Two substitutions
The two sons of Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh, substitute Levi and Joseph, as sons of
Jacob (Israel), for the promised lands of inheritance. Ephraim being the greater.
Then Jacob said to Joseph: “God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan
and blessed me, and said to me, ‘Behold, I will make you fruitful and multiply you, and I
will make of you a multitude of people, and give this land to your descendants after you
as an everlasting possession.’ And now your two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, who were
born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and
Simeon, they shall be mine. Your offspring whom you beget after them shall be yours;
they will be called by the name of their brothers in their inheritance. But as for me,
when I came from Padan, Rachel died beside me in the land of Canaan on the way, when
there was but a little distance to go to Ephrath; (that is, Bethlehem).” (Gen 48:3-7)
Then Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it on Ephraim’s head, who was the
younger, and his left hand on Manasseh’s head, guiding his hands knowingly, for Manasseh
was the firstborn. So he blessed them that day, saying, “By you Israel will bless, saying,
‘May God make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh!’ ” And thus he set Ephraim before
Manasseh. (Gen 48:14,20)
These are the families of the Levites: the family of the Libnites, the family of the
Hebronites, the family of the Mahlites, the family of the Mushites, and the family of
the Korathites. And Kohath begot Amram. The name of Amram’s wife was Jochebed the
daughter of Levi, who was born to Levi in Egypt; and to Amram she bore Aaron and
Moses and their sister Miriam. (Num 26:58-59)
So the Lord spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. And he would
return to the camp, but his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, did not depart
from the tabernacle. (Exo 33:11)
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I
am giving to the children of Israel; from each tribe of their fathers you shall send a
man, every one a leader among them.” So Moses sent them from the Wilderness of
Paran according to the command of the Lord, all of them men who were heads of the
children of Israel. Now these were their names: from the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the
son of Zaccur; from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori; from the tribe of
Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh; from the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph;
from the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Nun; from the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the
son of Raphu; from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi; from the tribe of
Joseph, that is, from the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi; from the tribe of
Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli; from the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael;
from the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi; from the tribe of Gad, Geuel the
son of Machi. These are the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land. And
Moses called Hoshea the son of Nun, Joshua. (Num 13:1-16)

So Joshua represented the tribe of Ephraim, and Caleb the tribe of Judah. The tribe of
Levi was no longer included in the twelve tribes, because they now belonged to the Lord
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and were responsible for the daily running and maintenance of the sanctuary and all its
furnishings.
Only to the tribe of Levi he had given no inheritance; the sacrifices of the Lord God of
Israel made by fire are their inheritance, as He said to them. (Jos 13:14)
So all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night.
And all the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, and the whole
congregation said to them, “If only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had
died in this wilderness! Why has the Lord brought us to this land to fall by the sword,
that our wives and children should become victims? Would it not be better for us to
return to Egypt?” So they said to one another, “Let us select a leader and return to
Egypt.” Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the
congregation of the children of Israel. But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of
Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; and
they spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, “The land we passed
through to spy out is an exceedingly good land. If the Lord delights in us, then He will
bring us into this land and give it to us, ‘a land which flows with milk and honey.’ Only do
not rebel against the Lord, nor fear the people of the land, for they are our bread; their
protection has departed from them, and the Lord is with us. Do not fear them.” And all
the congregation said to stone them with stones. Now the glory of the Lord appeared in
the tabernacle of meeting before all the children of Israel. (Num 14:1-10)

So Joshua and Caleb take a stand with Moses and Aaron, against the congregation.
And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, “How long shall I bear with this evil
congregation who complain against Me? I have heard the complaints which the children
of Israel make against Me. Say to them, ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘just as you have
spoken in My hearing, so I will do to you: The carcasses of you who have complained
against Me shall fall in this wilderness, all of you who were numbered, according to your
entire number, from twenty years old and above. Except for Caleb the son of Jephunneh
and Joshua the son of Nun, you shall by no means enter the land which I swore I would
make you dwell in. But your little ones, whom you said would be victims, I will bring in, and
they shall know the land which you have despised. But as for you, your carcasses shall
fall in this wilderness.’ ” (Num 14:26-32)

