Phinehas
“The hand of our God is upon all those for good who seek Him, but His power and
His wrath are against all those who forsake Him.” (Ezr 8:22)
Aaron and his sons
Aaron took to himself Elisheba, daughter of Amminadab, sister of Nahshon, as
wife; and she bore him Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. Eleazar, Aaron’s son,
took for himself one of the daughters of Putiel as wife; and she bore him
Phinehas. (Exo 6:23,25)
Now He said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu,
and seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship from afar. And Moses alone shall
come near the Lord, but they shall not come near; nor shall the people go up with
him.” (Exo 24:1-2)
Then Moses went up, also Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of
Israel, and they saw the God of Israel. And there was under His feet as it were a
paved work of sapphire stone, and it was like the very heavens in its clarity. But
on the nobles of the children of Israel He did not lay His hand. So they saw God,
and they ate and drank. (Exo 24:9-11)
“Now take Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of
Israel, that he may minister to Me as priest, Aaron and Aaron’s sons:
Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. And you shall make holy garments for
Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty. So you shall speak to all who are
gifted artisans, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make
Aaron’s garments, to consecrate him, that he may minister to Me as priest.
And these are the garments which they shall make: a breastplate, an ephod,
a robe, a skillfully woven tunic, a turban, and a sash. So they shall make holy
garments for Aaron your brother and his sons, that he may minister to Me
as priest.” (Exo 28:1-4)
“For Aaron’s sons you shall make tunics, and you shall make sashes for them.
And you shall make hats for them, for glory and beauty. So you shall put them on
Aaron your brother and on his sons with him. You shall anoint them, consecrate
them, and sanctify them, that they may minister to Me as priests. And you shall
make for them linen trousers to cover their nakedness; they shall reach from the
waist to the thighs. They shall be on Aaron and on his sons when they come into
the tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister in the
holy place, that they do not incur iniquity and die. It shall be a statute forever to
him and his descendants after him.” (Exo 28:40-43)
The altar of incense
“You shall make an altar to burn incense on; you shall make it of acacia wood.
A cubit shall be its length and a cubit its width – it shall be square – and two
cubits shall be its height. Its horns shall be of one piece with it. And you shall
overlay its top, its sides all around, and its horns with pure gold; and you shall
make for it a molding of gold all around. Two gold rings you shall make for it,
under the molding on both its sides. You shall place them on its two sides, and
they will be holders for the poles with which to bear it. You shall make the poles
of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold. And you shall put it before the veil
that is before the ark of the Testimony, before the mercy seat that is over the
Testimony, where I will meet with you. Aaron shall burn on it sweet incense every
morning; when he tends the lamps, he shall burn incense on it. And when Aaron
lights the lamps at twilight, he shall burn incense on it, a perpetual incense before
the Lord throughout your generations. You shall not offer strange incense on it, or
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a burnt offering, or a grain offering; nor shall you pour a drink offering on it. And
Aaron shall make atonement upon its horns once a year with the blood of the sin
offering of atonement; once a year he shall make atonement upon it throughout
your generations. It is most holy to the Lord.” (Exo 30:1-10)
The incense
And the Lord said to Moses: “Take sweet spices, stacte and onycha and
galbanum, and pure frankincense with these sweet spices; there shall be equal
amounts of each. You shall make of these an incense, a compound according to
the art of the perfumer, salted, pure, and holy. And you shall beat some of it very
fine, and put some of it before the Testimony in the tabernacle of meeting where
I will meet with you. It shall be most holy to you. But as for the incense which
you shall make, you shall not make any for yourselves, according to its
composition. It shall be to you holy for the Lord. Whoever makes any like it, to
smell it, he shall be cut off from his people.” (Exo 30:34-38)
Nadab and Abihu
Then Aaron lifted his hand toward the people, blessed them, and came down from
offering the sin offering, the burnt offering, and peace offerings. And Moses and
Aaron went into the tabernacle of meeting, and came out and blessed the people.
