Pomegranate

And out of the ground the Lord God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. (Gen 2:9)

Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and
keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the
garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Gen 2:15-17)

Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord
God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not
eat of every tree of the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, "We may
eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the
midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it,
lest you die.” ” Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die.
For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will
be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he
ate. (Gen 3:1-6)




“You shall make the robe of the ephod all of blue. There shall be an opening for
his head in the middle of it; it shall have a woven binding all around its opening,
like the opening in a coat of mail, so that it does not tear. And upon its hem you
shall make pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet, all around its hem, and
bells of gold between them all around: a golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden
bell and a pomegranate, upon the hem of the robe all around. And it shall be
upon Aaron when he ministers, and its sound will be heard when he goes into the
holy place before the Lord and when he comes out, that he may not die.”

(Exo 28:31-35)

He made the robe of the ephod of woven work, all of blue. And there was an
opening in the middle of the robe, like the opening in a coat of mail, with a woven
binding all around the opening, so that it would not tear. They made on the hem
of the robe pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet, and of fine woven linen.
And they made bells of pure gold, and put the bells between the pomegranates
on the hem of the robe all around between the pomegranates: a bell and a
pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate, all around the hem of the robe to
minister in, as the Lord had commanded Moses. (Exo 39:22-26)

Then they came to the Valley of Eshcol, and there cut down a branch with
one cluster of grapes; they carried it between two of them on a pole. They also
brought some of the pomegranates and figs. The place was called the Valley of
Eshcol, because of the cluster which the men of Israel cut down there. And they
returned from spying out the land after forty days. Now they departed and came
back to Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the children of Israel in the
Wilderness of Paran, at Kedesh; they brought back word to them and to all the
congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. Then they told him, and
said: “We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey,
and this is its fruit.” (Num 13:23-27)

Then the children of Israel, the whole congregation, came into the Wilderness of
Zin in the first month, and the people stayed in Kadesh; and Miriam died there
and was buried there. Now there was no water for the congregation; so they
gathered together against Moses and Aaron. And the people contended with
Moses and spoke, saying: “If only we had died when our brethren died before the
Lord! Why have you brought up the assembly of the Lord into this wilderness,
that we and our animals should die here? And why have you made us come up
out of Egypt, to bring us to this evil place? It is not a place of grain or figs
or vines or pomegranates; nor is there any water to drink.” (Num 20:1-5)

“Every commandment which I command you today you must be careful to
observe, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land of which
the Lord swore to your fathers. And you shall remember that the Lord your God
led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test
you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His
commandments or not.”

“So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you
did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might make you know that man
shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the
mouth of the Lord. Your garments did not wear out on you, nor did your foot
swell these forty years. You should know in your heart that as a man chastens his
son, so the Lord your God chastens you.”

“Therefore you shall keep the commandments of the Lord your God, to walk
in His ways and to fear Him.”




“For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of
water, of fountains and springs, that flow out of valleys and hills; a land of wheat
and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and
honey; a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack
nothing; a land whose stones are iron and out of whose hills you can dig copper.”

“When you have eaten and are full, then you shall bless the Lord your God for the
good land which He has given you. Beware that you do not forget the Lord your
God by not keeping His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I
command you today, lest - when you have eaten and are full, and have built
beautiful houses and dwell in them; and when your herds and your flocks
multiply, and your silver and your gold are multiplied, and all that you have is
multiplied; when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage; who led you
through that great and terrible wilderness, in which were fiery serpents and
scorpions and thirsty land where there was no water; who brought water for you
out of the flinty rock; who fed you in the wilderness with manna, which your
fathers did not know, that He might humble you and that He might test you,
to do you good in the end - then you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might
of my hand have gained me this wealth.” ”

“And you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you power to
get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers,
as it is this day. Then it shall be, if you by any means forget the Lord your God,
and follow other gods, and serve them and worship them, I testify against you
this day that you shall surely perish. As the nations which the Lord destroys
before you, so you shall perish, because you would not be obedient to the voice
of the Lord your God.” (Deu 8:1-20)

The two Bronze Pillars for the Temple

Now King Solomon sent and brought Huram from Tyre. He was the son of a
widow from the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a bronze
worker; he was filled with wisdom and understanding and skill in working with all
kinds of bronze work. So he came to King Solomon and did all his work. And he
cast two pillars of bronze, each one eighteen cubits high, and a line of twelve
cubits measured the circumference of each.

