North, South, East and West

The Lord's promise to Abraham

And the Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him: "Lift your eyes now and look
from the place where you are - northwards, southward, eastward, and westward; for all
the land which you see | give to you and your descendants forever. And | will make your
descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the earth,
then your descendants also could be numbered. Arise, walk in the land through its length and
its width, for I give it to you." Then Abram moved his tent, and went and dwelt by the terebinth
trees of Mamre, which are in Hebron, and built an altar there to the Lord. (Gen 13:14-18)

The Lord's promise to Isaac

There was a famine in the land, besides the first famine that was in the days of Abraham. And
Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines, in Gerar. Then the Lord appeared to him and
said: "Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land of which | shall tell you. Dwell in this land, and
I will be with you and bless you; for to you and your descendants | give all these lands,
and | will perform the oath which | swore to Abraham your father. And | will make your
descendants multiply as the stars of heaven; | will give to your descendants all these lands;
and in your seed all nations of the earth shall be blessed; because Abraham obeyed My voice
and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws.” So Isaac dwelt in Gerar.
(Gen 26:1-6)

The Lord's promise to Jacob

Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran. So he came to a certain place
and stayed there all night, because the sun had set. And he took one of the stones of that
place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that place to sleep. Then he dreamed, and
behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels
of God were ascending and descending on it. And behold, the Lord stood above it and said:

"l am the Lord God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie |
will give to you and your descendants. Also your descendants shall be as the dust of the
earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and
in you and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed. Behold, | am with you
and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you
until 1 have done what | have spoken to you." Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said,
"Surely the Lord is in this place, and | did not know it." And he was afraid and said, "How
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven!" Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put at his
head, set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it. And he called the name of that place
Bethel; but the name of that city had been Luz previously. Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If
God will be with me, and keep me in this way that | am going, and give me bread to eat and
clothing to put on, so that | come back to my father's house in peace, then the Lord shall be
my God. And this stone which | have set as a pillar shall be God's house, and all that You
give me | will surely give a tenth to You." (Gen 28:10-22)

The instructions of Jacob

Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years, and the days of Jacob, and the years of his
life were a hundred and forty seven years. At that time Jacob was attacked with that iliness of
which he died and he sent and called for his son Joseph from Egypt, and Joseph his son
came from Egypt and came to his father. Jacob said to Joseph and to his sons, Behold | die,
and the God of your ancestors will visit you and bring you back to the land which the Lord
swore to give to you and to your children after you; now therefore when | am dead, bury me in
the cave which is in Machpelah in Hebron in the land of Canaan, near my ancestors. Jacob
made his sons swear to bury him in Machpelah, in Hebron, and his sons swore to him
concerning this thing. And he commanded them, saying, Serve the Lord your God, for He who
delivered your fathers will also deliver you from all trouble. And Jacob said, Call all your
children to me, and all the children of Jacob's sons came and sat before him, and Jacob
blessed them, and he said to them, The Lord God of your fathers shall grant you a thousand
times as much and bless you, and may He give you the blessing of your father Abraham. And
all the children of Jacob's sons went forth on that day after he had blessed them. On the next
day Jacob again called for his sons and they all assembled and came to him and sat before




him, and Jacob on that day blessed his sons before his death; each man did he bless
according to his blessing. So it is written in the book of the law of the Lord pertaining to Israel.
(! See Gen 47:27-31, Gen 48:1-22, Gen 49:1-33 and Gen 50:1-14)

And Jacob said to Judah, | know my son that you are a mighty man for your brothers; reign
over them, and your sons shall reign over their sons forever. Only teach your sons the bow
and all the weapons of war, (! 2Sa 1:18) in order that they may fight the battles of their brother
who will rule over his enemies. (! King David) And Jacob again commanded his sons on that
day, saying, Behold | shall this day be gathered to my people; carry me up from Egypt and
bury me in the cave of Machpelah as | have commanded you. But take care | pray you that
none of your sons carry me, only yourselves, and this is the manner you shall do to me, when
you carry my body to go with it to the land of Canaan to bury me: Judah, Issachar and
Zebulun shall carry my bier at the eastern side; Reuben, Simeon and Gad at the south;
Ephraim, Manasseh and Benjamin at the west; Dan, Asher and Naphtali at the north.