Then the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people, and fire came out from
before the Lord and consumed the burnt offering and the fat on the altar. When
all the people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces. Then Nadab and Abihu,
the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and
offered profane fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded them. So fire
went out from the Lord and devoured them, and they died before the Lord. And
Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord spoke, saying: ‘By those who come
near Me I must be regarded as holy; and before all the people I must be
glorified.’ ” So Aaron held his peace. (Lev 9:22 - 10:3)
Aaron - the appointed High Priest - who burns incense
And Aaron shall bring the bull of the sin offering, which is for himself, and make
atonement for himself and for his house, and shall kill the bull as the sin offering
which is for himself. Then he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from
the altar before the Lord, with his hands full of sweet incense beaten fine, and
bring it inside the veil. And he shall put the incense on the fire before the Lord,
that the cloud of incense may cover the mercy seat that is on the Testimony, lest
he die. He shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger
on the mercy seat on the east side; and before the mercy seat he shall sprinkle
some of the blood with his finger seven times.” (Lev 16:11-14)
“The appointed duty of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest is the oil for the light,
the sweet incense, the daily grain offering, the anointing oil, the oversight of all
the tabernacle, of all that is in it, with the sanctuary and its furnishing.”
(Num 4:16)
The rebellion against Moses and Aaron
Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and
Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Rueben, took men;
and they rose up before Moses with some of the children of Israel, two hundred
and fifty leaders of the congregation, representatives of the congregation, men of
renown. They gathered together against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “You
take too much upon yourselves, for all the congregation is holy, every one of
them, and the Lord is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the
assembly of the Lord?” So when Moses heard it, he fell on his face; and he spoke
to Korah and all his company, saying, “Tomorrow morning the Lord will show who
is His and who is holy, and will cause him to come near to Him. That one whom
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He chooses He will cause to come near to Him. Do this: Take censers, Korah and
all your company; put fire in them and put incense in them before the Lord
tomorrow, and it shall be that the man whom the Lord chooses is the holy one.
You take too much upon yourselves, you sons of Levi!” (Num 16:1-7)
And Moses said to Korah, “Tomorrow, you and all your company be present
before the Lord – you and they, as well as Aaron. Let each take his censer and
put incense in it, and each of you bring his censer before the Lord, two hundred
and fifty censers; both you and Aaron, each with his censer.” So every man took
his censer, put fire in it, laid incense on it, and stood at the door of the tabernacle
of meeting with Moses and Aaron. And Korah gathered all the congregation
against them at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. Then the glory of the Lord
appeared to all the congregation. And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying,
“Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may consume them in
a moment.” (Num 16:16-21)
Now it came to pass, as he finished speaking all these words, that the ground
split apart under them, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up,
with their households and all the men of Korah, with all their goods. So they and
all those with them went down alive into the pit; the earth closed over them, and
they perished from among the assembly. Then all Israel who were around them
fled at their cry, for they said, “Lest the earth swallow us up also!” And a fire
came out from the Lord and consumed the two hundred and fifty men who were
offering incense.
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “Tell Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest,
to pick up the censers out of the blaze, for they are holy, and scatter the fire
some distance away. The censers of these men who sinned against their own
souls, let them be made into hammered plates as a covering for the altar.
Because they presented them before the Lord, therefore they are holy; and they
shall be a sign to the children of Israel.”
So Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers, which those who were burned up
had presented, and they were hammered out as a covering on the altar, to be a
memorial to the children of Israel that no outsider, who is not a descendant of
Aaron, should come near to offer incense before the Lord, that he might not
become like Korah and his companions, just as the Lord had said to him through
Moses. (Num 16:31-40)
The people complain yet again!
On the next day all the congregation of the children of Israel complained against
Moses and Aaron, saying, “You have killed the people of the Lord.”