Then he made two capitals of cast bronze, to set on the tops of the pillars. The
height of one capital was five cubits, and the height of the other capital was five
cubits. He made a lattice network, with wreaths of chainwork, for the capitals
which were on top of the pillars: seven chains for one capital and seven for the
other capital. So he made the pillars, and two rows of pomegranates above the
network all around to cover the capitals that were on top; and thus he did for the

other capital.

The capitals which were on top of the pillars in the hall were in the shape of lilies,
four cubits. The capitals on the two pillars also had pomegranates above, by the
convex surface which was next to the network; and there were two hundred such
pomegranates in rows on each of the capitals all around.

Then he set up the pillars by the vestibule of the temple; he set up the pillar on
the right and called its name Jachin {Founding}, and he set up the pillar on the
left and called its name Boaz {Strength}. The tops of the pillars were in the shape
of lilies. So the work of the pillars was finished. (1Ki 7:13-22)



The Sea and the Oxen

And he made the Sea of cast bronze, ten cubits from one brim to the other; it
was completely round. Its height was five cubits, and a line of thirty cubits
measured its circumference. Below its brim were ornamental buds encircling it all
around, ten to a cubit, all the way around the Sea. The ornamental buds were
cast in two rows when it was cast. It stood on twelve oxen: three looking toward
the north, three looking toward the west, three looking toward the south, and
three looking toward the east; the Sea was set upon them, and all their back
parts pointed inward. It was a handbreath thick; and its brim was shaped like the
brim of a cup, like a lily blossom. It contained two thousand baths.

(1Ki 7:23-26 & 2Ch 4:2-5)

Huram made the lavers and the shovels and the bowls. So Huram finished doing
all the work that he was to do for King Solomon for the house of the Lord: the
two pillars, the two bowl-shaped capitals that were on top of the two pillars; the
two networks covering the two bowl-shaped capitals which were on top of the
pillars; four hundred pomegranates for the two networks (two rows of
pomegranates for each network, to cover the two bowl-shaped capitals that were
on top of the pillars); the ten carts, and ten lavers on the carts; one Sea, and
twelve oxen under the Sea; the pots, the shovels, and the bowls. All these
articles which Huram made for King Solomon for the house of the Lord were of
burnished bronze. In the plain of Jordan the king had them cast in clay molds,
between Succoth and Zaretan. And Solomon did not weigh all the articles,
because there were so many; the weight of the bronze was not determined.

(1Ki 7:40-47)

The two pillars, one Sea, and the carts, which Solomon had made for the house of
the Lord, the bronze of all these articles was beyond measure. The height of one
pillar was eighteen cubits, and the capital on it was of bronze. The height of the
capital was three cubits, and the network and pomegranates all around the
capital were all of bronze. The second pillar was the same, with a network.

(2Ki 25:16-17)

capital that was on the top of each of them was five cubits. He made wreaths of
chainwork, as in the inner sanctuary, and put them on top of the pillars; and he
made one hundred pomegranates, and put them on the wreaths of chainwork.
Then he set up the pillars before the temple, one on the right hand and the other
on the left; he called the name of the one on the right hand Jachin, and the name
of the one on the left Boaz. (2Ch 3:15-17)

Then Huram made the pots and the shovels and the bowls. So Huram finished
doing the work that he was to do for King Solomon for the house of God: the two
pillars and the bowl-shaped capitals that were on top of the two pillars; the two
networks covering the two bowl-shaped capitals which were on top of the pillars;
four hundred pomegranates for the two networks (two rows of pomegranates for
each network, to cover the two bowl-shaped capitals that were on the pillars);
he also made carts and the lavers on the carts; one Sea and twelve oxen under
it; also the pots, the shovels, the forks — and all their articles Huram his master
craftsman made of burnished bronze for King Solomon for the house of the Lord.
In the plain of Jordan the king had them cast in clay molds, between Succoth and
Zeredah. And Solomon had all these articles made in such great abundance that
the weight of the bronze was not determined. (2Ch 4:11-18)




