known Me. They are silly children, and
they have no understanding. They are wise to do evil, but to do good they have
no knowledge.” (Jer 4:22)
“Many rulers have destroyed My vineyard, they have trodden My portion
underfoot; they have made My pleasant portion a desolate wilderness. They have
made it desolate; desolate, it mourns to Me; the whole land is made desolate,
because no one takes it to heart. The plunderers have come on all the desolate
heights in the wilderness, for the sword of the LORD shall devour from one end of
the land to the other end of the land; no flesh shall have peace. They have sown
wheat but reaped thorns; they have put themselves to pain but do not profit. But
be ashamed of your harvest because of the fierce anger of the LORD.”
(Jer 12:10-13)
“For as the sash clings to the waist of a man, so I have caused the whole house
of Israel and the whole house of Judah to cling to Me,” says the LORD, “that they
may become My people, for renown, for praise, and for glory; but they would not
hear. Therefore you shall speak to them this word: ‘Thus says the LORD God of
Israel: “Every bottle shall be filled with wine.” And they will say to you, “Do we
not certainly know that every bottle will be filled with wine?” Then you shall say
to them, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will fill all the inhabitants of this land –
even the kings who sit on David’s throne, the priests, the prophets, and all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem – with drunkenness! And I will dash them one against
another, even the fathers and the sons together,’ says the LORD. ‘I will not pity
nor spare nor have mercy, but will destroy them.’ ”
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Hear and give ear: Do not be proud, for the LORD has spoken. Give glory to the
LORD your God before He causes darkness, and before your feet stumble on the
dark mountains, and while you are looking for light, He turns it into the shadow of
death and makes it dense darkness. But if you will not hear it, My soul will weep
in secret for your pride; My eyes will weep bitterly and run down with tears,
because the LORD’s flock has been taken captive. (Jer 13:11-17)
O LORD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake You shall be ashamed. “Those who
depart from Me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the
fountain of living waters.” (Jer 17:13)
“Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets: ‘Behold, I will
feed them with wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall; for from the
prophets of Jerusalem profaneness has gone out into all the land.’ ” (Jer 23:15)
For thus says the LORD God of Israel to me: “Take this wine cup of fury from My
hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I send you, to drink it. And they will
drink and stagger and go mad because of the sword that I will send among them.
… Therefore you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of
Israel: “Drink, be drunk, and vomit! Fall and rise no more, because of the sword
which I will send among you.” ’ And it shall be, if they refuse to take the cup
from your hand to drink, then you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD of
hosts: “You shall certainly drink! For behold, I begin to bring calamity on the city
which is called by My name, and should you be utterly unpunished? You shall not
be unpunished, for I will call for a sword on all the inhabitants of the earth,” says
the LORD of hosts.’ Therefore prophesy against them all these words, and say to
them: ‘The LORD will roar from on high, and utter His voice from His holy
habitation; He will roar mightily against His fold. He will give a shout, as those
who tread the grapes, against all the inhabitants of the earth. A noise will come
to the ends of the earth – For the LORD has a controversy with the nations;
He will plead His case with all flesh. He will give those who are wicked to the
sword,’ says the LORD.”
Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Behold, disaster shall go forth from nation to
nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the farthest parts of the
earth. And at that day the slain of the LORD shall be from one end of the earth
even to the other end of the earth. They shall not be lamented, or gathered,
or buried; they shall become refuse on the ground.
“Wail, shepherds, and cry! Roll about in the ashes, you leaders of the flock!
For the days of your slaughter and your dispersions are fulfilled; you shall fall like
a precious vessel. And the shepherds will have no way to flee, nor the leaders
of the flock to escape. A voice of the cry of the shepherds, and a wailing of the
leaders to the flock will be heard. For the LORD has plundered their pasture, and
the peaceful dwellings are cut down because of the fierce anger of the LORD. He
has left His lair like the lion; for their land is desolate because of the fierceness
of the Oppressor, and because of His fierce anger.” (Jer 25:15-16, 27-38)
“Behold the days are coming, says the LORD, that I will sow the house of Israel
and the house of Judah with the seed of man and the seed of beast. And it shall
come to pass, that as I have watched over them to pluck up, to break down,
to throw down, to destroy, and to afflict, so I will watch over them to build and to
plant, says the LORD. In those days they shall say no more: ‘The fathers
have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.’
