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Testimony

The Testimony of Noah and Methuselah

After the lapse of many years, in the four hundred and eightieth year of the life of
Noah, when all those men who followed the Lord had died away from among the
sons of men, and only Methuselah was then left, God said to Noah and Methuselah,
“Speak ye, and proclaim to the sons of men, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord, return from
your evil ways and turn away from your works, and the Lord will repent of the evil
that He declared to do to you, so that it shall not come to pass. For thus says the
Lord, “Behold I give you a period of one hundred and twenty years; if you will turn
away from your evil ways, then will I also turn away from the evil which I told you,
and it shall not exist,”  says the Lord.’ ”

And Noah and Methuselah spoke all the words of the Lord to the sons of men, day
after day, constantly speaking to them. But the sons of men would not listen to
them, nor incline their ears to their words, and they were stubborn. And the Lord
granted them a period of one hundred and twenty years, saying, “If they will return,
then will God repent of the evil, so as not to destroy the earth.”
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And the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed
flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.”  (Gen 6:3)

Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that
every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the LORD was
sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. So the
LORD said, “I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both
man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made
them.”  But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. This is the genealogy of
Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God. And
Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. The earth also was corrupt before
God, and the earth was filled with violence. So God looked upon the earth, and
indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. And God
said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with
violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth. Make yourself
an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with
pitch. And this is how you shall make it: The length of the ark shall be three hundred
cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. You shall make a window for
the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and set the door of the ark in
its side. You shall make it with lower, second, and third decks. And behold, I Myself
am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in
which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die. But I will
establish My covenant with you; and you shall go into the ark – you, your sons, your
wife, and your sons’ wives with you.”  (Gen 6:5-18)

Will you keep to the old way which wicked men have trod, who were cut down before
their time, whose foundations were swept away by a flood?  They said to God,
‘Depart from us!  What can the Almighty do to them?’  Yet He filled their houses with
good things; but the counsel of the wicked is far from me.  (Job 22:15-18)
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The Testimony of the LORD to Israel

And God spoke all these words, saying: “I AM the LORD your God, who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. You shall have no other gods
before Me. You shall not make for yourself a carved image – any likeness of anything
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under
the earth; you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your
God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the
third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands,
to those who love Me and keep My commandments. You shall not take the name of
the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His
name in vain. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labour
and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it
you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant,
nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates.
For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in
them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and
hallowed it. Honour your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon
the land which the LORD your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not
commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your
neighbour. You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your
neighbour’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his
donkey, nor anything that is your neighbour’s.”

Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning flashes, the sound of the
trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and
stood afar off. Then they said to Moses, “You speak with us, and we will hear; but let
not God speak with us, lest we die.”  And Moses said to the people, “Do not fear; for
God has come to test you, and that His fear may be before you, so that you may not
sin.”  So the people stood afar off, but Moses drew near the thick darkness where
God was.  (Exo 20:1-21)

“These words the LORD spoke to all your assembly, in the mountain from the midst
of the fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness, with a loud voice; and He added no
more. And He wrote them on two tablets of stone and gave them to me. So it was,
when you heard the voice from the midst of the darkness, while the mountain was
burning with fire, that you came near to me, all your heads of your tribes and our
elders. And you said: ‘Surely the LORD our God has shown us His glory and His
greatness, and we have heard His voice from the midst of the fire. We have seen this
day that God speaks with man; yet he still lives. Now therefore, why should we die?
For this great fire will consume us; if we hear the voice of the LORD our God
anymore, then we shall die. For who is there of all flesh who has heard the voice of
the living God speaking from the midst of the fire, as we have, and lived?  You go
near and hear all that the LORD our God may say, and tell us all that the LORD our
God says to you, and we will hear and do it.’ ”  (Deu 5:22-27)

And you shall put into the ark the Testimony which I will give you.  (Exo 25:16)

You shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the
Testimony that I will give you. And there I will meet with you, and I will speak with
you from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are on the
ark of the Testimony, about everything which I will give you in commandment to the
children of Israel.  (Exo 25:21-22)
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“You shall keep the Sabbath, therefore, for it is holy to you. Everyone who profanes
it shall surely be put to death; for whoever does any work on it, that person shall be
cut off from among his people. Work shall be done for six days, but the seventh is
the Sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD. Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day,
he shall surely be put to death. Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the
Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations as a perpetual
covenant. It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel forever; for in six days
the LORD made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day He rested and
was refreshed.”  And when He had made an end of speaking with him on Mount
Sinai, He gave Moses two tablets of the Testimony, tablets of stone, written with the
finger of God.  (Exo 31:14-18)

And Moses turned and went down from the mountain, and the two tablets of the
Testimony were in his hand. The tablets were written on both sides; on the one side
and on the other they were written. Now the tablets were the work of God, and the
writing was the writing of God engraved on the tablets.  (Exo 32:15-16)

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write these words, for according to the tenor of these
words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel.”  So he was there with the
LORD forty days and forty nights; he neither ate bread nor drank water. And He
wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments.
(Exo 34:27-28)

“Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you forget the things
your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life.
And teach them to your children and your grandchildren, especially concerning the
day you stood before the LORD your God in Horeb, when the LORD said to me,
‘Gather the people to Me, and I will let them hear My words, that they may learn to
fear Me all the days they live on the earth, and that they may teach their children.’
Then you came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, and the mountain burned
with fire to the midst of heaven, with darkness, cloud and thick darkness. And the
LORD spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the sound of the words,
but saw no form; you only heard a voice. So He declared to you His covenant which
He commanded you to perform, the Ten Commandments; and He wrote them on two
tablets of stone. And the LORD commanded me at that time to teach you statutes
and judgements, that you might observe them in the land which you cross to
possess.”  (Deu 4:9-14)

“When I went up into the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of the
covenant which the LORD made with you, then I stayed on the mountain forty days
and forty nights. I neither ate bread nor drank water. Then the LORD delivered to me
two tablets of stone written with the finger of God, and on them were all the words
which the LORD had spoken to you on the mountain from the midst of the fire in the
day of the assembly. And it came to pass, at the end of forty days and forty nights,
that the LORD gave me the two tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant.
(Deu 9:9-11)

He took the Testimony and put it into the ark, inserted the poles through the rings of
the ark, and put the mercy seat on top of the ark.  (Exo 40:20)

For the cloud of the LORD was above the tabernacle by day, and fire was over it by
night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.
(Exo 40:38)
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The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; the Testimony of the LORD is
sure, making wise the simple.  (Psa 19:7)

All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth, to such as keep His covenant and His
testimonies.  (Psa 25:10)

For He established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which He
commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children; that
the generation to come might know them, the children who would be born, that they
may arise and declare them to their children, that they may set their hope in God,
and not forget the works of God, but keep His commandments; and may not be like
their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation, a generation that did not set its
heart aright, and whose spirit was not faithful to God.  (Psa 78:5-8)

Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD!  Blessed are
those who keep His testimonies, who seek Him with the whole heart!  They also do
no iniquity; they walk in His ways. You have commanded us to keep Your precepts
diligently.  (Psa 119:1-4)

Your testimonies also are my delight and my counselors.  (Psa 119:24)

Let Your mercies come also to me, O LORD – Your salvation according to Your word.
So shall I have an answer for him who reproaches me, for I trust in Your word. And
take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth, for I have hoped in Your
ordinances. So shall I keep Your law continually, forever and ever. And I will walk at
liberty, for I seek Your precepts. I will speak of Your testimonies also before kings,
and will not be ashamed. And I will delight myself in Your commandments, which I
love. My hands also I will lift up to Your commandments, which I love, and I will
meditate on Your statutes.  (Psa 119:41-48)

Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My
word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free.”  They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s
descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can You
say, ‘You will be made free’?”  Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly,
I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. And a slave does not
abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever. Therefore if the Son
makes you free, you shall be free indeed.”  (Joh 8:31-36)

I have more understanding than all my teachers, for Your testimonies are my
meditation.  (Psa 119:99)

Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. And I will wait on the LORD,
who hides His face from the house of Jacob; and I will hope in Him. Here am I and
the children whom the LORD has given me!  We are for signs and wonders in Israel
from the LORD of hosts, who dwells in Mount Zion.  (Isa 8:16-18)

Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father,
the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You,
as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give
eternal life to as many as You have given Him. And this is eternal life,
that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You
have sent.
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I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have
given Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with
the glory which I had with You before the world was.

