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The right stuff

“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
(Joh 4:24)

And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.  (Gen 2:7)

Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that
every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the Lord
was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.
So the Lord said, “I will destroy, man whom I have created from the face of the
earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that
I have made them.”  But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.  (Gen 6:5-8)

And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is
filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.
And behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy from under
heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall
die.”  (Gen 6:13,17)

And they went into the ark to Noah, two by two, of all flesh in which is the breath
of life. So those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had
commanded him; and the Lord shut him in.  (Gen 7:15-16)

All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry
land, died. So He destroyed all living things which were on the face of the
ground: both man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. They were
destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and those who were with him in the ark
remained alive.  (Gen 7:22-23)

And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find such a one as this, a man in
whom is the Spirit of God?”  Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Inasmuch as God has
shown you all this, there is no one as discerning and wise as you. You shall be
over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to your word; only in
regard to the throne will I be greater than you.”  (Gen 41:38-40)

The Lord’s rescue – departure from Egypt

“Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I AM the Lord; I will bring you out from
under the burdens of the Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I
will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. I will take
you as My people, and I will be your God. Then you shall know that I AM the Lord
your God who brings you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will
bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I
will give it to you as a heritage: I AM the Lord.’ ” So Moses spoke thus to the
children of Israel; but they did not heed Moses, because of anguish of spirit and
cruel bondage.  (Exo 6:6-9)

The Lord’s rescue - which is yet to come

“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing,
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For
it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth.
Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all
these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
(Luk 21:34-36 & Isa 4:2)
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“Now take Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of
Israel, that he may minister to Me as priest, Aaron and Aaron’s sons: Nadab,
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your
brother, for glory and for beauty. So you shall speak to all who are gifted
artisans, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make
Aaron’s garments, to consecrate him, that he may minister to Me as priest. And
these are the garments which they shall make: a breastplate, an ephod, a robe,
a skillfully woven tunic, a turban, and a sash. So they shall make holy garments
for Aaron your brother and his sons, that he may minister to Me as priest.”
(Exo 28:1-4)

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “See, I have called by name Bezalel the
son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. And I have filled him with the
Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all manner of
workmanship, to design artistic works, to work in gold, in silver, in bronze,
in cutting jewels for setting, in carving wood, and to work in all manner of
workmanship.”  (Exo 31:1-5 & Exo 35:30-33)

“And Bezalel and Aholiab, and every gifted artisan in whom the Lord has put
wisdom and understanding, to know how to do all manner of work for the service
of the sanctuary, shall do according to all that the Lord has commanded.”
(Exo 36:1)

“But My servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit in him and has followed
Me fully, I will bring into the land where he went, and his descendants shall
inherit it.”  (Num 14:24)

And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, “Separate yourselves from
among this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment.”  Then they fell
on their faces, and said, “O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man
sin, and You be angry with all the congregation?”  So the Lord spoke to Moses,
saying, “Speak to the congregation, saying, ‘Get away from the tents of Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram.’ ”  Then Moses rose and went to Dathan and Abiram, and
the elders of Israel followed him. And he spoke to the congregation, saying,
“Depart now from the tents of these wicked men!  Touch nothing of theirs,
lest you be consumed in all their sins.”  (Num 16:20-26)

Now when Balaam saw that it pleased the Lord to bless Israel, he did not go as at
other times, to seek to use sorcery, but he set his face toward the wilderness.
And Balaam raised his eyes, and saw Israel encamped according to their tribes;
and the Spirit of God came upon him. Then he took up his oracle and said: …
(Num 24:1-3)

Then Moses spoke to the Lord, saying: “Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all
flesh, set a man over the congregation, who may go out before them and go in
before them, who may lead them out and bring them in, that the congregation of
the Lord may not be like sheep which have no shepherd."  And the Lord said to
Moses: “Take Joshua the son of Nun with you, a man in whom is the Spirit,
and lay your hand on him; set him before Eleazar the priest and before all the
congregation, and inaugurate him in their sight. And you shall give some of your
authority to him, that all the congregation of the children of Israel may be
obedient. He shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire before the
Lord for him by the judgment of the Urim. At his word they shall go out, and
at his word they shall come in, he and all the children of Israel with him – all the
congregation.”  (Num 27:15-21)
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Now Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his
hands on him; so the children of Israel heeded him, and did as the Lord had
commanded Moses. But since then there has not arisen in Israel a prophet like
Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face, in all the signs and wonders which the
Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt, before Pharaoh, before all his servants,
and in all his land, and by all that mighty power and all the great terror
which Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.  (Deu 34:9-12)

When the children of Israel cried out to the Lord, the Lord raised up a deliverer
for the children of Israel, who delivered them: Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s
younger brother. The Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he judged Israel. He
went out to war, and the Lord delivered Cushan-Rishathaim king of Mesopotamia
into his hand; and his hand prevailed over Cushan-Rishathaim. So the land had
rest for forty years. Then Othniel the son of Kenaz died.  (Jud 3:9-11)

Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah, and he passed through Gilead
and Manasseh, and passed through Mizpah of Gilead; and from Mizpah of Gilead
he advanced toward the people of Ammon... So Jephthah advanced toward the
people of Ammon to fight against them, and the Lord delivered them into his
hands. And he defeated them from Aroer as far as Minnith twenty cities – and to
Abel Keramim, with a very great slaughter. Thus the people of Ammon were
subdued before the children of Israel.  (Jud 11:29,32-33)

So the woman bore a son and called his name Samson; and the child grew, and
the Lord blessed him. And the Spirit of the Lord began to move upon him
at Mahaneh Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol.  (Jud 13:24-25)

So Samson went down to Timnah with his father and mother, and came to the
vineyards of Timnah. Now to his surprise, a young lion came roaring against him.
And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, and he tore the lion apart
as one would have torn apart a young goat, though he had nothing in his hand.
But he did not tell his father or his mother what he had done.   (Jud 14:5-6)

Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon him mightily, and he went down to
Ashkelon and killed thirty of their men, took their apparel, and gave the changes
of clothing to those who had explained the riddle. So his anger was aroused,
and he went back up to his father’s house.  (Jud 14:19)

When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting against him. Then the Spirit
of the Lord came mightily upon him; and the ropes that were on his arms became
like flax that is burned with fire, and his bonds broke loose from his hands.
He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, reached out his hand and took it,
and killed a thousand men with it... And he judged Israel twenty years in the
days of the Philistines.  (Jud 15:14-15,20)

“After that you {Saul} shall come to the hill of God where the Philistine
garrison is. And it will happen, when you have come to the city, that you will
meet a group of prophets coming down from the high place with a stringed
instrument, a tambourine, a flute, and a harp before them; and they will be
prophesying. Then the Spirit of the Lord will come upon you, and you will
prophesy with them and be turned into another man.”  So it was, when he had
turned his back to go from Samuel, that God gave him another heart; and all
those signs came to pass that day. When they came there to the hill, there was a
group of prophets to meet him; then the Spirit of God came upon him, and he
prophesied among them.  (1Sa 10:6,9-10)
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Now there was Saul, coming behind the herd from the field; and Saul said,
“What troubles the people, that they weep?”  And they told him the words of the
men of Jabesh. Then the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard this news,
and his anger was greatly aroused. So he took a yoke of oxen and cut them in
pieces, and sent them throughout all the territory of Israel by the hands of
messengers, saying, “Whoever does not go out with Saul and Samuel to battle,
so it shall be done to his oxen.”  And the fear of the Lord fell on the people, and
they came out with one consent.  (1Sa 11:5-7)

So it was, when they came, that he looked at Eliab and said, “Surely the Lord’s
anointed is before him!”  But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his
appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord
does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord
looks at the heart.”  (1Sa 16:6-7)

And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all the young men here?”  Then he said, “There
remains yet the youngest, and there he is, keeping the sheep.”  And Samuel said
to Jesse, “Send and bring him. For we will not sit down till he comes here.”  So he
sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and good-looking.
And the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him; for this is the one!”  Then Samuel took the
horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the
Lord came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel arose and went to
Ramah. But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and a distressing spirit
from the Lord troubled him.  (1Sa 16:11-14)

Then Saul said to Jesse, saying, “Please let David stand before me, for he has
found favor in my sight.”  And so it was, whenever the spirit from God was upon
Saul, that David would take a harp and play it with his hand. Then Saul would
become refreshed and well, and the distressing spirit would depart from him.
(1Sa 16:22-23)

And it happened on the next day that the distressing spirit from God came upon
Saul, and he prophesied inside the house. So David played music with his hand,
as at other times; but there was a spear in Saul’s hand. And Saul cast the spear,
for he said, “I will pin David to the wall!”  But David escaped his presence twice.
Now Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with him, but had departed
from Saul. Therefore Saul removed him from his presence, and made him
his captain over a thousand; and he went out and came in before the people. And
David behaved wisely in all his ways, and the Lord was with him. Therefore, when
Saul saw that he behaved very wisely, he was afraid of him. But all Israel and
Judah loved David, because he went out and came in before them.
(1Sa 18:10-16)

Now the distressing spirit from the Lord came upon Saul as he sat in his house
with his spear in his hand. And David was playing music with his hand. Then Saul
sought to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he slipped away from Saul’s
presence; and he drove the spear into the wall. So David fled and escaped that
night.  (1Sa 19:9-10)

Then Saul sent messengers to take David. And when they saw the group of
prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing as leader over them, the Spirit of
God came upon the messengers of Saul, and they also prophesied. And when
Saul was told, he sent other messengers, and they prophesied likewise. Then
Saul sent messengers again the third time, and they prophesied also. Then he
also went to Ramah, and came to the great well that is at Sechu. So he asked,
and said, “Where are Samuel and David?”  And someone said, “Indeed they are
at Naioth in Ramah.”  So he went there to Naioth in Ramah.
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Then the Spirit of God was upon him also, and he went on and prophesied until
he came to Naioth in Ramah. And he also stripped off his clothes and prophesied
before Samuel in like manner, and lay down naked all that day and all that night.
Therefore they say, “Is Saul also among the prophets?”  (1Sa 19:20-24)

Now these are the last words of David. Thus says David the son of Jesse; thus
says the man raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet
psalmist of Israel:  “The Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, and His word was on my
tongue. The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spoke to me: ‘He who rules
over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. And he shall be like the light of
the morning when the sun rises, a morning without clouds, like the tender grass
springing out of the earth, by clear shining after rain.’  Although my house is not
so with God, yet He has made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all
things and secure. For this is all my salvation and all my desire; will He not make
it increase?  But the sons of rebellion shall all be as thorns thrust away, because
they cannot be taken with hands, but the man who touches them must be armed
with iron and the shaft of a spear, and they shall be utterly burned with fire in
their place.”  (2Sa 23:1-7)

Then He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord.”  And behold,
the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind tore into the mountains and
broke the rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and
after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after
the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a still
small voice. So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his
mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. Suddenly a voice
came to him, and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  (1Ki 19:11-13)

Then Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord sitting on
His throne, and all the host of heaven standing by, on His right hand and on His
left. And the Lord said, ‘Who will persuade Ahab to go up, that he may fall at
Ramoth Gilead?’ So one spoke in this manner, and another spoke in that manner.
Then a spirit came forward and stood before the Lord, and said, ‘I will persuade
him.’  The Lord said to him, ‘In what way?’  So he said, ‘I will go out and be a
lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’  And the Lord said, ‘You shall
persuade him, and also prevail. Go out and do so.’  Therefore look!  The Lord has
put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these prophets of yours, and the Lord has
declared disaster against you.”  (1Ki 22:19-23 and 2Ch 18:18-22)

