Respectable
Sitting in church, my memory is jogged and Mel & Kim’s song comes to mind.
“Respectable … respectable … we ain't never gonna be respectable!”
The ‘religious’ proclaim :-

“You are not from here … Your skin is not like Our skin … Your language is not Our
language … Your food is not Our food … Your drink is not Our drink … Your worship
is not like Our worship … Your baptism is not like Our baptism … Your prayers are
not like Our prayers … You must be just like Us – if you want to be respectable.”
Have we forgotten just what we are, and how we are saved?
Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over
the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping things that creeps on the
earth.” So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created
him; male and female He created them. (Gen 1:26-27)
People are saved, but only by the grace of God!
Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that
every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the LORD
was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.
So the LORD said, “I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the
earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that
I have made them.” But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. (Gen 6:5-8)
The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered. And
all flesh died that moved on the earth: birds and cattle and beasts and every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every man. All in whose nostrils was
the breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry land, died. So He destroyed
all living things which were on the face of the ground: both man and cattle,
creeping thing and bird of the air. They were destroyed from the earth. Only Noah
and those who were with him in the ark remained alive. And the waters prevailed
on the earth one hundred and fifty days. (Gen 7:20-24)
We all belong to one race, and are the descendants of Noah!
“God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and
earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. Nor is He worshipped with
men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath,
and all things. And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on
all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the
boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that
they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;
for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets
have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’ Therefore, since we are the offspring of
God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone,
something shaped by art and man’s devising. Truly, these times of ignorance God
overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, because He has
appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man
whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from
the dead.” (Act 17:24-31)
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We are all created by God.
“Your hands have made me and fashioned me, an intricate unity; yet You would
destroy me. Remember, I pray, that You have made me like clay. And will You
turn me into dust again? Did You not pour me out like milk, and curdle me like
cheese, clothe me with skin and flesh, and knit me together with bones and
sinews? You have granted me life and favour, and Your care has preserved my
spirit.” (Job 10:8-12)
“For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. I will
praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are Your works,
and that my soul knows very well.” (Psa 139:13-14)
Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, and He who formed you from the womb:
“I AM the LORD, who makes all things, who stretches out the heavens all alone,
who spreads abroad the earth by Myself.” (Isa 44:24)
“Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is
Mine; the soul who sins shall die.” (Eze 18:4)
If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there
whom a father does not chasten? But if you are without chastening, of which all
have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. Furthermore, we
have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we
not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? For they
indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit,
that we may be partakers of His holiness. Now no chastening seems to be joyful
for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit
of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. (Heb 12:7-11)
For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man
someone would even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us,
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having
now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if
when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son,
much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only
that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
have now received the reconciliation. (Rom 5:7-11)
Are we called to love, or to judge and criticize our neighbour?
“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not wholly reap the corners of
your field, nor shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest. And you shall not
glean your vineyard, nor shall you gather every grape of your vineyard; you shall
leave them for the poor and the stranger: I AM the LORD your God. You shall
not steal, nor deal falsely, nor lie to one another. And you shall not swear by
My name falsely, nor shall you profane the name of your God: I AM the LORD.
You shall not cheat your neighbour, nor rob him. The wages of him who is hired
shall not remain with you all night until morning. You shall not curse the deaf, nor
put a stumbling block before the blind, but shall fear your God: I AM the LORD.
You shall do no injustice in judgement. You shall not be partial to the poor,
nor honour the person of the mighty.”
“In righteousness
talebearer among
neighbour: I AM
You shall surely

you shall judge your neighbour. You shall not go about as a
your people; nor shall you take a stand against the life of your
the LORD. You shall not hate your brother in your heart.
rebuke your neighbour, and not bear sin because of him.
