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Sowing & Reaping

Abraham living by example
Abraham planted a large grove in Beersheba, and he made to it four gates facing
the four sides of the earth; he planted a vineyard in it, so that if a traveller came
to Abraham he entered any gate which was in his road, and remained there and
ate and drank and satisfied himself and then departed.

For the house of Abraham was always open to the sons of men that passed and
returned, who came daily to eat and drink in the house of Abraham. Any man
who had hunger and came to Abraham’s house, Abraham would give him bread
that he might eat and drink and be satisfied; anyone that came naked to his
house he would clothe with garments as he might choose and give him silver and
gold, and make known to him the Lord who had created him in the earth; this did
Abraham all his life.  (Jasher 22:11-13)

It was at that time that Abraham died, in the fifteenth year of the life of Jacob
and Esau, the sons of Isaac, and all the days of Abraham were one hundred and
seventy-five years. He died and was gathered to his people in good old age,
old and satisfied with days, and Isaac and Ishmael his sons buried him.

When the inhabitants of Canaan heard that Abraham was dead, they all came
with their kings and princes and all their men to bury Abraham. All the
inhabitants of the land of Haran, all the families of the house of Abraham, all the
princes and grandees, and the sons of Abraham by the concubines, all came when
they heard of Abraham’s death.

They rewarded Abraham’s kindness, and comforted Isaac his son, and they buried
Abraham in the cave which he bought from Ephron the Hittite and his children, for
the possession of a burial place. All the inhabitants of Canaan, and all those who
had known Abraham, wept for Abraham a whole year; men and women mourned
over him. All the little children, and all the inhabitants of the land wept on
account of Abraham, for Abraham had been good to them all, because he had
been upright with God and men.

There arose not a man who feared God like Abraham, for he had feared his God
from his youth, and had served the Lord, and had gone in all His ways during his
life from his childhood to the day of his death. And the Lord was with him and
delivered him from the counsel of Nimrod and his people; when he made war with
the four kings of Elam he conquered them. He brought all the children of the
earth to the service of God and he taught them the ways of the Lord, and caused
them to know the Lord.

He formed a grove and planted a vineyard therein, and he had always prepared in
his tent meat and drink to those that passed through the land, that they might
satisfy themselves in his house. The Lord God delivered the whole earth on
account of Abraham.

It was after the death of Abraham that God blessed his son Isaac and his
children, and the Lord was with Isaac as he had been with his father Abraham, for
Isaac kept all the commandments of the Lord as Abraham his father had
commanded him; he did not turn to the right or to the left from the right path
which his father had commanded him.  (Jasher 26:29-39)
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The Unrighteous

Sowing & Reaping + Stashing & Stealing + Owing & Keeping = Gnashing & Weeping

“Remember now, who ever perished being innocent?  Or where were the upright
ever cut off?  Even as I have seen, those who plow iniquity and sow trouble reap
the same. By the blast of God they perish, and by the breath of His anger they
are consumed.”  (Job 4:7-9)

He turns rivers into a wilderness, and the watersprings into dry ground; a fruitful
land into barrenness, for the wickedness of those who dwell in it.
(Psa 107:33-34)

A worthless person, a wicked man, walks with a perverse mouth; he winks with
his eyes, he shuffles his feet, he points with his fingers; perversity is in his heart.
He devises evil continually, he sows discord. Therefore his calamity shall come
suddenly; suddenly he shall be broken without remedy. These six things the Lord
hates, yes, seven are an abomination to Him: A proud look, a lying tongue, hands
that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that are swift in
running to evil, a false witness who speaks lies, and one who sows discord among
brethren.  (Pro 6:12-19)

The wicked man does deceptive work, but he who sows righteousness will have a
sure reward. As righteousness leads to life, so he who pursues evil pursues it to
his own death.  (Pro 11:18-19)

An ungodly man digs up evil, and it is on his lips like a burning fire. A perverse
man sows strife, and a whisperer separates the best of friends. A violent man
entices his neighbor, and leads him in a way that is not good. He winks with his
eye to devise perverse things; he purses his lips and brings about evil.
(Pro 16:27-30)

