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Volatiles – Vlugstowwe

One God – One Saviour - One Faith – One Body - One new man in Christ Jesus

“And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your
descendants, to love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul,
that you may live.”  (Deu 30:6)

All your children shall be taught by the Lord, and great shall be the peace of your
children. In righteousness you shall be established; you shall be far from
oppression, for you shall not fear; and from terror, for it shall not come near you.
(Isa 54:13-14)

Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why do we deal
treacherously with one another by profaning the covenant of the fathers?
(Mal 2:10)

“But you, do not be called ‘Rabbi’; for One is your Teacher (! Master), the Christ,
and you are all brethren. Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your
Father, He who is in heaven. And do not be called teachers; for One is your
Teacher, the Christ.”  (Mat 23:8-10)

“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through
their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that
they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. And the
glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are
one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that
the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have
loved Me.”  (Joh 17:20-23)

“God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and
earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. Nor is He worshipped with
men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath,
and all things. And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on
all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the
boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that
they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;
for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets
have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’  Therefore, since we are the offspring of
God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone,
something shaped by art and man’s devising. Truly, these times of ignorance God
overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, because He has
appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man
whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from
the dead.”  (Act 17:24-31)

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law,
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before
God. Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for
by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God apart from
the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the
righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.
For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
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whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate
His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that
were previously committed, to demonstrate at the present time His
righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in
Jesus. Where is boasting then?  It is excluded. By what law?  Of works?  No, but
by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart
from the deeds of the law. Or is He the God of the Jews only?  Is He not also the
God of the Gentiles?  Yes, of the Gentiles also, since there is one God who will
justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.
(Rom 3:19-30)

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin,
and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned – For until the law sin was in
the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless death
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to
the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.
But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many
died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man,
Jesus Christ, abounded to many. And the gift is not like that which came through
the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in
condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in
justification. For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much
more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will
reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. Therefore, as through one man’s
offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through
one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of
life. For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one
Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.  (Rom 5:12-19)

How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? Or do you not know that as
many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?
Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life. For if we have been united together in the likeness
of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing
this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done
away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has
been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live
with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more.
Death no longer has dominion over Him. For the death that He died, He died to
sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. Likewise you also,
reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.  (Rom 6:2-11)

For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the
same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members of one another.  (Rom 12:4-5)

For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. For if we live, we live
to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die,
we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He
might be Lord of both the dead and the living.  (Rom 14:7-9)

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of
Christ?  The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?
For we, though many, are one bread and one body; for we all partake of that one
bread.  (1Co 10:16-17)
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For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one
body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body – whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free – and
have all been made to drink into one Spirit. For in fact the body is not one
member but many. (1Co 12:12-14)

But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He
pleased. And if they were all one member, where would the body be?  But now
indeed there are many members, yet one body. (1Co 12:18-20)

And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is
honored, all the members rejoice with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and
members individually.  (1Co 12:26-27)

But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by Man also came the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be
made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who
are Christ’s at His coming.  (1Co 15:20-23)

So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised
in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness,
it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There
is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. And so it is written, “The first man
Adam became a living being.”  The last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.
However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. The
first man was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from
heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who are made of dust; and as
is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. And as we have borne
the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man.
(1Co 15:42-47)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in
Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame
before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of
His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. In Him we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of
His grace which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence,
having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure
which He purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times
He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and
which are on earth – in Him.  (Eph 1:3-10)

And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to
the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
(Eph 1:22-23)

For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the
middle wall of separation, having abolished in His flesh the emnity, that is, the
law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one
new man from the two, thus making peace, and that He might reconcile them
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity.
And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who
were near. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.
(Eph 2:14-18)
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That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His
promise in Christ through the gospel, …  (Eph 3:6)

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling
with which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering,
bearing with one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in
one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of
all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.  (Eph 4:1-6)

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and
some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed
to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men,
in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may
grow up in all things into Him who is the head – Christ – from whom the whole
body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the
effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body
for the edifying of itself in love.  (Eph 4:11-16)

For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He
is the Savior of the body.  (Eph 5:23)

So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his
wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. For we are members of His body, of
His flesh and of His bones.  (Eph 5:28-30)

Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come
and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, and not in any
way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition, but to
you of salvation, and that from God.  (Plp 1:27-28)

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all
things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were
created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all
things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
(Col 1:15-18)

I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in
the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, of which I
became a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me
for you, to fulfill the Word of God, the mystery which has been hidden from ages
and from generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. To them God
willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we preach, warning every
man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man
perfect in Christ Jesus.  (Col 1:24-28)
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So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon
or sabbaths, which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of
Christ. Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and
worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly
puffed up by his fleshly mind, and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the
body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the
increase that is from God.  (Col 2:16-19)

Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, and
have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of
Him who created him, where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.
Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies,
kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and
forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ
forgave you, so you also must do. But above all these things put on love, which is
the bond of perfection. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also
you were called in one body; and be thankful.  (Col 3:12-15)

For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ
Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time, for which I
was appointed a preacher and an apostle – I am speaking the truth in Christ and
not lying – a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.  (1Ti 2:5-7)

Shadows and Prophecy

And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.  (Gen 5:24)

“If any of you are driven out to the farthest parts under heaven, from there the
Lord your God will gather you, and from there He will bring you. Then the Lord
your God will bring you to the land which your fathers possessed, and you shall
possess it. He will prosper you and multiply you more than your fathers.”
(Deu 30:4-5)

Then it happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire
appeared with horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah went up
by a whirlwind into heaven.  (2Ki 2:11)

… and refined gold by weight for the altar of incense, and for the construction of
the chariot, that is, the gold cherubim that spread their wings and overshadowed
the ark of the covenant of the Lord. “All this,” said David, “the Lord made me
understand in writing, by His hand upon me, all the works of these plans.”
(1Ch 28:18-19)

“And the remnant who have escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root
downward, and bear fruit upward. For out of Jerusalem shall go a remnant, and
those who escape from Mount Zion. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.”
(2Ki 19:30-31)

As for God, His way is perfect; the Word of the Lord is proven; He is a shield to all
who trust in Him.  (Psa 18:30)

You have also given me the shield of Your salvation; Your right hand has held me
up, Your gentleness has made me great.  (Psa 18:35)

Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help and our shield. For our heart shall
rejoice in Him, because we have trusted in His holy name.  (Psa 33:20-21)
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God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne. The princes of the
people have gathered together, the people of the God of Abraham. For the shields
of the earth belong to God; He is greatly exalted.  (Psa 47:8-9)

Our God shall come, and shall not keep silent; a fire shall devour before Him, and
it shall be very tempestuous all around Him. He shall call to the heavens from
above, and to the earth, that He may judge His people: “Gather My saints
together to Me, those who have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice.”
Let the heavens declare His righteousness, for God Himself is Judge.   Selah
(Psa 50:3-6)

“And in that day there shall be a Root of Jessse, who shall stand as a banner to
the people; for the Gentiles shall seek Him, and His resting place shall be
glorious.”  It shall come to pass in that day that the Lord shall set His hand again
the second time to recover the remnant of His people who are left, from Assyria
and Egypt, from Pathos and Cush, from Elam and Shinar, from Hamath and the
islands of the sea. He will set up a banner for the nations, and will assemble the
outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four
corners of the earth.  (Isa 11:10-12)

And it will be said in that day: “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him,
and He will save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for Him; we will be glad and
rejoice in His salvation.”  (Isa 25:9)

Your dead shall live; together with my dead body they shall arise. Awake and
sing, you who dwell in dust; for your dew is like the dew of herbs, and the earth
shall cast out the dead.  (Isa 26:19)

Therefore the Lord will wait, that He may be gracious to you; and therefore He
will be exalted, that He may have mercy on you. For the Lord is a God of justice;
blessed are all those who wait for Him.  (Isa 30:18)

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who
are fearful-hearted, “Be strong, do not fear! Behold, your God will come with
vengeance, with the recompense of God; He will come and save you.”
(Isa 35:3-4)

“Fear not, for I AM with you; I will bring your descendants from the east, and
gather you from the west; I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’  and to the
south, ‘Do not keep them back!’  Bring My sons from afar, and My daughters from
the ends of the earth – everyone who is called by My name, whom I have created
for My glory; I have formed him, yes, I have made him.”  (Isa 43:5-7)

Who is this who comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah, this One
who is glorious in His apparel, traveling in the greatness of His strength? –
“I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save.”
Why is your apparel red, and Your garments like one who treads in the
winepress? -
“I have trodden the winepress alone, and from the peoples no one was with Me.
For I have trodden them in My anger, and trampled them in My fury; their blood
is sprinkled upon My garments, and I have stained all My robes. For the day of
vengeance is in My heart, and the year of My redeemed has come. I looked, but
there was no one to help, and I wondered that there was no one to uphold;
therefore My own arm brought salvation for Me; and My own fury, it sustained
Me. I have trodden down the peoples in My anger, made them drunk in My fury,
and brought down their strength to the earth.”  (Isa 63:1-6)
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“For as the new heavens and the new earth which I will make shall remain before
Me,”  says the Lord. “So shall your descendants and your name remain. And it
shall come to pass that from one New Moon to another, and from one Sabbath to
another, all flesh shall come to worship before Me,”  says the Lord.
(Isa 66:22-23)