But every one shall die for his own iniquity; every man who eats the sour grapes,
his teeth shall be set on edge. (Jer 31:27-30)
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The word of the LORD came to me again, saying, “What do you mean when you
use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying: ‘The fathers have eaten
sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? As I live,” says the Lord
God, “you shall no longer use this proverb in Israel. Behold, all souls are Mine;
the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is Mine; the soul who sins
shall die. (Eze 18:1-4)
“Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall do
wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall
understand.” (Dan 12:10)
Are You not from everlasting, O LORD my God, my Holy One? We shall not die.
O LORD, You have appointed them for judgement; O Rock, You have marked
them for correction. (Hab 1:12)
“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and
whoever murders will be in danger of the judgement.’ But I say to you that
whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the
judgement. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the
council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire. Therefore if
you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way.
First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Agree with
your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your adversary
deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be
thrown into prison. Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no means get out of there
till you have paid the last penny. You have heard that it was said to those of old,
‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman
to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right
eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable
for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into
hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it
is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole
body to be cast into hell.” (Mat 5:21-30)
“And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the sons of the
kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.” (Mat 8:11-12)
“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear
Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Mat 10:28)
Then Jesus sent the multitude away and went into the house. And His disciples
came to Him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.”
He answered and said to them: “He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man.
The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares
are the sons of the wicked one. The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels. Therefore as the
tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age.
The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom
all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them into
the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then the
righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has
ears to hear, let him hear!” (Mat 13:36-43)
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“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and
gathered some of every kind, which, when it was full, they drew to shore; and
they sat down and gathered the good into vessels, but threw the bad away. So it
will be at the end of the age. The angels will come forth, separate the wicked
from among the just, and cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing
and gnashing of teeth.” (Mat 13:47-50)
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered and
said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus answered and said to
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this
to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter,
and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail
against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will
be loosed in heaven.” (Mat 16:15-19)
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning
to hire labourers for his vineyard. Now when he had agreed with the labourers for
a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And he went out about the third
hour and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and said to them, ‘You
also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went.
Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did likewise. And about
the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing idle, and said to them,
‘Why have you been standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no
one hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is
right you will receive.’ So when evening had come, the owner of the vineyard
said to his steward, ‘Call the labourers and give them their wages, beginning with
the last to the first.’ And when those came who were hired about the eleventh
hour, they each received a denarius. But when the first came, they supposed that
they would receive more; and they likewise received each a denarius. And when
they had received it, they complained against the landowner, saying, ‘These last
men have worked only one hour, and you made them equal to us who have borne
the burden and the heat of the day.’ But he answered one of them and said,
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius?
Take what is yours and go your way. I wish to give to this last man the same as
to you. Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish to do with my own things? Or is
your eye evil because I am good?’ So the last will be first, and the first last.
For many are called, but few chosen.” (Mat 20:1-16)
“But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said,
‘Son, go, work today in my vineyard.’ He answered and said, ‘I will not,’ but
afterward he regretted it and went. Then he came to the second and said
likewise. And he answered and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. Which of the
two did the will of his father?” They said to Him, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and harlots enter
the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots
believed him; and when you saw it, you did not afterward relent and believe
him.”
“Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a vineyard
and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. And he leased
it to vinedressers and went into a far country. Now when vintage-time drew near,
he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they might receive its fruit. And the
vinedressers took his servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another.
Again he sent other servants, more than the first, and they did likewise to them.”
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“Then last of all he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’
But when the vinedressers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the
heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’ So they took him and cast
him out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore, when the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those vinedressers?”
They said to Him, “He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and lease his
vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their seasons.”
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
‘The stone which the builders rejected has became the chief cornerstone.
This was the LORD’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes’? ”
“Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and
given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. And whoever falls on this stone
will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.”
Now when the chief priests and Pharisees heard His parables, they perceived that
He was speaking of them. But when they sought to lay hands on Him, they feared
the multitudes, because they took Him for a prophet.