Joshua and Caleb along with Moses and Aaron are promised to survive the forty year
period, of the Lord’s judgment on the disobedient children of Israel.
And the Lord said to Moses: “Take Joshua the son of Nun with you, a man in whom is the
Spirit, and lay your hand on him; set him before Eleazar the priest and before all the
congregation, and inaugurate him in their sight. And you shall give some of your authority
to him, that all the congregation of the children of Israel may be obedient. He shall
stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire before the Lord for him by the
judgment of the Urim. At his word they shall go out, and at his word they shall come in,
he and all the children of Israel with him – all the congregation.” (Num 27:18-21)

Joshua succeeds Moses and becomes Israel’s new leader. So the leader of the tribe of
Ephraim replaces the leader from the tribe of Levi.
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Then Moses called Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, “Be strong and of
good courage, for you must go with this people to the land which the Lord has sworn to
their fathers to give them, and you shall cause them to inherit it. And the Lord, He is
the One who goes before you. He will be with you, He will not leave you nor forsake you;
do not fear nor be dismayed.” (Deu 31:7-8)
And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and
behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sworn drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to
Him and said to Him, “Are You for us or for our adversaries?” So He said, “No, but as
Commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.” And Joshua fell on his face to
the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, “What does my Lord say to His servant?”
Then the Commander of the Lord’s army said to Joshua, “Take your sandal off your foot,
for the place where you stand is holy.” And Joshua did so. (Jos 5:13-15)
Then the children of Judah came to Joshua in Gilgal. And Caleb the son of Jephunneh
the Kenizzite said to him: “You know the word which the Lord said to Moses the man of
God concerning you and me in Kadesh Barnea. I was forty years old when Moses the
servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh Barnea to spy out the land, and I brought back
word to him as it was in my heart. Nevertheless my brethren who went up with me made
the heart of the people melt, but I wholly followed the Lord my God. So Moses swore on
that day, saying, ‘Surely the land where your foot has trodden shall be your inheritance
and your children’s forever, because you have wholly followed the Lord my God.’ And
now, behold, the Lord has kept me alive, as He said, these forty-five years, ever since
the Lord spoke this word to Moses while Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now,
here I am this day, eighty-five years old. As yet I am as strong this day as on the day
that Moses sent me; just as my strength was then, so now is my strength for war, both
for going out and for coming in. Now therefore, give me this mountain of which the Lord
spoke in that day; for you heard in that day how the Anakim were there, and that the
cities were great and fortified. It may be that the Lord will be with me, and I shall be
able to drive them out as the Lord said.” And Joshua blessed him, and gave Hebron to
Caleb the son of Jephunneh as an inheritance. Hebron therefore became the inheritance
of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed the
Lord God of Israel. And the name of Hebron formerly was Kirjath Arba (Arba was the
greatest man among the Anakim). Then the land had rest from war. (Jos 14:6-15)

Caleb and the tribe of Judah inherits the Jebusite city, which becomes Jerusalem.
So this was the lot of the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families:
The border of Edom at the Wilderness of Zin southward was the extreme southern
boundary. And their southern border began at the shore of the Salt Sea, from the bay
that faces southward. Then it went out to the southern side of the Ascent of Akrabbim,
passed along to Zin, ascended on the south side of Kadesh Barnea, passed along to
Hezron, went up to Adar, and went around to Karkaa. From there it passed toward
Azmon and went out to the Brook of Egypt; and the border ended at the sea. This shall
be your southern border. The east border was the Salt Sea as far as the mouth of the
Jordan. And the border on the northern quarter began at the bay of the sea at the
mouth of the Jordan. The border went up to Beth Hoglah and passed north of Beth
Arabah; and the border went up to the stone of Bohan the son of Reuben. Then the
border went up toward Debir from the Valley of Achor, and it turned northward toward
Gilgal, which is before the Ascent of Adummim, which is on the south side of the valley.

3

The border continued toward the waters of En Shemesh and ended at En Rogel. And the
border went up by the Valley of the Son of Hinnom to the southern slope of the
Jebusite city (which is Jerusalem). The border went up to the top of the mountain that
lies before the Valley of Hinnom westward, which is at the end of the Valley of Rephaim
northward. Then the border went around from the top of the hill to the fountain of the
water of Nephtoah, and extended to the cities of Mount Ephron. And the border went
around to Baalah (which is Kirjath Jearim).

