Two Laws
Why do people argue so fiercely, about what we should do, and what we should
not do? Preaching becomes particularly offensive, when it is merchandised!
Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us
diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. For we are to God the
fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are
perishing. To the one we are the aroma of death leading to to death, and to the
other the aroma of life leading to life. And who is sufficient for these things?
For we are not, as so many, peddling the word of God; but as of sincerity, but as
from God, we speak in the sight of God in Christ. (2Co 2:14-17)
Buy the truth, and do not sell it, also wisdom and instruction and understanding.
(Pro 23:23)
“Now hear this, you heads of the house of Jacob and rulers of the house of Israel,
who abhor justice and pervert all equity, who build up Zion with bloodshed and
Jerusalem with iniquity: Her heads judge for a bribe, her priests teach for pay,
and the prophets divine for money. Yet they lean on the Lord, and say, ‘Is not the
Lord among us? No harm can come upon us.’ Therefore because of you Zion
shall be plowed like a field, Jerusalem shall become heaps of ruins, and the
mountain of the temple like the bare hills of the forest.” (Mic 3:9-12)
“Micah of Moresheth prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spoke
to all the people of Judah, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Zion shall be
plowed like a field, Jerusalem shall become heaps of ruins, and the mountain of
the temple like the bare hills of the forest.” ’ ” (Jer 26:18)
These were Israel’s early days, long before the destruction of Solomon’s temple!
Jesus said: “Freely you have received, freely give.” (Mat 10:8)
And yet listening to sermons today, its all about selling books, CD’s and DVD’s!
People preach against the law, saying it is no longer valid, but then they use the
law of tithing, intended for supporting the Levitical priesthood; to exact taxes on
the congregation. How often have you heard this read before the collection?
“Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ‘In what way have
we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings. You are cursed with a curse, for you
have robbed Me, even this whole nation.” (Mal 3:8-9)
It is not the practice of giving I am opposing, giving is good, and we are meant to
give freely and with joy; but the practice, of using scripture to extract money
from the congregation through feelings of guilt. This is a wicked practice!
The story of the widow’s two mites, illustrates the correct attitude for selfless
giving for the welfare of others! (Mar 12:41-44 and Luk 21:1-4)
Jesus said: “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did
not come to destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and
earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is
fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and
teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does
and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”
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“For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of
the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.”
(Mat 5:17-20)
Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still
with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses
and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.”
And He opened their
understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures. Then He said to
them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to
rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And you
are witnesses of these things. Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you;
but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.”
(Luk 24:44-49)
We can see that Jesus fulfilled the Law, when He died and was raised from death
on the third day. Heaven and earth has not passed away yet, so the Law is still
very much applicable to mankind; but which laws have been done away with?
Paul said: “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,
rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught,
abounding in it with thanksgiving. Beware lest anyone cheat you through
philosophy and empty deceit [theory of evolution], according to the tradition of
men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.
For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in
Him, who is the head of all principality and power. In Him you were also
circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of
the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, buried with Him in baptism,
in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God,
who raised Him from the dead. And you, being dead in your trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having
forgiven you all trespasses, having wiped out the handwriting of requirements
that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the
way, having nailed it to the cross. Having disarmed principalities and powers,
He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. So let no one
judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths,
which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ.
Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship
of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by
his fleshly mind, and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body,
nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that
is from God. Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the
world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to
regulations – “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” which all concern
things which perish with the using – according to the commandments and
doctrines of men?
These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false
humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of
the flesh. If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above,
not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God." (Col 2:6 – 3:3)
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There is great confusion about God’s Law, when and how it should be applied!
People take these verses from Colossians and say, “Aha! The weekly Sabbath Day
has been done away with!”?
There are two forms of the Law which God implemented. The first is His eternal
Law which consists of Ten Commandments. These ten laws were written by God’s
hand, on two tablets of stone, twice, and stored inside the Ark of the Testimony.
The second form is the Law of Moses, which Moses wrote in book. These were
added because of Israel’s disobedience, and served as a witness to Israel, when
they had gone astray. This book was placed beside the Ark, and not inside. This
indicates the temporary nature of these laws. Joshua, son of Nun, also wrote in
this book.
These laws governed sacrifices, purifications and washings, foods and drinks,
festivals and everything else pertaining to temple worship. These laws were a
shadow of Jesus Christ, introducing the meaning of His role as High Priest and His
eternal, perfect, and final blood sacrifice for Sin. It is these laws which were
nailed to the cross.
Here are the scriptures, which support what I have stated:Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying,
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” Jesus said to him,
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with
all your mind.’ This is the first and great commandment. And the second is
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments
hang all the Law and the Prophets.” (Mat 22:35-40 & Mar 12:28-34)
These two commandments, summarise the Ten Commandments. The first four
Commandments are covered by ‘loving God’ and the next six are covered by
‘loving your neighbour’. See Exodus 20:1-17 and Deuteronomy 5:6-21.