(Mat 21:28-46 & Luk 20:9-19)
And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and said:
“The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his
son, and sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and
they were not willing to come. Again, he sent out other servants, saying,
‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and fatted
cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the wedding.” ’
But they made light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his
business. And the rest seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and killed
them. But when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent out his
armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. Then he said to his
servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy.
Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you find, invite to the wedding.’
So those servants went out into the highways and gathered together all whom
they found, both bad and good. And the wedding hall was filled with guests. But
when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did not have
on a wedding garment. So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here
without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless.
Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away,
and cast him into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
For many are called, but few are chosen.” (Mat 22:1-14 & Luk 14:15-24)
“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom
of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those
who are entering to go in. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will
receive greater condemnation. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For
you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him
twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.” (Mat 23:13-15)
Jesus said: “Damn these Pharisees. They are like a dog sleeping in the feed
trough of oxen. For neither does he eat, nor does he allow the oxen to eat.”
( The Gospel of Thomas:102 [Joseph B. Lumpkin - ISBN:0-9768233-4-9] )
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“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and
anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice
and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others
undone. Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel! Woe to you,
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of the cup and
dish, but inside they are full of extortion and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee, first
cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the outside of them may be clean
also. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
For you are like
whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full
of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. Even so you also outwardly appear
righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.”
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of
the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, and say, ‘If we had lived
in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the
blood of the prophets.’ Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you
are sons of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your
fathers’ guilt. Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation
of hell? Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men and scribes: some of
them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your
synagogues and persecute from city to city, that on you may come all the
righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood
of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the
altar.”
“Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation.
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are
sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen
gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! See! Your house is
left to you desolate; for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say,
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ ” (Mat 23:23-39)
“Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his
household, to give them food in due season? Blessed is that servant whom his
master, when he comes, will find so doing. Assuredly, I say to you that he will
make him ruler over all his goods. But if that evil servant says in his heart,
‘My master is delaying his coming,’ and begins to beat his fellow servants,
and to eat and drink with the drunkards, the master of that servant will come
on a day when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he is not aware of,
and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. There
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Mat 24:45-51)
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a man travelling to a far country, who called
his own servants and delivered his goods to them. And to one he gave five
talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability;
and immediately he went on a journey. Then he who had received the five talents
went and traded with them, and made another five talents. And likewise he who
had received two gained two more also. But he who had received one went and
dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money.”
“After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with
them. So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents,
saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more
talents besides them.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant;
you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter
into the joy of your lord.’
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He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me
two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ His lord said to
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few
things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’
Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be
a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have
not scattered seed. And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground.
Look, there you have what is yours.’ But his lord answered and said to him,
‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and
gather where I have not scattered seed. So you ought to have deposited my
money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own
with interest. Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten
talents. For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have
abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken
away. And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” (Mat 25:14-30)
“When the Son of Man come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then
He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him,
and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep
from the goats. And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the
left. Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’
Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into
the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was hungry and
you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger
and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison
and you did not visit Me.’ Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did
we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did
not minister to You?’ Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you,
inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to
Me.’ And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life.” (Mat 25:31-34,41-46)
When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to
them, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what will it profit a man
if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in
exchange for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed
when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” (Mar 8:34-38)
“For as the new heavens and the new earth which I will make shall remain before
Me,” says the LORD, “so shall your descendants and your name remain. And it
shall come to pass that from one New Moon to another, and from one Sabbath to
another, all flesh shall come to worship before Me,” says the LORD. “And they
shall go forth and look upon the corpses of the men who have transgressed
against Me. For their worm does not die, and their fire is not quenched. They shall
be an abhorrence to all flesh.” (Isa 66:22-24)
“If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life
maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall never
be quenched – where ‘Their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’
And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame,
rather than having two feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire that shall never be
quenched - where ‘Their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’
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And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the
kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell
fire - where ‘Their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’ For everyone
will be seasoned with fire, and every sacrifice will be seasoned with salt. Salt is
good, but if the salt loses its flavour, how will you season it? Have salt in
yourselves, and have peace with one another.” (Mar 9:43-50)
Then He began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a vineyard and set
a hedge around it, dug a place for the wine vat and built a tower. And he leased it
to vinedressers and went into a far country. Now at vintage-time he sent a
servant to the vinedressers, that he might receive some of the fruit of the
vineyard from the vinedressers. And they took him and beat him and sent him
away empty-handed. Again he sent them another servant, and at him they threw
stones, wounded him in the head, and sent him away shamefully treated. And
again he sent another, and him they killed; and many others, beating some and
killing some.