He who sows iniquity will reap sorrow, and the rod of his anger will fail.
(Pro 22:8)

“Woe to the wicked!  It shall be ill with him, for the reward of his hands shall be
given him.”  (Isa 3:11)

“The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved!”  (Jer 8:20)

For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “The daughter of Babylon is
like a threshing floor when it is time to thresh her; yet a little while and the time
of her harvest will come.”  (Jer 51:33)

“Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground,
for it is time to seek the Lord, till He comes and rains righteousness on you. You
have plowed wickedness; you have reaped iniquity. You have eaten the fruit of
lies, because you trusted in your own way, in the multitude of your mighty men.”
(Hos 10:12-13)

Now therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: “Consider your ways!  You have sown
much, and bring in little; you eat, but do not have enough; you drink, but you are
not filled with drink; you clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; and he who
earns wages, earns wages to put into a bag with holes.”  Thus says the Lord of
hosts: “Consider your ways!”  (Hag 1:5-7)
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The Righteous

Sow the Gospel + Reap fruits of righteousness + Plunder Hell = The Harvest of Souls

“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not wholly reap the corners of
your field, nor shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest. And you shall not
glean your vineyard, nor shall you gather every grape of your vineyard; you shall
leave them for the poor and the stranger: I AM the Lord your God. You shall not
steal, nor deal falsely, nor lie to one another. And you shall not swear by My
name falsely, nor shall you profane the name of your God: I AM the Lord.
You shall not cheat your neighbor, nor rob him. The wages of him who is hired
shall not remain with you all night until morning.

You shall not curse the deaf, nor put a stumbling block before the blind, but shall
fear your God: I AM the Lord. You shall do no injustice in judgment. You shall not
be partial to the poor, nor honor the person of the mighty. In righteousness you
shall judge your neighbor. You shall not go about as a talebearer among your
people; nor shall you take a stand against the life of your neighbor: I AM the
Lord. You shall not hate your brother in your heart. You shall surely rebuke your
neighbor, and not bear sin because of him. You shall not take vengeance, nor
bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your
neighbor as yourself: I AM the Lord. You shall keep My statutes. You shall not let
your livestock breed with another kind. You shall not sow your field with mixed
seed. Nor shall a garment of mixed linen and wool come upon you.”
(Lev 19:9-19)

“You shall keep My Sabbaths and reverence My sanctuary: I AM the Lord. Give no
regard to mediums and familiar spirits; do not seek after them, to be defiled by
them: I AM the Lord your God. You shall rise before the gray headed and honor
the presence of an old man, and fear your God: I AM the Lord. And if a stranger
dwells with you in your land, you shall not mistreat him. The stranger who dwells
among you shall be to you as one born among you, and you shall love him as
yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I AM the Lord your God.
You shall do no injustice in judgment, in measurement of length, weight or
volume. You shall have honest scales, honest weights, an honest ephah, and an
honest hin: I AM the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.
Therefore you shall observe all My statutes and all My judgments, and perform
them: I AM the Lord.”  (Lev 19:30-37)

“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not wholly reap the corners of
your field when you reap, nor shall you gather any gleaning from your harvest.
You shall leave them for the poor and for the stranger:  I AM the Lord your God.”
(Lev 23:22)

And the Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying, “Speak to the children of
Israel, and say to them: ‘When you come into the land which I give you, then the
land shall keep a sabbath to the Lord. Six years you shall sow your field, and six
years you shall prune your vineyard, and gather its fruit; but in the seventh year
there shall be a sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a sabbath to the Lord. You
shall neither sow your field nor prune your vineyard. What grows of its own
accord of your harvest you shall not reap, nor gather the grapes of your untended
vine, for it is a year of rest for the land. And the sabbath produce of the land shall
be food for you: for you, your male and female servants, your hired man, and the
stranger who dwells with you, for your livestock and the beasts that are in your
land – all its produce shall be for food.’
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‘And you shall count seven sabbaths of years for yourself, seven times seven
years; and the time of the seven sabbaths of years shall be to you forty-nine
years. Then you shall cause the trumpet of the Jubilee to sound on the tenth day
of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement you shall make the trumpet to
sound throughout all your land. And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and
proclaim liberty throughout all the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a Jubilee
for you; and each of you shall return to his possession, and each of you shall
return to his family. That fiftieth year shall be a Jubilee to you; in it you shall
neither sow nor reap what grows of its own accord, nor gather the grapes of your
untended vine. For it is the Jubilee; it shall be holy to you; you shall eat its
produce from the field.’