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You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your
people, but shall love your neighbour as yourself: I AM the LORD.” (Lev 19:9-18)
“Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgements which I teach you to
observe, that you may live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD God
of your fathers is giving you. You shall not add to the word which I command you,
nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God
which I command you.” (Deu 4:1-2)
These six things the LORD hates, yes, seven are an abomination to Him:
A proud look, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that
devises wicked plans, feet that are swift in running to evil, a false witness
who speaks lies, and one who sows discord among brethren. (Pro 6:16-19)
“These are the things you shall do: Speak every man the truth to his neighbour;
give judgement in your gates for truth, justice, and peace; let none of you think
evil in your heart against your neighbour; and do not love a false oath. For all
these are things that I hate,” says the LORD. (Zec 8:16-17)
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But
I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek,
turn the other to him also. If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic,
let him have your cloak also. And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with
him two. Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you
do not turn away. You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbour
and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who
curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use
you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He
makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on
the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not
even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet your brethren only, what
do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? Therefore
you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.” (Mat 5:38-48)
Jesus said, “ ‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall
not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ ‘Honour your father and your
mother,’ and ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ ” (Mat 19:18-19)
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” Jesus said to him,
“ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
and with all your mind.’ [Deu 6:5] This is the first and great commandment,
and the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ On these
two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”
(Mat 22:36-40 & Mar 12:29-33 & Luk 10:27)
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (Joh 3:16)
For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, nor are they all children because they
are the seed of Abraham; but, “In Isaac your seed shall be called.” That is, those
who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the
children of the promise are counted as the seed. (Rom 9:6-8)
As He says also in Hosea: “I will call My people, who were not My people, and her
beloved, who are not beloved.” And it shall come to pass in the place where it
was said to them, ‘You are not My people,’ There they shall be called sons of the
living God.” (Rom 9:25-26)
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What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have
attained to righteousness, even the righteousness of faith; but Israel, pursuing
the law of righteousness, has not attained to the law of righteousness. Why?
Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law.
For they stumbled at that stumbling stone. As it is written: “Behold, I lay in Zion
a stumbling stone and rock of offense, and whoever believes on Him will not be
put to shame.” (Rom 13:30-33)
For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. For all the law is
fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”
But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one
another! (Gal 5:13-14)
Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich
in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?
If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your
neighbour as yourself,” you do well; but if you show partiality, you commit sin,
and are convicted by the law as transgressors. So speak and so do as those who
will be judged by the law of liberty. For judgement is without mercy to the one
who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgement. (Jam 2:5,8-9,12-13)
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. Do not speak
evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother and judges his
brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you
are not a doer of the law but a judge. There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save
and to destroy. Who are you to judge another? (Jam 4:10-12)
This is the message which we heard from Him and declare to you, that God is
light and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with Him,
and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the
light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we
say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.
(1Jo 1:5-10)
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is
love. In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His
only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. In this is love,
not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His son to be the
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. (1Jo 4:7-11)
This is He who came by water and blood – Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by
water and blood. And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is
truth. For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and
the Holy Spirit; and these three are one. And there are three that bear witness on
earth: the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree as one.
(1Jo 5:6-8)
“So man lies down and does not rise. Till the heavens are no more, they will not
awake nor be roused from their sleep. Oh, that You would hide me in the grave,
that You would conceal me until Your wrath is past, that You would appoint me a
set time, and remember me! If a man dies, shall he live again?”
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“All the days of my hard service I will wait, till my change comes. You shall call,
and I will answer You; you shall desire the work of Your hands. For now You
number my steps, but do not watch over my sin. My transgression is sealed up in
a bag, and You cover my iniquity. But as a mountain falls and crumbles away,
and as a rock is moved from its place; as water wears away stones, and as
torrents wash away the soil of the earth; so You destroy the hope of man. You
prevail forever against him, and he passes on; You change his countenance and
send him away. His sons come to honour, and he does not know it; they are
brought low, and he does not perceive it. But his flesh will be in pain over it, and
his soul will mourn over it.” (Job 14:12-22)
“Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but
the flesh is weak.” (Mar 14:38)
“The lamp of the body is the eye [conscience]. Therefore, when your eye is good,
your whole body also is full of light. But when your eye is bad, your body also is
full of darkness. Therefore take heed that the light which is in you is not
darkness. If then your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, the whole
body will be full of light, as when the bright shining of a lamp gives you light.”