Therefore still having one son, his beloved, he also sent him to them last, saying,
‘They will respect my son.’ But those vinedressers said among themselves, ‘This
is the heir. Come, let us kill him and the inheritance will be ours.’ So they took
him and killed him and cast him out of the vineyard. Therefore, what will the
owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the vinedressers, and give
the vineyard to others. Have you not even read this Scripture:
‘The stone which the builders rejected has became the chief cornerstone.
This was the LORD’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes’?”
And they sought to lay hands on Him, but feared the multitude, for they knew
He had spoken the parable against them. So they left Him and went away.
(Mar 12:1-12)
Now as the people were in expectation, and all reasoned in their hearts about
John, whether he was the Christ or not, John answered, saying to all, “I indeed
baptize you with water; but One mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I
am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor,
and gather the wheat into His barn; but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable
fire.” (Luk 3:15-17)
And He said, “Woe to you also, lawyers! For you load men with burdens hard to
bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers.
Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets, and your fathers killed
them. In fact, you bear witness that you approve the deeds of your fathers;
for they indeed killed them, and you build their tombs. Therefore the wisdom
of God also said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they
will kill and persecute,’ that the blood of all the prophets which was shed from
the foundation of the world may be required of this generation, from the blood of
Abel to the blood of Zechariah who perished between the altar and the temple.
Yes, I say to you, it shall be required of this generation. Woe to you lawyers!
For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter in yourselves,
and those who were entering in you hindered.” (Luk 11:46-52)
“And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and
after that have no more that they can do. But I will show you whom you should
fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to
you, fear Him!” (Luk 12:4-5)
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“Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning; and you yourselves be like
men who wait for their master, when he will return from the wedding, that when
he comes and knocks they may open to him immediately. Blessed are those
servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching. Assuredly, I say
to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and
serve them. And if he should come in the second watch, or come in the third
watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants. But know this, that if the
master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have
watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. Therefore you also be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”
Then Peter said to Him, “Lord, do You speak this parable only to us, or to all
people?” And the Lord said, “Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom
his master will make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of food
in due season? Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when
he comes. Truly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all that he has. But
if that servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,’ and begins
to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk, the
master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him, and at
an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion
with the unbelievers. And that servant who knew his master’s will, and did not
prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But
he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten
with few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required;
and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.”
(Luk 12:35-48)
Then He also said to the multitudes, “Whenever you see a cloud rising out of the
west, immediately you say, ‘A shower is coming’; and so it is. And when you see
the south wind blow, you say, ‘There will be hot weather’; and there is.
“Hypocrites! You can discern the face of the sky and of the earth, but how is it
you do not discern this time? Yes, and why, even of yourselves, do you not judge
what is right? When you go with your adversary to the magistrate, make every
effort along the way to settle with him, lest he drag you to the judge, the judge
deliver you to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison. I tell you, you
shall not depart from there till you have paid the very last mite.”
(Luk 12:54-59)
There were present at that season some who told Him about the Galileans whose
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And Jesus answered and said to
them, “Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other
Galileans, because they suffered such things? I tell you, no; but unless you
repent you will all likewise perish. Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam
fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners than all other men
who dwelt in Jerusalem? I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise
perish.” He also spoke this parable: “A certain man had a fig tree planted in his
vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. Then he said to the
keeper of his vineyard. ‘Look, for three years I have come seeking fruit on this fig
tree and find none. Cut it down; why does it use up the ground?’ But he
answered and said to him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and
fertilize it. And if it bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you can cut it down.’ ”
(Luk 13:1-9)
And He went through the cities and villages, teaching, and journeying toward
Jerusalem. Then one said to Him, “Lord, are there few who are saved?”
And He said to them, “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many,
I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able.”