I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of
the world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept
Your word. Now they have known that all things which You have given Me
are from You. For I have given to them the words which You have given
Me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came
forth from You; and they have believed that You sent Me. I pray for them.
I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for
they are Yours. And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am
glorified in them.

Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come
to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given
Me, that they may be one as We are. While I was with them in the world,
I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and
none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might
be fulfilled. But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world,
that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves.

I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because
they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not pray that
You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them
from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the
world. Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. As You sent Me
into the world, I also have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I
sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth.

I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me
through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father are in Me,
and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe
that You sent Me. And the glory which You gave Me I have given them,
that they may be one just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that
they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You
have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.

Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where
I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You
loved Me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father! The
world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have known
that You sent Me. And I have declared to them Your name, and will
declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in
them.”  (Joh 17:1-26)

“If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My
servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.”
(Joh 12:26)

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of
your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all,
who is above all, and through all, and in you all.  (Eph 4:4-6)
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God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven
and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. Nor is He
worshiped with men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He
gives to all life, breath, and all things. And He had made from one blood
every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has
determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their
dwellings, so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might
grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; for
in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own
poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’

Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that
the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art
and man’s devising. Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but
now commands all men everywhere to repent, because He has appointed
a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom
He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from
the dead.”  (Act 17:24-31)

To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them.  (Isa 8:20)

Seek the LORD while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near. Let the
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the
LORD, and He will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly
pardon.  (Isa 55:6-7)

O LORD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake You shall be ashamed. “Those who
depart from Me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the LORD,
the fountain of living waters.”  (Jer 17:13)

Now early in the morning He [Jesus] came again into the temple, and all
the people came to Him; and He sat down and taught them. Then the
scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. And
when they had set her in the midst, they said to Him, “Teacher, this
woman was caught in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses, in the law,
commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do You say?”
This they said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to
accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His
finger, as though He did not hear. So when they continued asking Him,
He raised Himself up and said to them, “He who is without sin among
you, let him throw a stone at her first.”  And again He stooped down and
wrote on the ground. Then those who heard it, being convicted by their
conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the
last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.
When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He
said to her, “Woman, where are those accusers of yours?  Has no one
condemned you?”  She said, “No one, Lord.”  And Jesus said to her,
“Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.”  Then Jesus spoke to
them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall
not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”  (Joh 8:2-12)
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Then Jesus cried out and said, “He who believes in Me, believes not in Me
but in Him who sent Me. And he who sees Me sees Him who sent Me.
I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should
not abide in darkness. And if anyone hears My words and does not
believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to
save the world. He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has
that which judges him – the word that I have spoken will judge him in the
last day. For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who
sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak.
And I know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I
speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak.”  (Joh 12:44-50)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without
Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of
men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man came for a
witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. He was not
that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light which
gives light to every man coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world
was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and
His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the
right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
(Joh 1:1-13)

Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’  The wind blows
where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it
comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
(Joh 3:5-8)

