Tongues
And the Lord said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his
days shall be one hundred and twenty years." (Gen 6:3)
To Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was
divided; and his brothers name was Joktan. (Gen 10:25)
These are the generations of Shem: Shem had Arpachshad and Arpachshad had Shelach,
and Shelach had Eber and to Eber were born two children, the name of one was Peleg, for in
his days the sons of men were divided, and in the latter days the earth was divided. And the
name of the second was Yoktan, meaning that in his day the lives of the sons of men were
diminished and lessened. (Jasher 7:19-20)
Now the whole earth had one language and one speech. And it came to pass, as they
journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there.
Then they said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They
had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. And they said, "Come, let us build
ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves,
lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth." But the Lord came down to see
the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. And the Lord said, "Indeed the people
are one and they all have one language, and this is what they begin to do; now nothing that
they propose to do will be withheld from them. "Come, let Us go down and there confuse their
language, that they may not understand one another's speech." So the Lord scattered them
abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they ceased building the city. Therefore
its name is called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth; and
from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth. (Gen 11:1-9)
And King Nimrod reigned securely, and all the earth was under his control, and all the earth
was of one tongue and words of union. And all the princes of Nimrod and his great men took
counsel together: Phut, Mitzraim, Cush and Canaan with their families, and they said to each
other, Come let us build ourselves a city and in it a strong tower and its top reaching heaven,
and we will make ourselves famed so that we may reign on the whole world, in order that the
evil of our enemies may cease from us; that we may reign mightily over them, and that we
may not become scattered over the earth on account of their wars. They all went before the
king, and they told the king these words, and the king agreed with them in this affair, and he
did so. (Jasher 9:20-22)
They built the tower and the city, and they did this thing daily until many days and years were
elapsed. And God said to the seventy angels who stood foremost before Him, to those who
were near to Him, saying, Come let us descend and confuse their tongues, that one man shall
not understand the language of his neighbor, and they did so to them. (Jasher 9:31-32)
And they ceased building the city and the tower; therefore he called that place Babel, for there
the Lord confounded the Language of the whole earth; behold it was at the east of the land of
Shinar. (Jasher 9:37)
And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see
visions. And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in
those days. (Joel 2:28-29)
John answered, saying to all, "I indeed baptize you with water; but One mightier than I is
coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire." (Luk 3:16)
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When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And
suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole
house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and
one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. (Act 2:1-4)
And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven.
And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because
everyone heard them speak in his own language. Then they were all amazed and marveled,
saying to one another, "Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? And how is it that we
hear, each in our own language in which we were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites,
those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and
Proselytes, Cretans and Arabs - we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful
works of God." So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "Whatever
could this mean?" Others mocking said, "They are full of new wine." (Act 2:5-13)
While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the
word. And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with
Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. For they
heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. Then Peter answered, "Can anyone forbid
water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?"
And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to
stay a few days. (Act 10:44-48)
And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper
regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples he said to them, "Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you believed?" So they said to him, "We have not so much as heard whether
there is a Holy Spirit." And he said to them, "Into what then were you baptized?" So they said,
"Into John's baptism." Then Paul said, "John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance,
saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on
Christ Jesus." When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And
when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with
tongues and prophesied. Now the men were about twelve in all. (Act 19:1-7)
O Lord, You have searched me and known me. You know my sitting down and my rising up;
You understand my thought afar off. You comprehend my path and my lying down, and are
acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word on my tongue, but behold, O Lord, You
know it altogether. (Psa 139:1-4)
The preparations of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the tongue is from the Lord.
All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, but the Lord weighs the spirits. (Pro 16:1-2)
For with stammering lips and another tongue He will speak to this people, to whom He said,
"This is the rest with which you may cause the weary to rest," and, "This is the refreshing"; yet
they would not hear. (Isa 28:11-12)
The eyes of those who see will not be dim, and the ears of those who hear will listen. Also the
heart of the rash will understand knowledge, and the tongue of the stammerers will be ready
to speak plainly. (Isa 32:4)
You will not see a fierce people, a people of obscure speech, beyond perception, of a
stammering tongue that you cannot understand. (Isa 33:19)
And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who
believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. And
these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will
speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by
no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." (Mar 16:15-18)
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Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. For he who
speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however,
in the spirit he speaks mysteries. But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation
and comfort to men. He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies
edifies the church. I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for
he who prophesies is greater then he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets,
that the church may receive edification. (1Co 14:1-5)
Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. For if I pray in a tongue,
my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful. What is the conclusion then? I will pray
with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will
also sing with the understanding. (1Co 14:13-15)
Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophesying
is not for unbelievers but for those who believe. (1Co 14:22)
If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which
I write to you are the commandments of the Lord. But if anyone is ignorant, let him be
ignorant. Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with
tongues. Let all things be done decently and in order. (1Co 14:37-40)
There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the
same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all.
But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: for to one is given
the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same
Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to
another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the
same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. For as the
body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are
one body, so also is Christ. (1Co 12:4-12)
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one
Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and
in you all. (Eph 4:4-6)
"But you, do not be called 'Rabbi'; for One is your teacher, the Christ, and you are all
brethren. Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in
heaven. And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ. But he who is
greatest among you shall be your servant. And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and
he who humbles himself will be exalted." (Mat 23:8-12)
To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them. (Isa 8:20)
Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus
accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. (1Co 12:3)
Now John answered Him, saying, "Teacher, we saw someone who does not follow us casting
out demons in Your name, and we forbade him because he does not follow us."
But Jesus said, "Do not forbid him, for no one who works a miracle in My name can soon
afterward speak evil of Me. For he who is not against us is on our side. For whoever gives
you a cup of water to drink in My name, because you belong to Christ, assuredly, I say to you,
he will by no means lose his reward. (Mar 9:38-41)
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Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because
many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: Every
spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that
does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of
the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. You are of
God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he
who is in the world. (1Jo 4:1-4)
"Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are
ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes
or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.
A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will know
them." (Mat 7:15-20)
"A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of
the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth
speaks." (Luk 6:43)
But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers
among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who
brought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. But these, like natural brute beasts
made to be caught and destroyed, speak evil of the things they do not understand, and will
utterly perish in their own corruption, and will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as those
who count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime. They are spots and blemishes, carousing in
their own deceptions while they feast with you, having eyes full of adultery and that cannot
cease from sin, enticing unstable souls. They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and
are accursed children. They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way
of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; but he was rebuked for
his iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with a man's voice restrained the madness of the
prophet. These are wells without water, clouds carried by a tempest, for whom is reserved the
blackness of darkness forever. For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they
allure through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped
from those who live in error. While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of
corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage. For if,
after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse
for them than the beginning. (2Pe 2:1,12-20)
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