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“When once the Master of the house has risen up and shut the door, and you
begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open for us,’
and He will answer and say to you, ‘I do not know you, where you are from,’
then you begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our
streets.’ But He will say, ‘I tell you I do not know you, where you are from.
Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity.’ There will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the
kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out. They will come from the east and
the west, from the north and the south, and sit down in the kingdom of God.
And indeed there are last who will be first, and there are first who will be last.”
(Luk 13:22-30)
The Lord eventually closes the door of salvation
And still the sons of men would not return from their evil ways, and they
increased the anger of the Lord at that time, and did not even direct their hearts
to all this. At the end of seven days, in the six hundredth year of the life of Noah,
the waters of the flood were on the earth. All the fountains of the deep were
broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened, and the rain was on the
earth forty days and forty nights. And Noah and his household, and all living
creatures that were with him, came into the ark on account of the waters of the
flood, and the Lord shut him in. All the sons of men that were left on the earth
became exhausted through evil on account of the rain, for the waters were
coming more violently on the earth, and the animals and beasts were still
surrounding the ark.
And the sons of men assembled together, about seven hundred thousand men
and women, and they came to Noah to the ark. They called to Noah, saying,
“Open for us that we may come to you in the ark – and wherefore shall we die?”
And Noah, with a loud voice answered them from the ark, saying, “Have you not
all rebelled against the Lord, and said that he does not exist? Therefore the Lord
brought on you this evil, to destroy and cut you off from the face of the earth.
Is not this the thing that I spoke to you of one hundred and twenty years back,
and you would not listen to the voice of the Lord, and now do you desire to live
on earth?”
They said to Noah, “We are ready to return to the Lord; only open for us that we
may live and not die.” And Noah answered them, saying, “Behold now that you
see the trouble of your souls, you wish to return to the Lord; why did you not
return during these hundred and twenty years, which the Lord granted you as the
determined period? But now you come and tell me this on account of the troubles
of your souls, now also the Lord will not listen to you, neither will he give ear to
you on this day, so that you will not now succeed in your wishes.”
The sons of men approached in order to break into the ark, to come in on account
of the rain, for they could not bear the rain on them. And the Lord sent all the
beasts and animals that stood around the ark. And the beasts overpowered them
and drove them from that place, and every man went his way and they again
scattered themselves on the face of the earth.
The rain was still descending on the earth, and it descended forty days and forty
nights, and the waters prevailed greatly on the earth; all flesh that was on the
earth or in the waters died, whether men, animals, beasts, creeping things or
birds of the air, and there only remained Noah and those that were with him in
the ark. (Jasher 6:12-26)
( The Book of Jasher – [Joseph B. Lumpkin – ISBN: 1933580143] )
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“There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared
sumptously every day. But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of
sores, who was laid at his gate, desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from
the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. So it was that
the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich
man also died and was buried. And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his
eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.”
“Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am
tormented in this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime
you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is
comforted and you are tormented. And besides all this, between us and you there
is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot,
nor can those from there pass to us.’ Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father,
that you would send him to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, that he
may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’ ”
“Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’
And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they
will repent.’ But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’ ” (Luk 16:19-31)
Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come,
He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with
observation; nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’
For indeed,
the kingdom of God is within you.” Then He said to the disciples, “The days will
come when you will desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will
not see it. And they will say to you, ‘Look here!’ or ‘Look there!’ Do not go after
them or follow them. For as the lightning that flashes out of one part under
heaven shines to the other part under heaven, so also the Son of Man will be in
His day. But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.
And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man:
They ate, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the
day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.”
“Likewise as it was also in the days of Lot: They ate, they drank, they bought,
they sold, they planted, they built; but on the day that Lot went out of Sodom
it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all. Even so it will
be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed. In that day, he who is on the
housetop, and his goods are in the house, let him not come down to take them
away. And likewise the one who is in the field, let him not turn back. Remember
Lot’s wife. Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life
will preserve it.”
“I tell you, in that night there will be two men in one bed: the one will be taken
and the other will be left. Two women will be grinding together: the one will be
taken and the other left. Two men will be in the field: the one will be taken and
the other left.” And they answered and said to Him, “Where, Lord?” So He said
to them, “Wherever the body is, there the eagles will be gathered together.”
