Rest in the Lord
The Seventh Day Rest
Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished. And on
the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the
seventh day from all His work which He had done. Then God blessed the seventh
day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had
created and made. (Gen 2:1-3)
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you. And
the people shall go out and gather a certain quota every day, that I may test
them, whether they will walk in My law or not. And it shall be on the sixth day
that they shall prepare what they bring in, and it shall be twice as much as they
gather daily.” (Exo 16:4-5)
So they gathered it every morning, every man according to his need. And when
the sun became hot, it melted. And so it was, on the sixth day, that they
gathered twice as much bread, two omers for each one. And all the rulers of the
congregation came and told Moses. Then he said to them, “This is what the Lord
has said: ‘Tomorrow is a Sabbath rest, a holy Sabbath to the Lord. Bake what you
will bake today, and boil what you will boil; and lay up for yourselves all that
remains, to be kept until morning.’ ” So they laid it up till morning, as Moses
commanded; and it did not stink, nor were there any worms in it. Then Moses
said, “Eat that today, for today is a Sabbath to the Lord; today you will not find it
in the field. Six days you shall gather it, but on the seventh day, the Sabbath,
there will be none.” Now it happened that some of the people went out on the
seventh day to gather, but they found none. And the Lord said to Moses, “How
long do you refuse to keep My commandments and My laws? See! For the Lord
has given you the Sabbath; therefore He gives you on the sixth day bread for two
days. Let every man remain in his place; let no man go out of his place on the
seventh day.” So the people rested on the seventh day. (Exo 16:21-30)
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all
your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God. In it you
shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant,
nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your
gates. For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all
that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the
Sabbath day and hallowed it.” (Exo 20:8-11 & Deu 5:12-15)
“Six days you shall do your work, and on the seventh day you shall rest, that
your ox and your donkey may rest, and the son of your female servant and the
stranger may be refreshed.” (Exo 23:12)
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak also to the children of Israel,
saying: ‘Surely My Sabbaths you shall keep, for it is a sign between Me and you
throughout your generations, that you may know that I AM the Lord who
sanctifies you. You shall keep the Sabbath, therefore, for it is holy to you.
Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to death; for whoever does any work
on it, that person shall be cut off from among his people. Work shall be done for
six days, but the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord. Whoever does
any work on the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. Therefore the
children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their
generations as a perpetual covenant. It is a sign between Me and the children of
Israel forever; for in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, and on
the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.’ ” (Exo 31:12-17)
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“Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest; in plowing time
and in harvest you shall rest.” (Exo 34:21)
“Work shall be done for six days, but the seventh day shall be a holy day for you,
a Sabbath of rest to the Lord. Whoever does any work on it shall be put to death.
You shall kindle no fire throughout your dwellings on the Sabbath day.”
(Exo 35:2-3)
“Six days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a
holy convocation. You shall do no work on it; it is the Sabbath of the Lord in all
your dwellings.” (Lev 23:3)
“Whom will He teach knowledge? And whom will He make to understand the
message? Those just weaned from milk? Those just drawn from the breasts?
For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon
line, here a little, there a little.” For with stammering lips and another tongue He
will speak to this people, to whom He said, “This is the rest with which you may
cause the weary to rest,” and, “This is the refreshing”; yet they would not hear.
But the word of the Lord was to them, “Precept upon precept, precept upon
precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little, there a little,” that they might
go and fall backward, and be broken and snared and caught. (Isa 28:9-13)
For thus says the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel: “In returning and rest you
shall be saved; in quietness and confidence shall be your strength.” (Isa 30:15)
Thus says the Lord: “Stand in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where
the good way is, and walk in it; then you will find rest for your souls. But they
said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ Also, I set watchmen over you, saying, ‘Listen to the
sound of the trumpet!’ But they said, ‘We will not listen.’ Therefore hear, you
nations, and know, O congregation, what is among them. Hear, O earth! Behold,
I will certainly bring calamity on this people – the fruit of their thoughts, because
they have not heeded My words nor My law, but rejected it. (Jer 6:16-19)
Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “Add your burnt offerings to your
sacrifices and eat meat. For I did not speak to your fathers, or command them in
the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings
or sacrifices. But this is what I commanded them, saying, ‘Obey My voice, and I
will be your God, and you shall be My people. And walk in all the ways that I have
commanded you, that it may be well with you.’
Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but followed the counsels and the
dictates of their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward. Since the day
that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt until this day, I have even sent to
you all My servants the prophets, daily rising up early and sending them. Yet they
did not obey Me or incline their ear, but stiffened their neck. They did worse than
their fathers.
Therefore you shall speak all these words to them, but they will not obey you.
You shall also call to them, but they will not answer you. So you shall say to
them, ‘This is a nation that does not obey the voice of the Lord their God nor
receive correction. Truth has perished and has been cut off from their mouth.’ ”
(Jer 7:21-27)
“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I AM gentle and lowly in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
(Mat 11:28-29)
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The Seventh Year Rest for the land – Shadow of the seventh millenium
“Six years you shall sow your land and gather in its produce, but the seventh year
you shall let it rest and lie fallow, that the poor of your people may eat; and what
they leave, the beasts of the field may eat. In like manner you shall do with your
vineyard and your olive grove.” (Exo 23:10-11)
And the Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying, “Speak to the children of
Israel, and say to them: ‘When you come into the land which I give you, then the
land shall keep a sabbath to the Lord. Six years you shall sow your field, and six
years you shall prune your vineyard, and gather its fruit; but in the seventh year
there shall be a sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a sabbath to the Lord. You
shall neither sow your field nor prune your vineyard. What grows of its own
accord of your harvest you shall not reap, nor gather the grapes of your untended
vine, for it is a year of rest for the land. And the sabbath produce of the land shall
be food for you: for you, your male and female servants, your hired man, and the
stranger who dwells with you, for your livestock and the beasts that are in your
land – all its produce shall be for food.’ ” (Lev 25:1-7)

