The Lord is our Shield

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not
be afraid, Abram. I AM your shield, your exceedingly great reward.” (Gen 15:1)

“Happy are you, O Israel! Who is like you, a people saved by the Lord, the shield of
your help and the sword of your majesty! Your enemies shall submit to you, and you
shall tread down their high places.” (Deu 33:29)

“The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; the God of my strength, in
whom I will trust; my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my
refuge; my Saviour, You save me from violence. I will call upon the Lord, who is
worthy to be praised; so shall I be saved from my enemies. (2Sa 22:2-4)

“For You are my lamp, O Lord; the Lord shall enlighten my darkness. For by You
I can run against a troop; by my God I can leap over a wall. As for God, His way
is perfect; the Word of the Lord is proven; He is a shield to all who trust in Him.
For who is God, except the Lord? And who is a rock, except our God? God is
my strength and power, and He makes my way perfect. He makes my feet like the
feet of deer, and sets me on my high places. He teaches my hands to make war,
so that my arms can bend a bow of bronze. You have also given me the shield of
Your salvation; Your gentleness has made me great.” (2Sa 22:29-36 & Psa 18:28)

And when the servant of the man of God arose early and went out, there was
an army, surrounding the city with horses and chariots. And his servant said to him,
“Alas, my master! What shall we do?” So he answered, “Do not fear, for those who
are with us are more than those who are with them.” And Elisha prayed, and said,
“Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.” Then the Lord opened the eyes of the
young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots
of fire all around Elisha. (2Ki 6:15-17)

Therefore thus says the Lord concerning the king of Assyria: “He shall not come into
this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shield, nor build a siege
mound against it. By the way that he came, by the same shall he return; and
he shall not come into this city,” says the Lord “For I will defend this city, to save it
for My own sake and for My servant David’s sake.” (2Ki 19:32-34)

The sons of Rueben, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh had forty-four
thousand seven hundred and sixty valiant men, men able to bear shield and sword,
to shoot with the bow, and skillful in war, who went to war. They made war with the
Hagrites, Jetur, Naphish, and Nodab. And they were helped against them, and the
Hagrites were delivered into their hand, and all who were with them, for they cried
out to God in the battle. He heeded their prayer, because they put their trust in Him.
Then they took away their livestock - fifty thousand of their camels, two hundred
and fifty thousand of their sheep, and two thousand of their donkeys - also one
hundred thousand of their men; for many fell dead, because the war was God’s. And
they dwelt in their place until the captivity. (1Ch 5:18-22)

Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his God, for he removed the
altars of the foreign gods and the high places, and broke down the sacred pillars and
cut down the wooden images. He commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of their
fathers, and to observe the law and the commandment.




He also removed the high places and the incense altars from all the cities of Judah,
and the kingdom was quiet under him. And he built fortified cities in Judah, for the
land had rest; he had no war in those years, because the Lord had given him rest.
Therefore he said to Judah, “Let us build these cities and make walls around them,
and towers, gates, and bars, while the land is yet before us, because we have sought
the Lord our God; we have sought Him, and He has given us rest on every side.”
So they built and prospered.

And Asa had an army of three hundred thousand from Judah who carried shields and
spears, and from Benjamin two hundred and eighty thousand men who carried
shields and drew bows; all these were mighty men of valor. Then Zerah the
Ethiopian came out against them with an army of a million men and three hundred
chariots, and he came to Mareshah. So Asa went out against him, and they set the
troops in battle array in the Valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. And Asa cried out to
the Lord his God, and said, “Lord, it is nothing for You to help, whether with many or
with those who have no power; help us, O Lord our God, for we rest on You, and in
Your name we go against this multitude. O Lord, You are our God; do not let man
prevail against You!”

So the Lord struck the Ethiopians before Asa and Judah, and the Ethiopians fled. And
Asa and the people who were with him pursued them to Gerar. So the Ethiopians
were overthrown, and they could not recover, for they were broken before the Lord
and His army. And they carried away much spoil. Then they defeated all the cities
around Gerar, for the fear of the Lord came upon them; and they plundered all the
cities, for there was exceedingly much spoil in them. They also attacked the livestock
enclosures, and carried off sheep and camels in abundance, and returned to
Jerusalem. (2Ch 14:2-15)

Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of
Beniah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the
midst of the assembly. And he said, “Listen, all of Judah and you inhabitants of
Jerusalem, and you, King Jehoshaphat! Thus says the Lord to you: 'Do not be afraid
nor dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God’s.
Tomorrow go down against them. They will surely come up by the Ascent of Ziz, and
you will find them at the end of the brook before the Wilderness of Jeruel. You will
not need to fight in this battle. Position yourselves, stand still and see the salvation
of the Lord, who is with you, O Judah and Jerusalem!” Do not fear or be dismayed;
tomorrow go out against them, for the Lord is with you.”

So they rose early in the morning and went out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as
they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “"Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants
of Jerusalem: Believe in the Lord your God, and you shall be established; believe His
prophets, and you shall prosper.”

So when Judah came to a place overlooking the wilderness, they looked toward the
multitude; and there were their dead bodies, fallen on the earth. No one had
escaped. When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away their spoil, they
found among them an abundance of valuables on the dead bodies, and precious
jewelry, which they stripped off for themselves, more than they could carry away;
and they were three days gathering the spoil because there was so much.

