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Skin and Cloth

Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and
keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the
garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”  (Gen 2:15-17)

And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.
(Gen 2:25)

Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord
God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not
eat of every tree of the garden’? ”  And the woman said to the serpent,
“We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which
is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you
touch it, lest you die.’ ”  Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely
die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to
the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She
also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them
were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves
together and made themselves coverings. And they heard the sound of the Lord
God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.
Then the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?”

So he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was
naked; and I hid myself.”  And He said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not
eat?”  Then the man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave
me of the tree, and I ate.”  And the Lord God said to the woman “What is this you
have done?”  The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
(Gen 3:1-13)

So the Lord God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, you are
cursed more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on your belly
you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall
bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”  (Gen 3:14-15)

To the woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception;
in pain you shall bring forth children; your desire shall be for your husband, and
he shall rule over you.”  (Gen 3:16)

And Adam called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.
Also for Adam and his wife the Lord God made tunics of skin, and clothed them.
Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know
good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life,
and eat, and live forever” – therefore the Lord God sent him out of the garden of
Eden to till the ground from which he was taken. So He drove out the man; and
He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which
turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.  (Gen 3:20-24)
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Seed of the Serpent
Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary
to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. For those who are such do not
serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and
flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple. For your obedience has
become known to all. Therefore I am glad on your behalf; but I want you to be
wise in what is good, and simple concerning evil. And the God of peace will crush
Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Amen.  (Rom 16:17-20)

The Child and the Serpent
Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the
moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars. Then being with
child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth.

And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having
seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. His tail drew a third
of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before
the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was
born.                                                                                        [! Mat 2:13-23]

She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. [! Psa 2:7-9]

And her Child was caught up to God and His thone.            [! Joh 1:18, Joh 3:13]

Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God,
that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days.

And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and
the dragon and his angels fought, but they did not prevail, nor was a place found
for them in heaven any longer. So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of
old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the
earth, and his angels were cast out with him.  (Rev 12:1-9)

Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and
the kingdom of God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of
our brethren, who accused them before God day and night, has been cast down.
And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. Therefore rejoice,
O heavens, and you who dwell in them!  Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and
the sea!  For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he
knows that he has a short time.”

Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the
woman who gave birth to the male Child. But the woman was given two wings of
a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is
nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent.
So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that
he might cause her to be carried away by the flood. But the earth helped the
woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood which the
dragon had spewed out of his mouth.

And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the
rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ.  (Rev 12:10-17)
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Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless
pit and a great chain in his hand. He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old,
who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he cast him
into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should
deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these
things he must be released for a little while.  (Rev 20:1-3)

The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where
the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night
forever and ever.  (Rev 20:10)

These verses cleary show who the ‘deceiving serpent’  is, and what will become of
him and his kind. Notice that after Adam and Eve had sinned, the Lord covered
their nakedness with animal skins. Skins for skin, skins for sin?  With the
knowledge of evil came the coverings for nakedness and righteousness.

Eve was deceived and Job was attacked - by Satan
Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before
the Lord, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the Lord.
And the Lord said to Satan, “From where do you come?”  Satan answered the
Lord and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and
forth on it.”  Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job,
that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who
fears God and shuns evil? And still he holds fast to his integrity, although you
incited Me against him, to destroy him without cause.”

So Satan answered the Lord and said, “Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he
will give for his life. But stretch out Your hand now, and touch his bone and his
flesh, and he will surely curse You to Your face!”  And the Lord said to Satan,
“Behold, he is in your hand, but spare his life.”

So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, and struck Job with painful
boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. And he took for himself a
potsherd with which to scrape himself while he sat in the midst of the ashes. Then
his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse God and die!”
But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we
indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?”  In all this Job
did not sin with his lips.  (Job 2:1-10)

“My bone clings to my skin and to my flesh, and I have escaped by the skin of my
teeth.”  (Job 19:20)

“For I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last on the earth; and
after my skin is destroyed, this I know, that in my flesh I shall see God.”
(Job 19:25-26)

Moreover Job continued his discourse, and said: “As God lives, who has taken
away my justice, and the Almighty, who has made my soul bitter, as long as my
breath is in me, and the breath of God in my nostrils, my lips will not speak
wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit. Far be it from me that I should say you
are right; till I die I will not put away my integrity from me. My righteousness I
hold fast, and will not let it go; my heart shall not reproach me as long as I live.”
(Job 27:1-6)
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Was Job quoting Adam when he said?

