For our sake
If you walk in My statutes and keep My commandments, and perform them, then
I will give you rain in its season, the land shall yield its produce, and the trees of
the field shall yield their fruit. Your threshing shall last till the time of vintage, and
the vintage shall last till the time of sowing; you shall eat your bread to the full,
and dwell in your land safely. (Lev 26:3-5)
“Now, my son, may the Lord be with you; and may you prosper, and build the
house of the Lord your God, as He has said to you. Only may the Lord give you
wisdom and understanding, and give you charge concerning Israel, that you may
keep the law of the Lord your God. Then you will prosper, if you take care to fulfill
the statutes and judgments with which the Lord charged Moses concerning Israel.
Be strong and of good courage; do not fear nor be dismayed.” (1Ch 22:11-13)
“Now, O Lord my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my father
David, but I am a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And Your
servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a great people, too
numerous to be numbered or counted. Therefore give to Your servant an
understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and
evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?” The speech pleased the
Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. Then God said to him: “Because you
have asked this thing, and have not asked long life for yourself, nor have asked
riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your enemies, but have asked for
yourself understanding to discern justice, behold, I have done according to your
words; see, I have given you a wise and understanding heart, so that there has
not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you. And I
have also given you what you have not asked: both riches and honor, so that
there shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your days. So if you walk
in My ways, to keep My statutes and My commandments, as your father David
walked, then I will lengthen your days.” (1Ki 3:7-14)
Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and did not fully follow the Lord, as did
his father David. Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of
Moab, on the hill that is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the abomination of the
people of Ammon. And he did likewise for all his foreign wives, who burned
incense and sacrificed to their gods. So the Lord became angry with Solomon,
because his heart had turned from the Lord God of Israel, who had appeared to
him twice, and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should
not go after other gods; but he did not keep what the Lord had commanded.
Therefore the Lord said to Solomon, “Because you have done this, and have not
kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely
tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your servant. Nevertheless I will
not do it in your days, for the sake of your father David; I will tear it out of the
hand of your son. However I will not tear away the whole kingdom; I will give one
tribe to your son for the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem
which I have chosen.” (1Ki 11:6-13)
Now the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded. And he went out to
meet Asa, and said to him: “Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin. The Lord
is with you while you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but
if you forsake Him, He will forsake you. For a long time Israel has been without
the true God, without a teaching priest, and without law; but when in their
trouble they turned to the Lord God of Israel, and sought Him, He was found by
them.” (2Ch 15:1-4)
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Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, who
stood above the people, and said to them, “Thus says God: ‘Why do you
transgress the commandments of the Lord, so that you cannot prosper? Because
you have forsaken the Lord, He also has forsaken you.’ ” (2Ch 24:20)
For the army of the Syrians came with a small company of men; but the Lord
delivered a very great army into their hand, because they had forsaken the Lord
God of their fathers. So they executed judgment against Joash. (2Ch 24:24)
Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in
Jerusalem; and he did not do what was right in the sight of the Lord, as his father
David had done. For he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and made
molded images for the Baals. He burned incense in the valley of the Son of
Hinnom, and burned his children in the fire, according to the abominations of the
nations whom the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel. And he
sacrificed and burned incense on the high places, on the hills, and under every
green tree. Therefore the Lord his God delivered him into the hand of the king of
Syria. They defeated him, and carried away a great multitude of them as
captives, and brought them to Damascus. Then he was also delivered into the
hand of the king of Israel, who defeated him with a great slaughter. For Pekah
the son of Remaliah killed one hundred and twenty thousand in Judah in one day,
all valiant men, because they had forsaken the Lord God of their fathers. Zichri, a
mighty man of Ephraim, killed Maaseiah the king’s son, Azrikam the officer over
the house, and Elkanah who was second to the king. And the children of Israel
carried away captive of their brethren two hundred thousand women, sons, and
daughters; and they also took away much spoil from them, and brought the spoil
to Samaria. (2Ch 28:1-9)
Hezekiah became king when he was twenty-five years old, and he reigned
twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Abijah the daughter of
Zechariah. And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that
his father David had done. In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he
opened the doors of the house of the Lord and repaired them. Then he brought in
the priests and the Levites, and gathered them in the East Square, and said to
them: “Hear me, Levites! Now sanctify yourselves, sanctify the house of the Lord
God of your fathers, and carry out the rubbish from the holy place. For our
fathers have trespassed and done evil in the eyes of the Lord our God; they have
forsaken Him, have turned their faces away from the dwelling place of the Lord,
and turned their backs on Him. They have also shut up the doors of the vestibule,
put out the lamps, and have not burned incense or offered burnt offerings in the
holy place to the God of Israel. Therefore the wrath of the Lord fell upon Judah
and Jerusalem, and He has given them up to trouble, to desolation, and to
jeering, as you see with your eyes. For indeed, because of this our fathers have
fallen by the sword; and our sons, our daughters, and our wives are in captivity.
Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the Lord God of Israel, that His
fierce wrath may turn away from us. My sons, do not be negligent now, for the
Lord has chosen you to stand before Him, to serve Him, and that you should
minister to Him and burn incense.” (2Ch 29:1-11)
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So Hilkiah and those the king had appointed went to Huldah the prophetess, the
wife of Shallum the son of Tokhath, the son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe.
(She dwelt in Jerusalem in the second quarter.) And they spoke to her to that
effect. Then she answered them, “Thus says the Lord God of Israel, ‘Tell the man
who sent you to Me, “Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will bring calamity on this
place and on its inhabitants, all the curses that are written in the book which they
have read before the king of Judah, because they have forsaken Me and burned
incense to other gods, that they might provoke Me to anger with all the works of
their hands. Therefore My wrath will be poured out on this place, and not be
quenched.’ ” ’
But as for the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the Lord, in this manner
you shall speak to him, ‘Thus says the Lord God of Israel: “Concerning the words
which you have heard – because your heart was tender, and you humbled
yourself before God when you heard His words against this place and against its
inhabitants, and you humbled yourself before Me, and you tore your clothes and
wept before Me, I also have heard you,” says the Lord. “Surely I will gather you
to your fathers, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace; and your
eyes shall not see all the calamity which I will bring on this place and its
inhabitants.” ’ ” So they brought back word to the king. (2Ch 34:22-28)
Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river of Ahava, that we might humble
ourselves before our God, to seek from Him the right way for us and our little
ones and all our possessions. For I was ashamed to request of the king an escort
of soldiers and horsemen to help us against the enemy on the road, because we
had spoken to the king, saying, “The hand of our God is upon all those for good
who seek Him, but His power and His wrath are against all those who forsake
Him.” So we fasted and entreated our God for this, and He answered our prayer.
(Ezr 8:21-23)
“And now for a little while grace has been shown from the Lord our God, to leave
us a remnant to escape, and to give us a peg in His holy place, that our God may
enlighten our eyes and give us a measure of revival in our bondage. For we were
slaves. Yet our God did not forsake us in our bondage; but He extended mercy to
us in the sight of the kings of Persia, to revive us, to repair the house of our God,
to rebuild its ruins, and to give us a wall in Judah and Jerusalem.” (Ezr 9:8-9)
Yet for many years You had patience with them, and testified against them by
Your Spirit in Your prophets. Yet they would not listen; therefore You gave them
into the hand of the peoples of the lands. Nevertheless in Your great mercy You
did not utterly consume them nor forsake them; for You are God, gracious and
merciful. (Neh 9:30-31)
For the children of Israel and the children of Levi shall bring the offering of the
grain, of the new wine and the oil, to the storerooms where the articles of the
sanctuary are, where the priests who minister and the gatekeepers and the
singers are; and we will not neglect the house of our God. (Neh 10:39)
Then I commanded them to cleanse the rooms; and I brought back into them the
articles of the house of God, with the grain offering and the frankincense. I also
realized that the portions for the Levites had not been given them; for each of the
Levites and the singers who did the work had gone back to his field. So I
contended with the rulers, and said, “Why is the house of God forsaken?” And I
gathered them together and set them in their place. Then all Judah brought the
tithe of the grain and the new wine and the oil to the storehouse. (Neh 13:9-11)
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Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said to them, “What evil thing is
this that you do, by which you profane the Sabbath day? Did not your fathers do
thus, and did not our God bring all this disaster on us and on this city? Yet you
bring added wrath on Israel by profaning the Sabbath.” (Neh 13:17-18)
“I even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; and I will
not remember your sins. Put Me in remembrance; let us contend together;
state your case, that you may be acquitted.” (Isa 43:25-26)
“For My name’s sake I will defer My anger, and for My praise I will restrain it from
you, so that I do not cut you off. Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver;
I have tested you in the furnace of affliction. For My own sake, for My own sake,
I will do it; for how should My name be profaned? And I will not give My glory to
another.” (Isa 48:9-11)
“Come near to Me, hear this: I have not spoken in secret from the beginning;
from the time that it was, I was there. And now the Lord God and His Spirit have
sent Me.” Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:
“I am the Lord your God, who teaches you to profit, who leads you by the way
you should go. Oh, that you had heeded My commandments! Then your peace
would have been like a river, and your righteousness like the waves of the sea.”