‘In this Year of Jubilee, each of you shall return to his possession. And if you sell
anything to your neighbor or buy from your neighbor’s hand, you shall not
oppress one another. According to the number of years after the Jubilee you shall
buy from your neighbor, and according to the number of years of crops he shall
sell to you. According to the multitude of years you shall increase its price, and
according to the fewer number of years you shall diminish its price; for he sells to
you according to the number of the years of the crops. Therefore you shall not
oppress one another, but you shall fear your God; for I AM the Lord your God.’

‘So you shall observe My statutes and keep My judgments, and perform them;
and you will dwell in the land in safety. Then the land will yield its fruit, and you
will eat your fill, and dwell there in safety. And if you say, “What shall we eat in
the seventh year, since we shall not sow nor gather in our produce?”  Then I will
command My blessing on you in the sixth year, and it will bring forth produce
enough for three years. And you shall sow in the eighth year, and eat old produce
until the ninth year; until its produce comes in, you shall eat of the old harvest.’ ”
(Lev 25:1-22)

“If you walk in My statutes and keep My commandments, and perform them, then
I will give you rain in its season, the land shall yield its produce, and the trees of
the field shall yield their fruit. Your threshing shall last till the time of vintage, and
the vintage shall last till the time of sowing; you shall eat your bread to the full,
and dwell in your land safely.”  (Lev 26:3-5)

“For I will look on you favorably and make you fruitful, multiply you and confirm
My covenant with you. You shall eat the old harvest, and clear out the old
because of the new. I will set My tabernacle among you, and My soul shall not
abhor you. I will walk among you and be your God, and you shall be My people.”
(Lev 26:9-12)

“You shall not sow your vineyard with different kinds of seed, lest the yield of the
seed which you have sown and the fruit of your vineyard be defiled. You shall not
plow with an ox and a donkey together. You shall not wear a garment of different
sorts, such as wool and linen mixed together. You shall make tassels on the four
corners of the clothing with which you cover yourself.”  (Deu 22:9-12)

You who love the Lord, hate evil!  He preserves the souls of His saints; He
delivers them out of the hand of the wicked. Light is sown for the righteous, and
gladness for the upright in heart. Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, and give
thanks at the rememberance of His holy name.  (Psa 97:10-12)
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He turns a wilderness into pools of water, and dry land into watersprings. There
He makes the hungry dwell, that they may establish a city for a dwelling place,
and sow fields and plant vineyards, that they may yield a fruitful harvest. He also
blesses them, and they multiply greatly; and He does not let their cattle
decrease.  (Psa 107:35-38)

Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy. He who continually goes forth weeping,
bearing seed for sowing, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him.  (Psa 126:5-6)

Blessed is every one who fears the Lord, who walks in His ways. When you eat
the labor of your hands, you shall be happy, and it shall be well with you. Your
wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the very heart of your house, your children like
olive plants all around your table. Behold, thus shall the man be blessed who
fears the Lord.  (Psa 128:1-4)

He who has a generous eye will be blessed, for he gives of his bread to the poor.
(Pro 22:9)

Cast your bread upon the waters, for you will find it after many days. Give a
serving to seven, and also to eight, for you do not know what evil will be on the
earth. If the clouds are full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth; and if
a tree falls to the south or the north, in the place where the tree falls, there it
shall lie. He who observes the wind will not sow, and he who regards the clouds
will not reap. As you do not know what is the way of the wind, or how the bones
grow in the womb of her who is with child, so you do not know the works of God
who makes everything. In the morning sow your seed, and in the evening do not
withhold your hand; for you do not know which will prosper, either this or that, or
whether both alike will be good.  (Ecc 11:1-6)