“He has stripped me of my glory, and taken the crown from my head.”
(Job 19:9)

Adam and Eve lost far more, than just their innocence!

Now it was so, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of
the Testimony were in Moses’ hand when he came down from the mountain), that
Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone when he talked with Him.
So when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his
face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. Then Moses called to them,
and Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation returned to him; and Moses
talked with them.

Afterward all the children of Israel came near, and he gave them as
commandments all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. And when
Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face. But whenever
Moses went in before the Lord to speak with Him, he would take the veil off until
he came out; and he would come out and speak to the children of Israel whatever
he had been commanded. And whatever the children of Israel saw the face of
Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone, then Moses would put the veil on his
face again, until he went in to speak with Him.  (Exo 34:29-35)

Then He said, “Hear now my words: If there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord,
make Myself known to him in a vision; I speak to him in a dream. Not so with My
servant Moses; he is faithful in all My house. I speak with him face to face, even
plainly, and not in dark sayings; and he sees the form of the Lord. Why then were
you not afraid to speak against My servant Moses?”  (Num 12:6-8)

The tent of tabernacle was covered with skins.

“You shall also make a covering of ram skins dyed red for the tent, and a
covering of badger skins above that.”  (Exo 26:14 & 36:19 & 39:34)

“This is the service of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of meeting, relating to
the most holy things: When the camp prepares to journey, Aaron and his sons
shall come, and they shall take down the covering veil and cover the ark of the
Testimony with it. Then they shall put on it a covering of badger skins, and
spread over that a cloth entirely of blue; and they shall insert its poles. On the
table of showbread they shall spread a blue cloth, and put on it the dishes, the
pans, the bowls, and the pitchers for pouring; and the showbread shall be on it.
They shall spread over them a scarlet cloth, and cover the same with a covering
of badger skins; and they shall insert its poles. And they shall take a blue cloth
and cover the lampstand of the light, with it lamps, its wick-trimmers, its trays,
and all its oil vessels, with which they sevice it. Then they shall put it with all its
utensils in a covering of badger skins, and put it on a carrying beam. Over the
golden altar they shall spread a blue cloth, and cover it with a covering of badger
skins; and they shall insert its poles. Then they shall take all the utensils of
service with which they minister in the sanctuary, put them in a blue cloth, cover
them with a covering of badger skins, and put them on a carrying beam. Also
they shall take away the ashes from the altar, and spread a purple cloth over it.
They shall put on it all its implements with which they minister there – the
firepans, the forks, the shovels, the basins, and all the utensils of the altar – and
they shall spread on it a covering of badger skins, and insert its poles.
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And when Aaron and his sons have finished covering the sanctuary and all the
furnishings of the sanctuary, when the camp is set to go, then the sons of Kohath
shall come to carry them; but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die.
These are the things in the tabernacle of meeting which the sons of Kohath are to
carry. The appointed duty of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest is the oil for the
light, the sweet incense, the daily grain offering, the anointing oil, the oversight
of all the tabernacle, of all that is in it, with the sanctuary and its furnishings.”

Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying: “Do not cut off the tribe of the
families of the Kohathites from among the Levites; but do this in regard to them,
that they may live and not die when they approach the most holy things:
Aaron and his sons shall go in and appoint each of them to his service and his
task. But they shall not go in to watch while the holy things are being covered,
lest they die.”  (Num 4:4-20)

These verses indicate that the covering of the holy things, was to protect those
who were to carry them from one location to the next. Now all these verses I’ve
quoted, are to illustrate something I’ve noticed regarding the sons of Isaac, Esau
and Jacob. People generally believe Esau was cheated by Jacob, but it is Jacob
and not Esau, who was following the will of God. Note what Paul says:-

Therefore strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, and
make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but
rather be healed. Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no
one will see the Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God;
lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become
defiled; lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau, who for one
morsel of food sold his birthright. For you know that afterward, when he wanted
to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance,
though he sought it diligently with tears.  (Heb 12:12-17)

Now Isaac pleaded with the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the
Lord granted his plea, and Rebekah his wife conceived. But the children struggled
together within her; and she said, “If all is well, why am I like this?”  So she went
to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said to her: “Two nations are in your womb,
two peoples shall be separated from your body; one people shall be stronger than
the other, and the older shall serve the younger.”