The bronze pillars that were in the house of the Lord, and the carts and the
bronze Sea that were in the house of the Lord, the Chaldeans broke in pieces,
and carried all their bronze to Babylon. They also took away the pots, the
shovels, the trimmers, the bowls, the spoons, and all the bronze utensils with
which the priests ministered. The basins, the firepans, the bowls, the pots, the
lampstands, the spoons, and the cups, whatever was solid gold and whatever was
solid silver, the captain of the guard took away. The two pillars, one Sea, the
twelve bronze bulls which were under it, and the carts, which King Solomon had
made for the house of the Lord - the bronze of all these articles was beyond
measure.

Now concerning the pillars: the height of one pillar was eighteen cubits,
a measuring line of twelve cubits could measure its circumference, and its
thickness was four fingers; it was hollow. A capital of bronze was on it; and the
height of one capital was five cubits, with a network and pomegranates all around
the capital, all of bronze. The second pillar, with pomegranates was the same.
There were ninety-six pomegranates on the sides; all the pomegranates, all
around on the network, were one hundred. (Jer 52:17-23)

Mourning for the destruction of the Temple and Israel by Nebuchadnezzar

Awake, you drunkards, and weep; and wail, all you drinkers of wine, because of
the new wine, for it has been cut off from your mouth. For a nation has come up
against My land, strong, and without number; his teeth are the teeth of a lion,
and he has the fangs of a fierce lion, he has laid waste My vine, and ruined My fig
tree; he has stripped it bare and thrown it away; its branches are made white.

Lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband of her youth. The grain
offering and the drink offering have been cut off from the house of the Lord;
the priests mourn, who minister to the Lord. The field is wasted, the land mourns;
for the grain is ruined, the new wine is dried up, the oil fails. Be ashamed, you
farmers, wail, you vinedressers, for the wheat and the barley; because the
harvest of the field has perished. The vine has dried up, and the fig tree has
withered; the pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, and the apple tree - all the
trees of the field are withered; surely joy has withered away from the sons of
men.

Gird yourselves and lament, you priests; wail, you who minister before the altar;
come, lie all night in sackcloth, you who minister to my God; for the grain offering
and the drink offering are withheld from the house of your God. Consecrate
a fast, call a sacred assembly; gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the
land into the house of the Lord your God, and cry out to the Lord.

Alas for the day! For the day of the Lord is at hand; it shall come as destruction
from the Almighty. Is not the food cut off before our eyes, joy and gladness from
the house of God? (Joe 1:5-16)

Remember - what the Lord had said to Solomon regarding the Temple?

And it came to pass, when Solomon had finished building the house of the Lord
and the king’s house, and all Solomon’s desire which he wanted to do, that the
Lord appeared to Solomon the second time, as He had appeared to him at
Gibeon. And the Lord said to him: “I have heard your prayer and your
supplication that you have made before Me; I have consecrated this house which
you have built to put My name there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be
there perpetually.”




“Now if you walk before Me as your father David walked, in integrity of heart and
in uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded you, and if you
keep My statutes and My judgments, then 1 will establish the throne of your
kingdom over Israel forever, as I promised David your father, saying, ‘You shall
not fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.” ”

“But if you or your sons at all turn from following Me, and do not keep
My commandments and My statutes which I have set before you, but go and
serve other gods and worship them, then 1 will cut off Israel from the land which
I have given them; and this house which I have consecrated for My name I will
cast out of My sight.”

“Israel will be a proverb and a byword among all peoples. And as for this house,
which is exalted, everyone who passes by it will be astonished and will hiss, and
say, ‘Why has the Lord done thus to this land and to this house?’ Then they will
answer, ‘Because they forsook the Lord their God, who brought their fathers out
of the land of Egypt, and have embraced other gods, and worshiped them and
served them; therefore the Lord has brought all this calamity on them.””