Let not Levi carry with you, for he and his sons will carry the ark of the covenant of the Lord
with the Israelites in the camp, neither let Joseph my son carry, for as a king so let his glory
be; but Ephraim and Manasseh shall be in their stead. Thus shall you do to me when you
carry me away; do not neglect anything of all that | command you and it shall come to pass
when you do this to me, that the Lord will remember you favorably and your children after you
forever. And you my sons, honor each his brother and his relative, and command your
children and your children's children after you to serve the Lord God of your ancestors
always. In order that you may prolong your days in the land, you and your children and your
children's children forever, when you do what is good and upright in the sight of the Lord your
God, to follow in all His ways. (Jasher 56:1-16)

The Tribes and Leaders by Armies

And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying: "Everyone of the children of Israel shall
camp by his own standard, beside the emblems of his father's house; they shall camp some
distance from the tabernacle of meeting. On the east side, toward the rising of the sun, those
of the standard of the forces with Judah shall camp according to their armies..... Those
who camp next to him shall be the tribe of Issachar..... Then comes the tribe of
Zebulun..... On the south side shall be the standard of the forces with Rueben according to
their armies..... Those who camp next to him shall be the tribe of Simeon..... Then comes
the tribe of Gad..... And the tabernacle of meeting shall move out with the camp of the
Levites in the middle of the camps; as they camp, so they shall move out, everyone in his
place, by their standards. On the west side shall be the standard of the forces with Ephraim
according to their armies..... Next to him comes the tribe of Manasseh..... Then comes the
tribe of Benjamin..... The standard of the forces with Dan shall be on the north side
according to their armies..... Those who camp next to him shall be the tribe of Asher.....

Then comes the tribe of Naphtali..... These are the ones who were numbered of the children
of Israel by their fathers' houses. All who were numbered according to their armies of the
forces were six hundred and three thousand five hundred and fifty. But the Levites were not
numbered among the children of Israel, just as the Lord commanded Moses. Thus the
children of Israel did according to all that the Lord commanded Moses; so they camped by
their standards and so they broke camp, each one by his family, according to their fathers'
houses. (Num 2:1-34)

Bronze is associated with disobedience and sin

"l will set My face against you, and you shall be defeated by your enemies. Those who hate
you shall reign over you, and you shall flee when no one pursues you. And after this, if you do
not obey Me, then | will punish you seven times more for your sins. | will break the pride of
your power; | will make your heavens like iron and your earth like bronze. And your strength
shall be spent in vain; for your land shall not yield its produce, nor shall the trees of the land
yield their fruit." (Lev 26:17-20)

"The Lord will make the plague cling to you until He has consumed you from the land which
you are going to possess. The Lord will strike you with consumption, with fever, with
inflammation, with severe burning fever, with the sword, with scorching, and with mildew; they
shall pursue you until you perish. And your heavens which are over your head shall be
bronze, and the earth which is under you shall be iron. The Lord will change the rain of your
land to powder and dust; from the heaven it shall come down on you until you are destroyed.



The Lord will cause you to be defeated before your enemies; you shall go out one way
against them and flee seven ways before them; and you shall become troublesome to all the
kingdoms of the earth." (Deu 28:21-25)

Now it came to pass, when Rehoboam had established the kingdom and had strengthened
himself, that he forsook the law of the Lord, and all Israel along with him. So Shishak King of
Egypt came up against Jerusalem, and took away the treasures of the house of the Lord and
the treasures of the king's house; he took everything. He carried away the gold shields which
Solomon had made. Then King Rehoboam made bronze shields in their place, and committed
them to the hands of the captains of the guard, who guarded the doorway of the king's house.
And whenever the king entered the house of the Lord, the guard would go and bring them out;
then they would take them back into the guardroom. When he humbled himself, the wrath of
the Lord turned from him, so as not to destroy him completely; and things also went well in
Judah. (2Ch 12:1, 9-12)