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John bore witness of
Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is
preferred before me, for He was before me.’ ”  And of His fullness we have all
received, and grace for grace. For the law was given through Moses, but grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has seen God at any time. The only
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. Now this is
the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask
him, “Who are you?”  He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the
Christ.”  And they asked him, “What then?  Are you Elijah?”  He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?”  And he answered, “No.”  Then they said to him, “Who are
you, that we may give an answer to those who sent us?  What do you say about
yourself?”  He said: “I am ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Make straight
the way of the LORD,” ’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”  Now those who were sent were
from the Pharisees. And they asked him, saying, “Why then do you baptize if you are
not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”  John answered them, saying, “I baptize
with water, but there stands One among you whom you do not know. It is He who is
coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to
loose.”
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These things were done in Bethabara beyond the Jordan, were John was baptizing.
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold!  The Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world!  This is He of whom I said, ‘After me
comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was before me.’  I did not know
Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore I came baptizing with
water.”  And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven
like a dove, and He remained upon Him. I did not know Him, but He who sent me to
baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and
remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.'  And I have seen and
testified that this is the Son of God.”  Again, the next day, John stood with two of his
disciples. And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, “Behold the Lamb of God!”
(Joh 1:14-36)

“No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven,
that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did
not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world
through Him might be saved. He who believes in Him is not condemned;
but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”  (Joh 3:13-18)

Then there arose a dispute between some of John’s disciples and the Jews about
purification. And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was with you
beyond the Jordan, to whom you have testified – behold, He is baptizing, and all are
coming to Him!”  John answered and said, “A man can receive nothing unless it has
been given to him from heaven. You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am
not the Christ,’  but, ‘I have been sent before Him.’  He who has the bride is the
bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices
greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled.
He must increase, but I must decrease. He who comes from above is above all;
he who is of the earth is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven
is above all. And what He has seen and heard, that He testifies; and no one receives
His testimony. He who has received His testimony has certified that God is true.
For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God does not give the Spirit
by measure. The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand.
He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son
shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”  (Joh 3:25-36)

“If I bear witness of Myself, My witness is not true. There is another who bears
witness of Me, and I know that the witness which He witnesses of Me is true. You
have sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. Yet I do not receive
testimony from man, but I say these things that you may be saved. He was the
burning and shining lamp, and you were willing for a time to rejoice in his light. But I
have a greater witness than John’s; for the works which the Father has given Me to
finish – the very works that I do – bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me.
And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me. You have neither heard His
voice at any time, nor seen His form. But you do not have His word abiding in you,
because whom He sent, Him you do not believe. You search the Scriptures, for in
them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me. But you
are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.”  (Joh 5:31-40)
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The Pharisees therefore said to Him, “You bear witness of Yourself; Your witness is
not true.”  Jesus answered and said to them, “Even if I bear witness of Myself, My
witness is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going; but you do not
know where I come from and where I am going. You judge according to the flesh;
I judge no one. And yet if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone, but
I am with the Father who sent Me. It is also written in your law that the testimony
of two men is true. I am the One who bears witness of Myself, and the Father who
sent Me bears witness of Me.”  (Joh 8:14-18)

Then He [Jesus] went about the villages in a circuit, teaching. And He called the
twelve to Himself, and began to send them out two by two, and gave them power
over unclean spirits. He commanded them to take nothing for the journey except a
staff – no bag, no bread, no copper in their money belts – but to wear sandals, and
not to put on two tunics. Also He said to them, “In whatever place you enter a
house, stay there till you depart from that place. And whoever will not receive you
nor hear you, when you depart from there, shake off the dust under your feet as a
testimony against them. Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Sodom
and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city!”  So they went out and
preached that people should repent. And they cast out many demons, and anointed
with oil many who were sick, and healed them.  (Mar 6:6-13)

But watch out for yourselves, for they will deliver you up to councils, and you will be
beaten in the synagogues. You will be brought before rulers and kings for My sake,
for a testimony to them. And the gospel must first be preached to all the nations.
But when they arrest you and deliver you up, do not worry beforehand, or
premeditate what you will speak. But whatever is given you in that hour, speak that;
for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit.  (Mar 13:9-11)

This is the disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote these things; and we
know that his testimony is true. And there are also many other things that Jesus did,
which if they were written one by one, I suppose that even the world itself could not
contain the books that would be written. Amen.  (Joh 21:24-25)