(Luk 11:34-36)
There is also an antitype which now saves us – baptism (not the removal of the
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him.
(1Pe 3:21-22)
There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death. And when
they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the
criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left. Then Jesus said,
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” And they divided His
garments and cast lots. And the people stood looking on. But even the rulers with
them sneered, saying, “He saved others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ,
the chosen of God.” Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed
Him, saying, “If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us.” But the other,
answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you not even fear God, seeing you are
under the same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we receive the due
reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said to
Jesus, “Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” And Jesus said
to him, “Assuredly, I say to you today, you will be with Me in Paradise.”
(Luk 23:32-35,39-43)
Now as they said these things, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and said
to them, “Peace to you.” But they were terrified and frightened, and supposed
they had seen a spirit. And He said to them, “Why are you troubled? And why do
doubts arise in your hearts? Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself.
Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as your see
I have.” When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet.
But while they still did not believe for joy, and marvelled, He said to them,
“Have you any food here?” So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some
honeycomb. And He took it and ate in their presence. (Luk 24:36-43)
Then they fell on their faces, and said, “O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh,
shall one man sin, and You be angry with all the congregation?" (Num 16:22)
“Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the
congregation.” (Num 27:16)
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Thus says God the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who
spread forth the earth and that which comes from it, who gives breath to the
people on it, and spirit to those who walk on it. (Isa 42:5)
“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
(Joh 4:24)
Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them
respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits
and live? But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, to the general
assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the
Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of the
new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that
of Abel. (Heb 12:9,22-24)
Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a
man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb
and be born?” Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born
of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born
of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel
that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and
you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes.
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (Joh 3:3-8)
“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to
you are spirit, and they are life. But there are some of you who do not believe.”
(Joh 6:63-64)
Jesus said to her, “I AM the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me,
though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never
die. Do you believe this?” She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the
Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” (Joh 11:25-27)
There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do
not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. For
those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh,
but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be
carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because
the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor
indeed can be. So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you
are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now
if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. And if Christ is in you,
the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His
Spirit who dwells in you. (Rom 8:1-2,5-11)
It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual
immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles – that a man has his
father’s wife! In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered
together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, deliver
such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved
in the day of the Lord Jesus. (1Co 5:1,4-5)
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But I want you to be without care. He who is unmarried cares for the things of
the Lord – how he may please the Lord. But he who is married cares about the
things of the world – how he may please his wife. There is a difference between a
wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman cares about the things of the Lord, that
she may be holy both in body and in spirit. But she who is married cares about
the things of the world – how she may please her husband. (1Co 7:32-34)
For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live
together with Him. (1Th 5:9-10)
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole
spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. (1Th 5:23)
This is a faithful saying: For if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him.
(2Ti 2:11)
For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. (Heb 4:12)
And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgement, so Christ
was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He
will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation. (Heb 9:27-28)
Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: “Sacrifice and offering You did
not desire, but a body You have prepared for Me.” (Heb 10:5)
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring
us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, by whom
also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, who formerly were
disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while
the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved
through water. For this reason the gospel was preached also to those who are
dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according
to God in the spirit. (1Pe 3:18-20,4:6)
I believe its high time, for people to shift their focus from the fleshly outward
things to the spiritual gifts and fruits of the Spirit : Love – Joy – Peace – Honesty
– Patience – Longsuffering – Goodness – Faithfulness – Gentleness – Diligence
– Faith – Virtue – Self Control – Perserverance – Godliness – Brotherly Kindness
– Generosity – A greater knowledge and a deeper understanding of Scripture.
Those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. (Gal 5:24-25)
Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! Let your gentleness be
known to all men. The Lord is at hand. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything
by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known
to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever things are
true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are
pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there
is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy – meditate on these things.
(Plp 4:4-8)
-oOo-
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