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Nimrod’s death

Nimrod’s dream (1st Part)
At the expiration of two years from Abram’s going out of the fire, that is in the fifty-second year
of his life, behold king Nimrod sat in Babel on the throne, and the king fell asleep and
dreamed that he was standing with his troops and hosts in a valley opposite the king’s
furnace. And he lifted up his eyes and saw a man in the likeness of Abram coming forth from
the furnace; he came and stood before the king with his drawn sword, and then sprang to the
king with his sword, when the king fled from the man, for he was afraid; while he was running,
the man threw an egg on the king’s head, and the egg became a great river. And the king
dreamed that all his troops sank in that river and died, and the king took flight with three men
who were before him and he escaped. The king looked at these men and they were clothed in
princely dresses as the garments of kings, and had the appearance and majesty of kings.

Nimrod’s dream (2nd Part)
And while they were running, the river again turned to an egg before the king; there came
forth from the egg a young bird which came before the king, and flew at his head and plucked
out the king’s eye. The king was grieved at the sight, and he awoke out of his sleep and his
spirit was agitated; he felt a great terror.

The interpretation of Nimrod’s dream (1st Part)
In the morning the king rose from his couch in fear, and he ordered all the wise men and
magicians to come before him, when the king related his dream to them. And a wise servant
of the king, whose name was Anuki, answered the king, saying, “This is nothing else but the
evil of Abram and his offspring which will spring up against my Lord and king in the latter
days. And behold the day will come when Abram and his offspring and the children of his
household will war with my king, and they will strike all the king’s hosts and his troops. And as
to what you have said concerning three men which you did see like yourself, and which did
escape, this means that only you will escape with three kings from the kings of the earth who
will be with you in battle.”

The interpretation of Nimrod’s dream (2nd Part)
“And that which you saw of the river which turned to an egg as at first, and the young bird
plucking out your eye, this means nothing else but the offspring of Abram which will kill the
king in latter days. This is my king’s dream, and this is its interpretation, and the dream is true,
and the interpretation which your servant has given you is right.”  (Jasher 12:45-56)

The fulfillment of Nimrod’s dream (1st Part)
And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel (! Nimrod) king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar,
Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations, that they made war with Bera king of
Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the
king of Bela (that is , Zoar). All these joined together in the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt
Sea). Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled. In the
fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings that were with him came and attacked the
Rephaim in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh Kiriathaim, and the
Horites in their mountain of Seir, as far as El Paran, which is by the wilderness. Then they
turned back and came to En Mishpat (that is Kadesh), and attacked all the country of the
Amalekites, and also the Amorites who dwelt in Hazezon Tamar. And the king of Sodom, the
king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar)
went out and joined together in battle in the Valley of Siddim against Chedorlaomer king of
Elam, Tidal king of nations, Amraphel (! Nimrod) king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar –
four kings against five. Now the Valley of Siddim was full of asphalt pits; and the kings of
Sodom and Gomorrah fled; some fell there, and the remainder fled to the mountains. Then
they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and went their way.
They also took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed.
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Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, for he dwelt by the terebinth
trees of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner; and they were allies with
Abram. Now when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his three
hundred and eighteen trained servants who were born in his own house, and went in pursuit
as far as Dan. He divided his forces against them by night, and he and his servants attacked
them and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus. So he brought back all
the goods, and also brought back his brother Lot and his goods, as well as the women and
the people. And the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the
King’s Valley), after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with
him.  (Gen 14:1-17)

The fulfillment of Nimrod’s dream (2nd Part)
Esau at that time, after the death of Abraham, frequently went in the field to hunt. Nimrod king
of Babel, the same was Amraphel, also frequently went with his mighty men to hunt in the
field, and to walk about with his men in the cool of the day. Nimrod was observing Esau all
those days, for jealousy was formed in the heart of Nimrod against Esau.

On a certain day Esau went in the field to hunt, and he found Nimrod walking in the
wilderness with his two men. All his mighty men and his people were with him in the
wilderness, but they kept at a distance; they went from him in different directions to hunt, and
Esau concealed himself from Nimrod, and he lurked for him in the wilderness. And Nimrod
and his men that were with him did not know him. Nimrod and his men frequently walked
about in the field at the cool of the day, and to know where his men were hunting in the field.
Nimrod and two of his men that were with him came to the place where they were, when Esau
appeared suddenly from his lurking place, drew his sword, and hurriedly ran to Nimrod and
cut off his head. Esau fought a desperate fight with the two men that were with Nimrod, and
when they called out to him, Esau turned to them and struck them to death with his sword. All
the mighty men of Nimrod, who had left him to go to the wilderness, heard the cry at a
distance, and they knew the voices of those two men; they ran to know the cause of it and
they found their king and the two men that were with him lying dead in the wilderness. When
Esau saw the mighty men of Nimrod coming at a distance, he fled, and thereby escaped.
Esau took the valuable garments of Nimrod which Nimrod’s father had bequeathed to Nimrod,
with which Nimrod prevailed over the whole land; he ran and concealed them in his house.