“Return, O backsliding children,”  says the Lord; “for I AM married to you. I will
take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion. And
I will give you shepherds according to My heart, who will feed you with knowledge
and understanding.”  (Jer 3:14-15)

“Therefore you shall speak to them this word: ‘Thus says the Lord God of Israel:
“Every bottle shall be filled with wine.” ’  And they will say to you, ‘Do we not
certainly know that every bottle will be filled with wine?’  Then you shall say to
them, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will fill all the inhabitants of this land –
even the kings who sit on David’s throne, the priests, the prophets, and all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem – with drunkenness! And I will dash them one against
another, even the fathers and the sons together,”  says the Lord. “I will not pity
nor spare nor have mercy, but will destroy them.” ’ ”  (Jer 13:12-14)

O Lord, the hope of Israel, all who forsake You shall be ashamed. “Those who
depart from Me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the
Lord, the Fountain of living waters.”  (Jer 17:13)

For thus says the Lord God of Israel to me:
“Take this wine cup of fury from My hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I
send you, to drink it. And they will drink and stagger and go mad because of the
sword that I will send among them.”
Then I took the cup from the Lord’s hand, and made all the nations drink, to
whom the Lord has sent me: …

“Therefore you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel:
“Drink, be drunk, and vomit! Fall and rise no more, because of the sword which I
will send among you.” ’  And it shall be, if they refuse to take the cup from your
hand to drink, then you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts: “You shall
certainly drink! For behold, I begin to bring calamity on the city which is called by
My name, and should you be utterly unpunished? You shall not be unpunished,
for I will call for a sword on all the inhabitants of the earth,” says the Lord of
hosts.’  Therefore prophesy against them all these words, and say to them:
‘The Lord will roar from on high, and utter His voice from His holy habitation;
He will roar mightily against His fold. He will give a shout, as those who tread the
grapes, against all the inhabitants of the earth. A noise will come to the ends of
the earth – for the Lord has a controversy with the nations; He will plead His case
with all flesh. He will give those who are wicked to the sword,’ says the Lord.”
Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Behold, disaster shall go forth from nation to
nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the farthest parts of the
earth. And at that day the slain of the Lord shall be from one end of the earth
even to the other end of the earth. They shall not be lamented, or gathered, or
buried; they shall become refuse on the ground.”  (Jer 25:15-17,27-33)

“The yoke of my transgressions was bound; they were woven together by His
hands, and thrust upon my neck. He made my strength fail; the Lord delivered
me into the hands of those whom I am not able to withstand. The Lord has
trampled underfoot all my mighty men in my midst; He has called an assembly
against me to crush my young men; the Lord trampled as in a winepress the
virgin daughter of Judah.”  (Lam 1:14-15)
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“Young and old lie on the ground in the streets; my virgins and my young men
have fallen by the sword; You have slain them in the day of Your anger, You have
slaughtered and not pitied.”  (Lam 2:21)

“Son of man, prophesy and say, ‘Thus says the Lord!’  Say:
‘A sword, a sword is sharpened and also polished!  Sharpened to make a dreadful
slaughter, polished to flash like lightning!  Should we then make mirth?
It despises the scepter of My son, as it does all wood. And He has given it to be
polished, that it may be handled; this sword is sharpened, and it is polished to be
given into the hand of the slayer.’  Cry and wail, son of man; for it will be against
My people, against all the princes of Israel. Terrors including the sword will be
against My people; therefore strike your thigh. Because it is a testing, and what if
the sword despises even the scepter?  The scepter shall be no more,” says the
Lord God.  (Eze 21:9-13)

“Let the nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; for there
I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. Put in the sickle, for the harvest is
ripe. Come, go down; for the winepress is full, the vats overflow – for their
wickedness is great.”  (Joe 3:12-13)

“For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the
coming of the Son of Man be. For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be
gathered together. Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man will
appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will
see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather
together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”
(Mat 24:27-31)

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.
But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but
My Father only. But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son
of Man be. For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did
not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of
the Son of Man be. Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the
other left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and the other
left. Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. But
know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would
come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into.
Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.”  (Mat 24:35-44)

“Likewise as it was also in the days of Lot: They ate, they drank, they bought,
they sold, they planted, they built; but on the day that Lot went out of Sodom it
rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all. Even so will it be
in the day when the Son of Man is revealed.”  (Luk 17:28-30)

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. But
take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing,
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For
it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth.
Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all
these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
(Luk 21:33-36)
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“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who
sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed
from death into life. Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is,
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live.
For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in
Himself, and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the
Son of Man. Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in
the graves will hear His voice and come forth – those who have done good, to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of
condemnation. I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is
righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent
Me.”  (Joh 5:24-30)

