Pregnant
Today, people will tell you that an unborn child is not a child. In the Old Testament the Bible
refers to the fruit of the womb as a : child, brother, nation, people, darling, and son. The
woman whilst pregnant with a Nazirite child, had to behave as a Nazirite would.
A woman with child is referred to as 'carrying' her child. If the woman loses the child during
pregnancy it is called a ‘miscarriage’. Her womb ‘bears’ the child, and her breasts ‘nurse’ the
child. The period from conception to birth of the child's early development, is regarded as
the work of the Lord. Hence to deliberately cause an abortion is to destroy the work of the
Lord.
Here are the verses from the Old Testament, which support these statements.
Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall
become one flesh. (Gen 2:24)
Now Isaac pleaded with the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted
his plea, and Rebekah his wife conceived. But the children struggled together within her;
and she said, “If all is well, why am I like this?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the
Lord said to her: “Two nations are in your womb, two peoples shall be separated from your
body; one people shall be stronger than the other, and the older one shall serve the
younger.” So when her days were fulfilled for her to give birth, indeed there were twins in
her womb. (Gen 25:21-24)
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Consecrate to Me all the firstborn, whatever opens
the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and beast; it is Mine.” (Exo 13:2)
“And it shall be, when the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as He swore to
you and your fathers, and gives it to you, that you shall set apart to the Lord all that open
the womb, that is, every firstborn that comes from an animal which you have; the males
shall be the Lord’s. But every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb; and if you
will not redeem it, then you shall break its neck. And all the firstborn of man among your
sons you shall redeem. So it shall be, when your son asks you in time to come, saying,
‘What is this?’ that you shall say to him, ‘By strength of hand the Lord brought us out of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage. And it came to pass, when Pharaoh was stubborn about
letting us go, that the Lord killed all the firstborn of man and the firstborn of beast.
Therefore I sacrifice to the Lord all males that open the womb, but all the firstborn of my
sons I redeem.’ It shall be as a sign on your hand and as frontlets between your eyes,
for by strength of hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt.” (Exo 13:11-16)
“All that open the womb are Mine, and every male firstborn among your livestock, whether
ox or sheep. But the firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb. And if you will not
redeem him, then you shall break his neck. All the firstborn of your sons you shall redeem.
And none shall appear before Me empty-handed.” (Exo 34:19-20)
“Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “Now behold, I Myself have taken the Levites from
among the children of Israel instead of every firstborn who opens the womb among the
children of Israel. Therefore the Levites shall be Mine, because all the firstborn are Mine. On
the day that I struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, I sanctified to Myself all the first
born in Israel, both man and beast. They shall be Mine: I AM the Lord.” (Num 3:11-13)
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“Everything that first opens the womb of all flesh, which they bring to the Lord, whether
man or beast, shall be yours; nevertheless the firstborn of man you shall surely redeem,
and the firstborn of unclean animals you shall redeem. And those redeemed of the devoted
things you shall redeem when one month old, according to your valuation, for five shekels
of silver, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, which is twenty gerahs. But the firstborn
of a cow, the firstborn of a sheep, or the firstborn of a goat you shall not redeem; they are
holy. You shall sprinkle their blood on the altar, and burn their fat as an offering made by
fire for a sweet aroma to the Lord. And their flesh shall be yours, just as the wave breast
and the right thigh are yours. All the heave offerings of the holy things, which the children
of Israel offer to the Lord, I have given to you and your sons and daughters with you as an
ordinance forever; it is a covenant of salt forever before the Lord with you and your
descendants with you.” (Num 18:15-19)
“Therefore you shall keep the commandment, the statutes, and the judgments which I
command you today, to observe them. Then it shall come to pass, because you listen to
these judgments, and keep and do them, that the Lord your God will keep with you the
covenant and the mercy which He swore to your fathers. And He will love you and bless you
and multiply you; He will also bless the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your land,
your grain and your new wine and your oil, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of
your flock, in the land of which He swore to your fathers to give you. You shall be blessed
above all peoples; there shall not be a male or female barren among you or among your
livestock.” (Deu 7:11-14)
Now there was a certain man from Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whose name was
Manoah; and his wife was barren and had no children. And the Angel of the Lord appeared
to the woman and said to her, “Indeed now, you are barren and have borne no children, but
you shall conceive and bear a son. Now therefore, please be careful not to drink wine
or similar drink, and not to eat anything unclean. For behold, you shall conceive and bear a
son. And no razor shall come upon his head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the
womb; and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.”
So the woman came and told her husband, saying, “A Man of God came to me, and His
countenance was like the countenance of the Angel of God, very awesome; but I did not ask
Him where He was from, and He did not tell me His name. And He said to me, ‘Behold, you
shall conceive and bear a son. Now drink no wine or similar drink, nor eat anything unclean,
for the child shall be a Nazarite to God from the womb to the day of his death.’ ”
Then Manoah prayed to the Lord, and said, “O my Lord, please let the Man of God whom
You sent come to us again and teach us what we shall do for the child who will be born.”