Now Elijah took his mantle, rolled it up, and struck the water; and it was divided
this way and that, so that the two of them crossed over on dry ground. And so it
was, when they had crossed over, that Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask! What may I do
for you, before I am taken away from you?”  Elisha said, “Please let a double
portion of your spirit be upon me.”  So he said, “You have asked a hard thing.
Nevertheless, if you see me when I am taken from you, it shall be so for you; but
if not, it shall not be so.”  Then it happened, as they continued on and talked,
that suddenly a chariot of fire appeared with horses of fire, and separated the two
of them; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, and he
cried out, “My father, my father, the chariot of Israel and its horsemen!”  So he
saw him no more. And he took hold of his own clothes and tore them into two
pieces. He also took up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went
back and stood by the bank of the Jordan. Then he took the mantle of Elijah that
had fallen from him, and struck the water, and said, “Where is the Lord God of
Elijah?”  And when he also had struck the water, it was divided this way and that;
and Elisha crossed over. Now when the sons of the prophets who were from
Jericho saw him, they said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.”  And they came
to meet him, bowed to the ground before him.  (2Ki 2:8-15 also see Act 1:9)
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So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah. And Isaiah said to them, “Thus
you shall say to your master, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Do not be afraid of the words
which you have heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have
blasphemed Me. Surely I will send a spirit upon him, and he shall hear a rumor
and return to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own
land.” ’ ”  (2Ki 19:5-7 and Isa 37:5-7)

And it came to pass on a certain night that the angel of the Lord went out, and
killed in the camp of the Assyrians one hundred and eighty-five thousand;
and when people arose early in the morning, there were the corpses all dead.
So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and went away, returned home, and
remained at Nineveh. Now it came to pass, as he was worshiping in the temple of
Nisroch his god, that his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer struck him down with
the sword; and they escaped into the land of Ararat. Then Esarhaddon his son
reigned in his place.  (2Ki 19:35-37)

Now the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded. And he went out to
meet Asa, and said to him: “Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin. The Lord
is with you while you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but
if you forsake Him, He will forsake you. For a long time Israel has been without
the true God, without a teaching priest, and without law; but when in their
trouble they turned to the Lord God of Israel, and sought Him, He was found by
them. And in those times there was no peace to the one who went out, nor to the
one who came in, but great turmoil was on all the inhabitants of the lands. So
nation was destroyed by nation, and city by city, for God troubled them with
every adversity. But you, be strong and do not let your hands be weak, for your
work shall be rewarded!”  (2Ch 15:1-4)

Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of
Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in
the midst of the assembly. And he said, “Listen, all you of Judah and you
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you, King Jehoshaphat!  Thus says the Lord to you:
‘Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is
not yours, but God’s. Tomorrow go down against them. They will surely come up
by the Ascent of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the brook before the
wilderness of Jeruel. You will not need to fight in this battle. Position yourselves,
stand still and see the salvation of the Lord, who is with you, O Judah and
Jerusalem!’ Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out against them, for the
Lord is with you.”  (2Ch 20:14-17)

So they rose early in the morning and went out into the wilderness of Tekoa; and
as they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Hear me, O Judah and you
inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the Lord your God, and you shall be
established; believe His prophets, and you shall prosper.”  And when he had
consulted with the people, he appointed those who should sing to the Lord, and
who should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and
were saying: “Praise the Lord, for His mercy endures forever.”  Now when they
began to sing and to praise, the Lord set ambushes against the people of Ammon,
Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and they were defeated.

For the people of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mount
Seir to utterly kill and destroy them. And when they had made an end of the
inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one another. So when Judah came to a
place overlooking the wilderness, they looked toward the multitude; and there
were their dead bodies, fallen on the earth. No one had escaped.
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When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away the spoil, they found
among them an abundance of valuables on the dead bodies, and precious
jewelry, which they stripped off for themselves, more than they could carry away;
and they were three days gathering the spoil because there was so much.
(2Ch 20:20-25)

The Battle of Armies - which is yet to come

Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war.
His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a
name written that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed with a robe
dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies in
heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now
out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations.
And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress
of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on His robe and on
His thigh a name written:  KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to
all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, “Come and gather together for the
supper of the great God, that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of
captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on
them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great.”

And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together
to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. Then the
beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his
presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and
those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire
burning with brimstone. And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded
from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with
their flesh.  (Rev 19:11-21)

By the blast of God they perish, and by the breath of His anger they are
consumed.  (Job 4:9)

Oh, remember that my life is a breath!  (Job 7:7)

“But now ask the beasts, and they will teach you; and the birds of the air, and
they will tell you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach you; and the fish of the
sea will explain to you. Who among all these does not know that the hand of the
Lord has done this, in whose hand is the life of every living thing, and the breath
of all mankind?”  (Job 12:7-10)

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because
what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so
that they are without excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not
glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and
their foolish hearts were darkened.  (Rom 1:18-21)

He will not depart from darkness; the flame will dry out his branches, and by the
breath of His mouth he will go away. Let him not trust in futile things, deceiving
himself, for futility will be his reward.  (Job 15:30-31)
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“As long as my breath is in me, and the breath of God in my nostrils, my lips will
not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit.”  (Job 27:3-4)

I said, ‘Age should speak, and multitude of years should teach wisdom.’
But there is a spirit in man, and the breath of the Almighty gives him
understanding. Great men are not always wise, nor do the aged always
understand justice.  (Job 32:7-9)

The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life.
(Job 33:4)

If He should set His heart on it, if He should gather to Himself His Spirit and
His breath, all flesh would perish together, and man would return to dust.
(Job 34:14-15)

By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all the host of them by the
breath of His mouth.  (Psa 33:6)

The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have
a contrite spirit.  (Psa 34:18)