(1Ki 9:1-9)

And remember - what David had said to Israel and Solomon?

Now David assembled at Jerusalem all the leaders of Israel: the officers of the
tribes and the captains of the divisions who served the king, the captains over
thousands and captains over hundreds, and the stewards over all the substance
and possessions of the king and of his sons, with the officials, the valiant men,
and all the mighty men of valor.

Then King David rose to his feet and said, "Hear me, my brethren and my people:
I had it in my heart to build a house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the
Lord, and for the footstool of our God, and had made preparations to build it.
But God said to me, ‘You shall not build a house for My name, because you have
been a man of war and have shed blood.” However the Lord God of Israel chose
me above all the house of my father to be king over Israel forever, for He has
chosen Judah to be the ruler.”

“And of the house of Judah, the house of my father, and among the sons of my
father, He was pleased with me to make me king over all Israel. And of all my
sons (for the Lord has given me many sons) He has chosen my son Solomon to
sit on the throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel. Now He said to me,
‘It is your son Solomon who shall build My house and My courts; for I have
chosen him to be My son, and I will be his Father. Moreover I will establish his
kingdom forever, if he is steadfast to observe My commandments and MY
judgments, as it is this day.””

“Now therefore, in the sight of all Israel, the assembly of the Lord, and in the
hearing of our God, be careful to seek out all the commandments of the Lord
your God, that you may possess this good land, and leave it as an inheritance for
your children after you forever.”

“As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a
loyal heart and with a willing mind; for the Lord searches all hearts and
understands all the intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will be found by
you; but if you forsake Him, He will cast you off forever. Consider now, for the
Lord has chosen you to build a house for the sanctuary; be strong and do it.”
(1Ch 28:1-10)




And remember - what Moses had said?

“When your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What is the meaning of the
testimonies, the statutes, and the judgments which the lLord our God has
commanded you?’ then you shall say to your son: ‘We were slaves of Pharaoh in
Egypt, and the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand; and the Lord
showed signs and wonders before our eyes, great and severe, against Egypt,
Pharaoh, and all his household. Then He brought us out from there, that He might
bring us in, to give us the land of which He swore to our fathers. And the Lord
commanded us to observe all these statutes, to fear the Lord our God, for our
good always, that He might preserve us alive, as it is this day. Then it will be
righteousness for us, if we are careful to observe all these commandments before
the Lord our God, as He has commanded us.””

“When the Lord your God brings you into the land which you go to possess, and
has cast out many nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the
Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites,
seven nations greater and mightier than you [seven chains!], and when the Lord
your God delivers them over to you, you shall conquer them and utterly destroy
them. You shall make no covenant with them nor show mercy to them.
Nor shall you make marriages with them. You shall not give your
daughter to their son, nor take their daughter for your son. For they will
turn your sons away from following Me, to serve other gods; so the anger
of the Lord will be aroused against you and destroy you suddenly.”

“But thus you shall deal with them: you shall destroy their altars, and break down
their sacred pillars, and cut down their wooden images, and burn their carved
images with fire. For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your
God has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the
peoples on the face of the earth. The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose
you because you were more in number than any other people, for you were the
least of all peoples; but because the Lord loves you, and because He would keep
the oath which He swore to your fathers, the Lord has brought you out with a
mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand of
Pharaoh king of Egypt.”

“Therefore know that the Lord your God, He is God, the faithful God who keeps
covenant and mercy for a thousand generations with those who love Him and
keep His commandments; and He repays those who hate Him to their face,
to destroy them. He will not be slack with him who hates Him; He will repay him
to his face. Therefore you shall keep the commandment, the statutes, and the
judgments which I command you today, to observe them.” (Deu 6:20 - 7:11)

“When you come to the land which the Lord your God is giving you, and possess
it and dwell in it, and say, ‘I will set a king over me like all the nations that are
around me,” you shall surely set a king over you whom the Lord your God
chooses; one from among your brethren you shall set as king over you; you may
not set a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. But he shall not multiply
horses for himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt to multiply horses,
for the Lord has said to you, ‘You shall not return that way again.” ”

“Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he
greatly multiply silver and gold for himself. Also it shall be, when he sits on the
throne of his kingdom, that he shall write for himself a copy of this law in a book,
from the one before the priests, the Levites. And it shall be with him, and he shall
read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God and be
careful to observe all the words of this law and these statutes, that his heart may




not be lifted above his brethren, that he may not turn aside from the
commandment to the right hand or to the left, and that he may prolong his days
in his kingdom, he and his children in the midst of Israel.” (1Ki 17:14-20)

So what did Solomon do?