(Isa 48:16-18)
“O you afflicted one, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay
your stones with colorful gems, and lay your foundations with sapphires. I will
make your pinnacles of rubies, your gates of crystal, and all your walls of
precious stones. All your children shall be taught by the Lord, and great shall be
the peace of your children. In righteousness you shall be established; you shall be
far from oppression, for you shall not fear; and from terror, for it shall not
come near you. Indeed they shall surely assemble, but not because of Me.
Whoever assembles against you shall fall for your sake.” (Isa 54:11-15)
For Zion’s sake I will not hold My peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a lamp that
burns. (Isa 62:1)
Thus says the Lord to this people: “Thus they have loved to wander; they have
not restrained their feet. Therefore the Lord does not accept them; He will
remember their iniquity now, and punish their sins.” (Jer 14:10)
“You have forsaken Me,” says the Lord, “You have gone backward. Therefore
I will stretch out MY hand against you and destroy you; I am weary of relenting!”
(Jer 15:6)
Thus says the Lord: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his
strength, whose heart departs from the Lord.” (Jer 17:5)
“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose hope is the Lord.”
(Jer 17:7)
“I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, even to give every man according
to his ways, according to the fruit of his doings.” (Jer 17:10)

4

O Lord, the hope of Israel, all who forsake You shall be ashamed. “Those who
depart from Me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the
Lord, the fountain of living waters.” (Jer 17:13)
“O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and act! Do not delay for Your
own sake, my God, for Your city and Your people are called by Your name.”
(Dan 9:19)
“Those who regard worthless idols forsake their own Mercy. But I will sacrifice to
You with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay what I have vowed. Salvation is of
the Lord.” (Jon 2:8-9)
With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the High God?
Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord
be pleased with thousands of rams, ten thousands rivers of oil? Shall I give my
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?
He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God? (Mic 6:6-8)
Therefore I will look to the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation; My God
will hear me. (Mic 7:7)
Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgression of
the remnant of His heritage? He does not retain His anger forever, because He
delights in mercy. He will again have compassion on us, and will subdue our
iniquities. You will cast all our sins into the depth of the sea. (Mic 7:18-19)
Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why do we deal
treacherously with one another by profaning the covenant of the fathers?
(Mal 2:10)
“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’
or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own
things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” (Mat 6:31-34)
“But you, do not be called ‘Rabbi’; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you
are all brethren. Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father,
He who is in heaven. And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the
Christ. But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whoever
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
(Mat 23:8-12)
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send
His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him
might be saved. He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that the light has come
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds
were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the
light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does the truth comes to the
light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.”
(Joh 3:16-21)
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“He who comes from above is above all; he who is of the earth is earthy and
speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. And what He has
seen and heard, that He testifies; and no one receives His testimony. He who has
received His testimony has certified that God is true. For He whom God has sent
speaks the words of God, for God does not give the Spirit by measure. The Father
loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand. He who believes in the Son
has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life,
but the wrath of God abides on him.” (Joh 3:31-36)
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