Kirjath Jearim was where the Ark of the Covenant was kept for twenty years between
staying at Shiloh and Jerusalem.
Then the border turned westward from Baalah to Mount Seir, passed along to the side
of Mount Jearim on the north (which is Chesalon), went down to Beth Shemesh, and
passed on to Timnah. And the border went out to the side of Ekron northward. Then the
border went to Shicron, passed along to Mount Baalah, and extended to Jabneel; and the
border ended at the sea. The west border was the coastline of the Great Sea. This is
the boundary of the children of Judah all around according to their families.
(Jos 15:1-12)
As for the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the children of Judah could not
drive them out; but the Jebusites dwell with the children of Judah at Jerusalem to this
day. (Jos 15:63)
The lot fell to the children of Joseph from the Jordan, by Jericho, to the waters of
Jericho on the east, to the wilderness that goes up from Jericho through the mountains
to Bethel, then went out from Bethel to Luz, passed along to the border of the Archites
at Ataroth, and went down westward to the boundary of the Japhletites, as far as the
boundary of Lower Beth Horon to Gezer; and it ended at the sea. So the children of
Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, took their inheritance. The border of the children of
Ephraim, according to their families, was thus: The border of their inheritance on the
east side was Ataroth Addar as far as Upper Beth Horon. And the border went out
toward the sea on the north side of Michmethath; then the border went around
eastward to Taanath Shiloh, and passed by it on the east of Janohah. Then it went down
from Janohah to Ataroth and Naarah, reached to Jericho, and came out at the Jordan.
The border went out from Tappuah westward to the Brook Kanah, and it ended at the
sea. This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Ephraim according to their
families. The separate cities for the children of Ephraim were among the inheritance of
the children of Manasseh, all the cities with their villages. And they did not drive out
the Canaanites who dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites dwell among the Ephraimites to
this day and have become forced laborers. (Jos 16:1-10)

Joshua’s inheritance and Shiloh becomes the city of the Lord, where the Ark of the
Covenant is kept.
Now the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and
set up the tabernacle of meeting there. And the land was subdued before them. But
there remained among the children of Israel seven tribes which had not yet received
their inheritance. Then Joshua said to the children of Israel: “How long will you neglect
to go and possess the land which the Lord God of your fathers has given you? Pick out
from among you three men for each tribe, and I will send them; they shall rise and go
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through the land, survey it according to their inheritance, and come back to me. And
they shall divide it into seven parts. Judah shall remain in their territory on the south,
and the house of Joseph shall remain in their territory on the north. You shall therefore
survey the land in seven parts and bring the survey here to me, that I may cast lots for
you here before the Lord our God. But the Levites have no part among you, for the
priesthood of the Lord is their inheritance. And Gad, Reuben, and half the tribe of
Manasseh have received their inheritance beyond the Jordan on the east, which Moses
the servant of the Lord gave them.”
Then the men arose to go away; and Joshua charged those who went to survey the land,
saying, "Go, walk through the land, survey it, and come back to me, that I may cast lots
for you here before the Lord in Shiloh.” So the men went, passed through the land, and
wrote the survey in a book in seven parts by cities; and they came to Joshua at the camp
in Shiloh. Then Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh before the Lord, and there Joshua
divided the land according to their divisions. (Jos 18:1-10)
When they had made an end of dividing the land as an inheritance according to their
borders, the children of Israel gave an inheritance among them to Joshua the son of
Nun. According to the word of the Lord they gave him the city which he asked for,
Timnath Serah in the mountains of Ephraim; and he built a city and dwelt in it. These
were the inheritances which Eleazar the priest, Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of
the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel divided as an inheritance by lot in
Shiloh before the Lord, at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. So they made an end
of dividing the country. (Jos 19:49-51)