The weight of gold that came to Solomon yearly was six hundred and sixty-six
talents of gold, besides that from the traveling merchants, from the income of
traders, from all the kings of Arabia, and from the governors of the country. And
King Solomon made two hundred large shields of hammered gold; six hundred
shekels of gold went into each shield. He also made three hundred shields of
hammered gold; three minas of gold went into each shield. The king put them in
the House of the Forest of Lebanon. Moreover the king made a great throne of
ivory, and overlaid it with pure gold.

The throne had six steps, and the top of the throne was round at the back; there
were armrests on either side of the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside
the armrests. Twelve lions stood there, one on each side of the six steps; nothing
like this had been made for any other kingdom.

All King Solomon’s drinking vessels were gold, and all the vessels of the House of
the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. Not one was silver, for this was accounted
as nothing in the days of Solomon. For the king had merchant ships at sea with
the fleet of Hiram. Once every three years the merchant ships came bringing
gold, silver, apes, and monkeys.

So King Solomon surpassed all the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom.
Now all the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God
had put in his heart. Each man brought his present: articles of silver and gold,
garments, armor, spices, horses, and mules, at a set rate year by vyear.
And Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen; he had one thousand four
hundred chariots and twelve thousand horsemen, whom he stationed in the
chariot cities and with the king at Jerusalem. The king made silver as common in
Jerusalem as stones, and he made cedar trees as abundant as the sycamores
which are in the lowland. Also Solomon had horses imported from Egypt and
Keveh; the king’s merchants bought them in Keveh at the current price. Now a
chariot that was imported from Egypt cost six hundred shekels of silver, and a
horse one hundred and fifty; and thus, through their agents, they exported them
to all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Syria.

But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of
Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites -
from the nations of whom the Lord had said to the children of Israel, “You shall
not intermarry with them, nor they with you. Surely they will turn away your
hearts after their gods.”

Solomon clung to these in love. And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and
three hundred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. For it was so,
when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his
heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the heart of his father David.
For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom
the abomination of the Ammonites. Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and
did not fully follow the Lord, as did his father David. Then Solomon built a high
place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, on the hill that is east of Jerusalem,
and for Molech the abomination of the people of Ammon. And he did likewise for
all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods.




So the Lord became angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned from the
Lord God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, and had commanded him
concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods; but he did not keep
what the Lord had commanded. Therefore the Lord said to Solomon, “Because
you have done this, and have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which I
have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to
your servant. Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for the sake of your father
David; I will tear it out of the hand of your son. However I will not tear away the
whole kingdom; I will give one tribe to your son for the sake of My servant David,
and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen.” (1Ki 10:14 - 11:13)

The Command to rebuild the Temple — after the 70y exile in Babylon

In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on the first day of the
month, the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son
of Sheatiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high
priest, saying, “Thus speaks the Lord of hosts, saying: ‘This people says,
“The time has not come, the time that the Lord’s house should be built.” " ”

Then the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying, “Is it time for you
yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, and this temple to lie in ruins?”
Now therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts: “Consider your ways! You have sown
much, and bring in little; you eat, but do not have enough; you drink, but you are
not filled with drink; you clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; and he who
earns wages, earns wages to put into a bag with holes.”

Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Consider your ways! Go up to the mountains and
bring wood and build the temple, that I may take pleasure in it and be glorified,”
says the Lord. “You looked for much, but indeed it came to little; and when you
brought it home, I blew it away. Why?” says the Lord of hosts. “Because of
My house that is in ruins, while every one of you runs to his own house. Therefore
the heavens above you withhold the dew, and the earth withholds its fruit. For I
called for a drought on the land and the mountains, on the grain and the new
wine and the oil, on whatever the ground brings forth, on men and livestock, and
on all the labor of your hands.”