“And afterward they [Israel] asked for a king; so God gave them Saul the son of
Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. And when He had removed
him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said,
‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My
will.’  From this man’s seed, according to the promise, God raised up for Israel a
Saviour – Jesus – after John had first preached, before His coming, the baptism of
repentance to all the people of Israel. And as John was finishing his course, he said,
‘Who do you think I am?  I am not He. But behold, there comes One after me, the
sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to loose.’  Men and brethren, sons of the
family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to you the word of this
salvation has been sent. For those who dwell in Jerusalem, and their rulers, because
they did not know Him, nor even the voices of the Prophets which are read every
Sabbath, have fulfilled them in condemning Him. And though they found no cause for
death in Him, they asked Pilate that He should be put to death. Now when they had
fulfilled all that was written concerning Him, they took Him down from the tree and
laid Him in a tomb. But God raised Him from the dead. He was seen for many days
by those who came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are His witnesses to
the people. And we declare to you glad tidings – that promise which was made to the
fathers. God has fulfilled this for us their children, in that He has raised up Jesus. As
it is also written in the second Psalm: ‘You are My Son, today I have begotten You.’
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And that He raised Him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, He has
spoken thus: ‘I will give you the sure mercies of David.’ Therefore He also says in
another Psalm: ‘You will not allow Your Holy One to see corruption.’ For David, after
he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell asleep, was buried with his
fathers, and saw corruption; but He whom God raised up saw no corruption.
Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through this Man is preached to you
the forgiveness of sins; and by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things
from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses. Beware therefore, lest
what has been spoken in the prophets come upon you: ‘Behold, you despisers,
marvel and perish! For I work a work in your days, a work which you will by no
means believe, though one were to declare it to you.’ ”  (Act 13:21-41)

Now it happened in Iconium that they went together to the synagogue of the Jews,
and so spoke that a great multitude both of the Jews and of the Greeks believed. But
the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the
brethren. Therefore they stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord, who
was bearing witness [testimony] to the word of His grace, granting signs and
wonders to be done by their hands.  (Act 14:1-3)

Later He [Jesus] appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and
He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not
believe those who had seen Him after He had risen. And He said to them,
“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who
believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be
condemned. And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name
they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will
take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means
hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”
So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into
heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. And they went out and
preached everywhere, the Lord working through them and confirming the
word through the accompanying signs. Amen.  (Mar 16:14-20)

I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given to you
by Christ Jesus, that you were enriched in everything by Him in all utterance and all
knowledge, even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you, so that you come
short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will
also confirm you to the end, that you may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you,
but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same
judgment. (1Co 1:4-10)

For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not
many mighty, not many noble, are called. But God has chosen the foolish things of
the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the
world to put to shame the things which are mighty; and the base things of the world
and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not,
to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence.
But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God – and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption – that, as it is written, “He who
glories, let him glory in the LORD.”
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And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of
wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know
anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. I was with you in
weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching were
not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and
of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of
God.  (1Co 1:26 - 1Co 2:5)

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God,
that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. These
things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy
Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man does not
receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he who is spiritual judges all
things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. For “who has known the mind of
the lord that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ.  (1Co 2:12-16)

We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your
faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each
other, so that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your
patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure, which is
manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer; since it is a righteous thing
with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, and to give you who are
troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His
power, when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired
among all who believe, because our testimony among you was believed. Therefore
we also pray always for you that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and
fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith with power, that the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to
the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  (2Th 1:3-12)

Therefore I [Paul] remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the
laying on of my hands. For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of
love and of a sound mind. Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our
Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel
according to the power of God, who has saved us and called us with a holy calling,
not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was
given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, but has now been revealed by the
appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel, to which I was appointed a preacher, an
apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. For this reason I also suffer these things;
nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded
that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.  (2Ti 1:6-12)

Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and
High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus, who was faithful to Him who appointed
Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His house. For this One has been counted
worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built the house has more
honour than the house. For every house is built by someone, but He who built all
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things is God. And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a
testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward, but Christ as a Son over
His own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing
of the hope firm to the end.  (Heb 3:1-6)