The Jubilee Year Rest and restoration of inheritance – like the New Earth
“And you shall count seven sabbaths of years for yourself, seven times seven
years; and the time of the seven sabbaths of years shall be to you forty-nine
years. Then you shall cause the trumpet of the Jubilee to sound on the tenth day
of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement you shall make the trumpet to
sound throughout all your land. And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and
proclaim liberty throughout all the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a Jubilee
for you; and each of you shall return to his possession, and each of you shall
return to his family. That fiftieth year shall be a Jubilee to you; in it you shall
neither sow nor reap what grows of its own accord, nor gather the grapes of your
untended vine. For it is the Jubilee; it shall be holy to you; you shall eat its
produce from the field. In this year of Jubilee, each of you shall return to his
possession.” (Lev 25:8-12)

The land of Israel – Shadow of the New Earth
“Remember the word which Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you,
saying, ‘The Lord your God is giving you rest and is giving you this land.’ ”
(Jos 1:13)
So the Lord gave to Israel all the land of which He had sworn to give to their
fathers, and they took possession of it and dwelt in it. The Lord gave them rest all
around, according to all that He had sworn to their fathers. And not a man of all
their enemies stood against them; the Lord delivered all their enemies into their
hand. Not a word failed of any good thing which the Lord had spoken to the
house of Israel. All came to pass. (Jos 21:43-45)
“And now the Lord your God has given rest to your brethren, as He promised
them; now therefore, return and go to your tents and to the land of your
possession, which Moses the servant of the Lord gave you on the other side of the
Jordan. But take careful heed to do the commandment and the law which Moses
the servant of the Lord commanded you, to love the Lord your God, to walk in all
His ways, to keep His commandments, to hold fast to Him, and to serve Him with
all your heart and with all your soul.” (Jos 22:4-5)
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Now it came to pass when the king [David] was dwelling in his house, and the
Lord had given him rest from all his enemies all around, that the king said to
Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God
dwells inside tent curtains.” (2Sa 7:1-2)
For David said, “The Lord God of Israel has given rest to His people, that they
may dwell in Jerusalem forever”; and also to the Levites, “They shall no longer
carry the tabernacle, or any of the articles for its service.” (1Ch 23:25-26)
Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his God, for he removed
the altars of the foreign gods and the high places, and broke down the sacred
pillars and cut down the wooden images. He commanded Judah to seek the Lord
God of their fathers, and to observe the law and the commandment. He also
removed the high places and the incense altars from all the cities of Judah, and
the kingdom was quiet under him. And he built fortified cities in Judah, for the
land had rest; he had no war in those years, because the Lord had given him
rest. Therefore he said to Judah, “Let us build these cities and make walls around
them, and towers, gates, and bars, while the land is yet before us, because we
have sought the Lord our God; we have sought Him, and He has given us rest on
every side.” So they built and prospered. (2Ch 14:2-7)