Moses said: “These words the Lord spoke to all your assembly, in the mountain
from the midst of the fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness, with a loud voice;
and He added no more. And He wrote them on two tablets of stone and gave
them to me.” (Deu 5:22)
And Moses turned and went down from the mountain, and the two tablets of the
Testimony were in his hand. The tablets were written on both sides; on the one
side and on the other they were written. Now the tablets were the work of God,
and the writing was the writing of God engraved on the tablets. (Exo 32:15-16)
It is important to note, that the tablets were written in pairs, each tablet had ten
commandments written on it. This fulfills the legal requirement of the Law, in that
a person, could only be put to death on the testimony of two witnesses.
“Whoever kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death on the testimony of
witnesses; but one witness is not sufficient testimony against a person for the
death penalty.” (Num 35:30)
“Whoever is deserving of death shall be put to death on the testimony of two or
three witnesses; he shall not be put to death on the testimony of one witness.
The hands of the witnesses shall be the first against him to put him to death, and
afterward the hands of all the people. So shall you put away the evil from among
you.” (Deu 17:6-7)
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The Law Book of Moses fulfilled its purpose
So Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and all the
judgments. And all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words
which the Lord has said we will do.” And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord.
And he rose early in the morning, and built an altar at the foot of the mountain,
and twelve pillars according to the twelve tribes of Israel. Then he sent young
men of the children of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace
offerings of oxen to the Lord. And Moses took half the blood and put it in basins,
and half the blood he spinkled on the altar. Then he took the Book of the
Covenant and read in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the Lord
has said we will do, and be obedient.” And Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on
the people, and said, “This is the blood of the covenant which the Lord has made
with you according to all these words.” (Exo 24:3-8)
{ Pilate said to them, “What then shall I do with Jesus who is called
Christ?” They all said to him, “Let Him be crucified!” Then the govenor
said, “Why, what evil has He done?” But they cried out all the more,
saying, “Let Him be crucified!” When Pilate saw that he could not prevail
at all, but rather that a tumult was rising, he took water and washed his
hands before the multitude, -->
{{ Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “You shall also make a laver
of bronze, with its base also of bronze, for washing. You shall put it
between the tabernacle of meeting [judgement seat] and the altar
[the Cross]. And you shall put water in it, for Aaron and his sons shall
wash their hands and their feet in water from it. When they go into the
tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister, to
burn an offering made by fire to the Lord, they shall wash with water,
lest they die. So they shall wash their hands and their feet, lest they die.
And it shall be a statute forever to them – to him and his descendants
throughout their generations.” (Exo 30:17-21)
“And all the elders of that city nearest to the slain man shall wash their
hands over the heifer whose neck was broken in the valley. Then they
shall answer and say, ‘Our hands have not shed this blood, nor have our
eyes seen it. Provide atonement, O Lord, for Your people Israel, whom
You have redeemed, and do not lay innocent blood to the charge of Your
people Israel.’ And atonement shall be provided on their behalf for the
blood. So you shall put away the guilt of innocent blood from among you
when you do what is right in the sight of the Lord. (Deu 21:6-9) }}
--> saying, “I am innocent of the blood of this just Person. You see to it.”
And all the people answered and said, “His blood be on us and on our
children.” Then he released Barabbas to them; and when he had scourged
Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified. (Mat 27:22-26) }
These are the statutes and judgments and laws which the Lord made between
Himself and the children of Israel on Mount Sinai by the hand of Moses.
(Lev 26:46)
“All nations would say, ‘Why has the Lord done so to this land? What does the
heat of this great anger mean?’ Then people would say: ‘Because they have
forsaken the covenant of the Lord God of their fathers, which He made with them
when He brought them out of the land of Egypt; for they went and served other
gods and worshipped them, gods that they did not know and that He had not
given to them.”
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“Then the anger of the Lord was aroused against this land, to bring on it every
curse that is written in this book. And the Lord uprooted them from their land in
anger, in wrath, and in great indignation, and cast them into another land, as it is
this day.’ ” (Deu 29:24-28)
So it was, when Moses had completed writing the words of this law in a book,
when they were finished, that Moses commanded the Levites, who bore the ark of
the covenant of the Lord, saying: “Take this Book of the Law, and put it beside
the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that it may be there as a witness
against you; for I know your rebellion and your stiff neck. If today, while I am yet
alive with you, you have been rebellious against the Lord, then how much more
after my death? Gather to me all the elders of your tribes, and your officers, that
I may speak these words in their hearing and call heaven and earth to witness
against them. For I know that after my death you will become utterly corrupt, and
turn aside from the way which I have commanded you. And evil will befall you in
the latter days, because you will do evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke Him
to anger through the work of your hands.” (Deu 31:24-29)
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in
it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.