Cities of the Levites
Then the heads of the fathers’ houses of the Levites came near to Eleazar the priest, to
Joshua the son of Nun, and to the heads of the fathers’ houses of the tribes of the
children of Israel. And they spoke to them at Shiloh in the land of Canaan, saying,
“The Lord commanded through Moses to give us cities to dwell in, with their commonlands for our livestock.” So the children of Israel gave to the Levites from their
inheritance, at the commandment of the Lord, these cities and their common-lands:
Now the lot came out for the families of the Kohathites. And the children of Aaron the
priest, who were of the Levites, had thirteen cities by lot from the tribe of Judah, from
the tribe of Simeon, and from the tribe of Benjamin. The rest of the children of Kohath
had ten cities by lot from the families of the tribe of Ephraim, from the tribe of Dan,
and from the half-tribe of Manasseh. And the children of Gershon had thirteen cities by
lot from the families of the tribe of Issachar, from the tribe of Asher, from the tribe
of Naphtali, and from the half-tribe of Manasseh in Bashan. The children of Merari
according to their families had twelve cities from the tribe of Reuben, from the tribe of
Gad, and from the tribe of Zebulun. And the children of Israel gave these cities with
their common-lands by lot to the Levites, as the Lord had commanded by the hand of
Moses. So they gave from the tribe of the children of Judah and from the tribe of the
children of Simeon these cities which are designated by name, which were for the
children of Aaron, one of the families of the Kohathites, who were of the children of
Levi; for the lot was theirs first. And they gave them Kirjath Arba (Arba was the father
of Anak), which is Hebron, in the mountains of Judah, with the common-land surrounding
it. But the fields of the city and its villages they gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh as
his possession. (Jos 21:1-12)
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Then the children of Dan set up for themselves the carved image; and Jonathan the son
of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the
day of the captivity of the land. So they set up for themselves Micah’s carved image
which he had made, all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh. (Jud 18:30-31)
Then they said, “In fact, there is a yearly feast of the Lord in Shiloh, which is north of
Bethel, on the east side of the highway that goes up from Bethel to Shechem, and south
of Lebonah.” Therefore they instructed the children of Benjamin, saying, “Go, lie in wait
in the vineyards, and watch; and just when the daughters of Shiloh come out to perform
their dances, then come out from the vineyards, and every man catch a wife for himself
from the daughters of Shiloh; then go to the land of Benjamin.” (Jud 21:19-21)
In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.
(Jud 21:25)
This man went up from his city yearly to worship and sacrifice to the Lord of hosts in
Shiloh. Also the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the Lord, were
there. (1Sa 1:3)
Now the sons of Eli were corrupt; they did not know the Lord. (1Sa 2:12)
So Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground.
And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel had been established as a
prophet of the Lord. Then the Lord appeared again in Shiloh. For the Lord revealed
Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the Lord. And the word of Samuel came to
all Israel. (1Sa 3:19-21)
Now Israel went out to battle against the Philistines, and encamped beside Ebenezer;
and the Philistines encamped in Aphek. Then the Philistines put themselves in battle
array against Israel. And when they joined battle, Israel was defeated by the
Philistines, who killed about four thousand men of the army in the field. And when the
people had come into the camp, the elders of Israel said, “Why has the Lord defeated us
today before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord from
Shiloh to us, that when it comes among us it may save us from the hand of our enemies.”
So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from there the ark of the covenant
of the Lord of hosts, who dwells between the cherubim. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni
and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God. (1Sa 4:1-4)
So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, and every man fled to his tent. There
was a very great slaughter, and there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot soldiers. Also
the ark of God was captured; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.
(1Sa 4:10-11)
Yet they tested and provoked the Most High God, and did not keep His testimonies, but
turned back and acted unfaithfully like their fathers; they were turned aside like a
deceitful bow. For they provoked Him to anger with their high places, and moved Him to
jealousy with their carved images. When God heard this, He was furious, and greatly
abhorred Israel, so that He forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent He had placed
among men, and delivered His strength into captivity, and His glory into the enemy’s
hand.
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He also gave His people over to the sword, and was furious with His inheritance.
(Psa 78:56-62)
Now the ark of the Lord was in the country of the Philistines seven months. (1Sa 6:1)
Then the men of Kirjath Jearim came and took the ark of the Lord, and brought it into
the house of Abinadab on the hill, and consecrated Eleazar his son to keep the ark of
the Lord. So it was that the ark remained in Kirjath Jearim a long time; it was there
twenty years. And all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord. Then Samuel spoke
to all the house of Israel, saying, “If you return to the Lord with all your hearts, then
put away the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths from among you, and prepare your hearts
for the Lord, and serve Him only; and He will deliver you from the hand of the
Philistines.” So the children of Israel put away the Baals and the Ashtoreths, and
served the Lord only. (1Sa 7:1-4)