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart – these,
O God, You will not despise.  (Psa 51:17)

Make vows to the Lord your God, and pay them; let all who are around Him bring
presents to Him who ought to be feared. He shall cut off the spirit of princes;
He is awesome to the kings of the earth.  (Psa 76:11-12)

But He, being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity, and did not destroy them.
Yes, many a time He turned His anger away, and did not stir up all His wrath; for
He remembered that they were but flesh, a breath that passes away and does not
come again.  (Psa 78:38-39)

As a father pities his children, so the Lord pities those who fear Him. For He
knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust. As for man, his days are like
grass; as a flower of the field, so he flourishes. For the wind passes over it, and it
is gone, and its place remembers it no more.  (Psa 103:13-16)

Bless the Lord, O my soul!  O Lord my God, You are very great: You are clothed
with honor and majesty, who cover Yourself with light as with a garment, who
stretch out the heavens like a curtain. He lays the beam of His upper chambers in
the waters, who makes the clouds His chariot, who walks on the wings of the
wind, who makes His angels spirits, His ministers a flame of fire.  (Psa 104:1-4)

These all wait for You, that You may give them their food in due season. What
you give them they gather in; You open Your hand, they are filled with good. You
hide Your face, they are troubled; You take away their breath, they die and return
to their dust. You send forth Your Spirit, they are created; and You renew the
face of the earth.  (Psa 104:27-30)

Do not put your trust in princes, nor in a son of man, in whom there is no help.
His spirit departs, he returns to his earth; in that very day his plans perish.
(Psa 146:3-4)

Fire and hail, snow and clouds; stormy wind, fulfilling His word.  (Psa 148:8)

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.  Praise the Lord!  (Psa 150:6)
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A talebearer reveals secrets, but he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a matter.
(Pro 11:13)

A merry heart makes a cheerful countenance, but by sorrow of the heart the spirit
is broken.  (Pro 15:13)

All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, but the Lord weighs the spirits.
(Pro 16:2)

Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. Better to be of a
humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.
(Pro 16:18-19)

He who has knowledge spares his words, and a man of understanding is of a calm
spirit. Even a fool is counted wise when he holds his peace; when he shuts his
lips, he is considered perceptive.  (Pro 17:27-28)

The spirit of a man will sustain him in sickness, but who can bear a broken spirit?
(Pro 18:14)

A man’s pride will bring him low, but the humble in spirit will retain honor.
(Pro 29:23)

Who has ascended into heaven, or descended?  Who has gathered the wind in His
fists?  Who has bound the waters in a garment?  Who has established all the ends
of the earth?  What is His name, and what is His Son’s name, if you know?
(Pro 30:4)

“No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is,
the Son of Man who is in heaven.”  (Joh 3:13)

I said in my heart, “Concerning the condition of the sons of men, God tests them,
that they may see that they themselves are like animals.”  For what happens to
the sons of men also happens to animals; one thing befalls them: As one dies, so
dies the other. Surely they all have one breath; man has no advantage over the
animals, for all is vanity. All go to one place: All are from the dust, and all return
to dust. Who knows the spirit of the sons of men, which goes upward, and the
spirit of the animal, which goes down to the earth?  So I perceived that nothing is
better than that a man should rejoice in his own works, for that is his heritage.
For who can bring him to see what will happen after him?  (Ecc 3:18-22)

The end of a thing is better than its beginning; the patient in spirit is better than
the proud in spirit. Do not hasten in your spirit to be angry, for anger rests in the
bosom of fools.  (Ecc 7:8-9)

As you do not know what is the way of the wind, or how the bones grow in the
womb of her who is with child, so you do not know the works of God who makes
everything.  (Ecc 11:5)

Sever yourself from such a man [idol worshipper], whose breath is in his nostrils;
for of what account is he?  (Isa 2:22)

In that day the Branch of the Lord [Jesus] shall be beautiful and glorious; and the
fruit of the earth shall be excellent  and appealing for those of Israel who have
escaped [the wrath of God].  (Isa 4:2 & Luk 21:34-36)
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There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out
of his roots. The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the
fear of the Lord. His delight is in the fear of the Lord, and He shall not judge by
the sight of His eyes, nor decide by the hearing of His ears; but with
righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the
earth; He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of
His lips He shall slay the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, and
faithfulness the belt of His waist.  (Isa 11:1-5)

The way of the just is uprightness; O Most Upright, You weigh the path of the
just. Yes, in the way of Your judgments, O Lord, we have waited for You;
the desire of our soul is for Your name and for the remembrance of You. With my
soul I have desired You in the night, yes, by my spirit within me I will seek You
early; for when Your judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will
learn righteousness. Let grace be shown to the wicked, yet he will not learn
righteousness; in the land of uprightness he will deal unjustly, and will not behold
the majesty of the Lord. Lord, when Your hand is lifted up, they will not see.
But they will see and be ashamed for their envy of people; yes, the fire of
Your enemies shall devour them. Lord, You will establish peace for us, for You
have also done all our works in us. O Lord our God, masters besides You have
had dominion over us; but by You only we make mention of Your name. They are
dead, they will not live; they are deceased, they will not rise. Therefore You have
punished and destroyed them, and made all their memory to perish. You have
increased the nation, O Lord, You have increased the nation; You are glorified;
You have expanded all the borders of the Land.  (Isa 26:7-15)

Therefore thus says the Lord, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of
Jacob: “Jacob shall not now be ashamed, nor shall his face now grow pale; but
when he sees his children, the work of My hands, in his midst, they will hallow
My name, and hallow the Holy One of Jacob, and fear the God of Israel. These
also who erred in spirit will come to understanding, and those who complained
will learn doctrine.”  (Isa 29:22-24)

