Pilate
Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor
of Judea (! AD26-36), Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of
Iturea and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, while Annas and
Caiaphas were high priests, the word of God came to John the son of Zacharias in the
wilderness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the remission of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah
the prophet, saying:
"The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths straight. Every valley
shall be filled and every mountain and hill brought low; the crooked
places shall be made straight and the rough ways smooth; and all flesh
shall see the salvation of God.' " (Luk 3:1-6)
Now Peter sat outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came to him, saying, "You also
were with Jesus of Galilee." But he denied it before them all, saying,
"I do not know what you are saying."
And when he had gone out to the gateway, another girl saw him and said to those who
were there, "This fellow also was with Jesus of Nazareth." But again he denied with an
oath, "I do not know the Man!"
And a little later those who stood by came up and said to Peter, "Surely you also are one
of them, for your speech betrays you." Then he began to curse and swear, saying,
"I do not know the Man!" Immediately a rooster crowed.
And Peter remembered the word of Jesus who had said to him, "Before the rooster
crows, you will deny Me three times." So he went out and wept bitterly. (Mat 27:69-75)
When morning came, all the chief priests and elders of the people plotted against Jesus
to put Him to death. And when they had bound Him, they led Him away and delivered Him
to Pontius Pilate the governor. (Mat 27:1-2)
Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been condemned, was remorseful and
brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying,
"I have sinned by betraying innocent blood."
And they said, "What is that to us? You see to it!"
Then he threw down the pieces of silver in the temple and departed, and went and
hanged himself. But the chief priests took the silver pieces and said, "It is not lawful to
put them into the treasury, because they are the price of blood." And they consulted
together and bought with them the potter's field, to bury strangers in. Therefore that
field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. (Mat 27:3-8)
Then I said to them, "If it is agreeable to you, give me my wages; and if not, refrain."
So they weighed out for my wages thirty pieces of silver. And the Lord said to me,
"Throw it to the potter" - that princely price they set on me. So I took the thirty pieces
of silver and threw them into the house of the Lord for the potter. (Zec 11:12-13)
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Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, "Are You the
King of the Jews?" Jesus said to him, "It is as you say." And while He was being accused
by the chiefs priests and elders, He answered nothing. Then Pilate said to Him, "Do You
hear how many things they testify against You?" But He answered him not one word, so
that the governor marveled greatly. (Mat 27:11-14)
Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to releasing to the multitude one
prisoner whom they wished. And at that time they had a notorious prisoner called
Barabbas. Therefore, when they had gathered together, Pilate said to them, "Whom do
you want me to release to you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?"
For he knew that they had handed Him over because of envy. While he was sitting on the
judgment seat, his wife sent to him, saying, "Have nothing to do with that just Man, for
I have suffered many things today in a dream because of Him." But the chief priests and
elders persuaded the multitudes that they should ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus.
The governor answered and said to them, "Which of the two do you want me to release
to you?" They said, "Barabbas!"
Pilate said to them, "What then shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?" They all said
to him, "Let Him be crucified!"
Then the governor said, "Why, what evil has He done?" But they cried out all the more,
saying, "Let Him be crucified!"
When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather that a tumult was rising, he
took water and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, "I am innocent of the
blood of this just Person. You see to it." And all the people answered and said, "His blood
be on us and on our children." Then he released Barabbas to them; and when he had
scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified. (Mat 27:15-26)
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: "You shall also make a laver of bronze, with its
base also of bronze, for washing. You shall put it between the tabernacle of meeting and
the altar. And you shall put water in it, for Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and
their feet in water from it. When they go into the tabernacle of meeting, or when they
come near the altar to minister, to burn an offering made by fire to the Lord, they shall
wash with water, lest they die. So they shall wash their hands and their feet, lest they
die. And it shall be a statute forever to them - to him and his descendants throughout
their generations." (Exo 30:17-21)
So when the centurion and those with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake
and the things that had happened, they feared greatly, saying, "Truly this was the Son
of God!" (Mat 27:54)
Now when evening had come, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who
himself had also become a disciple of Jesus. This man went to Pilate and asked for the
body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be given to him. (Mat 27:57-58)
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Then the multitude, crying aloud, began to ask him to do just as he had always done for
them. But Pilate answered them, saying, "Do you want me to release to you the King of
the Jews?" For he knew that the chief priests had handed Him over because of envy.