(2Ch 20:14-17,20,24-25)




Uzziah was sixteen years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-two years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jecholiah of Jerusalem. And he did what was right
in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father Amaziah had done. He sought
God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in the visions of God; and as
long as he sought the Lord, God made him prosper. Now he went out and made war
against the Philistines, and broke down the wall of Gath, the wall of Jabneh, and the
wall of Ashdod; and he built cities around Ashdod and among the Philistines. God
helped him against the Philistines, against the Arabians who lived in Gur Baal, and
against the Meunites. Also the Ammonites brought tribute to Uzziah. His fame spread
as far as the entrance of Egypt, for he became exceedingly strong. (2Ch 26:3-8)

Thus Hezekiah did throughout all Judah and he did what was good and right and true
before the Lord his God. And in every work that he began in the service of the house
of God, in the law and in the commandment, to seek his God, he did it with all his
heart. So he prospered. (2Ch 31:20-21)

“But as for me, I would seek God, and to God I would commit my cause — who does
great things, and unsearchable, marvelous things without number. He gives rain on
the earth, and sends waters on the fields. He sets on high those who are lowly, and
those who mourn are lifted to safety. He frustrates the devices of the crafty, so that
their hands cannot carry out their plans. He catches the wise in their own craftiness,
and the counsel of the cunning comes quickly upon them. They meet with darkness
in the daytime, and grope at noontime as in the night. But He saves the needy from
the sword, from the mouth of the mighty, and from their hand. So the poor have
hope, and injustice shuts her mouth.”

“Behold, happy in the man whom God corrects; therefore do not despise the
chastening of the Almighty. For He bruises, but He binds up; He wounds, but
His hands make whole. He shall deliver you in six troubles, yes, in seven no evil shall
touch you. In famine He shall redeem you from death, and in war from the power of
the sword. You shall be hidden from the scourge of the tongue, and you shall not be
afraid of destruction when it comes. You shall laugh at destruction and famine, and
you shall not be afraid of the beasts of the earth. For you shall have a covenant with
the stones of the field, and the beasts of the field shall be at peace with you.
You shall know that your tent is in peace; you shall visit your dwelling and find
nothing amiss. You shall also know that your descendants shall be many, and
your offspring like the grass of the earth. You shall come to the grave at a full age,
as a sheaf of grain ripens in its season. Behold, this we have searched out; it is true.
Hear it, and know for yourself.” (Job 5:8-27)

Although you say you do not see Him, yet justice is before Him, and you must wait
for Him. (Job 35:14)

Now therefore, be wise, O kings; be instructed, you judges of the earth. Serve the
Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you
perish in the way, when His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who
put their trust in Him. (Psa 2:10-12)

Many are they who say of me, “There is no help for him in God.” Selah. But You,
O LORD, are a shield for me, my glory, and the One who lifts up my head. I cried to
the Lord with my voice, and He heard me from His holy hill. Selah. (Psa 3:2-3)

Salvation belongs to the Lord Your blessing is upon Your people. Selah. (Psa 3:8)



But let all those rejoice who put their trust in You; let them ever shout for joy,
because You defend them; let those also who love Your name be joyful in You.
For You, O Lord, will bless the righteous; with favour You will surround him as with a
shield. (Psa 5:11-12)

The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble. And
those who know Your name will put their trust in You; for You, Lord, have not
forsaken those who seek You. (Psa 9:9-10)

Show Your marvelous lovingkindness by Your right hand, O You who save those who
trust in You from those who rise up against them. (Psa 17:7)

The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; my God, my strength,
in whom 1 will trust; my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised; so shall I be saved from my
enemies. (Psa 18:2-3)

As for God, His way is perfect; the word of the LORD is proven; He is a shield to all
who trust in Him. (Psa 18:30 & 2Sa 22:31)

You have also given me the shield of Your salvation; Your right hand has held me up,
Your gentleness has made me great. (Psa 18:35 & 2Sa 22:36)

Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; but we will remember the name of the
Lord our God. They have bowed down and fallen; but we have risen and stand
upright. (Psa 20:7-8)

For the king trusts in the Lord, and through the mercy of the Most High he shall not
be moved. (Psa 21:7)

Our fathers trusted in You; they trusted, and You delivered them. They cried to You,
and were delivered; they trusted in You, and were not ashamed. (Psa 22:4-5)

The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in Him, and I am helped;
therefore my heart greatly rejoices, and with my song | will praise Him. The Lord is
their strength, and He is the saving refuge of His anointed. Save Your people, and
bless Your inheritance; shepherd them also, and bear them up forever. (Psa 28:7-9)

Oh, how great is Your goodness, which You have laid up for those who fear You,
which You have prepared for those who trust in You in the presence of the sons
of men! You shall hide them in the secret place of Your presence from the plots
of man; You shall keep them secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongues.

(Psa 31:19-20)

Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him, on those who hope in
His mercy, to deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine.
Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help and our shield. For our heart shall rejoice
in Him, because we have trusted in His holy name. Let Your mercy, O Lord,
be upon us, just as we hope in You. (Psa 33:18-22)

The angel of the Lord encamps all around those who fear Him, and delivers them.
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man who trusts in Him! Oh,
fear the Lord, you His saints! There is no want to those who fear Him. (Psa 34:7-9)




The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their cry.
The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears, and delivers them out of all their troubles.
The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a
contrite spirit. (Psa 34:15,17-18)

The Lord redeems the soul of His servants, and none of those who trust in Him shall
be condemned. (Psa 34:22)

How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God! Therefore the children of men
put their trust under the shadow of Your wings. They are abundantly satisfied with
the fullness of Your house, and You give them drink from the river of Your pleasures.
For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light we see light. (Psa 36:7-9)

Trust in the Lord, and do good; dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.
Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.
Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.
He shall bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your justice as the noonday.
(Psa 37:3-6)

But the salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; He is their strength in the time of
trouble. And the Lord shall help them and deliver them; He shall deliver them from
the wicked, and save them, because they trust in Him. (Psa 37:39-40)

Blessed is that man who makes the Lord his trust, and does not respect the proud,
nor such as turn aside to lies. (Psa 40:4)

At evening they return, they growl like a dog, and go all around the city. Indeed,
they belch with their mouth; swords are in their lips; for they say, “Who hears?”
But You, O Lord, shall laugh at them; You shall have all the nations in derision. I will
wait for You, O You his Strength; for God is my defense. My God of mercy shall come
to meet me; God shall let me see my desire on my enemies. Do not slay them,
lest my people forget; scatter them by Your power, and bring them down, O Lord
our shield. (Psa 59:6-11)

Trust in Him at all times, you people; pour out your heart before Him; God is
a refuge for us. Selah. (Psa 62:8)

The righteous shall be glad in the Lord, and trust in Him. And all the upright in heart
shall glory. (Psa 64:10)

But it is good for me to draw near to God; I have put my trust in the Lord God, that I
may declare all Your works. (Psa 73:28)

O God, behold our shield, and look upon the face of Your anointed. For a day in Your
courts is better than a thousand. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my
God than dwell in the tents of wickedness. For the Lord God is a sun and shield;
the Lord will give grace and glory; no good thing will He withhold from those who
walk uprightly. O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man who trusts in You! (Psa 84:9-12)

He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow
of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress; My God,
in Him I will trust.”




Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the perilous
pestilence. He shall cover you with His feathers, and under His wings you shall take
refuge; His truth shall be your shield and buckler. You shall not be afraid of the
terror by night, nor of the arrow that flies by day, nor of the pestilence that walks in
darkness, nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday. A thousand may fall at
your side, and ten thousand at your right hand; but it shall not come near you. Only
with your eyes shall you look and see the reward of the wicked. (Psa 91:1-8)

O Israel, trust in the Lord; He is their help and their shield. O house of Aaron,
trust in the Lord; He is their help and their shield. You who fear the Lord,
trust in the Lord; He is their help and their shield. (Psa 115:9-11)

It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man. It is better to trust in
the Lord than to put confidence in princes. (Psa 118:8-9)

You are my hiding place and my shield; I hope in Your word. (Psa 119:114)

Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides
forever. As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds His people
from this time forth and forever. (Psa 125:1-2)

Blessed be the Lord my Rock, who trains my hands for war, and my fingers for battle
- My lovingkindness and my fortress, my high tower and my deliverer, my shield,
and the One in whom I take refuge, who subdues my people under me.

(Psa 144:1-2)

When a man’s ways please the Lord, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with
him. (Pro 16:7)

He who heeds the word wisely will find good, and whoever trusts in the Lord, happy
is he. (Pro 16:20)

Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him.
(Pro 30:5)

“Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; ‘For Yah, the Lord, is my
strength and song; He also has become my salvation.” ” Therefore with joy you will
draw water from the wells of salvation. (Isa 12:2-3)

For You have been a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress,
a refuge from the storm, a shade from the heat; for the blast of the terrible ones is
as a storm against the wall. You will reduce the noise of aliens, as heat in a dry
place; as heat in the shadow of a cloud, the song of the terrible ones will be
diminished. (Isa 25:4-5)

You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts
in You. Trust in the Lord forever, for in Yah, the Lord, is everlasting strength.
(Isa 26:3-4)

Who among you fears the Lord? Who obeys the voice of His Servant? Who walks in
darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the name of the Lord and rely upon his
God. (Isa 50:10)




My righteousness is near, My salvation has gone forth, and My arms will judge the
peoples; the coastlands will wait upon Me, and on My arm they will trust. (Isa 51:5)

“If you return, then I will bring you back; you shall stand before Me; if you take out
the precious from the vile, you shall be as My mouth. Let them return to you, but
you must return to them. And I will make you to this people a fortified bronze wall;
and they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail against you; for I AM with
you to save you and deliver you,” says the Lord. I will deliver you from the hand of
the wicked, and I will redeem you from the grip of the terrible.” (Jer 15:19-21)

Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose hope is the Lord. (Jer 17:7)

Meanwhile the word of the Lord had come to Jeremiah while he was shut up in the
court of the prison, saying, “"Go and speak to Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian, saying,
‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, I will bring My words upon
this city for adversity and not for good, and they shall be performed in that day
before you. But I will deliver you in that day,” says the Lord, “and you shall not be
given into the hand of the men of whom you are afraid. For I will surely deliver you,
and you shall not fall by the sword; but your life shall be as a prize to you, because
you have put your trust in Me,” says the Lord.”” (Jer 39:15-18)

“Leave your fatherless children, I will preserve them alive; and let your widows
trust in Me.” (Jer 49:11)

Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego, who sent His Angel and delivered His servants who trusted in Him, and
they have frustrated the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they should
not serve nor worship any god except their own God! Therefore I make a decree
that any people, nation, or language which speaks anything amiss against the God
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall
be made an ash heap; because there is no other God who can deliver like this.”

(Dan 3:28-29)

Then King Darius wrote: “To all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all
the earth: Peace be multiplied to you. I make a decree that in every dominion
of my kingdom men must tremble and fear before the God of Daniel. For He is
the living God, and steadfast forever; His kingdom is the one which shall not be
destroyed, and His dominion shall endure to the end. He delivers and rescues,
and He works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, who has delivered Daniel
from the power of the lions.” (Dan 6:25-27)

The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and He knows those who trust
in Him. But with an overflowing flood He will make an utter end of its place, and
darkness will pursue His enemies. (Nah 1:7-8)

"I will leave in your midst a meek and humble people, and they shall trust in the
name of the Lord. The remnant of Israel shall do no unrighteousness and speak
no lies, nor shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth; for they shall feed
their flocks and lie down, and no one shall make them afraid.” (Zep 3:12-13)

“Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls, because of the multitude of
men and livestock in it. For I,” says the Lord, “will be a wall of fire all around her,
and I will be the glory in her midst.” (Zec 2:4-5)




Seek Ye first - the kingdom of God

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said,
“Ask! What shall I give you?” And Solomon said: “You have shown great mercy to
Your servant David my father, because he walked before You in truth,
in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with You; You have continued
this great kindness for him, and You have given him a son to sit on his throne,
as it is this day. Now, O Lord my God, You have made Your servant king instead
of my father David, but I am a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.
And Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a great
people, too numerous to be numbered or counted. Therefore give to Your servant an
understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil.
For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?”