“Say to the righteous that it shall be well with them, for they shall eat the fruit of
their doings.”  (Isa 3:10)

You have multiplied the nation and increased its joy; they rejoice before You
according to the joy of harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.
(Isa 9:3)

Give ear and hear my voice, listen and hear my speech. Does the plowman keep
plowing all day to sow?  Does he keep turning his soil and breaking the clods?
When he has leveled its surface, does he not sow the black cummin and scatter
the cummin, plant the wheat in rows, the barley in the appointed place, and the
spelt in its place?  For He instructs him in right judgment, His God teaches him.
For the black cummin is not threshed with a threshing sledge, nor is a cartwheel
rolled over the cummin; but the black cummin is beaten out with a stick, and the
cummin with a rod. Bread flour must be ground; therefore he does not thresh it
forever, break it with his cartwheel, or crush it with his horsemen. This also
comes from the Lord of hosts, Who is wonderful in counsel and excellent in
guidance.  (Isa 28:23-29)

Then He will give the rain for your seed with which you sow the ground, and
bread of the increase of the earth; it will be fat and plentiful. In that day your
cattle will feed in large pastures. Likewise the oxen and the young donkeys that
work the ground will eat cured fodded, which has been winnowed with the shovel
and fan.  (Isa 30:23-24)
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The work of righteousness will be peace, and the effect of righteousness,
quietness and assurance forever. My people will dwell in a peaceful habitation, in
secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places, though hail comes down on the
forest, and the city is brought low in humiliation. Blessed are you who sow beside
all waters, who send out freely the feet of the ox and the donkey.  (Isa 32:17-20)

“For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, and do not return there,
but water the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the
sower and bread to the eater, so shall My word be that goes forth from My
mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it
shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.”  (Isa 55:10-11)

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has anointed Me to
preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are
bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of
our God; to comfort all who mourn, to console those who mourn in Zion, to give
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the
spirit of heaviness; that they may be called trees of righteousness, the planting of
the Lord, that He may be glorified.”  (Isa 61:1-3)

“For as the earth brings forth its bud, as the garden causes the things that are
sown in it to spring forth, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to
spring forth before all the nations.”  (Isa 61:11)

“I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, even to give every man according
to his ways, according to the fruit of his doings.”  (Jer 17:10)

“I will betroth you to Me forever; yes, I will betroth you to Me in righteousness
and justice, in lovingkindness and mercy; I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness,
and you shall know the Lord. It shall come to pass in that day that I will answer,”
says the Lord; “I will answer the heavens, and they shall answer the earth. The
earth shall answer with grain, with new wine, and with oil; they shall answer
Jezreel. Then I will sow her for Myself in the earth, and I will have mercy on her
who had not obtained mercy; then I will say to those who were not My people,
‘You are My people!’  And they shall say, ‘You are my God!’ ”  (Hos 2:19-23)

“On that day I will raise up the tabernacle of David, which has fallen down, and
repair its damages; I will raise up its ruins, and rebuild it as in the days of old;
that they may possess the remnant of Edom, and all the Gentiles who are called
by My name,”  says the Lord who does this thing. “Behold the days are coming,”
says the Lord, “when the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of
grapes him who sows seed; the mountains shall drip with sweet wine, and all the
hills shall flow with it. I will bring back the captives of My people Israel; they shall
build the waste cities and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and drink wine
from them; they shall also make gardens and eat fruit from them. I will plant
them in the land, and no longer shall they be pulled up from the land I have given
them,”  says the Lord your God.  (Amo 9:11-15)

“Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to
destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away,
one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. Whoever
therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so,
shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches
them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say to you, that
unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.”  (Mat 5:17-20)
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“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy
and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. The lamp of
the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of
light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore
the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness!  No one can serve
two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be
loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than
food and the body more than clothing?”

“Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns;
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?
Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?  So why do you worry
about clothing?  Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil
nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed
like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of
little faith?  Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’  or  ‘What shall
we drink?’  or  ‘What shall we wear?’  For after all these things the Gentiles seek.
For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to
you. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its
own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”  (Mat 6:19-34)

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every
disease among the people. But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with
compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having
no shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the
laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into
His harvest.”  (Mat 9:35-38)

On the same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the sea. And great
multitudes were gathered together to Him, so that He got into a boat and sat;
and the whole multitude stood on the shore. Then He spoke many things to them
in parables, saying: “Behold, a sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some
seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came and devoured them. Some fell on
stony places, where they did not have much earth; and they immediately sprang
up because they had no depth of earth. But when the sun was up they were
scorched, and because they had no root they withered away. And some fell
among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and choked them. But others fell on
good ground and yielded a crop: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”  (Mat 13:1-9)

“Therefore hear the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches
away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside.
But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no root in himself, but endures only
for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word,
immediately he stumbles.”
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“Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the
cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he
becomes unfruitful. But he who received seed on the good ground is he who
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”  (Mat 13:18-23)

Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
man who sowed good seed in his field; but while men slept, his enemy came and
sowed tares among the wheat and went his way. But when the grain had
sprouted and produced a crop, then the tares also appeared. So the servants of
the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field?
How then does it have tares?’  He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’
The servants said to him, ‘Do you want us then to go and gather them up?’
But he said, ‘No, lest while you gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat
with them. Let both grow together until the harvest, and at the time of harvest I
will say to the reapers, “First gather together the tares and bind them in bundles
to burn them, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’ ”  (Mat 13:24-30)

Then Jesus sent the multitude away and went into the house. And His disciples
came to Him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.”
He answered and said to them: “He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man.
The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares
are the sons of the wicked one. The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels. Therefore as the
tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age.
The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom
all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them into
the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then the
righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has
ears to hear, let him hear!”  (Mat 13:36-43)

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. But
of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father
only.”  (Mat 24:35-36)

“Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.”  (Mat 24:44)

“Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his
household, to give them food in due season?  Blessed is that servant whom his
master, when he comes, will find so doing. Assuredly, I say to you that he will
make him ruler over all his goods. But if that evil servant says in his heart,
‘My master is delaying his coming’, and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to
eat and drink with the drunkards, the master of that servant will come on a day
when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he is not aware of, and will cut
him in two and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. There shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  (Mat 24:45-51)

“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of
Man is coming.”  (Mat 25:13)

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his
own servants and delivered his goods to them. And to one he gave five talents,
to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and
immediately he went on a journey.”
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“Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made
another five talents. And likewise he who had received two gained two more also.
But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s
money. After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts
with them.”

“So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying,
‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents
besides them.’  His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you
were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into
the joy of your lord.’  He also who had received two talents came and said,
‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents
besides them.’  His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant;
you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.
Enter into the joy of your lord.’ ”

“Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be
a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have
not scattered seed. And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground.
Look, there you have what is yours.’  But his lord answered and said to him,
‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and
gather where I have not scattered seed. So you ought to have deposited my
money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own
with interest. Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten
talents. For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have
abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken
away. And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ”  (Mat 25:14-30)

“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then
He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him,
and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep
from the goats, and He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the
left.

Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:
for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink;
I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick
and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’  Then the righteous will
answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty
and give You drink? When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked
and clothe You? Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’
And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as
you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into
the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was hungry and
you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger
and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison
and you did not visit Me.’  Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did
we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did
not minister to You?’  Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you,
inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to
Me.’  And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life.”  (Mat 25:31-46)
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And He said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the
ground, and should sleep by night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout
and grow, he himself does not know how. For the earth yields crops by itself: first
the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the head. But when the grain
ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”
(Mar 4:26-29)

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. But
of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,
but only the Father. Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the
time is.”  (Mar 13:31-33)

Then He said to them, “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few;
therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.
Go your way; behold, I send you out as lambs among wolves.”  (Luk 10:2-3)

Then one from the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.”  But He said to him, “Man, who made Me a judge or an
arbitrator over you?” And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of
covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he
possesses.”

Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man
yielded plentifully. And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I
have no room to store my crops?’  So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my
barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. And I
will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take
your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.” ’  But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night
your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have
provided?’  So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”

Then He said to His disciples, “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your
life, what you will eat; nor about the body, what you will put on. Life is more than
food, and the body is more than clothing. Consider the ravens, for they neither
sow nor reap, which have neither storehouse nor barn; and God feeds them.
Of how much more value are you than the birds?  And which of you by worrying
can add one cubit to his stature?

If you then are not able to do the least, why are you anxious for the rest?
Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. If then God
so clothes the grass, which today is in the field and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, how much more will He clothe you, O you of little faith?

And do not seek what you should eat or what you should drink, nor have an
anxious mind. For all these things the nations of the world seek after, and your
Father knows that you need these things. But seek the kingdom of God, and all
these things shall be added to you. Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.

Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags which do not
grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches
nor moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
(Luk 12:13-34)
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“Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning; and you yourselves be like
men who wait for their master, when he will return from the wedding, that when
he comes and knocks they may open to him immediately. Blessed are those
servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching. Assuredly, I say
to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and
serve them. And if he should come in the second watch, or come in the third
watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants. But know this, that if the
master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have
watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. Therefore you also be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”
(Luk 12:35-40)

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. But
take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing,
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly.
For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth.
Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all
these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
(Luk 21:33-36)

The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. Our fathers
worshipped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place
where one ought to worship.”  Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is
coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the
Father. You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship,
for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking
such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in
spirit and truth.”  The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming”
(who is called the Christ).  “When He comes, He will tell us all things.”  Jesus said
to her, “I who speak to you AM He.”

And at this point His disciples came, and they marveled that He talked with a
woman; yet no one said, “What do You seek?” or, “Why are You talking with
her?”  The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into the city, and said to
the men, “Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be
the Christ?”  Then they went out of the city and came to Him.

In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.”  But He said to
them, “I have food to eat of which you do not know.”  Therefore the disciples said
to one another, “Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?”  Jesus said to them,
“My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. Do you not
say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the harvest’?  Behold, I say to
you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for
harvest! And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that
both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. For in this the saying
is true: ‘One sows and another reaps.’  I sent you to reap that for which you have
not labored; others have labored, and you have entered into their labors."

And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of
the woman who testified, “He told me all that I ever did.” So when the
Samaritans had come to Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and He stayed
there two days. And many more believed because of His own word. Then they
said to the woman, “Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we
ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior
of the world.”  (Joh 4:19-42)
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Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore
whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist
will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but
to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority?  Do what is good, and you
will have praise from the same. For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if
you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s
minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. Therefore you
must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience’ sake.
For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending
continually to this very thing.

Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom
customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.  Owe no one anything except
to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law.

For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,”
“You shall not steal,” “You shall not bear false witness,” “You shall not covet,”
and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this saying,
namely, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep;
for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The night is far spent,
the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put
on the armor of light. Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and
drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. But put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.
(Rom 13:1-14)

Do we have no right to eat and drink? Do we have no right to take along a
believing wife, as do also the other apostles, the brothers of the Lord, and
Cephas?  Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working?
Who ever goes to war at his own expense?  Who plants a vineyard and does not
eat of its fruit?  Or who tends a flock and does not drink of the milk of the flock?
Do I say these things as a mere man?  Or does not the law say the same also?
For it is written in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads
out the grain.” Is it oxen God is concerned about?  Or does He say it altogether
for our sakes?  For our sakes, no doubt, this is written, that he who plows should
plow in hope, and he who threshes in hope should be partaker of his hope.
If we have sown spiritual things for you, is it a great thing if we reap your
material things?  If others are partakers of this right over you, are we not even
more?  Nevertheless we have not used this right, but endure all things lest we
hinder the gospel of Christ.