Only the Righteous rest in death - separated from the unrighteous
There the wicked cease from troubling, and there the weary are at rest. There the
prisoners rest together; they do not hear the voice of the oppressor. The small
and great are there, and the servant is free from his master. (Job 3:17-19)
Will they go down to the gates of Sheol? Shall we have rest together in the dust?
(Job 17:16)
I have set the Lord always before me; because He is at my right hand I shall not
be moved. Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; my flesh also will
rest in hope. For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy
One to see corruption. You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is
fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. (Psa 16:8-11)
Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him; do not fret because of him who
prospers in his way, because of the man who brings wicked schemes to pass.
Cease from anger, and forsake wrath; do not fret – it only causes harm. For
evildoers shall be cut off; but those who wait on the Lord, they shall inherit the
earth. For yet a little while and the wicked shall be no more; indeed, you will look
carefully for his place, but it shall be no more. But the meek shall inherit the
earth, and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace. The wicked plots
against the just, and gnashes at him with his teeth. The Lord laughs at him, for
He sees that his day is coming. The wicked have drawn the sword and have bent
their bow, to cast down the poor and needy, to slay those who are of upright
conduct. Their sword shall enter their own heart, and their bows shall be broken.
(Psa 37:7-15)
Today, if you will hear His voice: “Do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion,
as in the day of trial in the wilderness, when your fathers tested Me; they tried
Me, though they saw My work. For forty years I was grieved with that generation,
and said, ‘It is a people who go astray in their hearts, and they do not know My
ways.’ So I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest.’ ” (Psa 95:8-11)

4

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yes, our God is merciful. The Lord preserves
the simple; I was brought low, and He saved me. Return to your rest, O my soul,
for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you. For You have delivered my soul from
death, my eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. I will walk before the Lord in
the land of the living. (Psa 116:5-9)
Let the saints be joyful in glory; let them sing aloud on their beds. Let the
high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand, to
execute vengeance on the nations, and punishments on the peoples; to bind their
kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; to execute on them the
written judgment – this honor have all His saints. Praise the Lord! (Psa 149:5-9)
The righteous perishes, and no man takes it to heart; merciful men are
taken away, while no one considers that the righteous is taken away from evil.
He shall enter into peace; they shall rest in their beds, each one walking in his
uprightness. (Isa 57:1-2)
“But you [Daniel], go your way till the end; for you shall rest, and will arise to
your inheritance at the end of the days.” (Dan 12:13)
Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing
from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest
any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become
partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the
end, while it is said: “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts
as in the rebellion.”
For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came out of Egypt,
led by Moses? Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those
who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness? And to whom did He swear
that they would not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey? So we see
that they could not enter in because of unbelief. (Heb 3:12-19)
When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had
been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. And they
cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge
and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then a white robe was
given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while
longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who
would be killed as they were was completed. (Rev 6:9-11)
Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments
of God and the faith of Jesus. Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me,
“Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ” “Yes,” says
the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them.”
(Rev 14:11-13)

The Lord’s Rest is the Heavenly Sanctuary
“Fear and dread will fall on them; by the greatness of Your arm they will be as
still as a stone, till Your people pass over, O Lord, till the people pass over whom
You have purchased. You will bring them in and plant them in the mountain of
Your inheritance, in the place, O Lord, which You have made for Your own
dwelling, the sanctuary, O Lord, which Your hands have established. The Lord
shall reign forever and ever.” (Exo 15:16-18)
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Let us go into His tabernacle; let us worship at His footstool. Arise, O Lord, to
Your resting place, You and the ark of Your strength. Let Your priests be clothed
with righteousness, and let Your saints shout for joy. (Psa 132:8-9)
Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was
seen in His temple. (Rev 11:19)
For the Lord has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His dwelling place: “This is My
dwelling place forever; here I will dwell, for I have desired it. I will abundantly
bless her provision; I will satisfy her poor with bread. I will also clothe her priests
with salvation, and her saints shall shout aloud for joy. (Psa 132:13-16)
Thus says the Lord: “Heaven is My throne, and earth is My footstool. Where is the
house that you will build Me? And where is the place of My rest? For all those
things My hand has made, and all those things exist,” says the Lord. “But on this
one will I look: On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, and who trembles at
My word.” (Isa 66:1-2)

The Seventh Millenium – The Celestial Sabbath Rest for the Righteous
And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is
filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.”
(Gen 6:13)
Then the Lord said to Noah, “Come into the ark, you and all your household,
because I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation.”
(Gen 7:1)
Then the king of Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron, why do you take the
people from their work? Get back to your labor.” And Pharaoh said, “Look, the
people of the land are many now, and you make them rest from their labor!”
(Exo 5:4-5)
“Who is like You, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like You, glorious in holiness,
fearful in praises, doing wonders? You stretched out Your right hand; the earth
swallowed them. You in Your mercy have led forth the people whom You have
redeemed; You have guided them in Your strength to Your holy habitation.”
(Exo 15:11-13)
Then Moses said to the Lord, “See, You say to me, ‘Bring up this people.’
But You have not let me know whom You will send with me. Yet You have said,
‘I know you by name, and you have also found grace in My sight.’ Now therefore,
I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, that I may
know You and that I may find grace in Your sight. And consider that this nation is
Your people.” And He said, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you
rest.”
Jesus said to him, “I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
No one comes to the Father except through Me.” (Joh 14:6)