The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. Then God said to
him: “Because you have asked this thing, and have not asked long life for yourself,
nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your enemies, but have
asked for yourself understanding to discern justice, behold, I have done according to
your words; see, I have given you a wise and understanding heart, so that there has
not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you. And 1
have also given you what you have not asked: both riches and honor, so that there
shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your days. So if you walk in My
ways, to keep My statutes and My commandments, as your father David walked,
then I will lengthen your days.” (1Ki 3:5-14)

There is one who makes himself rich, yet has nothing; and one who makes himself
poor, yet has great riches. (Pro 13:7)

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. The lamp of the body
is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light.
But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light
that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness!”

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other,
or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and mammon. Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat
or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life
more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air,
for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?”

“Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?

So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow:
they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which
today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you,
O you of little faith? Therefore, do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’
or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things
the Gentiles seek.”



“For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own
things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” (Mat 6:19-34)

“Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen, My Beloved in whom My soul is well
pleased! I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He will declare justice to the Gentiles.
He will not quarrel nor cry out, nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets.
A bruised reed He will not break, and smoking flax He will not quench, till He
sends forth justice to victory; and in His hame Gentiles will trust.”

(Mat 12:18-21 & Isa 42:1-4)

Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision {Jews} for the
truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers, and that the Gentiles
might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written: "For this reason I will confess to You
among the Gentiles, and sing to Your name.” and again he says: "Rejoice,
O Gentiles, with His people!” and again: "“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles!
Laud Him, all you peoples!” And again, Isaiah says: "There shall be a root of Jesse;
and He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, in Him the Gentiles shall hope.”
(Rom 15:8-12 & 2Sa 22:50 & Psa 18:49 & Deu 32:43 & Psa 117 & Isa 11:10)

For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble which came to us in
Asia: that we were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired
even of life. Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust
in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead, who delivered us from so great
a death, and does deliver us; in whom we trust that He will still deliver us, you also
helping together in prayer for us, that thanks may be given by many persons on our
behalf for the gift granted to us through many. (2Co 1:8-11)

You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men; clearly you are
an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink but by the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart.
And we have such trust through Christ toward God. Not that we are sufficient of
ourselves to think anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God,
who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of
the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. (2Co 3:2-6)

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to
the riches of His grace which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and
prudence, having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good
pleasure which He purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation of the fullness of the
times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven
and which are on earth - in Him.

In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the
purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, that we who
first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. In Him you also trusted,
after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of
our_inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of
His glory. (Eph 1:7-14)




He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor;
therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him; and His own righteousness,
it sustained Him. For He put on righteousness as a breastplate, and a helmet
of salvation on His head; He put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was
clad with zeal as a cloak. (Isa 59:16-17)

I looked, but there was no one to help, and I wondered that there was no one
to uphold; therefore My own arm brought salvation for Me; and My own fury,
it sustained Me. (Isa 63:5)

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For
we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in
the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore,
having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,
and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all,
taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of
the wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God; praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints -
and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to
make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains;
that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. (Eph 6:10-20)

For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having
promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come. This is a faithful saying
and worthy of all acceptance. For to this end we both labour and suffer reproach,
because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, especially of those
who believe. (1Ti 4:8-10)

Now she who is really a widow, and left alone, trusts in God and continues in
supplications and prayers night and day. But she who lives in pleasure is dead while
she lives. (1Ti 5:5-6 & Luk 2:36-38)

“I will put my trust in Him.” (Heb 2:13 & 2Sa 22:3 & Isa 8:17)

Then there are those who ignore God; filled with pride and self importance, blindly
trusting in idols, false gods, mighty men, large numbers, their status, worldly
knowledge, wealth, works, oppression and strength. Will their shield save them?

For the Lord will judge His people and have compassion on His servants, when
He sees that their power is gone, and there is no one remaining, bond or free.
He will say: "Where are their gods, the rock in which they sought refuge? Who ate
the fat of their sacrifices, and drank the wine of their drink offering? Let them rise
and help you, and be your refuge. Now see that I, even I, am He, and there is no
God besides Me; I kill and T make alive; I wound and I heal; nor is there any who
can deliver from My hand.” (Deu 32:36-39)
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Then said David to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and
with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the
armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the Lord will deliver you into my
hand, and I will strike you and take your head from you. And this day I will give the
carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of
the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. Then all this
assembly shall know that the Lord does not save with sword and spear; for the battle
is the Lord’s, and He will give you into our hands.”

So it was, when the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, that
David hurried and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. Then David put his
hand in his bag and took out a stone; and he slung it and struck the Philistine
in his forehead, so that the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face
to the earth. So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone,
and struck the Philistine and killed him. But there was no sword in the hand of David.
(1Sa 17:45-50)

The weight of gold that came to Solomon yearly was six hundred and sixty-six
talents of gold, besides that from the traveling merchants, from the income
of traders, from all the kings of Arabia, and from the governors of the country. And
King Solomon made two hundred large shields of hammered gold; six hundred
shekels of gold went into each shield. He also made three hundred shields of
hammered gold; three minas of gold went into each shield. The king put them in the
House of the Forest of Lebanon. Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and
overlaid it with pure gold. The throne had six steps, and the top of the throne was
round at the back; there were armrests on either side of the place of the seat, and
two lions stood beside the armrests. Twelve lions stood there, one on each side
of the six steps; nothing like this had been made for any other kingdom.
All King Solomon’s drinking vessels were gold, and all the vessels of the House
of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. Not one was silver, for this was accounted
as nothing in the days of Solomon. (1Ki 10:14-21 & 2Ch 9:13-20)

The king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and he made cedar trees as
abundant as the sycamores which are in the lowland. (1Ki 10:27 & 2Ch 9:27)

Now it came to pass, when Rehoboam had established the kingdom and had
strengthened himself, that he forsook the law of the Lord, and all Israel along with
him. (2Ch 12:1 & 1Ki 14:22-24)

It happened in the fifth year of King Rehoboam that Shishak king of Egypt came up
against Jerusalem. And he took away the treasures of the king’s house; he took
away everything. He also took away all the gold shields which Solomon had made.
Then King Rehoboam made bronze shields in their place, and committed them to the
hands of the captains of the guard, who guarded the doorway of the king’s house.
And whenever the king entered the house of the Lord, the guards carried them, then
brought them back into the guardroom. (1Ki 14:25-28 & 2Ch 12:9-11)