Now it happened, when the congregation had gathered against Moses and Aaron,
that they turned toward the tabernacle of meeting; and suddenly the cloud
covered it, and the glory of the Lord appeared. Then Moses and Aaron came
before the tabernacle of meeting. And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,
“Get away from among this congragation, that I may consume them in a
moment.” And they fell on their faces. So Moses said to Aaron, “Take a censer
and put fire in it from the altar, put incense on it, and take it quickly to the
congregation and make atonement for them; for wrath has gone out from the
Lord. The plague has begun.” Then Aaron took it as Moses commanded, and ran
into the midst of the assembly; and already the plague had begun among the
people. So he put in the incense and made atonement for the people. And he
stood between the dead and the living; so the plague was stopped. Now those
who died in the plague were fourteen thousand seven hundred, besides those
who died in the Korah incident. So Aaron returned to Moses at the door of the
tabernacle of meeting, for the plague had stopped. (Num 16:41-50)
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Now these are the records of Aaron and Moses when the Lord spoke with Moses
on Mount Sinai. And these are the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab, the
firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. These are the names of the sons of
Aaron, the anointed priests, whom he consecrated to minister as priests. Nadab
and Abihu had died before the Lord when they offered profane fire before the
Lord in the Wilderness of Sinai; and they had no children. So Eleazar and Ithamar
ministered as priests in the presence of Aaron their father. (Num 3:1-4)
“So the priest shall make atonement for the person who sins unintentionally,
when he sins unintentionally before the Lord, to make atonement for him; and
it shall be forgiven him. You shall have one law for him who sins unintentionally,
for him who is native-born among the children of Israel and for the stranger who
dwells among them. But the person who does anything presumptuously, whether
he is native-born or a stranger, that one brings reproach on the Lord, and he
shall be cut off from among his people. Because he has despised the word of the
Lord, and has broken His commandment, that person shall be completely cut off;
his guilt shall be upon him.” (Num 15:28-31)
“Now the man who acts presumptuously and will not heed the priest who stands
to minister there before the Lord your God, or the judge, that man shall die.
So you shall put away the evil from Israel. And all the people shall hear and fear,
and no longer act presumptuously.” (Deu 17:12-13)
Jesus Christ is our High Priest
Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High
Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the
heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord
erected, and not man. (Heb 8:1-2)
But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and
more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation.
Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the
Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. (Heb 9:11-12)

Phinehas - son of Eleazar
Now Israel remained in Acacia Grove, and the people began to commit harlotry
with the women of Moab. They invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods,
and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. So Israel was joined to Baal of
Peor, and the anger of the Lord was aroused against Israel. Then the Lord said to
Moses, “Take all the leaders of the people and hang the offenders before the
Lord, out in the sun, that the fierce anger of the Lord may turn away from Israel.”
So Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Every one of you kill his men who were
joined to Baal of Peor.” And indeed, one of the children of Israel came and
presented to his brethren a Midianite woman in the sight of Moses and in the
sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel, who were weeping at the
door of the tabernacle of meeting.
Now when Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he
rose from among the congregation and took a javelin in his hand; and he went
after the man of Israel into the tent and thrust both of them through, the man of
Israel, and the woman through her body. So the plague was stopped among the
children of Israel. And those who died in the plague were twenty-four thousand.
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Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of
Aaron the priest, has turned back My wrath from the children of Israel, because
he was zealous with My zeal among them, so that I did not consume the children
of Israel in My zeal. Therefore say, ‘Behold, I give to him My covenant of peace;
and it shall be to him and his descendants after him a covenant of an everlasting
priesthood, because he was zealous for his God, and made atonement for the
children of Israel.' ” (Num 25:1-13)
They joined themselves also to Baal of Peor, and ate sacrifices made to the dead.
Thus they provoked Him to anger with their deeds, and the plague broke out
among them. Then Phinehas stood up and intervened, and the plague was
stopped. And that was accounted to him for righteousness to all generations
forevermore. (Psa 106:28-31)
Vengeance on the Midianites
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “Take vengeance on the Midianites for the
children of Israel. Afterward you shall be gathered to your people.”
So Moses spoke to the people, saying, “Arm some of yourselves for war, and
let them go against the Midianites to take vengeance for the Lord on Midian.
A thousand from each tribe of all the tribes of Israel you shall send to the war.”