“All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will
by no means cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will,
but the will of Him who sent Me. This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of
all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day.
And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and
believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day."
(Joh 6:37-40)

“No one can come to Me unless My Father who sent Me draws him; and I will
raise him up at the last day.”  (Joh 6:44)

“Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him
up at the last day.”  (Joh 6:54)

“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My
Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. And
where I go you know, and the way you know.”  (Joh 14:1-4)

But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen
asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.
For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain
until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.
Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.
Therefore comfort one another with these words.  (1Th 4:13-18)

For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in
the night. For when they say, “Peace and safety!”  then sudden destruction comes
upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.
(Joh 5:2-3)

Humble your selves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.  (Jam 4:10)

Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son
of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. And
another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on
the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to reap,
for the harvest of the earth is ripe.”  So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His
sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped.  (Rev 14:14-16)
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Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a
sharp sickle. And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over
fire, and he cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust
in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her
grapes are fully ripe.”  So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered
the vine of the earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.
And the winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood came out of the
winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs.
(Rev 14:17-20)

Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His
eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a
name written that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed with a robe
dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies in
heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now
out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations.
And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress
of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on His robe and on His
thigh a name written:  KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.  (Rev 19:11-15)

Noah’s Ark
So the Lord said, “I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the
earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that
I have made them.”  But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.  (Gen 6:7-8)

And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is
filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.
Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside
and outside with pitch. And this is how you shall make it: … And behold, I Myself
am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in
which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die. But I will
establish My covenant with you; and you shall go into the ark – you, your sons,
your wife, and your sons’ wives with you… And you shall take for yourself of all
food that is eaten, and you shall gather it to yourself; and it shall be food for you
and for them.”  Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he
did.  (Gen 6:13-22)

Let’s have a closer look at verse 14.

Gen 6:14  MakeH6213 thee an arkH8392 of gopherH1613 wood;H6086 roomsH7064 shalt
thou makeH6213 (H853) in the ark,H8392 and shalt pitchH3722 it withinH4480 H1004 and
withoutH4480 H2351 with pitch.H3724

Now why would there be two different Hebrew words for ‘pitch’?
Using my wonderful e-sword program, I discovered the meaning, of these words.

H3722 : Appease, attonement, reconcile, reconciliation, reconciling, cleansed,
merciful, forgiven, purged, pardon, forgave, pacify, covered, forgive, pacified…

H3724 : Cover, payment, ransom, bribe, satisfaction, henna…

Now because it’s my study; I will assume that these two words generally mean
‘reconcile’ and ‘ransom’. So let’s look for scriptures to explain  ‘reconcile’ and
‘ransom’ to give us a clearer understanding of the meaning.
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Reconcile
For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His
Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not
only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received the reconciliation.  (Rom 5:10-11)

Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ,
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ
reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trepasses to them, and has
committed to us the word of reconciliation. Now then, we are ambassadors for
Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s
behalf, be reconciled to God.  (2Co 5:18-20)

For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to
reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in
heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.  (Col 1:19-20)

Ransom
“I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death.
O Death, I will be your plagues!       O Grave, I will be your destruction!
Pity is hidden from My eyes.”  (Hos 13:14)

“And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. For even the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for
many.”  (Mar 10:44-45)

For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ
Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time, for which I
was appointed a preacher and an apostle – I am speaking the truth in Christ and
not lying – a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.  (1Ti 2:5-7)

Conclusion
Now from what I’ve discovered, I think a more appropiate translation for this
verse, according to all the Hebrew words used would be:- “Make yourself an ark
of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, it will be a house of reconciliation,
separate in the ransom.”  (My translation of Gen 6:14)

Remembering that ‘wood’ and ‘tree’ refers to the cross; the ark (shield) was a
vessel of salvation, for the eight righteous people and animals, rescued in it. The
Lord closed the door of the ark when all the righteous were safely inside. Jesus
Christ is the Door of our salvation, and people can only be saved through Him.
From this illustration, we can see that there are no second chances for salvation,
once the period of opportunity for choice has expired. The ark floated upwards on
the surface of the flood waters, to a height of 15 cubits above the mountains.
(How high were those mountains?)  Everything was covered and reshaped by the
waters, which cleansed and removed all traces of sin from the earth. Jesus Christ
is the Body of Salvation from death for all those who believe in Him, and have
accepted Him as their Saviour, and are thus living in Him. This indicates that
when Jesus comes back, the righteous will again be taken up; before the Earth is
reshaped and reworked by fire (removing all traces of sin) to produce a perfect
sin-free earth. We are the Lord’s inheritance, as the New Earth is our inheritance.
No more sin, sickness, disease, pain, hate, death, torment, tears …….

So how do you like the Gospel so far?

-oOo-