(Luk 17:20-37 & Mat 24:15-44)
Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my goods
to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation,
I restore fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this
house, because he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek
and to save that which was lost.” (Luk 19:8-10)
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Now as they heard these things, He spoke another parable, because He was near
Jerusalem and because they thought the kingdom of God would appear
immediately. Therefore He said: “A certain nobleman went into a far country to
receive for himself a kingdom and to return. So he called ten of his servants,
delivered to them ten minas, and said to them, ‘Do business till I come.’ But his
citizens hated him, and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We will not have this
man to reign over us.’ ”
“And so it was that when he returned, having received the kingdom, he then
commanded these servants, to whom he had given the money, to be called to
him, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading. Then came
the first, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned ten minas.’ And he said to him,
‘Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very little, have
authority over ten cities.’ And the second came, saying, ‘Master, your mina has
earned five minas.’ Likewise he said to him, ‘You also be over five cities.’ ”
“Then another came, saying, ‘Master, here is your mina, which I have kept put
away in a handkerchief. For I feared you, because you are an austere man. You
collect what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.’ And he said to
him, ‘Out of your own mouth I will judge you, you wicked servant. You knew that
I was an austere man, collecting what I did not deposit and reaping what I did
not sow. Why then did you not put my money in the bank, that at my coming
I might have collected it with interest?’ And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take
the mina from him, and give it to him who has ten minas.’ (But they said to him,
‘Master, he has ten minas.’) For I say to you, that to everyone who has will be
given; and from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away
from him. But bring here those enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign
over them, and slay them before me.’ ” (Luk 19:11-27)
Jesus answered and said to them, “The sons of this age marry and are given in
marriage. But those who are counted worthy to attain that age, and the
resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage; nor can they
die anymore, for they are equal to the angels and are sons of God, being sons of
the resurrection. But even Moses showed in the burning bush passage that the
dead are raised, when he called the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob.’ For He is not the God of the dead but of the living, for all
live to Him.” (Luk 20:34-38)
Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If You are
the Christ, save Yourself and us.” But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying,
“Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation?
And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this
Man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when
You come into Your kingdom.” And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you
today, you will be with Me in Paradise.” (Luk 23:39-43)
“No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is,
the Son of Man who is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn
the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. He who believes in
Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”
(Joh 3:13-18)
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“He who comes from above is above all; he who is of the earth is earthly and
speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. And what He has
seen and heard, that He testifies; and no one receives His testimony. He who has
received His testimony has certified that God is true. For He whom God has sent
speaks the words of God, for God does not give the Spirit by measure. The Father
loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand. He who believes in the Son
has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life,
but the wrath of God abides on him.” (Joh 3:31-36)
Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son
can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does,
the Son also does in like manner. For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all
things that He Himself does; and He will show Him greater works than these, that
you may marvel. For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even so
the Son gives life to whom He will. For the Father judges no one, but has
committed all judgement to the Son, that all should honour the Son just as they
honour the Father. He who does not honour the Son does not honour the Father
who sent Him.”
“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who
sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgement, but has passed
from death into life. Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is,
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live.
For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in
Himself, and has given Him authority to execute judgement also, because He is
the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are
in the graves will hear His voice and come forth – those who have done good, to
the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of
condemnation. I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgement
is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who
sent Me.” (Joh 5:19-30)
“Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father; there is one who accuses you –
Moses, in whom you trust. For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me;
for he wrote about Me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe
My words?” (Joh 5:45-47)
Now early in the morning He came again to the temple, and all the people came
to Him; and He sat down and taught them. Then the scribes and Pharisees
brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. And when they had set her in the
midst, they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, in the very
act. Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be stoned. But what
do You say?” This they said, testing Him, that they might have something of
which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His
finger, as though He did not hear.
So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them,
“He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.” And again
He stooped down and wrote on the ground. Then those who heard it, being
convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest
even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.
When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to
her, “Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?”
She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you;
go and sin no more.” Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light
of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light
of life.” (Joh 8:2-12)
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Then the Jews answered and said to Him, “Do we not say rightly that You are
a Samaritan and have a demon?” Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon;
but I honour My Father, and you dishonour Me. And I do not seek My own glory;
there is One who seeks and judges. Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps
My word he shall never see death.” (Joh 8:48-51)
“He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep
it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am,
there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.”