And it came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah
the prophet came near and said, “Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be
known this day that You are God in Israel and I am Your servant, and that I have
done all these things at Your word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may
know that You are the Lord God, and that You have turned their hearts back to You

again.”
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Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the
stones and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the trench. Now when all
the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “"The Lord, He is God!
The Lord, He is God!” And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baall Do not
let one of them escape!” So they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the
Brook Kishon and executed them there. (1Ki 18:36-40)

“Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the Lord? Therefore the wrath
of the Lord is upon you.” (2Ch 19:2)

“Because you have allied yourself with {wicked} Ahaziah, the Lord has destroyed
your works.” (2Ch 20:37)

Now after the death of Jehoiada the leaders of Judah came and bowed down to the
king. And the king listened to them. Therefore they left the house of the Lord God of
their fathers, and served wooden images and idols; and wrath came upon Judah and
Jerusalem because of their trespass. Yet He sent prophets to them, to bring them
back to the Lord; and they testified against them, but they would not listen. Then
the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, who stood
above the people, and said to them, “Thus says God: ‘Why do you transgress the
commandments of the Lord, so that you cannot prosper? Because you have
forsaken the Lord, He also has forsaken you.” ” So they conspired against him,
and at the command of the king they stoned him with stones in the court of
the house of the Lord. Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness which
Jehoiada his father had done to him, but killed his son; and as he died, he said,
“The Lord look on it, and repay!”

So it happened in the spring of the year that the army of Syria came up against him;
and they came to Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed all the leaders of the people
from among the people, and sent all their spoil to the king of Damascus. For the
army of the Syrians came with a small company of men; but the Lord delivered a
very great army into their hand, because they had forsaken the Lord God of their
fathers. So they executed judgment against Joash. (2Ch 24:17-24)

So his fame spread far and wide, for he was marvelously helped till he became
strong. But when he was strong his heart was lifted up, to his destruction, for he
transgressed against the Lord his God by entering the temple of the Lord to burn
incense on the altar of incense. So Azariah the priest went in after him, and with him
were eighty priests of the Lord - valiant men. And they withstood King Uzziah, and
said to him, “It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the Lord, but for the priests,
the sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to burn incense. Get out of the sanctuary,
for you have trespassed! You shall have no honor from the Lord God.”

Then Uzziah became furious; and he had a censer in his hand to burn incense. And
while he was angry with the priests, leprosy broke out on his forehead, before the
priests in the house of the Lord, beside the incense altar. And Azariah the chief priest
and all the priests looked at him, and there, on his forehead, he was leprous; so they
thrust him out of that place. Indeed he also hurried to get out, because the Lord had
struck him. King Uzziah was a leper until the day of his death. He dwelt in an
isolated house, because he was a leper; for he was cut off from the house of the
Lord. Then Jotham his son was over the king’s house, judging the people of the land.
(2Ch 26:15-21 & 2Ki 15:5)
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For the Lord brought Judah low because of Ahaz king of Israel, for he had
encouraged moral decline in Judah and had been continually unfaithful to the Lord.
(2Ch 28:19)

“For our fathers have trespassed and done evil in the eyes of the Lord our God; they
have forsaken Him, have turned their faces away from the dwelling place of the Lord,
and turned their backs on Him. They have also shut up the doors of the vestibule,
put out the lamps, and have not burned incense or offered burnt offerings in the holy
place to the God of Israel. Therefore the wrath of the Lord fell upon Judah and
Jerusalem, and He has given them up to trouble, to desolation, and to jeering, as
you see with your eyes. For indeed, because of this our fathers have fallen by the
sword; and our sons, our daughters, and our wives are in captivity.” (2Ch 29:6-9)

“Children of Israel, return to the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel; then He
will return to the remnant of you who have escaped from the hand of the kings
of Assyria. And do not be like your fathers and your brethren, who trespassed
against the Lord God of their fathers, so that He gave them up to desolation, as you
see. Now do not be stiff-necked, as your fathers were, but yield yourselves to the
Lord; and enter His sanctuary, which He has sanctified forever, and serve the Lord
your God, that the fierceness of His wrath may turn away from you. For if you return
to the Lord, your brethren and your children will be treated with compassion
by those who lead them captive, so that they may come back to this land; for the
Lord your God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn His face from you if you
return to Him.” (2Ch 30:6-9)

So Manasseh seduced Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do more evil than
the nations whom the Lord had destroyed before the children of Israel. And the Lord
spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they would not listen. Therefore the Lord
brought upon them the captains of the army of the king of Assyria, who took
Manasseh with hooks, bound him with bronze fetters, and carried him off to Babylon.
Now when he was in affliction, he implored the Lord his God, and humbled himself
greatly before the God of his fathers, and prayed to Him; and He received his
entreaty, heard his supplication, and brought him back to Jerusalem into his
kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the Lord was God. (2Ch 33:9-13)

Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven
years in Jerusalem. He did evil in the sight of the Lord his God, and did not humble
himself before Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke from the mouth of the Lord. And he
also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear an oath by
God; but he stiffened his neck and hardened his heart against turning to the Lord
God of Israel. Moreover all the leaders of the priests and the people transgressed
more and more, according to all the abominations of the nations, and defiled the
house of the Lord which He had consecrated in Jerusalem. And the Lord God of their
fathers sent warnings to them by His messengers, rising up early and sending them,
because He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place. But they
mocked the messengers of God, despised His words, and scoffed at His prophets,
until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people, till there was no remedy.
Therefore He brought against them the king of the Chaldeans, who killed their young
men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion on
young man or virgin, on the aged or the weak; He gave them all into his hand.
And all the articles from the house of God, great and small, the treasures of the
house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king and of his leaders, all these he took
to Babylon. (2Ch 36:11-18)
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“For we were slaves. Yet our God did not forsake us in our bondage; but He
extended mercy to us in the sight of the kings of Persia, to revive us, to repair the
house of our God, to rebuild its ruins, and to give us a wall in Judah and Jerusalem.
And now, O our God, what shall we say after this? For we have forsaken Your
commandments, which You commanded by Your servants the prophets, saying,
‘The land which you are entering to possess is an unclean land, with the uncleanness
of the peoples of the lands, with their abominations which have filled it from one end
to another with their impurity. Now therefore, do not give your daughters as wives
for their sons, nor take their daughters to your sons; and never seek their peace or
prosperity, that you may be strong and eat the good of the land, and leave it as an
inheritance to your children forever.””

