Warning
To whom shall I speak and give warning, that they may hear? Indeed their ear is
uncircumcised, and they cannot give heed. Behold, the word of the Lord is a reproach to
them; they have no delight in it. (Jer 6:10)
"Now therefore, let the fear of the Lord be upon you; take care and do it, for there is
no iniquity with the Lord our God, no partiality, nor taking of bribes." (2Ch 19:7)
Now it came to pass at the end of seven days that the word of the Lord came to me
(!Ezekiel), saying, "Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel;
therefore hear a word from My mouth, and give them warning from Me: When I say to
the wicked, 'You shall surely die,' and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the
wicked from his wicked way, to save his life, that same wicked man shall die in his
iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand. Yet, if you warn the wicked, and he
does not turn from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity;
but you have delivered your soul. Again, when a righteous man turns from his
righteousness and commits iniquity, and I lay a stumbling block before him, he shall die;
because you did not give him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which
he has done shall not be remembered; but his blood I will require at your hand.
Nevertheless if you warn the righteous man that the righteous should not sin, and he
does not sin, he shall surely live because he took warning; also you will have delivered
your soul." (Eze 3:16-21)
Again the word of the Lord came to me (!Ezekiel), saying,
"Son of man, speak to the children of your people, and say to them:
'When I bring the sword upon a land, and the people of the land take a man
from their territory and make him their watchman, when he sees the sword
coming upon the land, if he blows the trumpet and warns the people, then
whoever hears the sound of the trumpet and does not take warning, if the
sword comes and takes him away, his blood shall be on his own head. He
heard the sound of the trumpet, but did not take warning; his blood shall be
upon himself. But he who takes warning will save his life. But if the
watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet, and the
people are not warned, and the sword comes and takes any person from
among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at
the watchman's hand.'
So you, son of man: I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel;
therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth and warn them for Me. When I
say to the wicked,
'O wicked man, you shall surely die!'
and you do not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in
his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand. Nevertheless if you warn the
wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, he shall die in his
iniquity; but you have delivered your soul.
Therefore you, O son of man, say to the house of Israel:
'Thus you say, "If our transgressions and our sins lie upon us, and we pine
away in them, how can we then live?" ' "
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"Say to them: 'As I live,' says the Lord God, 'I have no pleasure in the death of
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from
your evil ways! For why should you die, O house of Israel?'
Therefore you, O son of man, say to the children of your people: 'The
righteousness of the righteous man shall not deliver him in the day of his
transgression; as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall because
of it in the day that he turns from his wickedness; nor shall the righteous be
able to live because of his righteousness in the day that he sins.'
When I say to the righteous that he shall surely live, but he trusts in his own
righteousness and commits iniquity, none of his righteous works shall be
remembered; but because of the iniquity that he has committed, he shall die.
Again, when I say to the wicked, 'You shall surely die,' if he turns from his sin and
does what is lawful and right, if the wicked restores the pledge, gives back what
he has stolen, and walks in the statutes of life without committing iniquity, he
shall surely live; he shall not die. None of his sins which he has committed shall be
remembered against him; he has done what is lawful and right; he shall surely live.
Yet the children of your people say, 'The way of the Lord is not fair!'
But it is their way which is not fair! When the righteous turns from his
righteousness and commits iniquity, he shall die because of it. But when the wicked
turns from his wickedness and does what is lawful and right, he shall live because
of it. Yet you say, 'The way of the Lord is not fair.' O house of Israel, I will judge
every one of you according to his own ways." (Eze 33:1-20)
The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple; the statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the Lord is clean,
enduring forever; the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. More to
be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and the
honeycomb. Moreover by them Your servant is warned, and in keeping them there is
great reward. (Psa 19:7-11)
From Miletus he (!Paul) sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church. And
when they had come to him, he said to them:
"You know, from the first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived
among you, serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials which
happened to me by the plotting of the Jews; how I kept back nothing that was
helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house,
testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward
our Lord Jesus Christ. And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not
knowing the things that will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit
testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me.
But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I
may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord
Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. And indeed, now I know that
you all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my face no
more. Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all
men. For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.
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Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased
with His own blood. For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will
come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also from among yourselves men will rise
up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.
Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn
everyone night and day with tears. So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to
the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance
among all those who are sanctified. I have coveted no one's silver or gold or
apparel. Yes, you yourselves know that these hands have provided for my
necessities, and for those who were with me. I have shown you in every way, by
laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And remember the words of
the Lord Jesus, that He said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.' "
And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. Then they all
wept freely, and fell on Paul's neck and kissed him, sorrowing most of all for the words
which he spoke, that they would see his face no more. And they accompanied him to the
ship. (Act 20:17-38)
But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should
write to you. For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a
thief in the night. For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes
upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. But you,
brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. You are
all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. Therefore
let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep
at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. But let us who are of the day be
sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of
salvation. For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together
with Him. Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are
doing. And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over
you in the Lord and admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in love for their
work's sake. Be at peace among yourselves.
Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted,
uphold the weak, be patient with all. See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but
always pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all. Rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do
not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies. Test all things; hold fast what is good.
Abstain from every form of evil. (1Th 5:1-22)
For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to
ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding; that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all might,
according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; giving thanks
to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in
the light. He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the
kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.
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For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were
created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things
consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father
that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by
Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood
of His cross. And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked
works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you
holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight - if indeed you continue in the faith,
grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you
heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a
minister. I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in
the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, of which I
became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you,
to fulfill the word of God, the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from
generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. To them God willed to make known
what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in
you, the hope of glory. Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all
wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. To this end I also labor,
striving according to His working which works in me mightily. (Col 1:9-29)
By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, "and was not found, because
God had taken him"; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God.
But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. By faith Noah,
being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for
the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the
righteousness which is according to faith. (Heb 11:5-7)
And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the
promise, God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made
perfect apart from us. (Heb 11:39-40)
My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a
stricter judgment. For we stumble in many things. If anyone does not stumble in word,
he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body. (Jam 3:1-2)
When He had called the multitude to Himself, He (!Jesus) said to them, "Hear and
understand: Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the
mouth, this defiles a man." (Mat 15:10-11)
"Do you not yet understand that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and
is eliminated? But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart,
and they defile a man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. These are the things which defile a
man, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile a man." (Mat 15:17-20)
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