So there were recruited from the divisions of Israel one thousand from each tribe,
twelve thousand armed for war. Then Moses sent them to the war, one thousand
from each tribe; he sent them to the war with Phinehas the son of Eleazar the
priest, with the holy articles and the signal trumpets in his hand. (Num 31:1-6)
The outcome of the war
And they warred against the Midianites, just as the Lord commanded Moses, and
they killed all the males. They killed the kings of Midian with the rest of those who
were killed – Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, the five kings of Midian. Balaam
the son of Beor they also killed with the sword. And the children of Israel took the
women of Midian captive, with their little ones, and took as spoil all their cattle,
all their flocks, and all their goods. They also burned with fire all the cities where
they dwelt, and all their forts. And they took all the spoil and all the booty –
of man and beast. Then they brought the captives, the booty, and the spoil
to Moses, to Eleazar the priest, and to the congregation of the children of Israel,
to the camp in the plains of Moab by the Jordan, across from Jericho.
(Num 31:7-12)
Purging and cleansing
And Moses, Eleazar the priest, and all the leaders of the congregation, went to
meet them outside the camp. But Moses was angry with the officers of the army,
with the captains over thousands and captains over hundreds, who had come
from the battle. And Moses said to them: “Have you kept all the women alive?
Look, these women caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam,
to trespass against the Lord in the incident of Peor, and there was a plague
among the congregation of the Lord. Now therefore, kill every male among the
little ones, and kill every woman who has known a man intimately. But keep alive
for yourselves all the young girls who have not known a man intimately. And as
for you, remain outside the camp seven days; whoever has killed any person, and
whoever has touched any slain, purify yourselves and your captives on the third
day and on the seventh day. Purify every garment, everything made of leather,
everything woven of goats’ hair, and everything made of wood.”
Then Eleazar the priest said to the men of war who had gone to the battle,
“This is the ordinance of the law which the Lord commanded Moses: “Only the
gold, the silver, the bronze, the iron, the tin, and the lead, everything that can
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endure fire, you shall put through the fire, and it shall be clean; and it shall be
purified with the water of purification. But all that cannot endure fire you shall put
through water. And you shall wash your clothes on the seventh day and be clean,
and afterward you may come into the camp.” (Num 31:13-24)
The final tally
Then the officers who were over thousands of the army, the captains of
thousands and captains of hundreds, came near to Moses; and they said to
Moses, “Your servants have taken a count of the men of war who are under our
command, and not a man of us is missing.” (Num 31:48-49)

Phinehas - son of Eli
And the Lord spoke to Aaron: “Here, I Myself have also given you charge of My
heave offerings, all the holy gifts of the children of Israel; I have given them as a
portion to you and your sons, as an ordinance forever. This shall be yours of the
most holy things reserved from the fire: every offering of theirs, every grain
offering and every sin offering and every trespass offering which they render to
Me, shall be most holy for you and your sons. In a most holy place you shall eat
it; every male shall eat it. It shall be holy to you.” (Num 18:8-10)
“You shall sprinkle their blood on the altar, and burn their fat as an offering made
by fire for a sweet aroma to the Lord. And their flesh shall be yours, just as the
wave breast and the right thigh are yours.” (Num 18:17-18)
“You may eat it in any place, you and your households, for it is your reward for
your work in the tabernacle of meeting. And you shall bear no sin because of it.
But you shall not profane the holy gifts of the children of Israel, lest you die.”
(Num 18:31-32)
This man went up out of his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice to the LORD of
hosts in Shiloh. Also the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the
Lord, were there. (1Sa 1:3)
Now the sons of Eli were corrupt; they did not know the Lord. And the priests’
custom with the people was that when any man offered a sacrifice, the priest’s
servant would come with a three-pronged fleshhook in his hand while the meat
was boiling. Then he would thrust it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot;
and the priest would take for himself all that the fleshhook brought up. So they
did in Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there. Also, before they burned the
fat, the priest’s servant would come and say to the man who sacrificed, “Give
meat for roasting to the priest, for he will not take boiled meat from you, but
raw.” And if the man said to him, “They should really burn the fat first; then you
may take as much as your heart desires,” he would then answer him, “No, but
you must give it now; and if not, I will take it by force.” Therefore the sin of the
young men was very great before the Lord, for men abhorred the offering of the
Lord. (1Sa 2:12-17)
Now Eli was very old; and he heard everything his sons did to all Israel, and how
they lay with the women who assembled at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.