“And after all that has come upon us for our evil deeds and for our great guilt, since
You our God have punished us less than our iniquities deserve, and have given us
such deliverance as this, should we again break Your commandments, and join in
marriage with the people committing these abominations? Would You not be angry
with us until You had consumed us, so that there would be no remnant or survivor?
O Lord God of Israel, You are righteous, for we are left as a remnant, as it is this
day. Here we are before You, in our guilt, though no one can stand before You
because of this!” (Ezr 9:9-15)

“Remember now, who ever perished being innocent? Or where were the upright
ever cut off? Even as I have seen, those who plow iniquity and sow trouble reap the
same. By the blast of God they perish, and by the breath of His anger they are
consumed.” (Job 4:7-9)

“Can a mortal be more righteous than God? Can a man be more pure than his
Maker? If He puts no trust in His servants, if He charges His angels with error,
how much more those who dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust,
who are crushed before a moth? They are broken in pieces from morning till
evening; they perish forever, with no one regarding. Does not their own excellence
go away? They die, even without wisdom.” (Job 4:17-21)

“Can the papyrus grow up without a marsh? Can the reeds flourish without water?
While it is yet green and not cut down, it withers before any other plant. So are the
paths of all who forget God; and the hope of the hypocrite shall perish, whose
confidence shall be cut off, and whose trust is a spider’s web. He leans on his house,
but it does not stand. He holds it fast, but it does not endure. He grows green in the
sun, and his branches spread out in his garden. His roots wrap around the rock heap,
and look for a place in the stones. If he is destroyed from his place, then it will deny
him, saying, ‘I have not seen you.’ Behold, this is the joy of His way, and out of the
earth others will grow. Behold, God will not cast away the blameless, nor will He
uphold the evildoers. He will yet fill your mouth with laughing, and your lips with
rejoicing. Those who hate you will be clothed with shame, and the dwelling place of
the wicked will come to nothing.” (Job 8:11-22)

“Should a wise man answer with empty knowledge, and fill himself with the east
wind? Should he reason with unprofitable talk, or by speeches with which he can do
no good? Yes, you cast off fear, and restrain prayer before God. For your iniquity
teaches your mouth, and you choose the tongue of the crafty. Your own mouth
condemns you, and not I; yes, your own lips testify against you.” (Job 15:2-6)
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“The wicked man writhes with pain all his days, and the number of years is hidden
from the oppressor. Dreadful sounds are in his ears; in prosperity the destroyer
comes upon him. He does not believe that he will return from darkness, for a sword
is waiting for him. He wanders about for bread, saying, ‘Where is it?” He knows that
a day of darkness is ready at his hand. Trouble and anguish make him afraid; they
overpower him, like a king ready for battle. For he stretches out his hand against
God, and acts defiantly against the Almighty, running stubbornly against Him with
his strong, embossed shield.”

“Though he has covered his face with his fatness, and made his waist heavy with fat,
he dwells in desolate cities, in houses which no one inhabits, which are destined to
become ruins. He will not be rich, nor will his wealth continue, nor will his
possessions overspread the earth. He will not depart from darkness; the flame will
dry out his branches, and by the breath of His mouth he will go away. Let him not
trust in futile things, deceiving himself, for futility will be his reward.”

“It will be accomplished before his time, and his branch will not be green. He will
shake off his unripe grape like a vine, and cast off his blossom like an olive tree.
For the company of hypocrites will be barren, and fire will consume the tents of
bribery. They conceive trouble and bring forth futility; their womb prepares deceit.”
(Job 15:20-35)

“There they cry out, but He does not answer, because of the pride of evil men.
Surely God will not listen to empty talk, nor will the Almighty regard it.”
(Job 35:12-13)

“Behold God is mighty, but despises no one; He is mighty in strength of
understanding. He does not preserve the life of the wicked, but gives justice to the
oppressed.” (Job 36:5-6)

“If they obey and serve Him, they shall spend their days in prosperity, and their
years in pleasures. But if they do not obey, they shall perish by the sword, and they
shall die without knowledge. But the hypocrites in heart store up wrath; they do not
cry for help when He binds them. They die in youth, and their life ends among the
perverted persons.” (Job 36:11-14)

“Indeed He would have brought you out of dire distress, into a broad place where
there is no restraint; and what is set on your table would be full of richness. But you
are filled with the judgment due the wicked; judgment and justice take hold of you.
Because there is wrath, beware lest He take you away with one blow; for a large
ransom would not help you avoid it. Will your riches or all the mighty forces, keep
you from distress?” (Job 36:16-19)

How long, O you sons of men, will you turn My glory to shame? How long will you
love worthlessness and seek falsehood? Selah. But know that the Lord has set
apart for Himself him who is godly; the Lord will hear when I call to Him. Be angry,
and do not sin. Meditate within your heart on your bed, and be still. Selah.
Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your trust in the LORD (Psa 4:2-5)

For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness, nor shall evil dwell
with You. The boastful shall not stand in Your sight; you hate all workers of iniguity.
You shall destroy those who speak falsehood; the Lord abhors the bloodthirsty and
deceitful man. (Psa 5:4-6)
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For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; their inward part is destruction; their
throat is an open tomb; they flatter with their tongue. Pronounce them guilty,
O God! Let them fall by their own counsels; cast them out in the multitude of
their transgressions, for they have rebelled against You. (Psa 5:9-10)