Then he said to Him, “If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up
from here. For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found grace
in Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I,
from all the people who are upon the face of the earth.” So the Lord said to
Moses, “I will also do this thing that you have spoken; for you have found grace
in My sight, and I know you by name.” (Exo 33:12-17)
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For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will
bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to you
by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until
the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead
in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.
And thus we shall always be with the Lord. (1Th 4:14-17)

I will destroy your high places, cut down your incense altars, and cast your
carcasses on the lifeless forms of your idols; and My soul shall abhor you. I will
lay your cities waste and bring your sanctuaries to desolation, and I will not smell
the fragrance of your sweet aromas. I will bring the land to desolation, and your
enemies who dwell in it shall be astonished at it. I will scatter you among the
nations and draw out a sword after you; your land shall be desolate and your
cities waste. Then the land shall enjoy its sabbaths as long as it lies desolate and
you are in your enemies land; then the land shall rest and enjoy its sabbaths.
As long as it lies desolate it shall rest – for the time it did not rest on your
sabbaths when you dwelt in it. (Lev 26:30-35)
The land also shall be left empty by them, and will enjoy its sabbaths while it lies
desolate without them; they will accept their guilt, because they despised My
judgments and because their soul abhorred My statutes. (Lev 26:43)
Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven
years in Jerusalem. He did evil in the sight of the Lord his God, and did not
humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke from the mouth of the
Lord. And he rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear an
oath by God; but he stiffened his neck and hardened his heart against turning to
the Lord God of Israel. Moreover all the leaders of the priests and the people
transgressed more and more, according to all the abominations of the nations,
and defiled the house of the Lord which He had consecrated in Jerusalem. And the
Lord God of their fathers sent warnings to them by His messengers, rising up
early and sending them, because He had compassion on His people and on His
dwelling place. But they mocked the messengers of God, despised His words, and
scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people, till
there was no remedy. Therefore He brought against them the king of the
Chaldeans, who killed their young men with the sword in the house of their
sanctuary, and had no compassion on young man or virgin, on the aged or the
weak; He gave them all into his hand. And all the articles from the house of God,
great and small, the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the
king and of his leaders, all these he took to Babylon. Then they burned the house
of God, broke down the wall of Jerusalem, burned all its palaces with fire, and
destroyed all its precious possessions. And those who escaped from the sword he
carried away to Babylon, where they became servants to him and his sons until
the rule of the kingdom of Persia, to fulfill the word of the Lord by the mouth of
Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her Sabbaths. As long as she lay desolate
she kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years. (2Ch 36:11-21)
“For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the
sea. And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, who shall stand as a banner to
the people; for the Gentiles shall seek Him, and His resting place shall be
glorious.” It shall come to pass in that day that the Lord shall set His hand again
the second time to recover the remnant of His people who are left, from Assyria
and Egypt, from Pathros and Cush, from Elam and Shinar, from Hamath and the
islands of the sea. He will set up a banner for the nations, and will assemble the
outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four
corners of the earth. (Isa 11:9-12)
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All inhabitants of the world and dwellers on the earth: When He lifts up a banner
on the mountains, you see it; and when He blows a trumpet, you hear it. For so
the Lord said to me, “I will take My rest, and I will look from My dwelling place
like clear heat in sunshine, like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest.” For before
the harvest, when the bud is perfect and the sour grape is ripening in the flower,
He will both cut off the sprigs with pruning hooks and take away and cut down
the branches. (Isa 18:3-5)
“Listen to Me, My people; and give ear to Me, O My nation: For law will proceed
from Me, and I will make My justice rest as a light of the peoples.
My righteousness is near, My salvation has gone forth, and My arms will judge the
peoples; the coastlands will wait upon Me, and on My arm they will trust. Lift up
your eyes to the heavens, and look on the earth beneath. For the heavens will
vanish away like smoke, the earth will grow old like a garment, and those who
dwell in it will die in like manner; but My salvation will be forever, and My
righteousness will not be abolished”. (Isa 51:4-6)
Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat
on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges
and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head
were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except
Himself. He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is
called The Word of God. And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine
linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now out of His
mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations.
And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on
His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD
OF LORDS. (Rev 19:11-16)