So when her days were fulfilled for her to give birth, indeed there were twins in
her womb. And the first came out red. He was like a hairy garment all over; so
they called his name Esau. [! Hairy]  Afterward his brother came out, and his
hand took hold of Esau’s heel; so his name was called Jacob. [! Supplanter]
Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. So the boys grew. And Esau was a
skillful hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob was a mild man, dwelling in tents.
And Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.
(Gen 25:21-28)

The Lord had told Rebekah that Esau would serve Jacob, before they were born.
Esau was born with a hairy red covering, hint! hint!  Isaac loved the wild game
(wild flesh) of Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob because he was a mild man.

Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in from the field, and he was weary.
And Esau said to Jacob, “Please feed me with that same red stew, for I am
weary.”  Therefore his name was called Edom. [! Red]  But Jacob said, “Sell me
your birthright as of this day.”  And Esau said, “Look, I am about to die; so what
is this birthright to me?”
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Then Jacob said, “Swear to me as of this day.”  So he swore to him, and sold his
birthright to Jacob. And Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils; then he ate
and drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.
(Gen 25:29-34)

Now it came to pass, when Isaac was old and his eyes were so dim that he could
not see, that he called Esau his older son and said to him, “My son.”  And he
answered him, “Here I am.”  Then he said, “Behold now, I am old. I do not know
the day of my death. Now therefore, please take your weapons, your quiver and
your bow, and go out to the field and hunt game for me. And make me savoury
food, such as I love, and bring it to me that I may eat, that my soul may bless
you before I die.”

Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went to
the field to hunt game and to bring it. So Rebekah spoke to Jacob her son,
saying, “Indeed I heard your father speak to Esau your brother, saying, ‘Bring me
game and make savory food for me, that I may eat it and bless you in the
presence of the Lord before my death.’  Now therefore, my son, obey my voice
according to what I command you. Go now to the flock and bring me from there
two choice kids of the goats, and I will make savory food from them for your
father, such as he loves. Then you shall take it to your father, that he may eat it,
and that he may bless you before his death.”  And Jacob said to Rebekah his
mother, “Look, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth-skinned man.
Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall seem to be a deceiver to him; and I
shall bring a curse on myself and not a blessing.”  But his mother said to him,
“Let your curse be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, get them for
me.”

And he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and his mother made
savory food, such as his father loved. The Rebekah took the choice clothes of her
elder son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her
younger son. And she put the skins of the kids of the goats on his hands and on
the smooth part of his neck. Then she gave the savory food and the bread, which
she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.  (Gen 27:1-17)

Isaac desired the savory food of Esau, just as Esau had desired the lentil stew of
Jacob. The smoothness of Jacob’s skin without hair, would have been a dead
giveaway to Isaac. The hairy skins of the kids, covered Jacob’s nakedness, along
with the clothes of Esau; they provided ‘the covering’  which allowed the blessing
of Isaac to be given to Jacob. Rebekah’s plan of deception, was successful
because Jacob obediently followed her commands. The ‘covering of skin’ allowed
Jacob to receive, what Esau had despised. The blessing was in accordance with
what the Lord had told Rebekah. That the older son would serve the younger.

And Esau said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has supplanted me these
two times. He took away my birthright, and now look, he has taken away my
blessing!”  (Gen 27:36)

Esau sold his inheritance for ‘a pot of lentils’, many are deceived, doing the same!

For men were created exactly like the angels, to the intent that they should
continue pure and righteous; and death, which destroys everything, should not
have taken hold of them, but through this their knowledge they are perishing,
and through this power consumes them.  (Enoch 69:11)
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