“Woe to the rebellious children,”  says the Lord, “Who take counsel, but not
of Me, and who devise plans, but not of My Spirit, that they may add sin to sin;
who walk to go down to Egypt, and have not asked My advice, to strengthen
themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt!
Therefore the strength of Pharaoh shall be your shame, and trust in the shadow
of Egypt shall be your humiliation.”  (Isa 30:1-3)     [Egypt ~ the sinful world]

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted
and every mountain and hill brought low; the crooked places shall be made
straight and the rough places smooth; the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
The voice said, “Cry out!”  And he said, “What shall I cry?”
“All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the flower of the field. The grass
withers, the flower fades, because the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, but the Word of
our God stands forever.”  (Isa 40:3-8)

Behold, the Lord God shall come with a strong hand, and His arm shall rule
for Him; behold, His reward is with Him, and His work before Him. He will feed
His flock like a shepherd; He will gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them
in His bosom, and gently lead those who are with young.   [See Joh 10:11-16]
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Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, measured heaven with a
span and calculated the dust of the earth in a measure?  Weighed the mountains
in scales and the hills in a balance?  Who has directed the Spirit of the Lord, or as
His counselor has taught Him? With whom did He take counsel, and who
instructed Him, and taught Him in the path of justice? Who taught Him
knowledge, and showed Him the way of understanding?  (Isa 40:10-14)

“Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul delights!
I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles. He will
not cry out, nor raise His voice, nor cause His voice to be heard in the street.
A bruised reed He will not break, and smoking flax He will not quench;
He will bring forth justice for truth. He will not fail nor be discouraged, till He
has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands shall wait for His law.”
(Isa 42:1-4 & Mat 12:20)

Thus says God the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who
spread forth the earth and that which comes from it, who gives breath to the
people on it, and spirit to those who walk on it: “I, the Lord, have called You in
righteousness, and will hold Your hand; I will keep You and give You as a
covenant to the people, as a light to the Gentiles, to open blind eyes, to bring out
prisoners from the prison, those who sit in darkness from the prison house.
I AM the Lord, that is My name; and My glory I will not give to another, nor
My praise to carved images. Behold, the former things have come to pass, and
new things I declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.”  (Isa 42:5-9)

“Do not fear, for you will not be ashamed; neither be disgraced, for you will not
be put to shame; for you will forget the shame of your youth, and will not
remember the reproach of your widowhood anymore. For your Maker is your
husband, the Lord of hosts is His name; and your Redeemer is the Holy One of
Israel; He is called the God of the whole earth. For the Lord has called you like a
woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, like a youthful wife when you were
refused,”  says your God.  “For a mere moment I have forsaken you, but with
great mercies I will gather you. With a little wrath I hid My face from you for a
moment; but with everlasting kindness I will have mercy on you,”  says the Lord,
your Redeemer.  (Isa 54:4-8)

For thus says the High and Lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy:
“I dwell in the high and holy place, with him who has a contrite and humble spirit,
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.
For I will not contend forever, nor will I always be angry; for the spirit would fail
before Me, and the souls which I have made.”  (Isa 57:15-16)

Then the Lord saw it, and it displeased Him that there was no justice. He saw that
there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor; therefore His
own arm brought salvation for Him; and His own righteousness, it sustained Him.
For He put on righteousness as a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on
His head; He put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with
zeal as a cloak. According to their deeds, accordingly He will repay, fury to
His adversaries, recompense to His enemies; the coastlands He will fully repay.
So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, and His glory from the
rising of the sun; when the enemy comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord will
lift up a standard against him. “The Redeemer will come to Zion, and to those
who turn from transgression in Jacob,”  says the Lord. “As for Me,”  says
the Lord, “this is My covenant with them: My Spirit who is upon you, and
My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart from your mouth,
nor from the mouth of your descendants’ descendants,”  says the Lord,
“from this time and forevermore.”  (Isa 59:16-21)
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“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has anointed Me
to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are
bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance
of our God; to comfort all who mourn, to console those who mourn in Zion,
to give them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise
for the spirit of heaviness; that they may be called trees of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.”  (Isa 61:1-3)

Who is this who comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah, this One
who is glorious in His apparel, traveling in the greatness of His strength? –

“I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save.”

Why is Your apparel red, and Your garments like one who treads in the
winepress?

“I have trodden the winepress alone, and from the peoples no one was with Me.
For I have trodden them in My anger, and trampled them in My fury; their blood
is sprinkled upon My garments, and I have stained all My robes. For the day of
vengeance is in My heart, and the year of My redeemed has come. I looked, but
there was no one to help, and I wondered that there was no one to uphold;
therefore My own arm brought salvation for Me; and My own fury, it sustained
Me. I have trodden down the peoples in My anger, made them drunk in My fury,
and brought down their strength to the earth.”  (Isa 63:1-6)

I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the Lord and the praises of the Lord,
according to all that the Lord has bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward
the house of Israel, which He has bestowed on them according to His mercies,
according to the multitude of His lovingkindnesses. For He said, “Surely they are
My people, children who will not lie.”  So He became their Saviour. In all their
affliction He was afflicted, and the Angel of His Presence saved them; in His love
and in His pity He redeemed them; and He bore them and carried them all the
days of old. But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit; so He turned Himself
against them as an enemy, and He fought against them. Then He remembered
the days of old, Moses and his people, saying:

“Where is He who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherd of His flock?
Where is He who put His Holy Spirit within them, who led them by the right hand
of Moses, with His glorious arm, dividing the water before them to make for
Himself an everlasting name, who led them through the deep, as a horse in the
wilderness, that they might not stumble?”