And God listened to the voice of Manoah, and the Angel of God came to the woman again as
she was sitting in the field; but Manoah her husband was not with her. Then the woman ran
in haste and told her husband, and said to him, “Look, the Man who came to me the other
day has just now appeared to me!” So Manoah arose and followed his wife.
When he came to the Man, he said to Him, “Are You the Man who spoke to this woman?”
And He said, “I am.” Manoah said, “Now let Your words come to pass! What will be the
boy’s rule of life, and his work?” So the Angel of the Lord said to Manoah, “Of all that I said
to the woman let her be careful. She may not eat anything that comes from the vine,
nor may she drink wine or similar drink, nor eat anything unclean. All that I commanded her
let her observe.” (Jud 13:2-14)
“A male child is conceived.” (Job 3:3)
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“Your hands have made me and fashioned me, an intricate unity; yet You would destroy
me. Remember, I pray, that You have made me like clay. And will You turn me into dust
again? Did You not pour me out like milk, and curdle me like cheese, clothe me with skin
and flesh, and knit me together with bones and sinews? You have granted me life and
favor, and Your care has preserved my spirit.” (Job 10:8-12)
“If I have despised the cause of my male or female servant when they complained against
me, what then shall I do when God rises up? When He punishes, how shall I answer Him?
Did not He who made me in the womb make them? Did not the same One fashion us in the
womb?” (Job 31:13-15)
Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb is a reward. Like arrows
in the hand of a warrior, so are the children of one’s youth. Happy is the man who has his
quiver full of them; they shall not be ashamed, but shall speak with their enemies in the
gate. (Psa 127:3-5)
Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the very heart of your house, your children like olive
plants all around your table. Behold, thus shall the man be blessed who fears the Lord.
(Psa 128:3-4)
For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise You,
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows
very well. My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and skillfully
wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed.
And in Your book they all were written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were
none of them. (Psa 139:13-16)
As you do not know what is the way of the wind, or how the bones grow in the womb of her
who is with child, so you do not know the works of God who makes everything. (Ecc 11:5)
“Yet hear me now, O Jacob My servant, and Israel whom I have chosen. Thus says the Lord
who made you and formed you from the womb, who will help you: ‘Fear not, O Jacob
My servant; and you, Jeshurun, whom I have chosen. For I will pour water on him
who is thirsty, and floods on the dry ground; I will pour My Spirit on your descendants,
and My blessing on your offspring; they will spring up among the grass like willows by the
watercourses.’ ” (Isa 44:1-4)
“Remember these, O Jacob, and Israel, for you are My servant; I have formed you, you are
My servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me! I have blotted out, like a thick cloud,
your transgressions, and like a cloud, your sins. Return to Me, for I have redeemed you.”
(Isa 44:21-22)
Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, and He who formed you from the womb: “I AM the
Lord, who makes all things, who stretches out the heavens all alone, who spreads abroad
the earth by Myself; who frustrates the signs of the babblers, and drives diviners mad;
who turns wise men backward, and makes their knowledge foolishness.” (Isa 44:24-25)
“Listen, O coastlands, to Me, and take heed, you peoples from afar! The Lord has called Me
from the womb; from the matrix of My mother He has made mention of My name. And
He has made My mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of His hand He has hidden Me,
and made Me a polished shaft; in His quiver He has hidden Me.”
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“And He said to me, ‘You are My servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’ Then I said,
‘I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and in vain; yet surely my just
reward is with the Lord, and my work with my God.’ And now the Lord says, who formed
Me from the womb to be His Servant, to bring Jacob back to Him, so that Israel is gathered
to Him (For I shall be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and My God shall be My strength),
indeed He says, ‘It is too small a thing that You should be My servant to raise up the tribes
of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a light to the
Gentiles, that You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.” (Isa 49:1-6)
Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying: “Before I formed you in the womb
I knew you; before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the
nations.” (Jer 1:5)
“As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly away like a bird – no birth, no pregnancy, and no
conception! Though they bring up their children, yet I will bereave them to the last man.
Yes, woe to them when I depart from them! Just as I saw Ephraim like Tyre, planted in a
pleasant place, so Ephraim will bring out his children to the murderer.”
Give them, O Lord – what will You give? Give them a miscarrying womb and dry breasts!
“All their wickedness is in Gilgal, for there I hated them. Because of the evil of their deeds I
will drive them from My house; I will love them no more. All their princes are rebellious.
Ephraim is stricken, their root is dried up; they shall bear no fruit. Yes, were they to bear
children, I would kill the darlings of their womb.”
My God will cast them away, because they did not obey Him; and they shall be wanderers
among the nations. (Hos 9:11-17)
“The Lord also brings a charge against Judah, and will punish Jacob according to his ways;
according to his deeds He will recompense him. He took his brother by the heel in the
womb, and in his strength he struggled with God. Yes, he struggled with the Angel and
prevailed; he wept, and sought favor from Him. He found Him in Bethel, and there He spoke
to us – that is, the Lord God of hosts. The Lord is His memorable name. So you, by the help
of your God, return; observe mercy and justice, and wait on your God continually.”
(Hos 12:2-6)

-oOo-

4