Then Zerubbabel the son of Sheatiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high
priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God,
and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their God had sent him; and the
people feared the presence of the Lord. Then Haggai, the Lord’s messenger,
spoke the Lord’s message to the people, saying, ‘I AM with you,’ says the Lord.”
So the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Sheatiel, governor
of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the
spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and worked on the house
of the Lord of hosts, their God, on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month, in
the second year of King Darius.

In the seventh month, on the twenty-first of the month, the word of the Lord
came by Haggai the prophet, saying: “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of
Sheatiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest,
and to the remnant of the people, saying: ‘Who is left among you who saw this
temple in its former glory? And how do you see it how? In comparison with it,
is this not in your eyes as nothing? Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,” says
the Lord; ‘and be strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be
strong, all you people of the land,” says the Lord, ‘and work; for I AM with you,’
says the Lord of hosts. ['I AM with you’, sounds like Exo 3:14!]




‘According to the word that I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt,
so My Spirit remains among you; do not fear!” For thus says the Lord of hosts:
‘Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry
land; and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations,
and I will fill this temple with glory,” says the Lord of hosts. ‘The silver is Mine,
and the gold is Mine,” says the Lord of hosts. The glory of this latter temple shall
be greater than the former,” says the Lord of hosts. ‘And in this place I will give
peace,” says the Lord of hosts.”

On the twenty-fourth day of the nineth month, in the second year of Darius, the
word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying, “Thus says the Lord of
hosts: Now, ask the priests concerning the law, saying, ‘'If one carries holy meat
in the fold of his garment, and with the edge he touches bread or stew, wine or
oil, or any food, will it become holy?” ” Then the priests answered and said, “No.”
And Haggai said, “If one who is unclean because of a dead body touches any of
these, will it be unclean?” So the priests answered and said, “It shall be
unclean.” Then Haggai answered and said, “So is this people, and so is this
nation before Me,” says the Lord, “and so is every work of their hands; and what
they offer there is unclean. And now, carefully consider from this day forward:
from before stone was laid upon stone in the temple of the Lord - since those
days, when one came to a heap of twenty ephahs, there were but ten; when one
came to the wine vat to draw out fifty baths from the press, there were but
twenty. I struck you with blight and mildew and hail in all the labors of your
hands; yet you did not turn to Me,” says the Lord. “Consider now from this day
forward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, from the day that the
foundation of the Lord’s temple was laid - consider it: Is the seed still in the
barn? As yet the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have not
yielded fruit. But from this day I will bless you.”

And again the word of the Lord came to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the
month, saying, “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying: ‘I will shake
heaven and earth. I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms; I will destroy the
strength of the Gentile kingdoms. I will overthrow the chariots and those who ride
in them; the horses and their riders shall come down, every one by the sword of
his brother. In that day,” says the Lord of hosts, ‘I will take you, Zerubbabel My
servant, the son of Shealtiel,” says the Lord, ‘and will make you like a signet
ring; for I have chosen you,” ” says the Lord of hosts.” (Hag 1:1 - 2:23)

And when the seventh month had come, and the children of Israel were in the
cities, the people gathered together as one man to Jerusalem. Then Jeshua the
son of Jozadak and his brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel
and his brethren, arose and built the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt
offerings on it, as it is written in the Law of Moses the man of God. Though fear
had come upon them because of the people of those countries, they set the altar
on its bases; and they offered burnt offerings on it to the Lord, both the morning
and evening burnt offerings. They also kept the Feast of Tabernacles, as it is
written, and offered the daily burnt offerings in the number required by ordinance
for each day. Afterwards they offered the regular burnt offering, and those for
New Moons and for all the appointed feasts of the Lord that were consecrated,
and those of everyone who willingly offered a freewill offering to the Lord. From
the first day of the seventh month they began to offer burnt offerings to the Lord,
although the foundation of the temple of the Lord had not been laid.