As a beast goes down into the valley, and the Spirit of the Lord causes him to
rest, so You lead Your people, to make Yourself a glorious name.  (Isa 63:7-14)

Thus says the Lord: “Heaven is My throne, and earth is My footstool. Where is the
house that you will build Me?  And where is the place of My rest?  For all those
things My hand has made, and all those things exist,”  says the Lord.  “But on
this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, and who trembles
at My Word.”  (Isa 66:1-2)

So when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard a voice of One speaking. And
He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will speak to you.”
Then the Spirit entered me when He spoke to me, and set me on my feet; and
I heard Him who spoke to me.  (Eze 2:1-2)
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Then the Spirit lifted me up, and I heard behind me a great thunderous voice:
“Blessed is the glory of the Lord from His place!”  I also heard the noise of the
wings of the living creatures that touched one another, and the noise of the
wheels beside them, and a great thunderous noise. So the Spirit lifted me up and
took me away, and I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of
the Lord was strong upon me. Then I came to the captives at Tel Abib, who dwelt
by the River Chebar; and I sat where they sat, and remained there astonished
among them seven days.  (Eze 3:12-15)

Then the hand of the Lord was upon me there, and He said to me, “Arise, go out
into the plain, and there I shall talk with you.”  So I arose and went into the plain,
and behold, the glory of the Lord stood there, like the glory which I saw by the
River Chebar; and I fell on my face. Then the Spirit entered me and set me on my
feet, and spoke with me and said to me: “Go, shut yourself inside your house.
And you, O son of man, surely they will put ropes on you and bind you with them,
so that you cannot go out among them. I will make your tongue cling to the roof
of your mouth, so that you shall be mute and not be one to rebuke them, for they
are a rebellious house. But when I speak with you, I will open your mouth, and
you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God.’  He who hears, let him hear; and
he who refuses, let him refuse; for they are a rebellious house.”  (Eze 3:22-27)

Then I looked, and there was a likeness, like the appearance of fire – from the
appearance of His waist and downward, fire; and from His waist and upward,
like the appearance of brightness, like the color of amber. He stretched out the
form of a hand, and took me by a lock of my hair; and the Spirit lifted me up
between earth and heaven, and brought me in visions of God to Jerusalem, to the
door of the north gate of the inner court, where the seat of the image of jealousy
was which provokes to jealousy.  (Eze 8:2-3)

Then the Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the East Gate of the Lord’s house,
which faces eastward; and there at the door of the gate were twenty-five men,
among whom I saw Jaazaniah the son of Azzur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah,
princes of the people. And He said to me: “Son of man, these are the men who
devise iniquity and give wicked counsel in this city, who say, ‘The time is not near
to build houses; this city is the cauldron, and we are the meat.’
Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O son of man!”  Then the Spirit of
the Lord fell upon me, and said to me, “Speak! ‘Thus says the Lord:

“Thus you have said, O house of Israel; for I know the things that come
into your mind. You have multiplied your slain in this city, and you have
filled its streets with the slain.”  Therefore thus says the Lord God:
“Your slain whom you have laid in its midst, they are the meat, and this
city is the cauldron; but I shall bring you out of the midst of it. You
feared the sword; and I will bring a sword upon you,”  say the Lord God.
“And I will bring you out of its midst, and deliver you into the hands of
strangers, and execute judgment on you. You shall fall by the sword.
I will judge you at the border of Israel. Then you shall know that I AM
the Lord. This city shall not be your cauldron, nor shall you be the meat
in its midst. I will judge you at the border of Israel. And you shall know
that I AM the Lord; for you have not walked in My statutes nor executed
My judgments, but have done according to the customs of the Gentiles
which are all around you.” ’ ”

Now it happened, while I was prophesying, that Pelatiah the son of Benaiah died.
Then I fell on my face and cried with a loud voice, and said, “Ah, Lord God!
Will You make a complete end of the remnant of Israel?”  (Eze 11:1-13)
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Again the Word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Son of man, your brethren, your
relatives, your countrymen, and all the house of Israel in its entirety, are those
about whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, ‘Get far away from the Lord;
this land has been given to us as a possession.’
Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Although I have cast them far off
among the Gentiles, and although I have scattered them among the countries,
yet I shall be a little sanctuary for them in the countries where they have gone.”
Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “I will gather you from the peoples,
assemble you from the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give
you the land of Israel.” ’
And they will go there, and they will take away all its detestable things and all its
abominations from there. Then I will give them one heart, and I will put a new
spirit within them, and take the stony heart out of their flesh, and give them a
heart of flesh, that they may walk in My statutes and keep My judgments and do
them; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God. But as for those
whose hearts follow the desire for their detestable things and their abominations,
I will recompense their deeds on their own heads,”    says the Lord God.’ ”
(Eze 11:14-21 & Jer 31:23-34)

“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways,”
says the Lord God. “Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that
iniquity will not be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions which you
have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should
you die, O house of Israel?  For I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies,”
says the Lord God. “Therefore turn and live!”  (Eze 18:30-32)

Also He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to
the breath, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe on these slain, that they may live.” ’ ” So I prophesied as He commanded
me, and breath came into them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet,
an exceedingly great army. Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are
the whole house of Israel. They indeed say, ‘Our bones are dry, our hope is lost,
and we ourselves are cut off!’  Therefore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says
the Lord God: “Behold, O My people, I will open your graves and cause you to
come up from your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. Then you shall
know that I AM the Lord, when I have opened your graves, O My people,
and brought you up from your graves. I will put My Spirit in you, and you shall
live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I, the Lord,
have spoken it and performed it,”  says the Lord.’ ”  (Eze 37:9-14)

The Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory
of the Lord filled the temple. Then I heard Him speaking to me from the temple,
while a man stood beside me. And He said to me,”Son of man, this is the place of
My throne and the place of the soles of My feet, where I will dwell in the midst of
the children of Israel forever. No more shall the house of Israel defile My Holy
name, they nor their kings, by their harlotry or with the carcasses of their kings
on their high places. When they set their threshold by My threshold, and their
doorpost by My doorpost, with a wall between them and Me, they defiled My holy
name by the abominations which they committed; therefore I have consumed
them in My anger. Now let them put away their harlotry and the carcasses of
their kings far away from Me, and I will dwell in their midst forever.  (Eze 43:5-9)