So he said to them, “Why do you do such things? For I hear of your evil dealings
from all the people. No, my sons! For it is not a good report that I hear. You
make the Lord’s people transgress. If one man sins against another, God will
judge him. But if a man sins against the Lord, who will intercede for him?”
Nevertheless they did not heed the voice of their father, because the Lord desired
to kill them.

6

And the child Samuel grew in stature, and in favor both with the Lord and men.
Then a man of God came to Eli and said to him, “Thus says the Lord: ‘Did I not
clearly reveal Myself to the house of your father when they were in Egypt in
Pharaoh’s house? Did I not choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be My
priest, to offer upon My altar, to burn incense, and to wear an ephod before Me?
And did I not give to the house of your father all the offerings of the children of
Israel made by fire? Why do you kick at My sacrifice and My offering which I
have commanded in My dwelling place, and honor your sons more than Me, to
make yourselves fat with the best of all the offerings of Israel My people?’
Therefore the Lord God of Israel says: ‘I said indeed that your house and the
house of your father would walk before Me forever.’ But now the Lord says:
‘Far be it from Me; for those who honor Me I will honor, and those who despise
Me shall be lightly esteemed. Behold, the days are coming that I will cut off your
arm and the arm of your father’s house, so that there will not be an old man in
your house. And you will see an enemy in My dwelling place, despite all the good
which God does for Israel. And there shall not be an old man in your house
forever. But any of your men whom I do not cut off from My altar shall consume
your eyes and grieve your heart. And all the descendants of your house shall die
in the flower of their age. Now this shall be a sign to you that will come upon your
two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas: in one day they shall die, both of them. Then
I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest who shall do according to what is in
My heart and in My mind. I will build him a sure house, and he shall walk before
My anointed forever. And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left in your
house will come and bow down to him for a piece of silver and a morsel of bread,
and say, “Please, put me in one of the priestly positions, that I may eat a piece of
bread.” ’ ” (1Sa 2:22-36)
Now the Lord came and stood and called as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”
And Samuel answered, “Speak, for Your servant hears.” Then the Lord said to
Samuel: “Behold, I will do something in Israel at which both ears of everyone
who hears it will tingle. In that day I will perform against Eli all that I have
spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that
I will judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knows, because his sons
made themselves vile, and he did not restrain them. And therefore I have sworn
to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be atoned for by
sacrifice or offering forever.”
So Samuel lay down until morning, and opened the doors of the house of the
Lord. And Samuel was afraid to tell Eli the vision. Then Eli called Samuel and said,
“Samuel, my son!” He answered, “Here I am.” And he said, “What is the word
that the Lord spoke to you? Please do not hide it from me. God do so to you, and
more also, if you hide anything from me of all the things that He said to you.”
Then Samuel told him everything, and hid nothing from him. And he said,
“It is the Lord. Let Him do what seems good to Him.” So Samuel grew, and
the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel
from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel had been established as a prophet of
the Lord. Then the Lord appeared again in Shiloh. For the Lord revealed Himself
to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the Lord. And the word of Samuel came to all
Israel. (1Sa 3:10-21)
Now Israel went out to battle against the Philistines, and encamped beside
Ebenezer; and the Philistines encamped in Aphek. Then the Philistines put
themselves in battle array against Israel. And when they joined battle, Israel was
defeated by the Philistines, who killed about four thousand men of the army in
the field.
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And when the people had come into the camp, the elders of Israel said, “Why has
the Lord defeated us today before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the
covenant of the Lord from Shiloh to us, that when it comes among us it may save
us from the hand of our enemies.”