By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and was not found,
because God had taken him”; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he
pleased God. But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to
God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him.  (Heb 11:5-6)

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants – things
which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His
servant John, who bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus
Christ, to all things that he saw.  (Rev 1:1-2)

I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and
patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God
and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.  (Rev 1:9)

When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had
been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. And they cried
with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and
avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?”  Then a white robe was given to
each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until
both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as
they were, was completed.  (Rev 6:9-11)

And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and
the dragon and his angels fought, but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for
them in heaven any longer. So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old,
called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth,
and his angels were cast out with him. Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven,
“Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His
Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God
day and night, has been cast down. And they overcame him by the blood of the
Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the
death.  (Rev 12:7-11)

And the dragon was enraged with the woman [the church of Jesus Christ!], and
he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of
God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.  (Rev 12:17)

Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant
[testimony] was seen in His temple.  (Rev 11:19)

After these things I looked, and behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the
testimony in heaven was opened.  (Rev 15:5)

And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See that you do not do that!
I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus.
Worship God!  For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”  (Rev 19:10)
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Creation by the Word

In the Beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  (Gen 1:1)

“Stand up and bless the LORD your God forever and ever!  Blessed be Your glorious
name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise! You alone are the LORD; You
have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and
everything on it, the seas and all that is in them, and You preserve them all. The
host of heaven worships You.”  (Neh 9:5-6)

When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars,
which You have ordained, what is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of
man that You visit him?  (Psa 8:3-4)

The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; the world and all its fullness,
You have founded them.  (Psa 89:11)

Of old You laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your
hands. They will perish, but You will endure; yes, they will grow old like a garment;
like a cloak You will change them, and they will be changed. But You are the same,
and Your years will have no end.  (Psa 102:25-27)

May you be blessed by the LORD, who made heaven and earth. The heaven, even
the heavens, are the LORD’s; but the earth He has given to the children of men.
(Psa 115:15-16)

“To whom then will you liken Me, or to whom shall I be equal?”  says the Holy One.
Lift up your eyes on high, and see who has created these things, who brings out
their host by number; He calls them all by name, by the greatness of His might and
the strength of His power; not one is missing.  (Isa 40:25-26)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without
Him nothing was made that was made.  (Joh 1:1-3)

For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever.
Amen.  (Rom 11:36)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before
Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself,
according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, by
which He made us accepted in the Beloved.  (Eph 1:3-6)

To me [Paul], who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that
I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make
all see what the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has
been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; to the intent that
now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the
principalities and powers in the heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose
which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and
access with confidence through faith in Him.  (Eph 3:8-12)
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For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and
to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and
spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him,
being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and
longsuffering with joy; giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. He [God the Father] has
delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the
Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him
all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created
through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.
And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.  (Col 1:9-18)

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by
the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; who being the
brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things
by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high, having become so much better than the angels, as
He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.  (Heb 1:1-4)

“You, LORD, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are
the work of Your hands. They will perish, but You remain; and they will all grow old
like a garment; like a cloak You will fold them up, and they will be changed. But You
are the same, and Your years will not fail.”  (Heb 1:10-12)

By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the
things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.  (Heb 11:3)

For we who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said: “So I swore in My
wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest,’ ” although the works were finished from the
foundation of the world.  (Heb 4:3)

He (Jesus) indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was
manifest in these last times for you who through Him believe in God, who raised Him
from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.
(1Pe 1:20-21)

The testimony of Jesus Christ: is not just having faith in God and witnessing to
people about Jesus’ conception, words and works, life, death and resurrection;
performing the righteous works of baptizing, teaching, healing and casting out
unclean spirits; but it also includes testifying to His role in the creation of the
heavens and the earth. And when confronted by a person who believes they are
‘apes’ who evolved over millions of years - this is no problem because Jesus said,
“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” 

Evolution is the devil’s doctrine!

-oOo-