I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my house, and flourishing in my palace. I saw a
dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts on my bed and the visions of my
head troubled me. Therefore I issued a decree to bring in all the wise men of
Babylon before me, that they might make known to me the interpretation of the
dream.
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Then the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers came in,
and I told them the dream; but they did not make known to me its interpretation.
But at last Daniel came before me (his name is Belteshazzar, according to the
name of my god ; in him is the Spirit of the Holy God), and I told him the dream
before him, saying: “Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, because I know that
the Spirit of the Holy God is in you, and no secret troubles you, explain to me the
visions of my dream that I have seen, and its intrepretation.”  (Dan 4:4-9)

“This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, have seen. Now you, Belteshazzar, declare
its interpretation, since all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make
known to me the interpretation; but you are able, for the spirit of the Holy God is
in you.”  (Dan 4:18)

“Therefore, O king, let my advice be acceptable to you; break off your sins by
being righteous, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the poor. Perhaps there
may be a lengthening of your prosperity.”  (Dan 4:27)

Then King Belshazzar was greatly troubled, his countenance was changed, and his
lords were astonished. The queen, because of the words of the king and his lords,
came to the banquet hall. The queen spoke, saying, “O king, live forever!  Do not
let your thoughts trouble you, nor let your countenance change. There is a man in
your kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God. And in the days of your
father, light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, were
found in him; and King Nebuchadnezzar your father – your father the king –
made him chief of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers.
Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams,
solving riddles, and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel, whom the king
named Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be called and he will give the interpretation.”
(Dan 5:9-12)

Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king spoke, and said to Daniel,
“Are you that Daniel who is one of the captives from Judah, whom my father the
king brought from Judah?  I have heard of you, that the Spirit of God is in you,
and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom are found in you.”
(Dan 5:13-14)

“And you have lifted yourself up against the Lord of heaven. They have brought
the vessels of His house before you, and you and your lords, your wives and your
concubines, have drunk wine from them. And you have praised the gods of silver
and gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone, which do not see or hear or know;
and the God who holds your breath in His hand and owns all your ways, you have
not glorified.”  (Dan 5:23)

Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps, because
an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over the
whole realm. So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against
Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find no charge or fault, because
he was faithful; nor was there any error or fault found in him.  (Dan 6:3-4)

And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your
young men shall see visions. And also on My menservants and on My
maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days.  (Joe 2:28-29)

For behold, He who forms mountains and creates the wind, who declares to man
what his thought is, and makes the morning darkness, who treads the high places
of the earth – The Lord God of hosts is His name.  (Amo 4:13)



16

“Do not prattle,”  you say to those who prophesy. So they shall not prophesy to
you; they shall not return insult for insult. You who are named the house of
Jacob:  “Is the Spirit of the Lord restricted?   Are these His doings?
Do not My words do good to him who walks uprightly?”  (Mic 2:6-7)

“So the seers shall be ashamed, and the diviners abashed; indeed they shall all
cover their lips; for there is no answer from God. But truly I am full of power by
the Spirit of the Lord, and of justice and might, to declare to Jacob his
transgression and to Israel his sin.”  (Mic 3:7-8)

The burden of the word of the Lord against Israel. Thus says the Lord, who
stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit
of man within him.  (Zec 12:1)

“It shall be in that day that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against
Jerusalem. And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of
Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom
they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and
grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn.”  (Zec 12:9-10)

John answered, saying to all, "I indeed baptize you with water; but One mightier
than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and fire."  (Luk 3:16)

Now when He got into a boat, His disciples followed Him. And suddenly a great
tempest arose on the sea, so that the boat was covered with the waves. But
He was asleep. Then His disciples came to Him and awoke Him, saying, “Lord,
save us!  We are perishing!”  But He said to them, “Why are you fearful, O you
of little faith?”  Then He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was
a great calm. So the men marveled, saying, “Who can this be, that even the
winds and the sea obey Him?”  (Mat 8:23-27 & Mar 4:35-41 & Luk 8:22-25)

There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This
man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a
teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is
with him.”  Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you,
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old?  Can he enter a
second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”  Jesus answered, “Most
assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which
is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be
born again.’  The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it,
but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is
born of the Spirit.”  (Joh 3:1-8)

Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors
were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.”  When He had said
this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when
they saw the Lord. So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you!  As the Father has
sent Me, I also send you.”  And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
(Joh 20:19-23)
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The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and
teach, until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit
had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, to whom He also
presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen
by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom
of God. And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,”
He said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but
you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  (Act 1:1-5)

Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”  And He said to them, “It is not for
you to know times and seasons which the Father has put in His own authority,
but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
end of the earth.”  Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched,
He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And while they
looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them
in white apparel, who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into
heaven?  This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come
in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”  (Act 1:6-11)

When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one
place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty
wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared
to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the
Spirit gave them utterance.  (Act 2:1-4)

The voice of the Lord divides the flames of fire.  (Psa 29:7)

So the Lord said to Moses: “Gather to Me seventy men of the elders of Israel,
whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them
to the tabernacle of meeting, that they may stand there with you. Then I will
come down and talk with you there. I will take of the Spirit that is upon you and
will put the same upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with
you, that you may not bear it yourself alone.

So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord, and he gathered
the seventy men of the elders of the people and placed them around the
tabernacle. Then the Lord came down in the cloud, and spoke to him, and took of
the Spirit that was upon him, and placed the same upon the seventy elders; and
it happened, when the Spirit rested upon them, that they prophesied, although
they never did so again.