So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from there the ark of the
covenant of the Lord of hosts, who dwells between the cherubim. And the two
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God.
And when the ark of the covenant of the Lord came into the camp, all Israel
shouted so loudly that the earth shook. Now when the Philistines heard the noise
of the shout, they said, “What does the sound of this great shout in the camp of
the Hebrews mean?” Then they understood that the ark of the Lord had come
into the camp. So the Philistines were afraid, for they said, “God has come into
the camp!” And they said, “Woe to us! For such a thing has never happened
before. Woe to us! Who will deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods?
These are the gods who struck the Egyptians with all the plagues in the
wilderness. Be strong and conduct yourselves like men, you Philistines, that you
do not become servants of the Hebrews, as they have been to you. Conduct
yourselves like men, and fight!” So the Philistines fought, and Israel was
defeated, and every man fled to his tent. There was a very great slaughter, and
there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot soldiers. Also the ark of God was captured;
and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.
Then a man of Benjamin ran from the battle line the same day, and came to
Shiloh with his clothes torn and dirt on his head. Now when he came, there was
Eli, sitting on a seat by the wayside watching, for his heart trembled for the ark of
God. And when the man came into the city and told it, all the city cried out. When
Eli heard the noise of the outcry, he said, “What does the sound of this tumult
mean?” And the man came quickly and told Eli. Eli was ninety-eight years old,
and his eyes were so dim that he could not see. Then the man said to Eli, “I am
he who came from the battle. And I fled today from the battle line.” And He said,
“What happened, my son?” So the messenger answered and said, “Israel has
fled before the Philistines, and there has been a great slaughter among the
people. Also your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead; and the ark of God
has been captured.” Then it happened, when he made mention of the ark of God,
that Eli fell off the seat backward by the side of the gate; and his neck was
broken and he died, for the man was old and heavy. And he had judged Israel
forty years.
Now his daughter-in-law, Phinehas’ wife, was with child, due to be delivered; and
when she heard the news that the ark of God was captured, and that her fatherin-law and her husband were dead, she bowed herself and gave birth, for her
labor pains came upon her. And about the time of her death the women who
stood by her said to her, “Do not fear, for you have borne a son.” But she did not
answer, nor did she regard it. Then she named the child Ichabod, saying,
“The glory has departed from Israel!” because the ark of God had been captured
and because of her father-in-law and her husband. And she said, “The glory has
departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.” (1Sa 4:1-22)
And to Abiathar the priest the king said, “Go to Anathoth, to your own fields, for
you are deserving of death; but I will not put you to death at this time, because
you carried the ark of the Lord God before my father David, and because you
were afflicted every time my father was afflicted.” So Solomon removed Abiathar
from being priest to the Lord, that he might fulfill the word of the Lord which He
spoke concerning the house of Eli at Shiloh. (1Ki 2:26-27)
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Psalm 78
Give ear, O my people, to my law; incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old, which we have
heard and known, and our fathers have told us. We will not hide them from their
children, telling to the generation to come the praises of the Lord, and His
strength and His wonderful works that He has done.
For He established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which He
commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children;
that the generation to come might know them, the children who would be born,
that they may arise and declare them to their children, that they may set their
hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep His commandments; and
may not be like their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation, a generation
that did not set its heart aright, and whose spirit was not faithful to God.
The children of Ephraim, being armed and carrying bows, turned back in the day
of battle. They did not keep the covenant of God; they refused to walk in His law,
and forgot His works and His wonders that He had shown them.
Marvelous things He did in the sight of their fathers, in the land of Egypt, in the
field of Zoan. He divided the sea and caused them to pass through; and He made
the waters stand up like a heap. In the daytime also He led them with the cloud,
and all the night with a light of fire. He split the rocks in the wilderness, and gave
them drink in abundance like the depths. He also brought streams out of the
rock, and caused waters to run down like rivers.