The nations have sunk down in the pit which they made; in the net which they hid,
their own foot is caught. The Lord is known by the judgment He executes;
the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. Meditation. Selah. The wicked
shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God. (Psa 9:15-17)

Many sorrows shall be to the wicked; but he who trusts in the Lord, mercy shall
surround him. (Psa 32:10)

Those who trust in their wealth and boast in the multitude of their riches, none of
them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him -
for the redemption of their souls is costly, and it shall cease forever — that he should
continue to live eternally, and not see the Pit. (Psa 49:6-9)

Why do you boast in evil, O mighty man? The goodness of God endures continually.
Your tongue devises destruction, like a sharp razor, working deceitfully. You love evil
more than good, lying rather than speaking righteousness. Selah. You love all
devouring words, you deceitful tongue. God shall likewise destroy you forever;
He shall take you away, and pluck you out of your dwelling place, and uproot you
from the land of the living. Selah. The righteous also shall see and fear, and shall
laugh at him, saying, “Here is the man who did not make God his strength, but
trusted in the abundance of his riches, and strengthened himself in his wickedness.”
(Psa 52:1-7)

But You, O God, shall bring them down to the pit of destruction; bloodthirsty and
deceitful men shall not live out half their days; but I will trust in You. (Psa 55:23)

Do not trust in oppression, nor vainly hope in robbery; if riches increase, do not set
your heart upon them. (Psa 62:10)

For indeed, those who are far from You shall perish; You have destroyed all those
who desert You for harlotry. But it is good for me to draw near to God; I have put
my trust in the Lord God, that I may declare all Your works. (Psa 73:27-28)

Marvelous things He did in the sight of their fathers, in the land of Egypt, in the field
of Zoan... But they sinned even more against Him by rebelling against the Most High
in the wilderness. And they tested God in their heart by asking for the food of their
fancy... Therefore the Lord heard this and was furious; so a fire was kindled against
Jacob, and anger also came up against Israel, because they did not believe in God,
and did not trust in His salvation. (Psa 78:12,17-18,21-22)

Do not put your trust in princes, nor in a son of man, in whom there is no help.
His spirit departs, he returns to his earth; in that very day his plans perish.
(Psa 146:3-4)

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. Do not be wise in your
own eyes; fear the Lord and depart from evil. It will be health to your flesh, and
strength to your bones. (Pro 3:5-8)
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He who trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will flourish like foliage.
(Pro 11:28)

The preparations of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the tongue is from
the Lord. All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, but the Lord weighs the
spirits. Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.
The Lord has made all for Himself, yes, even the wicked for the day of doom.
Everyone proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord; though they join forces, none
will go unpunished.

In mercy and truth atonement is provided for iniquity; and by the fear of the Lord
one departs from evil. When a man’s ways please the Lord, He makes even his
enemies to be at peace with him. Better is a little with righteousness, than vast
revenues without justice. A man’s heart plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps.
(Pro 16:1-9)

The rich man's wealth is his strong city, and like a high wall in his own esteem.
Before destruction the heart of a man is haughty, and before honor is humility.
(Pro 18:11-12)

He who is of a proud heart stirs up strife, but he who trusts in the Lord will be
prospered. He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, but whoever walks wisely will be
delivered. (Pro 28:25-26)

The fear of man brings a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord shall be safe.
(Pro 29:25)

“Woe to the rebellious children,” says the Lord, “who take counsel, but not of Me,
and who devise plans, but not of My Spirit, that they may add sin to sin.” (Isa 30:1)

Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel: “Because you despise this word, and
trust in oppression and perversity, and rely on them, therefore this iniquity shall be
to you like a breach ready to fall, a bulge in a high wall, whose breaking comes
suddenly, in an instant. And He shall break it like the breaking of the potter’s vessel,
which is broken in pieces; He shall not spare. So there shall not be found among its
fragments a shard to take fire from the hearth, or to take water from the cistern.”
(Isa 30:12-14)

Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help {look to the world}, and rely on horses,
who trust in chariots because they are many, and in horsemen because they are
very strong, but who do not look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the Lord!
(Isa 31:1)

“They shall be turned back, they shall be greatly ashamed, who trust in carved
images, who say to the molded images, ‘You are our gods.” ” (Isa 42:17)

“For you have trusted in your wickedness; you have said, ‘No one sees me’;
Your wisdom and your knowledge have warped you; and you have said in your heart,
‘I am, and there is no one else besides me.” Therefore evil shall come upon you;
you shall not know from where it arises. And trouble shall fall upon you; you will not
be able to put it off. And desolation shall come upon you suddenly, which you shall
not know.” (Isa 47:10-11)
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“You are wearied in the length of your way; yet you did not say, ‘There is no hope.’
You have found the life of your hand; therefore you were not grieved. And of whom
have you been afraid, or feared, that you have lied and not remembered Me,
nor taken it to your heart? Is it not because I have held My peace from of old
that you do not fear Me? 1 will declare your righteousness and your works, for
they will not profit you. When you cry out, let your collection of idols deliver you.
But the wind will carry them all away, a breath will take them. But he who puts
his trust in Me shall possess the land, and shall inherit My holy mountain.”