But two men had remained in the camp: the name of one was Eldad {God is a
friend}, and the name of the other Medad {Love}. And the Spirit rested upon
them. Now they were among those listed, but who had not gone out to the
tabernacle; yet they prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and told
Moses, and said, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.”  So Joshua the
son of Nun, Moses assistant, one of his choice men, answered and said, “Moses
my lord, forbid them!”  Then Moses said to him, “Are you zealous for my sake?
Oh, that all the Lord’s people were prophets and that the Lord would put His
Spirit upon them!”  And Moses returned to the camp, both he and the elders of
Israel.  (Num 11:16-17,24-30)
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Now John answered Him, saying, “Teacher, we saw someone who does not follow
us casting out demons in Your name, and we forbade him because he does not
follow us.”  But Jesus said, “Do not forbid him, for no one who works a miracle in
My name can soon afterward speak evil of Me. For he who is not against us is on
our side. For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in My name, because you
belong to Christ, assuredly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.”
(Mar 9:38-41 & Luk 9:49-50)

Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls
Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.
(1Co 12:3)

And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under
heaven. And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were
confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own language. Then they
were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, “Look, are not all these
who speak Galileans?  And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in
which we were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia,
Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and
Proselytes, Cretans and Arabs - we hear them speaking in our own tongues the
wonderful works of God."  So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one
another, "Whatever could this mean?"  Others mocking said, "They are full of
new wine."  (Act 2:5-13)

But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, “Men of
Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my
words. For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of
the day. But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out
of My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young
men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams. And on My menservants
and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; and they shall
prophesy. I will show wonders in heaven above and signs in the earth beneath:
Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and
the moon into blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day of the
Lord. And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall
be saved.’

Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you
by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you
yourselves also know – Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and
foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put
to death; whom God raised up, having loosened the pains of death, because it
was not possible that He should be held by it. For David says concerning Him:

‘I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for He is at my right hand, that I may
not be shaken. Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; moreover
my flesh will rest in hope. For You will not leave my soul in Hades, nor will You
allow Your Holy One to see corruption. You have made known to me the ways of
life; You will make me full of joy in Your presence.’

Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is
both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Therefore, being a
prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of
his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne,
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he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul
was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. This Jesus God has raised
up, of which we are all witnesses. Therefore being exalted to the right hand of
God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He
poured out this which you now see and hear. For David did not ascend into the
heavens, but he says himself:  ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand,
till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” ’

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus,
whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”  Now when they heard this, they were
cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and
brethren, what shall we do?”  Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one
of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your
children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”

And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved
from this perverse generation.”  Then those who gladly received his word were
baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. And they
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in prayers. Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and
signs were done through the apostles. Now all who believed were together, and
had all things in common, and sold their possessions and goods, and divided
them among all, as anyone had need. So continuing daily with one accord in the
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate food with gladness and
simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the
Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.  (Act 2:14-47)

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who
heard the word. And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as
many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out
on the Gentiles also. For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God.
Then Peter answered, "Can anyone forbid water, that these should not
be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?"  And he
commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to
stay a few days.  (Act 10:44-48)

And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through
the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples he said to them,
"Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" So they said to him,
"We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit." And he said to
them, "Into what then were you baptized?" So they said, "Into John's baptism."
Then Paul said, "John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the
people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is,
on Christ Jesus."  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon
them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. Now the men were about
twelve in all.  (Act 19:1-7)

For with stammering lips and another tongue He will speak to this people, to
whom He said, "This is the rest with which you may cause the weary to rest,"
and, "This is the refreshing"; yet they would not hear.  (Isa 28:11-12)

The eyes of those who see will not be dim, and the ears of those who hear will
listen. Also the heart of the rash will understand knowledge, and the tongue of
the stammerers will be ready to speak plainly.  (Isa 32:4)
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Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. For
he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one
understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. But he who
prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. He who
speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church.
I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who
prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he
interprets, that the church may receive edification.  (1Co 14:1-5)

Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. For if I pray
in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful. What is the
conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the
understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the
understanding.  (1Co 14:13-15)

Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but
prophesying is not for unbelievers but for those who believe.  (1Co 14:22)

If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the
things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord. But if anyone is
ignorant, let him be ignorant. Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy,
and do not forbid to speak with tongues. Let all things be done decently and in
order. (1Co 14:37-40)

There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of
ministries, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the
same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each
one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit,
to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the
same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to
another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. But
one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one
individually as He wills. For as the body is one and has many members, but all
the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.
(1Co 12:4-12)

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above
all, and through all, and in you all.  (Eph 4:4-6)

Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells
in you?  If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple
of God is holy, which temple you are.  (1Co 3:16-17)

But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him. Flee sexual immorality.
Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual
immorality sins against his own body. Or do you not know that your body is the
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are
not your own?  For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body
and in your spirit, which are God’s.  (1Co 6:17-20)

Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.  (2Co 7:1)



21

And He [Jesus] Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for
the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man,
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer
be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine,
by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but,
speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head –
Christ – from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does it share,
causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.  (Eph 4:11-16)

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole
spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.  (1Th 5:23)

For the Word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is no
creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of
Him to whom we must give account.  (Heb 4:12-13)

He {Jesus} has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. And as it is
appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment.  (Heb 9:26-27)

My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the
testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its complete work,
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. If any of you lacks
wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it
will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is
like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man
suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man,
unstable in all his ways.  (Jam 1:2-8)

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God;
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the
Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is
of God, and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the
flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard
was coming, and is now already in the world. You are of God, little children, and
have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world.  (1Jo 4:1-4)

For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this
condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and
deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. But these speak evil of
whatever they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts,
in these things they corrupt themselves. Woe to them!  For they have gone in the
way of Cain, have run greedily in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in
the rebellion of Korah. These are spots in your love feasts, while they feast with
you without fear, serving only themselves. They are clouds without water, carried
about by the winds; late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the
roots; raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame; wandering stars for
whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.  (Jue 1:4,10-13)
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