They also gave money to the masons and the carpenters, and food, drink, and oil
to the people of Sidon and Tyre to bring cedar logs from Lebanon to the sea, to
Joppa, according to the permission which they had from Cyrus king of Persia.
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Now in the second month of the second year of their coming to the house of God
at Jerusalem, Zerubbabel the son of Sheatiel, Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the
rest of their brethren the priests and the Levites, and all those who had come out
of the captivity to Jerusalem, began work and appointed the Levites from twenty
years old and above to oversee the work of the house of the Lord. Then Jeshua
with his sons and brothers, Kadmiel with his sons, and the sons of Judah, arose
as one to oversee those working on the house of God: the sons of Henadad with
their sons and their brethren the Levites.

When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, the priests stood
in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals,
to praise the Lord, according to the ordinance of David king of Israel. And they
sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the Lord:

“For He is good, for His mercy endures forever toward Israel.”

Then all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the lLord,
because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. But many of the priests
and Levites and heads of the fathers’ houses, old men who had seen the first
temple, wept with a loud voice when the foundation of this temple was laid before
their eyes. Yet many shouted aloud for joy, so that the people could not discern
the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people, for the
people shouted with a loud shout, and the sound was heard afar off. (Ezr 3:1-13)

Then the prophet Haggai and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophets, prophesied to
the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel, who
was over them. So Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak
rose up and began to build the house of God which is in Jerusalem; and the
prophets of God with them, helping them. (Ezr 5:1-2)

Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord,
and Satan standing at his right hand to oppose him. And the Lord said to Satan,
“The Lord rebuke you, Satan! The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you!
Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?” Now Joshua was clothed with filthy
garments, and was standing before the Angel. Then He answered and spoke to
those who stood before Him, saying, “"Take away the filthy garments from him.”
And to him He said, “See, I have removed your iniquity from you, and I will
clothe you with rich robes.” And I said, “Let them put a clean turban on his
head.” So they put a clean turban on his head, and they put the clothes on him.
And the Angel of the Lord stood by.

Then the Angel of the Lord admonished Joshua, saying, “Thus says the Lord of
hosts: 'If you will walk in My ways, and if you will keep My command, then you
shall also judge My house, and likewise have charge of My courts; I will give you
places to walk among these who stand here. Hear, O Joshua, the high priest, you
and your companions who sit before you, for they are a wondrous sign; for
behold, I AM bringing forth My Servant the BRANCH. For behold, the stone that I
have laid before Joshua: Upon the stone are seven eyes. Behold, I will engrave its
inscription,” says the Lord of hosts, ‘and I will remove the iniquity of that land in
one day. In that day,” says the Lord of hosts, ‘everyone will invite his neighbor
under his vine and under his fig tree.” ”

Now the angel who talked with me came back and wakened me, as a man who is
wakened out of his sleep. And he said to me, “What do you see?” So I said,
“I am looking, and there is a lampstand of solid gold with a bowl on top of it, and
on the stand seven lamps with seven pipes to the seven lamps. Two olive trees
are by it, one at the right of the bowl and the other at its left.” So I answered
and spoke to the angel who talked with me, saying, “What are these, my lord?”
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Then the angel who talked with me answered and said to me, “"Do you not know
what these are?” And I said, "No, my lord.” So he answered and said to me:
“This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by
My Spirit,” says the Lord of hosts. ‘Who are you, O great mountain? Before
Zerubbabel you shall become a plain! And he shall bring forth the capstone with
shouts of “Grace, grace to it!” " ”

Moreover the word of the Lord came to me, saying: “The hands of Zerubbabel
have laid the foundations of this temple; his hands shall also finish it. Then you
will know that the Lord of hosts has sent Me to you. For who has despised the day
of small things? For these seven rejoice to see the plumb line in the hand of
Zerubbabel. They are the eyes of the Lord, which scan to and fro throughout the
whole earth.”