But the chief priests stirred up the crowd, so that he should rather release Barabbas to
them. Pilate answered and said to them again, "What then do you want me to do with Him
whom you call the King of the Jews?" So they cried out again, "Crucify Him!"
Then Pilate said to them, "Why, what evil has He done?" But they cried out all the more,
"Crucify Him!" So Pilate, wanting to gratify the crowd, released Barabbas to them; and
he delivered Jesus, after he had scourged Him, to be crucified. (Mar 15:8-15)
So when the centurion, who stood opposite him, saw that He cried out like this and
breathed His last, he said, "Truly this Man was the Son of God!" (Mar 15:39)
Now when evening had come, because it was the Preparation Day, that is, the day before
the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent council member, who was himself waiting
for the kingdom of God, coming and taking courage, went in to Pilate and asked for the
body of Jesus. Pilate marveled that He was already dead; and summoning the centurion,
he asked him if He had been dead for some time. So when he found out from the
centurion, he granted the body to Joseph. (Mar 15:42-45)

Then the whole multitude of them arose and led Him to Pilate. And they began to accuse
Him, saying, "We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to pay taxes to
Caesar, saying that He Himself is Christ, a King." Then Pilate asked Him, saying, "Are You
the King of the Jews?" He answered him and said, "It is as you say." So Pilate said to the
chief priests and the crowd, "I find no fault in this Man." But they were the more
fierce, saying, "He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, beginning from
Galilee to this place." When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked if the Man were a Galilean.
And as soon as he knew that He belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod,
who was also in Jerusalem at that time. (Luk 23:1-7)
Then Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people,
said to them, "You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the people. And
indeed, having examined Him in your presence, I have found no fault in this Man
concerning those things of which you accuse Him; no neither did Herod, for I sent you
back to him; and indeed nothing deserving of death has been done by Him. I will
therefore chastise Him and release Him" (for it was necessary for him to release one to
them at the feast). And they all cried out at once, saying, "Away with this Man, and
release to us Barabbas" - who had been thrown into prison for a certain rebellion made in
the city, and for murder. Pilate, therefore, wishing to release Jesus, again called out to
them. But they shouted, saying, "Crucify Him, crucify Him!"
Then he said to them a third time, "Why, what evil has He done? I have found no reason
for death in Him. I will therefore chastise Him and let Him go." But they were insistent,
demanding with loud voices that He be crucified. And the voices of these men and of the
chief priests prevailed. So Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they requested. And
he released to them the one they requested, who for rebellion and murder had been
thrown into prison; but he delivered Jesus to their will. (Luk 23:13-25)
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So when the centurion saw what had happened, he glorified God, saying, "Certainly this
was a righteous Man!" (Luk 23:47)
Now behold, there was a man named Joseph, a council member, a good and just man. He
had not consented to their decision and deed. He was from Arimathea, a city of the
Jews, who himself was also waiting for the kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and
asked for the body of Jesus. (Luk 23:50-52)

Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But they
themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they
might eat the Passover. Pilate then went out to them and said, "What accusation do you
bring against this Man?" They answered and said to him, "If He were not an evildoer, we
would not have delivered Him up to you." Then Pilate said to them, "You take Him and
judge Him according to your law." Therefore the Jews said to him, "It is not lawful for
us to put anyone to death," that the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke,
signifying by what death He would die.
Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, "Are You the
King of the Jews?" Jesus answered him, "Are you speaking for yourself about this, or
did others tell you this concerning Me?" Pilate answered, "Am I a Jew? Your own nation
and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What have You done?" Jesus answered,
"My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would
fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from
here." Pilate therefore said to Him, "Are You a king then?" Jesus answered, "You say
rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into
the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears
My voice." Pilate said to Him, "What is truth?" And when he had said this, he went out
again to the Jews, and said to them, "I find no fault in Him at all. But you have a custom
that I should release someone to you at the Passover. Do you therefore want me to
release to you the King of the Jews?" They all cried again, saying, "Not this Man, but
Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a robber. (Joh 18:28-40)
So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him. And the soldiers twisted a crown of thorns
and put it on His head, and they put on Him a purple robe. Then they said, "Hail, King of
the Jews!" And they struck Him with their hands. Pilate then went out again, and said to
them, "Behold, I am bringing Him out to you, that you may know that I find no fault in
Him." Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate
said to them, "Behold the Man!" Therefore, when the chief priests and officers saw Him,
they cried out, saying, "Crucify Him, crucify Him!" Pilate said to them, "You take Him and
crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him." The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and
according to our law He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God."
Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid, and went again into
the Praetorium, and said to Jesus, "Where are You from?" But Jesus gave him no
answer. Then Pilate said to Him, "Are You not speaking to me? Do You not know that I
have power to crucify You, and power to release You?" Jesus answered, "You could have
no power at all against Me unless it had been given you from above. Therefore the one
who delivered Me to you has the greater sin." (Joh 19:1-11)
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From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, "If you let
this Man go, you are not Caesar's friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks against
Caesar." When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out and sat down in
the judgment seat in a place that is called The Pavement, but in Hebrew Gabbatha.
Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth hour. And he said
to the Jews, "Behold your King!" But they cried out, "Away with Him, away with Him!
Crucify Him!" Pilate said to them, "Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests
answered, "We have no king but Caesar!" Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified.
Then they took Jesus and led Him away. (Joh 19:12-16)
Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, and said
to him, "Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now make us a king to
judge us like all the nations." But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, "Give us a
king to judge us." So Samuel prayed to the Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel,
"Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not
rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them.
According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought
them up out of Egypt, even to this day - with which they have forsaken Me and
served other gods - so they are doing to you also. Now therefore, heed their voice.
However, you shall solemnly forewarn them, and show them the behaviour of the
king who will reign over them." (1Sa 8:4-9)
And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a skull, which is called
in Hebrew, Golgotha, where they crucified Him, and two others with Him, one on each
side, and Jesus in the center. Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. And the
writing was: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.
Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near
the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. Therefore the chief priests of
the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not write, 'The King of the Jews,' but, 'He said, "I am the
King of the Jews." ' " Pilate answered, "What I have written, I have written."
(Joh 19:17-22)
Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain on the
cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that
their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then the soldiers came
and broke the legs of the first and of the other who was crucified with Him. But when
they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. But
one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came
out. And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he
is telling the truth, so that you may believe. For these things were done that the
Scripture should be fulfilled, "Not one of His bones shall be broken."
And again another Scripture says, "They shall look on Him whom they pierced."
(Joh 19:31-37)
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After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the
Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate gave him
permission. So he came and took the body of Jesus. And Nicodemus, who at first came
to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred
pounds. Then they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen with the spices,
as the custom of the Jews is to bury. Now in the place where He was crucified there
was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So there
they laid Jesus, because of the Jews' Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby.
(Joh 19:38-42)
Now as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the people ran
together to them in the porch which is called Solomon's, greatly amazed. So when Peter
saw it, he responded to the people: "Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why
look so intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man
walk? The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His
servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was
determined to let Him go. But you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a
murderer to be granted to you, and killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from the
dead, of which we are witnesses. And His name, through faith in His name, has made this
man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given
him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. Yet now, brethren, I know that
you did it in ignorance, as did also your rulers. But those things which God foretold by
the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled."
(Act 3:11-18)
But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
patience, gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you
were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many
witnesses. I urge you in the sight of God who gives life to all things, and before Christ
Jesus who witnessed the good confession before Pontius Pilate, that you keep this
commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ's appearing, which He
will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings
and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no
man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen. (1Ti 6:11-16)
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