‘Therefore do not fear, O My servant Jacob,’ says the Lord, ‘Nor be dismayed,
O Israel; for behold, I will save you from afar, and your seed from the land of
their captivity. Jacob shall return, have rest and be quiet, and no one shall make
him afraid. For I AM with you,’ says the Lord, ‘to save you; though I make a full
end of all nations where I have scattered you, yet I will not make a complete end
of you. But I will correct you in justice, and will not let you go altogether
unpunished.’ (Jer 30:10-11 & Jer 46:27-28)
In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Do not fear; Zion, let not your hands be
weak. The Lord your God in your midst, the Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice
over you with gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you
with singing.” (Zep 3:16-17)
Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you
seem to have come short of it. For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well
as to them; but the word which they heard did not profit them, not being mixed
with faith in those who heard it. For we who have believed do enter that rest, as
He has said: “So I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest,’ ” although
the works were finished from the foundation of the world. For He has spoken in a
certain place of the seventh day in this way: “And God rested on the seventh day
from all His works”; and again in this place: “They shall not enter My rest.” Since
therefore it remains that some must enter it, and those to whom it was first
preached did not enter because of disobedience, again He designates a certain
day, saying in David, “Today,” after such a long time, as it has been said:
“Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.” For if Joshua
had given them rest, then He would not afterward have spoken of another day.
There remains therefore a rest for the people of God. For he who has entered His
rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His.
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Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the
same example of disobedience. (Heb 4:1-11)
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he
would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was
going. By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in
tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; for he waited
for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.
(Heb 11:8-10)
These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them
afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For those who say such things declare plainly
that they seek a homeland. And truly if they had called to mind that country from
which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. But now
they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them. (Heb 11:13-16)
And all these [good people of faith], having obtained a good testimony through
faith, did not receive the promise, God having provided something better for us,
that they should not be made perfect apart from us. (Heb 11:39-40)
Since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble
you, and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on
those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ. These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He comes, in that
Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe,
because our testimony among you was believed. (2Th 1:6-10)

The land of promise – the new Earth
“And there you shall eat before the Lord your God, and you shall rejoice in all to
which you have put your hand, you and your households, in which the Lord your
God has blessed you. You shall not at all do as we are doing here today – every
man doing whatever is right in his own eyes – for as yet you have not come to
the rest and the inheritance which the Lord your God is giving you. But when you
cross over the Jordan and dwell in the land which the Lord your God is giving you
to inherit, and He gives you rest from all your enemies round about, so that you
dwell in safety, then there will be the place where the Lord your God chooses to
make His name abide.” (Deu 12:7-11)
So the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing, with
everlasting joy on their heads. They shall obtain joy and gladness; sorrow and
sighing shall flee away. (Isa 51:11)
The Lord has sworn by His right hand and by the arm of His strength: “Surely I
will no longer give your grain as food for your enemies; and the sons of the
foreigner shall not drink your new wine, for which you have labored. But those
who have gathered it shall eat it, and praise the Lord; those who have brought it
together shall drink it in My holy courts.” Go through, go through the gates!
Prepare the way for the people; build up, build up the highway! Take out the
stones, lift up a banner for the peoples! Indeed the Lord has proclaimed to the
end of the world: “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Surely your salvation is coming;
behold, His reward is with Him, and His work before Him.’ ”
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And they shall call them The Holy People, The Redeemed of the Lord; and you
shall be called Sought Out, a City not Forsaken. (Isa 62:8-12)
“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former shall not be
remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create;
for behold, I create Jerusalem as a rejoicing, and her people a joy.”
(Isa 65:17-18)
Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon
the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as
obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your
ignorance; but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,
because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” And if you call on the Father, who
without partiality judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves
throughout the time of your stay here in fear; knowing that you were not
redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct
received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ,
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. He indeed was foreordained
before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you
who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him
glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. (1Pe 1:13-21)
Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle in both of which I stir up your
pure minds by way of reminder, that you may be mindful of the words which were
spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us, the apostles
of the Lord and Saviour, knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last
days, walking according to their own lusts, and saying, “Where is the promise of
His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were
from the beginning of creation.” For this they willfully forget: that by the word of
God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the
water, by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water.
But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word,
are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
But beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack
concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is long suffering toward us,
not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. But the
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass
away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the
earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. Therefore, since all these
things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct
and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because
of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt
with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved,
looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without
spot and blameless; and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation –
as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has
written to you, as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things,
in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable
people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.
You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also
fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;
but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen. (2Pe 3:1-18)
-oOo-
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