Then I answered and said to him, "What are these two olive trees - at the right of
the lampstand and at its left?” And I further answered and said to him, “What
are these two olive branches that drip into the receptacles of the two gold pipes
from which the golden oil drains?” Then he answered me and said, “"Do you not
know what these are?” And I said, "No, my lord.” So he said, “"These are the two
anointed ones, who stand beside the Lord of the whole earth.” (Zec 3:1 - 4:14)

Again the word of the Lord of hosts came, saying, “Thus says the Lord of hosts:
‘I AM zealous for Zion with great zeal; with great fervor I AM zealous for her.’
Thus says the Lord: ‘I will return to Zion, and dwell in the midst of Jerusalem.
Jerusalem shall be called the City of Truth, the Mountain of the Lord of hosts, the
Holy Mountain.” Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Old men and old women shall again
sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each one with his staff in his hand because of
great age. The streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in its
streets.” Thus say the Lord of hosts: ‘If it is marvelous in the eyes of the remnant
of this people in these days, will it also be marvelous in My eyes?’ says the Lord
of hosts.”

“Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Behold, I will save My people from the land of the
east and from the land of the west; I will bring them back, and they shall dwell in
the midst of Jerusalem. They shall be My people and I will be their God, in truth
and righteousness.” Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Let your hands be strong, you
who have been hearing in these days these words by the mouth of the prophets,
who spoke in the day the foundation was laid for the house of the Lord of hosts,
that the temple might be built. For before these days there were no wages for
man nor any hire for beast; there was no peace from the enemy for whoever
went out or came in; for I set all men, everyone, against his neighbor. But now
I will not treat the remnant of this people as in the former days,” says the Lord of
hosts. ‘For the seed shall be prosperous, the vine shall give its fruit, the ground
shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give their dew - I will cause the
remnant of this people to possess all these. And it shall come to pass that just as
you were a curse among the nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, so I
will save you, and you shall be a blessing. Do not fear, let your hands be strong.’
For thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Just as I determined to punish you when your
fathers provoked Me to wrath,” says the Lord of hosts, ‘and I would not relent,
so again in these days I AM determined to do good to Jerusalem and to the house
of Judah. Do not fear. These are the things you shall do: Speak each man the
truth to his neighbor; give judgment in your gates for truth, justice, and peace;
let none of you think evil in your heart against your neighbor; and do not love a
false oath. For all these are things that I hate,” says the Lord.” (Zec 8:1-17)
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So the elders of the Jews built, and they prospered through the prophesying of
Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they built and finished it,
according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the
command of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia.

Now the temple was finished on the third day of the month of Adar, which was in
the sixth year of the reign of King Darius. Then the children of Israel, the priests
and the Levites and the rest of the descendants of the captivity, celebrated the
dedication of this house of God with joy.

And they offered sacrifices at the dedication of this house of God, one hundred
bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred lambs, and as a sin offering for all Israel
twelve male goats, according to the number of the tribes of Israel. They assigned
the priests to their divisions and the Levites to their divisions, over the service of
God in Jerusalem, as it is written in the Book of Moses.

And the descendants of the captivity kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of
the first month. For the priests and the Levites had purified themselves; all of
them were ritually clean. And they slaughtered the Passover lambs for all the
descendants of the captivity, for their brethren the priests and for themselves.

Then the children of Israel who had returned from the captivity ate together with
all who had separated themselves from the filth of the nations of the land in order
to seek the Lord God of Israel. And they kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread
seven days with joy; for the Lord made them joyful, and turned the heart of the
king of Assyria toward them, to strengthen their hands in the work of the house
of God, the God of Israel. (Ezr 6:14-22)

The Marriage of the Lamb

They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb,
saying: “Great and marvellous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true
are Your ways, O King of the saints! Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify
Your name? For You are holy. For all nations shall come and worship before You,
for Your judgments have been manifested.” (Rev 15:3-4)

Then a voice came from the throne, saying, “Praise our God, all you His servants
and those who fear Him, both small and great!”

And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many
waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord
God Omnipotent reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.”

And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine
linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are
those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!" ” And he said to me,
“These are the true sayings of God.”

And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See that you do not do
that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of
Jesus.”

“Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
(Rev 19:5-10)
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