But they sinned even more against Him by rebelling against the Most High in the
wilderness. And they tested God in their heart by asking for the food of their
fancy. Yes, they spoke against God: They said, “Can God prepare a table in the
wilderness? Behold, He struck the rock, so that the waters gushed out, and the
streams overflowed. Can He give bread also? Can He provide meat for His
people?”
Therefore the Lord heard this and was furious; so a fire was kindled against
Jacob, and anger also came up against Israel, because they did not believe in
God, and did not trust in His salvation. Yet He had commanded the clouds above,
and opened the doors of heaven, had rained down manna on them to eat, and
given them of the bread of heaven. Men ate angels’ food; He sent them food to
the full.
He caused an east wind to blow in the heavens; and by His power He brought in
the south wind. He also rained meat on them like the dust, feathered fowl like the
sand of the seas; and He let them fall in the midst of their camp, all around their
dwellings. So they ate and were well filled, for He gave them their own desire.
They were not deprived of their craving; but while their food was still in their
mouths, the wrath of God came against them, and slew the stoutest of them, and
struck down the choice men of Israel. In spite of this they still sinned, and did not
believe in His wondrous works. Therefore their days He consumed in futility, and
their years in fear.
When He slew them, then they sought Him; and they returned and sought
earnestly for God. Then they remembered that God was their rock, and the Most
High God their Redeemer.
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Nevertheless they flattered Him with their mouth, and they lied to Him with their
tongue; for their heart was not steadfast with Him, nor were they faithful in His
covenant. But He, being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity, and did not
destroy them. Yes, many a time He turned His anger away, and did not stir up all
His wrath; for He remembered that they were but flesh, a breath that passes
away and does not come again.
How often they provoked Him in the wilderness, and grieved Him in the desert!
Yes, again and again they tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel. They
did not remember His power: the day when He redeemed them from the enemy,
when He worked His signs in Egypt, and His wonders in the field of Zoan; turned
their rivers into blood, and their streams, that they could not drink. He sent
swarms of flies among them, which devoured them, and frogs, which destroyed
them. He also gave their crops to the caterpillar, and their labor to the locust. He
destroyed their vines with hail, and their sycamore trees with frost. He also gave
up their cattle to the hail, and their flocks to fiery lightning.
He cast on them the fierceness of His anger, wrath, indignation, and trouble, by
sending angels of destruction among them. He made a path for His anger; He did
not spare their soul from death, but gave their life over to the plague, and
destroyed all the firstborn in Egypt, the first of their strength in the tents of Ham.
But He made His own people go forth like sheep, and guided them in the
wilderness like a flock; and He led them on safely, so that they did not fear; but
the sea overwhelmed their enemies. And He brought them to His holy border, this
mountain which His right hand had acquired. He also drove out the nations before
them, allotted them an inheritance by survey, and made the tribes of Israel dwell
in their tents.
Yet they tested and provoked the Most High God, and did not keep His
testimonies, but turned back and acted unfaithfully like their fathers; they were
turned aside like a deceitful bow. For they provoked Him to anger with their high
places, and moved Him to jealousy with their carved images. When God heard
this, He was furious, and greatly abhorred Israel, so that He forsook the
tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent He had placed among men, and delivered His
strength into captivity, and His glory into the enemy’s hand. He also gave His
people over to the sword, and was furious with His inheritance. The fire consumed
their young men, and their maidens were not given in marriage. Their priests fell
by the sword, and their widows made no lamentation.
Then the Lord awoke as from sleep, like a mighty man who shouts because of
wine. And He beat back His enemies; He put them to a perpetual reproach.
Moreover He rejected the tent of Joseph, and did not choose the tribe of Ephraim,
but chose the tribe of Judah, Mount Zion which He loved. And He built His
sanctuary like the heights, like the earth which He established forever. He also
chose David His servant, and took him from the sheepfolds; from following the
ewes that had young He brought him, to shepherd Jacob His people, and Israel
His inheritance. So he shepherded them according to the integrity of his heart,
and guided them by the skillfulness of his hands. (Psa 78:1-72)
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