Do you not know that those who minister the holy things eat of the things of the
temple, and those who serve at the altar partake of the offerings of the altar?
Even so the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should live
from the gospel. But I have used none of these things, nor have I written these
things that it should be done so to me; for it would be better for me to die than
that anyone should make my boasting void. For if I preach the gospel, I have
nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not
preach the gospel!
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For if I do this willingly, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have been
entrusted with stewardship. What is my reward then? That when I preach the
gospel, I may present the gospel of Christ without charge, that I may not abuse
my authority in the gospel.  (1Co 9:4-18)

Awake to righteousness, and do not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of
God. I speak this to your shame. But someone will say, “How are the dead raised
up?  And with what body do they come?”  Foolish one, what you sow is not made
alive unless it dies. And what you sow, you do not sow that body that shall be,
but mere grain – perhaps wheat or some other grain. But God gives it a body as
He pleases, and to each seed its own body. All flesh is not the same flesh, but
there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of animals, another of fish, and
another of birds. There are also celestial bodies and terrestrial bodies; but the
glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. There is
one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars;
for one star differs from another star in glory.

So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised
in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness,
it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There
is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. And so it is written, “The first man
Adam became a living being,” The last Adam (! Jesus) became a life-giving spirit.
However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual.
The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from
heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who are made of dust; and as
is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. And as we have borne
the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man.

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God;
nor does corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed – in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. (1Th 4:13-18) – For this corruptible must
put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this
corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in
victory. O Death, where is your sting?  O Hades, where is your victory?”
The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God,
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.  (1Co 15:34-58)

Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren to go to you ahead of
time, and prepare your generous gift beforehand, which you had previously
promised, that it may be ready as a matter of generosity and not as a grudging
obligation. But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he
purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful
giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always
having all sufficency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.
As it is written: “He has dispersed abroad, He had given to the poor; His
righteousness endures forever.” Now may He who supplies seed to the sower,
and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the
fruits of your righteousness, while you are enriched in everything for all liberality,
which causes thanksgiving through us to God.  (2Co 9:5-11)
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For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. For all the law is
fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one
another!  I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the
flesh. For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and
these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.  (Gal 5:13-18)

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. And those who
are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking one
another, envying one another.  (Gal 5:22-26)

But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have rejoicing in himself
alone, and not in another. For each one shall bear his own load. Let him who is
taught the word share in all good things with him who teaches. Do not be
deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.
For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to
the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. And let us not grow weary while
doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. Therefore, as
we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the
household of faith.  (Gal 6:4-10)

So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow
to wrath; for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.
Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But be doers of
the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of
the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror;
for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he
was. But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is
not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he
does. If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue
but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless. Pure and undefiled
religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their
trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.  (Jam 1:19-27)

Does a spring send forth fresh water and bitter from the same opening?  Can a fig
tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs?  Thus no spring yields
both salt water and fresh. Who is wise and understanding among you?  Let him
show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. But if
you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against
the truth. This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual,
demonic. For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing
are there. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without
hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make
peace.  (Jam 3:11-18)

Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you!
Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and
silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat
your flesh like fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days.
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Indeed the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by
fraud, cry out; and the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of
hosts. You have lived on the earth in pleasure and luxury; you have fattened your
hearts as in the day of slaughter. You have condemned, you have murdered the
just; he does not resist you. Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of
the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting
patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain. You also be patient.
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.  (Jam 5:1-8)

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world – the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life – is not of the Father but is of the world.
And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God
abides forever.  (1Jo 2:15-17)

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is
love.  (1Jo 4:7-8)

Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son
of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. And
another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on
the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to reap,
for the harvest of the earth is ripe.”  So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His
sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped.

Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a
sharp sickle. And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over
fire, and he cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying,
“Thrust in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth,
for her grapes are fully ripe.”

So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth,
and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. And the winepress was
trampled outside the city, and blood came out of the winepress, up to the horses’
bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs.  (Rev 14:14-20)

Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His
eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a
name written which no one knew except Himself. He was clothed with a robe
dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies in
heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses.

Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the
nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on His robe
and on His thigh a name written:   KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.
(Rev 19:11-16)
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