Again David gathered all the choice men of Israel, thirty thousand. And David arose and
went with all the people who were with him from Baale Judah to bring up from there the
ark of God, whose name is called by the Name, the Lord of Hosts, who dwells between
the cherubim. So they set the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house
of Abinadab, which was on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the
new cart. And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill,
accompanying the ark of God; and Ahio went before the ark. Then David and all the
house of Israel played music before the Lord on all kinds of instruments of fir wood, on
harps, on stringed instruments, on tambourines, on sistrums, and on cymbals. And when
they came to Nachon’s threshing floor, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and
took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. Then the anger of the Lord was aroused against
Uzzah, and God struck him there for his error; and he died there by the ark of God. And
David became angry because of the Lord’s outbreak against Uzzah; and he called the
name of the place Perez Uzzah to this day. David was afraid of the Lord that day; and
he said, "How can the ark of the Lord come to me?" So David would not move the ark of
the Lord with him into the City of David; but David took it aside into the house of ObedEdom the Gittite. The ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite
three months. And the Lord blessed Obed-Edom and all his household. (2Sa 6:1-11)
Now it was told King David, saying, "The Lord has blessed the house of Obed-Edom and
all that belongs to him, because of the ark of God." So David went and brought up the
ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with gladness. And so it
was, when those bearing the ark of the Lord had gone six paces, that he sacrificed oxen
and fatted sheep. Then David danced before the Lord with all his might; and David was
wearing a linen ephod. So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the
Lord with shouting and with the sound of the trumpet. Now as the ark of the Lord came
into the City of David, Michal, Saul's daughter, looked through a window and saw King
David leaping and whirling before the Lord; and she despised him in her heart. So they
brought the ark of the Lord, and set it in its place in the midst of the tabernacle that
David had erected for it. Then David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings
before the Lord. And when David had finished offering burnt offerings and peace
offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the Lord of hosts. (2Sa 6:12-18)
Now Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the chief
fathers of the children of Israel, to King Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might bring
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up the ark of the covenant of the Lord from the City of David, which is Zion. Therefore
all the men of Israel assembled with King Solomon at the feast in the month of Ethanim,
which is the seventh month. So all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the
ark. Then they brought up the ark of the Lord, the tabernacle of meeting, and all the
holy furnishings that were in the tabernacle. The priests and the Levites brought them
up. (1Ki 8:1-4)
Moreover He rejected the tent of Joseph, and did not choose the tribe of Ephraim, but
chose the tribe of Judah, Mount Zion which He loved. And He built His sanctuary like
the heights, like the earth which He has established forever. He also chose David His
servant, and took him from the sheepfolds; from following the ewes that had young He
brought him, to shepherd Jacob His people, and Israel His inheritance. So he
shepherded them according to the integrity of his heart, and guided them by the
skillfulness of his hands. (Psa 78:67-72)
“Has this house, which is called by My name, become a den of thieves in your eyes?
Behold, I, even I, have seen it,” says the Lord. “But go now to My place which was in
Shiloh, where I set My name at the first, and see what I did to it because of the
wickedness of My people Israel. And now, because you have done all these works,” says
the Lord, “and I spoke to you, rising up early and speaking, but you did not hear, and I
called you, but you did not answer, therefore I will do to the house which is called by My
name, in which you trust, and to this place which I gave to you and your fathers, as I
have done to Shiloh. And I will cast you out of My sight, as I have cast out all your
brethren – the whole posterity of Ephraim.” (Jer 7:11-15)
“And you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord: “If you will not listen to Me, to walk in
My law which I have set before you, to heed the words of My servants the prophets
whom I sent to you, both rising up early and sending them (but you have not heeded),
then I will make this house like Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all the nations
of the earth.” ’ ” So the priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah
speaking these words in the house of the Lord. (Jer 26:1-7)

Joshua the servant of Moses, from the tribe of Ephraim, demonstrated his love for the
Lord, while they were still at Mount Horeb. Caleb, from the tribe of Judah, joined
Joshua in demonstrating his love for the Lord by also standing with Moses and Aaron
against the disobedient congregation.
The first fixed abode for the Ark of the Covenant was Shiloh in the land of Ephraim and
the second fixed abode for the Ark of the Covenant was Jerusalem in the land of Judah.
The twenty years the Ark stayed at Kirjath Jearim, resulted in only the house of
Abinadab being blessed. The Lord blessed those who made room for the Ark of the
Covenant, in the years between it staying at Shiloh and Jerusalem. It was David who
brought the Ark back to the tabernacle in Jerusalem. I conclude that people who make
room for the presence of God, are blessed by God. Another person who constantly spent
time in the presence of the Lord was Samuel, and he became a true prophet of the Lord.
The righteous are always established, and the wicked are removed, from God’s presence.
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