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Shepherdess

The problem

“Every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians.” [idol worshippers]
(Gen 46:34)

For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his own country.
(Joh 4:44)

Then Moses spoke to the Lord, saying: “Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all
flesh, set a man over the congregation, who may go out before them and go in
before them, who may lead them out and bring them in, that the congregation of
the Lord may not be like sheep which have no shepherd.”  (Num 27:16-17)

Then he said, “I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, as sheep that have no
shepherd. And the Lord said, ‘These have no master. Let each return to his house
in peace.’ ”  (1Ki 22:17 & 2Ch 18:16)

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every
disease among the people. But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with
compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having
no shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the
laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into
His harvest.”  (Mat 9:35-38 & Mar 6:34)

Laborers can be both male and female!

Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, both what they had
done and what they had taught. And He said to them, “Come aside by yourselves
to a deserted place and rest a while.”  For there were many coming and going,
and they did not even have time to eat. So they departed to a deserted place in
the boat by themselves. But the multitudes saw them departing, and many knew
Him and ran there on foot from all the cities. They arrived before them and came
together to Him. And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude and was
moved with compassion for them, because they were like sheep not having a
shepherd. So He began to teach them many things.  (Mar 6:30-34)

When men will not step up to the challenge, God uses women to instruct and lead
His people into righteousness!

A wife for Isaac

Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and departed, for all his
master’s goods were in his hand. And he arose and went to Mesopotamia, to the
city of Nahor. And he made his camels kneel down outside the city by a well of
water at evening time, the time when women go out to draw water. Then he said,
“O Lord God of my master Abraham, please give me success this day, and show
kindness to my master Abraham. Behold, here I stand by the well of water, and
the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water. Now let it be
that the young woman to whom I say, ‘Please let down your pitcher that I may
drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I will also give your camels a drink’ – let her be
the one You have appointed for your servant Isaac. And by this I will know that
You have shown kindness to my master.”  And it happened, before he had
finished speaking, that behold, Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah,
the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, came out with her pitcher on her shoulder.
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Now the young woman was very beautiful to behold, a virgin; no man had known
her. And she went down to the well, filled her pitcher, and came up. And the
servant ran to meet her and said, “Please let me drink a little water from your
pitcher.”  So she said, “Drink, my lord.”  Then she quickly let her pitcher down to
her hand, and gave him a drink. And when she had finished giving him a drink,
she said, “I will draw water for your camels also, until they have finished
drinking.”  Then she quickly emptied her pitcher into the trough, ran back to the
well to draw water, and drew for all his camels. And the man, wondering at her,
remained silent so as to know whether the Lord had made his journey prosperous
or not. So it was, when the camels had finished drinking, that the man took a
golden nose ring weighing half a shekel, and two bracelets for her wrists weighing
ten shekels of gold, and said, “Whose daughter are you?  Tell me, please, is there
room in your father’s house for us to lodge?”  So she said to him, “I am the
daughter of Bethuel, Milcah’s Son, whom she bore to Nahor.  Moreover she said
to him, “We have both straw and feed enough, and room to lodge.”  Then the
man bowed down his head and worshipped the Lord. And he said, “Blessed be the
Lord God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken His mercy and His truth
toward my master. As for me, being on the way, the Lord led me to the house of
my master’s brethren.”  So the young woman ran and told her mother’s
household these things. Now Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban, and
Laban ran out to the man by the well.  (Gen 24:10-29) [John 4:1-43]

Enter the shepherdess

So Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the people of the East. And
he looked, and saw a well in the field; and behold, there were three flocks of
sheep lying by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks. A large stone was
on the well’s mouth. Now all the flocks would be gathered there; and they would
roll the stone from the well’s mouth, water the sheep, and put the stone back in
its place on the well’s mouth. And Jacob said to them, “My brethren, where are
you from?”  And they said, “We are from Haran.”  Then he said to them, “Do you
know Laban the son of Nahor?”  And they said, “We know him.”  So he said to
them, “Is he well?”  And they said, “He is well. And look, his daughter Rachel is
coming with the sheep.”  Then he said, “Look, it is still high day; it is not time for
the cattle to be gathered together. Water the sheep, and go and feed them.”
[Joh 21:15-17] But they said, “We cannot until all the flocks are gathered
together, and they have rolled the stone from the well’s mouth; then we water
the sheep.”  [Joh 20:1 & Act 2:1-47]  Now while he was still speaking with them,
Rachel came with her father’s sheep, for she was a shepherdess. And it came to
pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother’s brother, that
Jacob went near and rolled the stone from the well’s mouth, and watered the
flock of Laban his mother’s brother. Then Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his
voice and wept. And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father’s relative and that
he was Rebekah’s son. So she ran and told her father. Then it came to pass,
when Laban heard the report about Jacob his sister’s son, that he ran to meet
him, and embraced him and kissed him, and brought him to his house. So he told
Laban all these things. And Laban said to him, “Surely you are my bone and my
flesh.”  And he stayed with him for a month.  (Gen 29:1-14)