(Isa 57:10-13)

Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; nor His ear heavy, that
it cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; and your sins
have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear. For your hands are defiled
with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue
has muttered perversity. No one calls for justice, nor does any plead for truth.
They trust in empty words and speak lies; they conceive evil and bring forth iniquity.
They hatch vipers’ eggs and weave the spider’s web; he who eats of their eggs dies,
and from that which is crushed a viper breaks out. Their webs will not become
garments, nor will they cover themselves with their works; their works are works of
iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands. Their feet run to evil, and they
make haste to shed innocent blood; their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting
and destruction are in their paths. The way of peace they have not known, and
there is no justice in their ways; they have made themselves crooked paths;
whoever takes that way shall not know peace. (Isa 59:1-8)

They have lied about the Lord, and said, "It is not He. Neither will evil come upon us,
nor shall we see sword or famine. And the prophets become wind, for the word is not
in them.” Thus shall it be done to them. “Therefore thus,” says the Lord God
of hosts: "Because you speak this word, behold, I will make My words in your mouth
fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them. Behold, I will bring a nation
against you from afar, O house of Israel,” says the Lord. “It is a mighty nation, it is
an ancient nation, a nation whose language you do not know, nor can you
understand what they say. Their quiver is like an open tomb; they are all mighty
men. And they shall eat up your harvest and your bread, which your sons and
daughters should eat. They shall eat up your flocks and your herds; they shall eat up
your vines and your fig trees; they shall destroy your fortified cities, in which you
trust, with the sword.” (Jer 5:12-17) <{Their warning of Nebuchadnezzar’s army.}

Behold, you trust in lying words that cannot profit. (Jer 7:8)

“Therefore I will I do to the house which is called by My name, in which you trust,
and to this place which I gave to you and your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh.
And I will cast you out of My sight, as I have cast out all your brethren - the whole
posterity of Ephraim.” (Jer 7:14-15)

“And like their bow they have bent their tongue for lies. They are not valiant for the
truth on the earth. For they proceed from evil to evil, and they do not know Me,”
says the Lord. “Everyone take heed to his neighbor, and do not trust any brother;
for every brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbor will walk with slanderers.
Everyone will deceive his neighbor, and will not speak the truth; they have
taught their tongue to speak lies; they weary themselves to commit iniquity.
Your dwelling place is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to know Me,”
says the Lord. (Jer 9:3-6)
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Pull them out like sheep for the slaughter, and prepare them for the day of
slaughter. How long will the land mourn, and the herbs of the field wither? The
beasts and birds are consumed, for the wickedness of those who dwell there,
because they said, “He will not see our final end.” (Jer 12:3-4)

“Therefore I will scatter them like stubble that passes away by the wind of the
wilderness. This is your lot, the portion of your measures from Me,” says the Lord,
“because you have forgotten Me and trusted in falsehood. Therefore I will uncover
your skirts over your face, that your shame may appear. I have seen your adulteries
and your lustful neighings, the lewdness of your harlotry, your abominations on the
hills of the fields. Woe to you, O Jerusalem! Will you still nhot be made clean?”
(Jer 13:24-27)

Thus says the Lord: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh
his strength, whose heart departs from the Lord.” (Jer 17:5)

“Flee, save your lives! And be like the juniper in the wilderness. For because you
have trusted in your works and your treasures, you also shall be taken.” (Jer 48:7)

“Why do you boast in the valleys, your flowing valley, O backsliding daughter?
Who trusted in her treasures, saying, ‘Who will come against me?’

Behold, I will bring fear upon you,” says the Lord God of hosts, “from all those who
are around you; you shall be driven out, everyone headlong, and no one will gather
those who wander off.” (Jer 49:4-5)

“For indeed, I will make you small among nations, despised among men.
Your fierceness has deceived you, the pride of your heart, O you who dwell in the
clefts of the rock, who hold the height of the hill! Though you make your nest as
high as the eagle, I will bring you down from there,” says the Lord. (Jer 49:15-16)

“Your fame went out among the nations because of your beauty, for it was perfect
through My splendor which I had bestowed on you,” says the Lord God. "But you
trusted in your own beauty, played the harlot because of your fame, and poured out
your harlotry on everyone passing by who would have it...”

“Behold, therefore, I stretched out My hand against you, diminished your allotment,
and gave you up to the will of those who hate you, the daughters of the Philistines,
who were ashamed of your lewd behavior.” (Eze 16:14-15,27)

“When I shall say to the righteous, that he shall surely live, but he trusts in his own
righteousness and commits iniquity, none of his righteous works shall be
remembered; but because of the iniquity that he has committed, he shall die.”
(Eze 33:13)

You have plowed wickedness; you have reaped iniquity. You have eaten the fruit of
lies, because you trusted in your own way, in the multitude of your mighty men.
Therefore tumult shall arise among your people, and all your fortresses shall be
plundered as Shalman plundered Beth Arbel in the day of battle - a mother dashed
in pieces upon her children. Thus it shall be done to you, O Bethel, because of your
great wickedness. At dawn the king of Israel shall be cut off utterly. (Hos 10:13-15)
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Do not trust in a friend; do not put your confidence in a companion; guard the doors
of your mouth from her who lies in your bosom. For son dishonors father, daughter
rises against her mother, daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; a man’s
enemies are the men of his own household. Therefore I will look to the Lord;
I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me. (Mic 7:5-7)

What profit is the image, that its maker should carve it, the molded image, a teacher
of lies, that the maker of its mold should trust in it, to make dumb idols?
Woe to him who says to wood, ‘Awake!’ to silent stone, ‘Arise! It shall teach!”
Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, yet in it there is no breath at all. But the
Lord is in His holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence before Him.” (Hab 2:18-20)

Woe to her who is rebellious and polluted, to the oppressing city! She has not
obeyed His voice, she has not received correction; she has not trusted in the Lord,
she has not drawn near to her God. (Zep 3:1-2)

Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, “How hard it is for those who
have riches to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were astonished at
His words. But Jesus answered again and said to them, “Children, how hard it is for
those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God!” (Mar 10:23-24)

“When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in peace. But
when a stronger than he comes upon him and overcomes him, he takes from him
all his armor in which he trusted, and divides his spoils. He who is not with Me
is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters.” (Luk 11:21-23)

Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous and despised others... for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,
and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luk 18:9,14)

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what
may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.

(Rom 1:18-19)

But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring
up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of
God. (Rom 2:5)

Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit {the theory of
evolution}, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the
world, and not according to Christ. (Col 2:8)

Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in
uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy.
(1Ti 6:17)

O Timothy! Guard what was committed to your trust, avoiding the profane and idle
babblings and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge [science] -
by professing it some have strayed concerning the faith. (1Ti 6:20-21)
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