Esau took those garments and ran into the city on account of Nimrod’s men, and he came to
his father’s house wearied and exhausted from fight, and he was ready to die through grief
when he approached his brother Jacob and sat before him. And he said to his brother Jacob,
“Behold I shall die this day; wherefore then do I want the birthright?”  And Jacob acted wisely
with Esau in this matter, and Esau sold his birthright to Jacob, for it was so brought about by
the Lord. Esau’s portion in the cave of the field of Machpelah, which Abraham had bought
from the children of Heth for the possession of a burial ground, Esau also sold to Jacob, and
Jacob bought all this from his brother Esau for value given. Jacob wrote all of this in a book
and he testified the same with witnesses, and sealed it, and the book remained in the hands
of Jacob.

When Nimrod the son of Cush died, his men lifted him up and brought him in consternation,
and buried him in his city, and all the days that Nimrod lived were two hundred and fifteen
years and he died. The days that Nimrod reigned on the people of the land were one hundred
and eighty–five years; and Nimrod died by the sword of Esau in shame and contempt, and the
descendants of Abraham caused his death as he had seen in his dream. At the death of
Nimrod his kingdom became divided into many divisions, and all those parts that Nimrod
reigned over were restored to the respective kings of the land, who recovered them after the
death of Nimrod. All the people of the house of Nimrod were for a long time enslaved to all the
other kings of the land.  (Jasher 27:1-17)

Now Isaac pleaded with the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted
his plea, and Rebekah his wife conceived. But the children struggled together within her; and
she said, “If all is well, why am I like this?”  So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord
said to her: “Two nations are in your womb, two peoples shall be separated from your body;
one people shall be stronger than the other, and the older shall serve the younger.”
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So when her days were fulfilled for her to give birth, indeed there were twins in her womb.
And the first came out red. He was like a hairy garment all over; so they called his name Esau
(! Hairy). Afterward his brother came out, and his hand took hold of Esau’s heel; so his name
was called Jacob (! Supplanter). Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. So the boys
grew. And Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob was a mild man, dwelling
in tents. And Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. Now
Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in from the field, and he was weary. And Esau said to
Jacob, “Please feed me with that same red stew, for I am weary.”  Therefore his name was
called Edom (! Red). But Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright as of this day.”  And Esau said,
“Look, I am about to die; so what is this birthright to me?”  Then Jacob said, “Swear to me as
of this day.”  So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. And Jacob gave Esau bread
and stew of lentils; then he ate and drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau despised his
birthright.  (Gen 25:21-34)

Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: looking
carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up
cause trouble, and by this many become defiled; lest there be any fornicator or profane
person like Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright. For you know that afterward,
when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance,
though he sought it diligently with tears.  (Heb 12:14-17)

There is no mention of Nimrod’s dream in Genesis and the account of Esau selling his
birthright to Jacob for a meal is from Jacob’s viewpoint. I’ve heard people preach that
Jacob was a devious person, but with the knowledge of the account in Jasher the whole
perspective changes. Clearly Nimrod was punished for abandoning God and his kingdom
was taken from him and given to the surrounding kings. Abram was blessed because he
walked with God and kept God’s laws and commandments. After Nimrod and the other
three kings conquer the five kings, Abram conquers the four kings with a much smaller
force of men, because God was with him.

Esau lusted for the valuable garments of Nimrod, because he knew that they had made
Nimrod successful. He killed Nimrod and two of his men. Running for his life he stole the
garments and hid them in his house. Fearing for his life he ran to his father’s house and
found Jacob with the food he had prepared. Knowing that he could be discovered by
Nimrod’s men, he gave no thought to selling his birthright for what he thought was his
last meal. Esau was a murderer, and this is not revealed in Genesis. Clearly this order of
events was from the Lord, because of the outcome. Jacob was not the cheating schemer
some people make him out to be. Isaac was also clearly mislead by his stomach, because
he loved the game which Esau brought home. I think the accounts in Jasher reveal the
true nature of the circumstance, and without this knowledge the reader is left with
many questions. There is also no mention in Genesis of Jacob’s schooling in righteousness
under Shem and Eber, for thirty-two years. Esau had refused to go, and spent his time
hunting instead. These facts from the Book of Jasher, gives one the balanced
perspective required for a sound understanding of these Biblical accounts.
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