When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from
the face of Pharaoh and dwelt in the land of Midian; and he sat down by a well.
Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters. And they came and drew water,
and they filled the troughs to water their father’s flock. Then the shepherds came
and drove them away; but Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their
flock. When they came to Reuel their father, he said, “How is it that you have
come so soon today?”  And they said, “An Egyptian delivered us from the hand of
the shepherds, and he also drew enough water for us and watered the flock.”
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So he said to his daughters, “And where is he?  Why is it that you have left the
man?  Call him, that he may eat bread.”  (Exo 2:15-20)

Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took the timbrel in her hand;
and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances. And Miriam
answered them: “Sing to the Lord, for He has triumphed gloriously!
The horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea!”  (Exo 15:20-21)

Deborah leads Israel out of oppression

When Ehud was dead, the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord.
So the Lord sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in
Hazor. The commander of his army was Sisera, who dwelt in Harosheth Hagoyim.
And the children of Israel cried out to the Lord; for Jabin had nine hundred
chariots of iron, and for twenty years he had harshly oppressed the children of
Israel. Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, was judging Israel at
that time. And she would sit under the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and
Bethel in the mountains of Ephraim. And the children of Israel came to her for
judgment. Then she sent and called for Barak the son of Abinoam from Kedesh in
Naphtali, and said to him, “Has not the Lord God of Israel commanded, ‘Go and
deploy troops at Mount Tabor; take with you ten thousand men of the sons of
Naphtali and of the sons of Zebulun; and against you I will deploy Sisera, the
commander of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his multitude at the River
Kishon; and I will deliver him into your hand’?”

And Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, then I will go; but if you will not go
with me, I will not go!”  So she said, “I will surely go with you; nevertheless there
will be no glory for you in the journey you are taking, for the Lord will sell Sisera
into the hand of a woman.”  Then Deborah arose and went with Barak to Kedesh.
And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; he went up with ten thousand
men under his command, and Deborah went up with him.

Now Heber the Kenite, of the children of Hobab the father-in-law of Moses, had
separated himself from the Kenites and pitched his tent near the terebinth tree at
Zaanaim, which is beside Kedesh. And they reported to Sisera that Barak the son
of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor. So Sisera gathered together all his
chariots, nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the people who were with him,
from Harosheth Hagoyim to the River Kishon.

Then Deborah said to Barak, “Up! For this is the day in which the Lord has
delivered Sisera into your hand. Has not the Lord gone out before you?”
So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with ten thousand men following him. And
the Lord routed Sisera and all his chariots and all his army with the edge of the
sword before Barak; and Sisera alighted from his chariot and fled away on foot.
But Barak pursued the chariots and the army as far as Harosheth Hagoyim, and
all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword; not a man was left.

However, Sisera had fled away on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the
Kenite; for there was peace between Jabin king of Hazor and the house of Heber
the Kenite. And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said to him, “Turn aside,
my lord, turn aside to me; do not fear.”  And when he had turned aside with her
into the tent, she covered him with a blanket. Then he said to her, “Please give
me a little water to drink, for I am thirsty.”  So she opened a jug of milk, gave
him a drink, and covered him. And he said to her, “Stand at the door of the tent,
and if any man comes and inquires of you, and says, ‘Is there any man here?’
you shall say, ‘No.’ ”
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Then Jael, Heber’s wife, took a tent peg and took a hammer in her hand, and
went softly to him and drove the peg into his temple, and it went down into the
ground; for he was fast asleep and weary. So he died. And then as Barak pursued
Sisera, Jael came out to meet him, and said to him, “Come, I will show you the
man whom you seek.”  And when he went into her tent, there lay Sisera, dead
with the peg in his temple. So on that day God subdued Jabin king of Canaan
in the presence of the children of Israel. And the hand of the children of Israel
grew stronger and stronger against Jabin king of Canaan, until they had
destroyed Jabin king of Canaan.  (Jud 4:1-24)

“Most blessed among women is Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite; blessed is she
among women in tents. He asked for water, she gave milk; she brought out
cream in a lordly bowl. She stretched her hand to the tent peg, her right hand to
the workmen’s hammer; she pounded Sisera, she pierced his head, she split and
struck through his temple. At her feet he sank, he fell, he lay still; at her feet he
sank, he fell; where he sank, there he fell dead.”  (Jud 5:24-27)