For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good
success.” (Jos 1:8)
So Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you
have chosen the Lord for yourselves, to serve Him.” And they said, “We are
witnesses!”
“Now therefore,” he said, put away the foreign gods which are
among you, and incline your heart to the Lord God of Israel.” And the people
said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and His voice we will obey!”
So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made for them a
statute and an ordinance in Shechem. Then Joshua wrote these words in the Book
of the Law of God. And he took a large stone, and set it up there under the oak
that was by the sanctuary of the Lord. And Joshua said to all the people, “Behold,
this stone shall be a witness to us, for it has heard all the words of the Lord which
He spoke to us. It shall therefore be a witness to you, lest you deny your God.”
So Joshua let the people depart, each to his own inheritance. (Jos 24:22-28)
The Book of the Law witnesses of Israels unrighteousness
Then Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, “I have found the Book of
the Law in the house of the Lord.” And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he
read it. So Shaphan the scribe went to the king, bringing the king word, saying,
“Your servants have gathered the money that was found in the house, and have
delivered it into the hand of those who do the work, who oversee the house of the
Lord.” Then Shaphan the scribe showed the king, saying, “Hilkiah the priest has
given me a book.” And Shaphan read it before the king. Now it happened, when
the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, that he tore his clothes.
(2Ki 22:8-11)
Now when they brought out the money that was brought into the house of the
Lord, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the Lord given by Moses.
Thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will bring calamity on this place and on its
inhabitants, all the curses that are written in the book which they have read
before the king of Judah, because they have forsaken Me and burned incense to
other gods, that they might provoke Me to anger with all the works of their
hands. Therefore My wrath will be poured out on this place, and not be
quenched.” (2Ch 34:14, 24-25)
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Now we can clearly see what Colossians 2:13-14 is talking about.
And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He
has made alive together with Him, having wiped out the handwriting of
requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it
out of their way, having nailed it to the cross. (Col 2:13-14)
It was symbolic for the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices are offered
which cannot make him who performed the service perfect in regard to the
conscience – concerned only with foods and drinks, various washings, and fleshly
ordinances imposed until the time of reformation. But Christ came as High Priest
of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not
made with hands, that is, not of this creation. Not with the blood of goats and
calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having
obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of
a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself
without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God? And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of
death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that
those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.
(Heb 9:9-15)
What purpose then does the law serve? It was added because of transgressions,
till the Seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was appointed
through angels by the hand of a mediator. Now a mediator does not mediate for
one only, but God is one. (Gal 3:19-20)
We must write the Law of God in our hearts.
“Therefore circumcise the foreskin of your hearts, and be stiff-necked no longer.”
(Deu 10:16)
“Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah – not according to the
covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand
to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I
was a husband to them, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My law in their
minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be
My people. No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his
brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of
them to the greatest of them, says the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity,
and their sin I will remember no more.” (Jer 31:33-34)
“Then I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within them, and take
the stony heart out of their flesh, and give them a heart of flesh, that they may
walk in My statutes and keep My judgments and do them; and they shall be
My people, and I will be their God.” (Eze 11:19-20)
“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways,”
says the Lord God. “Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that
iniquity will not be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions which you
have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should
you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies,”
says the Lord God. “Therefore turn and live!” (Eze 18:30-32)
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“You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men; clearly you
are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink but by the Spirit of
the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the
heart.” (2Co 3:2-3)
The greatest testimony to me, regarding the Ten Commandments as being the
perfect will of God; is the fourth commandment, regarding the weekly Sabbath
Day. It was ordained by God, before there was any sin in the world.
The Sabbath Day
Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished. And on
the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the
seventh day from all His work which He had done. Then God blessed the seventh
day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had
created and made. (Gen 2:1-3)
For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is
in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day
and hallowed it. (Exo 20:11)
“Work shall be done for six days, but the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to
the Lord. Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to
death. Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the
Sabbath throughout their generations as a perpetual covenant. It is a sign
between Me and the children of Israel forever; for in six days the Lord made the
heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.”
And when He had made an end of speaking with him on Mount Sinai, He gave
Moses two tablets of the Testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger
of God. (Exo 31:15-18)
Why is the world in such a mess?
The earth mourns and fades away, the world languishes and fades away; the
haughty people of the earth languish. The earth is also defiled under its
inhabitants, because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance,
broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore the curse has devoured the earth, and
those who dwell in it are desolate. Therefore the inhabitants of the earth are
burned, and few men are left. (Isa 24:4-6)
“For as the new heavens and the new earth which I will make shall remain before
Me,” says the Lord, “So shall your descendants and your name remain. And it
shall come to pass that from one New Moon to another, and from one Sabbath to
another, all flesh shall come to worship before Me,” says the Lord.
(Isa 66:22-23)
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves
Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. By this we know that we
love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments.
For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His
commandments are not burdensome. (1Jo 5:1-3)
This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the
commandment, that as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it.
(2Jo 1:6)
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