"What strength do | have, that | should hope? And what is my end, that | should prolong my
life? Is my strength the strength of stones? Or is my flesh bronze? Is my help not within
me? And is success driven from me?" (Job 6:11-13)

And a champion went out from the camp of the Philistines, named Goliath, from Gath, whose
height was six cubits and a span. He had a bronze helmet on his head, and he was armed
with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze. And he
had bronze armor on his legs and a bronze javelin between his shoulders. Now the staff of his
spear was like a weaver's beam, and his iron spearhead weighed six hundred shekels; and a
shieldbearer went before him. "This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and | will strike
you and take your head from you. ....... Then all this assembly shall know that the Lord does
not save with sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord's, and He will give you into our
hands." Then David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone; and he slung it and struck
the Philistine in his forehead, so that the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face
to the earth. Therefore David ran and stood over the Philistine, took his sword and drew it out
of its sheath and killed him, and cut off his head with it. And when the Philistines saw that
their champion was dead, they fled. (1Sa 17:4-7, 46-47, 49, 51)

The Bronze Serpent

Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to go around the land of
Edom; and the soul of the people became very discouraged on the way. And the people
spoke against God and against Moses: "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in
the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread."
So the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and many of the
people of Israel died. Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, "We have sinned for we
have spoken against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord that He take away the
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. Then the Lord said to Moses,

"Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is bitten, when
he looks at it, shall live." So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it
was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived.

(Num 21:4-9)

"Look to Me, and be saved, all you ends of the earth! For | am God, and there is no other."
(Isa 45:22)

"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life." (Joh 3:14-15)

The reforms of Hezekiah

And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father David had
done. He removed the high places and broke the sacred pillars, cut down the wooden image
and broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made; for until those days the
children of Israel burned incense to it, and called it Nehushtan. (! bronze thing)




He trusted in the Lord God of Israel, so that after him was none like him among the kings of
Judah, nor who were before him. For he held fast to the Lord; he did not depart from following
Him, but kept His commandments, which the Lord had commanded Moses. ( 2Ki 18:3-6)

The Bronze Laver

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: "You shall also make a laver of bronze, with its
base also of bronze, for washing. You shall put it between the tabernacle of meeting and
the altar. And you shall put water in it, for Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their
feet in water from it. When they go into the tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near
the altar to minister, to burn an offering made by fire to the Lord, they shall wash with water,
lest they die. So they shall wash their hands and their feet, lest they die. And it shall be a
statute forever to them - to him and his descendants throughout their generations."

(Exo 30:17-21)

The Bronze Laver for the Temple built by Solomon

And he made the Sea of cast bronze, ten cubits from one brim to the other; it was completely
round. It's height was five cubits, and a line of thirty cubits measured its circumference.

Below its brim were ornamental buds encircling it all around, ten to a cubit, all the way around
the Sea. The ornamental buds were cast in two rows when it was cast.

It stood on twelve oxen: three looking toward the north, three looking toward the west,
three looking toward the south, three looking toward the east; the Sea was set upon
them, and all their back parts pointed inward. It was a handbreadth thick; and its brim was
shaped like the brim of a cup, like a lily blossom. It contained two thousand baths.

(1Ki 7:23-26 and 2Ch 4:2-5)

What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits toward me?
| will take up the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord. (Psa 116:12-13)

Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you,
'‘Give Me a drink," you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water."
Jesus answered and said to her, "Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever
drinks of the water that | shall give him will never thirst. But the water that | shall give him will
become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life." (Joh 4:10, 13-14)

Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all
night in prayer to God. And when it was day, He called his disciples to Himself; and from them
He chose twelve whom He also named apostles: Simon, whom He also named Peter, and
Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and Bartholomew; Matthew and Thomas; James
the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot; Judas the son of James, and Judas
Iscariot who also became a traitor. (Luk 6:12-16)

And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them power over unclean
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease. (Mat 10:1)

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven
and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that |
have commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age.”" Amen.

(Mat 28:18-20)

But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been justified by His grace we should
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. (Tit 3:4-7)
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