“And when they forgot the Lord their God, He sold them into the hand of Sisera,
commander of the army of Hazor, into the hand of the Philistines, and into the
hand of the king of Moab; and they fought against them. Then they cried out to
the Lord, and said, ‘We have sinned, because we have forsaken the Lord and
served the Baals and Ashtoreth’s; but now deliver us from the hand of our
enemies, and we will serve You.’  And the Lord sent Jerubbaal [Gideon], Bedan
[Deborah], Jephthah, and Samuel [Samson], and delivered you out of the hand of
your enemies on every side; and you dwelt in safety.”  (1Sa 12:9-11)

Esther saves all the Jews

So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the city square that was in front of the king’s
gate. And Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the sum of money
that Haman had promised to pay into the king’s treasuries to destroy the Jews.
He also gave him a copy of the written decree for their destruction, which was
given at Shushan, that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her, and that
he might command her to go in to the king to make supplication to him and plead
before him for her people. So Hathach returned and told Esther the words of
Mordecai. Then Esther spoke to Hathach, and gave him a command for Mordecai:
“All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces know that any man
or woman who goes into the inner court to the king, who has not been called,
he has but one law: put all to death, except the one to whom the king holds out
the golden scepter, that he may live. Yet I myself have not been called to go in to
the king these thirty days.”

So they told Mordecai Esther’s words. And Mordecai told them to answer Esther:
“Do you think in your heart that you will escape in the king’s palace any more
than all the other Jews. For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and
deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s
house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such
a time as this?”

Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai: “Go, gather all the Jews who are
present in Shushan, and fast for me; neither eat nor drink for three days, night or
day. My maids and I will fast likewise. And so I will go to the king, which is
against the law; and if I perish, I perish!”  So Mordecai went his way and did
according to all that Esther commanded him.  (Est 4:6-17)

“I AM the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.”
(Joh 10:11)
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“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.”
(Joh 15:13)

Now it happened on the third day that Esther put on her royal robes and stood in
the inner court of the king’s palace, across from the king’s house, while the king
sat on his royal throne in the royal house, facing the entrance of the house. So it
was, when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, that she found favor
in his sight, and the king held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his
hand. Then Esther went near and touched the top of the scepter. And the king
said to her, “What do you wish, Queen Esther?  What is your request?  It shall be
given to you – up to half the kingdom!”  (Est 5:1-3)

Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and Mordecai the Jew, “Indeed, I have
given Esther the house of Haman, and they have hanged him on the gallows
because he tried to lay his hand on the Jews. You yourselves write a decree
concerning the Jews, as you please, in the king’s name, and seal it with the king’s
signet ring; for whatever is written in the king’s name and sealed with the king’s
signet ring no one can revoke.”  (Est 8:7-8)

Now in the twelfth month, that is, the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day, the
time came for the king’s command and his decree to be executed. On that day
the enemies of the Jews had hoped to overpower them, the opposite occurred, in
that the Jews themselves overpowered those who hated them. The Jews gathered
together in their cities throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay
hands on those who sought their harm. And no one could withstand them,
because fear of them fell upon all people. And all the officials of the provinces, the
satraps, the governors, and all those doing the king’s work, helped the Jews,
because the fear of Mordecai fell upon them. For Mordecai was great in the king’s
palace, and his fame spread throughout all the provinces; for this man Mordecai
became increasingly prominent. Thus the Jews defeated all their enemies with the
stroke of the sword, with slaughter and destruction, and did what they pleased
with those who hated them.  (Est 9:1-5)

Tell me, O you whom I love, where you feed your flock, where you make it rest at
noon. For why should I be as one who veils herself by the flocks of your
companions?  If you do not know, O fairest among women, follow in the footsteps
of the flock, and feed your little goats beside the shepherds’ tents.  (Son 1:7-8)

Jeremiah prays for deliverance

Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved, for You
are my praise. Indeed they say to me, “Where is the word of the Lord?
Let it come now!”  As for me, I have not hurried away from being a shepherd
who follows You, nor have I desired the woeful day; You know what came out of
my lips; it was right there before You. Do not be a terror to me; You are my Hope
in the day of doom. Let them be ashamed who persecute me, but do not let me
be put to shame; let them be dismayed, but do not let me be dismayed. Bring on
them the day of doom, and destroy them with double destruction!  (Jer 17:14-18)

The irresponsible shepherds

And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Son of man, prophesy against the
shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God to the
shepherds: “Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! Should not the
shepherds feed the flocks?  You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool;
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you slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed the flock. The weak you have not
strengthened, nor have you healed those who were sick, nor bound up the
broken, nor brought back what was driven away, nor sought what was lost; but
with force and cruelty you have ruled them. So they were scattered because
there was no shepherd; and they became food for all the beasts of the field when
they were scattered. My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and on every
high hill; yes, My flock was scattered over the whole face of the earth, and no one
was seeking or searching for them.”

Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: “As I live,”  says the Lord
God, “surely because My flock became a prey, and My flock became food for
every beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, nor did My shepherds
search for My flock, but the shepherds fed themselves and did not feed My flock,”
– therefore, O shepherds, hear the word of the Lord!

Thus says the Lord God: “Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I will require
My flock at their hand; I will cause them to cease feeding the sheep, and the
shepherds shall feed themselves no more; for I will deliver My flock from their
mouths, that they may no longer be food for them.”

For thus says the Lord God: “Indeed I Myself will search for MY sheep and seek
them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he is among his scattered
sheep, so will I seek out My sheep and deliver them from all the places where
they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day. And I will bring them out from the
peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own
land; I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, in the valleys and in all the
inhabited places of the country. I will feed them in good pasture, and their fold
shall be on the high mountains of Israel. There they shall lie down in a good fold
and feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I will feed MY flock, and I will
make them lie down,”  says the Lord God. “I will seek what was lost and bring
back what was driven away, bind up the broken and strengthen what was sick;
but I will destroy the fat and the strong, and feed them in judgment.”

And as for you, O My flock, thus says the Lord God: “Behold, I shall judge
between sheep and sheep, between rams and goats. [Mat 25:32] Is it too little
for you to have eaten up the good pasture, that you must tread down with your
feet the residue of your pasture – and to have drunk of the the clear waters, that
you must foul the residue with your feet?  And as for MY flock, they eat what you
have trampled with your feet, and they drink what you have fouled with your
feet.”

Therefore thus says the Lord God to them: “Behold, I Myself judge between the
fat and the lean sheep. Because you have pushed with side and shoulder, butted
all the weak ones with your horns, and scattered them abroad, therefore I will
save My flock, and they shall no longer be a prey; and I will judge between sheep
and sheep. I will establish one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them –
My servant David. He shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will
be their God, and My servant David a prince among them; I, the Lord have
spoken. I will make a covenant of peace with them, and cause wild beasts to
cease from the land; and they will dwell safely in the wilderness and sleep in the
woods. I will make them and the places all around My hill a blessing; and I will
cause showers to come down in their season; there shall be showers of blessing.
Then the trees of the field shall yield their fruit, and the earth shall yield her
increase. They shall be safe in their land; and they shall know that I AM the Lord,
when I have broken the bands of their yoke and delivered them from the hand of
those who enslaved them. And they shall no longer be a prey for the nations, nor
shall beasts of the land devour them; but they shall dwell safely, and no one shall
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make them afraid. I will raise up for them a garden of renown, and they shall no
longer be consumed with hunger in the land, nor bear the shame of the Gentiles
anymore. Thus they shall know that I, the Lord their God, am with them, and
they, the house of Israel, are My people,” says the Lord God. “You are My flock,
the flock of My pasture; you are men, and I AM your God,”  says the Lord God.’ ”
(Eze 34:1-31)

“Then say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Surely I will take the children of
Israel from among the nations, wherever they have gone, and will gather them
from every side and bring them into their own land; and I will make them one
nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king over
them all; they shall no longer be two nations, nor shall they ever be divided into
two kingdoms again. They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols,
nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions; but I will
deliver them from all their dwelling places in which they have sinned, and will
cleanse them. Then they shall be My people, and I will be their God. David My
servant shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd; they
shall also walk in My judgments and observe My statutes, and do them. Then
they shall dwell in the land that I have given to Jacob My servant, where your
fathers dwelt; and they shall dwell there, they, their children, and their children’s
children, forever; and My servant David shall be their prince forever. Moreover
I will make a covenant of peace with them, and it shall be an everlasting
covenant with them; I will establish them and multiply them, and I will set
My sanctuary in their midst forevermore. My tabernacle shall be with them;
indeed I will be their God, and they shall be My people. The nations also will know
that I, the Lord, sanctify Israel, when My sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.”
(Eze 37:21-28)

Is the sex of a person important, after they have been resurrected?