(Joh 12:26)
Then Jesus cried out and said, “He who believes in Me, believes not in Me but in
Him who sent Me. And he who sees Me sees Him who sent Me. I have come as a
light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness.
And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did
not come to judge the world but to save the world.
He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him –
the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day. For I have not spoken
on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I
should say and what I should speak. And I know that His command is everlasting
life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak.”
(Joh 12:44-50)
“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My
Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. And
where I go you know, and the way you know.” Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do
not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?” Jesus said to
him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through Me.” (Joh 14:1-6)
Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and
My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.
He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear
is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me.” (Joh 14:23-24)
“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give
to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. You have heard Me
say to you, ‘I am going away and coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you
would rejoice because I said, ‘I am going to the Father,’ for My Father is greater
than I.” (Joh 14:27-28)
“Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his
master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My
word, they will keep yours also. But all these things they will do to you for My
name’s sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me. If I had not come and
spoken to them, they would have no sin, but now they have no excuse for their
sin. He who hates Me hates My Father also.
If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would have
no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and My Father. But this
happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their law, ‘They
hated Me without cause.’ ” (Joh 15:20-25)
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“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through
their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You;
that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.
And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just
as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one,
and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You
have loved Me. Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me
where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You
loved Me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father! The world has
not known You, but I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me.
And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with
which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” (Joh 17:21-26)
After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the
Scripture might be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!” Now a vessel full of sour wine was
sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it
to His mouth. So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!”
And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. (Joh 19:28-30)
Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks
himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. But let each
one examine his own work, and then he will have rejoicing in himself alone, and
not in another. For each one shall bear his own load. (Gal 6:2-5)
And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgement.
(Heb 9:27)
My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive
a stricter judgement. (Jam 3:1)
And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me,
saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. I am He who lives,
and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of
Hades and of Death.” (Rev 1:17-18)
“These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David,
He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens.” (Rev 3:7)
Then a voice came from the throne, saying, “Praise our God, all you His servants
and those who fear Him, both small and great!” And I heard, as it were, the
voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the sound of
mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns!
Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has
come, and His wife has made herself ready.”
And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine
linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are
those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’ ” And he said to me,
“These are the true sayings of God.” (Rev 19:5-9)
Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war.
His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had
a name written that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed with a robe
dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies
in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses.
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Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the
nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on His robe
and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.
(Rev 19:11-16)

Why is God’s kingdom called ‘The kingdom of heaven’ ?
The earth is compared to a vineyard for producing good grapes. All are called to
work in that vineyard, to produce God’s harvest and inheritance. Everyone is
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb which takes place in heaven.
How many willingly accept the King, Jesus Christ’s offer to join Him there?
Even if we live on earth 100 years, what is that compared to an eternity?
After the first resurrection of the righteous we will live ‘in heaven’ with God,
where He is, for 1000 years.
Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you
seem to come short of it. For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to
them; but the word which they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with
faith in those who heard it.
For we who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said: “So I swore in My
wrath ‘They shall not enter My rest,’ ” although the works were finished from the
foundation of the world. For He has spoken in a certain place of the seventh day
in this way: “And God rested on the seventh day from all His works”; and again in
this place: “They shall not enter My rest.”
Since therefore it remains that some must enter it, and those to whom it was first
preached did not enter because of disobedience, again He designates a certain
day, saying in David, “Today,” after such a long time, as it has been said:
“Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.”
For if Joshua had given them rest, then He would not afterward have spoken of
another day. There remains therefore a rest for the people of God. For He who
has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His.
Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the
same example of disobedience. (Heb 4:1-11)
This is the millenial Sabbath of this Age, the promised rest for the righteous. After
this Sabbath we will return to earth with Jesus Christ, for the second resurrection
of the unrighteous, and Judgement Day will take place.
After all the unrighteous have been annihilated and everything which offends God
has been burnt up in the lake of fire. He will recreate the heavens and the earth,
and the New Jerusalem, the city of God, will descend onto the new earth, and
here we will live with God for all eternity.
Just as we pray, ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom
come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven… For Yours is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.’
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