Jesus answered and said to them, “You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures
nor the power of God. For in the resurrection they [the women] neither marry nor
are given in marriage, but are like angels of God in heaven.  (Mat 22:29-30)

Prophetess Anna

Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe
of Asher. She was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years
from her virginity; and this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years,
who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers
night and day. And in coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord,
and spoke of Him [the child Jesus] to all who looked for redemption in Jerusalem.
(Luk 2:36-38)

Women servants of the Lord

I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea,
that you may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and assist
her in whatever business she has need of you; for indeed she has been a helper
of many and of myself also. Greet Priscilla and Acquila, my fellow workers in
Christ Jesus, who risked their own necks for my life, to whom not only I give
thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. Likewise greet the church that is
in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia to
Christ. Greet Mary, who labored much for us. Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, who
have labored much in the Lord. Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother
and mine. Greet Philogus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all
the saints who are with them.  (Rom 16:1-6,12-13,15-16)
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And He [Jesus] Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for
the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man,
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer
be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine,
by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but,
speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head –
Christ – from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does it share,
causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.  (Eph 4:11-16)

But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine: that the
older men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience;
the older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers,
not given to much wine, teachers of good things – that they admonish the young
women to love their husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste,
homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may
not be blasphemed.  (Tit 2:1-5)

She who is in Babylon [Rome], elect together with you, greets you; and so does
Mark my son. Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to you all who are in
Christ Jesus. Amen.  (1Pe 5:13-14)

Jesus is our Shepherd and High Priest

“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then
He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him,
and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep
from the goats. And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the
left. Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:’
Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into
the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:’  (Mat 25:31-34,41)

Then Jesus said to them, “All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this
night, for it is written: ‘I will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will
be scattered.’ But after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee.”
(Mat 26:31-32 & Mar 14:27-28 & Joh 16:32)

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door,
but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he who
enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the doorkeeper opens,
and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out. And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the
sheep follow him, for they know his voice. Yet they will by no means follow a
stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.”
Jesus used this illustration, but they did not understand the things which He
spoke to them. Then Jesus said to them again, “Most assuredly, I say to you,
I AM the door of the sheep. All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers,
but the sheep did not hear them. I AM the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will
be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief does not come except
to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that
they may have it more abundantly. I AM the good shepherd. The good shepherd
gives His life for the sheep.”
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“But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep,
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the
sheep and scatters them. The hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not
care about the sheep. I AM the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am
known by My own. As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay
down My life for the sheep. And other sheep I have which are not of this fold;
them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock
and one shepherd. Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life
that I may take it again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself.
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This command
I have received from My Father.”  (Joh 10:1-18)

And one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, said to them, “You know
nothing at all, nor do you consider that it is expedient for us that one man should
die for the people, and not that the whole nation should perish.”  Now this he did
not say on his own authority; but being high priest that year he prophesied that
Jesus would die for the nation, and not for that nation only, but also that He
would gather together in one the children of God who were scattered abroad.
(Joh 11:49-52)

There is one Body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is
above all, and through all, and in you all.  (Eph 4:4-6)

Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not
have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknessses, but was in all
points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
(Heb 4:14-16)

Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that
great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.
Amen.  (Heb 13:20-21)

Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace
was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned, everyone, to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him
the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not
His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its
shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth. He was taken from prison and
from judgment, and who will declare His generation?  For He was cut off from the
land of the living; for the transgressions of My people He was stricken. And they
made His grave with the wicked – but with the rich at His death, because He had
done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it pleased the Lord to
bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin,
He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the Lord
shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied.
By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall bear their
iniquities. Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide
the spoil with the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was
numbered with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors.  (Isa 53:4-12)
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But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable
before God. For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: “Who committed no sin,
nor was deceit found in His mouth”; who when He was reviled, did not revile in
return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who
judges righteously; who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that
we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness – by whose stripes you were
healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.  (1Pe 2:20-25)

The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of
the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed:
Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by
compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords
over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; and when the
Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade
away.  (1Pe 5:1-4)

I have not mentioned the mothers of the prophets, or Elizabeth and Mary. The
contribution all these women made was key to God’s plan of Salvation. The angel
told Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist:

“For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor
strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s
womb. And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.
He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah. ‘to turn the hearts
of the fathers to the children,’ and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,
to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  (Luk 1:15-17)

And it happened when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped
in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. Then she broke out
with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb!”  (Luk 1:41-42)

Being filled with the Holy Spirit, had only happened to prophets and kings!

Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall
call His name Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest;
and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”
Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I do not know a man?” And
the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is
to be born will be called the Son of God.”  (Luk 1:30-35)

Where Christians have the Spirit of God within them, Mary had the very Son of
God inside her, and carried Him throughout her pregnancy. Mary became the very
tabernacle of God.

Now if one looks at all these examples, where God has used women in ministry,
then we can surely use women in ministry in any role today!

-oOo-


