Nehushtan

Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, to go around the land
of Edom; and the soul of the people became very discouraged on the way. And the people
spoke against God and against Moses: "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in
the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless
bread." So the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and
many of the people of Israel died. Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, "We
have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord that
He take away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for the people. Then the Lord
said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone
who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live." So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put
it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze
serpent, he lived. (Num 21:4-9)

Now it came fo pass in the third year of Hoshea the son of Elah, king of Israel, that
Hezekiah the son of Ahaz, king of Judah, began to reign. He was twenty-five years old
when he became king, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother's name
was Abi (! Abijah) the daughter of Zechariah. And he did what was right in the sight of
the Lord, according to all that his father David had done. He removed the high places
and broke the sacred pillars, cut down the wooden image (! Asherah) and broke in pieces
the bronze serpent that Moses had made; for until those days the children of Israel
burned incense to it, and called it Nehushtan (! Bronze thing). He trusted in the Lord
God of Israel, so that after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor who
were before him. For he held fast to the Lord; he did not depart from following Him, but
kept His commandments, which the Lord had commanded Moses. The Lord was with him;
he prospered wherever he went. And he rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not
serve him. (2Ki 18:1-7)

When terrible, fierce snakes attacked your people and were killing them with their
poison, you did not remain angry long enough to destroy your people. This trouble lasted
for only a little while, as a warning. Then you gave them a healing symbol, the bronze
snake, to remind them of what your Law requires. If a person looked at that symbol, he
was cured of the snakebite - not by what he saw, but by you, the saviour of all mankind.
By doing this, you also convinced our enemies that you are the one who rescues people
from every evil. Our enemies died from the bites of locusts and flies; no way was found
to cure them, because they deserved to be punished by such creatures. But even
poisonous snakes could not overcome your people, because you had mercy, helped them,
and cured them. They were bitten so that they would remember your commands, but
they were quickly rescued, in order to keep them from forgetting you completely and
depriving themselves of your kindness. No medicine or ointment cured them. They were
restored to heath by your word, O Lord, the word which heals all humanity. You have
power over life and death; you can bring a person to the brink of death and back again. A
wicked person may kill someone, but cannot bring the dead person back to life or rescue
a soul imprisoned in the world of the dead. (Wisdom of Solomon 16:5-14)




Now the king of Assyria went throughout all the land, and went up to Samaria and
besieged it for three years. In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria took
Samaria and carried Israel away to Assyria, and placed them in Halah and by the Habor,
the River of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes. For so it was that the children of
Israel had sinned against the Lord their God, who had brought them up out of the land
of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and they had feared other
gods, and had walked in the statutes of the nations whom the Lord had cast out from
before the children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which they had made.

Also the children of Israel secretly did against the Lord their God things that were not
right, and they built for themselves high places in all their cities, from watchtower to
fortified city. They set up for themselves sacred pillars and wooden images (! Asherim)
on every high hill and under every green tree. There they burned incense on all the high
places, like the nations whom the Lord had carried away before them. and they did
wicked things to provoke the Lord fo anger, for they served idols, of which the Lord had
said to them, "You shall not do this thing." Yet the Lord testified against Israel and
against Judah, by all His prophets, every seer, saying, "Turn from your evil ways, and
keep My commandments and My statutes, according to all the law which I commanded
your fathers, and which I sent to you by My servants the prophets.”

Nevertheless they would not hear, but stiffened their necks, like the necks of their
fathers, who did not believe in the Lord their God. And they rejected His statutes and
His covenant that He had made with their fathers, and His testimonies which He had
testified against them; they followed idols, became idolaters, and went after the nations
who were all around them, concerning whom the Lord had charged them that they should
not do like them.

So they left all the commandments of the Lord their God, made for themselves a molded
image and fwo calves, made a wooden image and worshipped all the host of heaven, and
served Baal. And they caused their sons and daughters to pass through the fire,
practiced witchcraft and soothsaying, and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the
Lord, to provoke Him to anger. Therefore the Lord was very angry with Israel, and
removed them from His sight; there was none left but the tribe of Judah alone. Also
Judah did not keep the commandments of the Lord their God, but walked in the statutes
of Israel which they had made. And the Lord rejected all the descendants of Israel,
afflicted them, and delivered them into the hand of plunderers, until He had cast them
from His sight. For He fore Israel from the house of David, and they made Jeroboam
the son of Nebat king. Then Jeroboam drove Israel from following the Lord, and made
them commit a great sin. For the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam
which he did; they did not depart from them, until the Lord removed Israel out of His
sight, as He had said by all His servants the prophets. So Israel was carried away from
their own land to Assyria, as it is to this day.

Then the king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Ava, Hamath, and from
Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the children of Israel;
and they fook possession of Samaria and dwelt in its cities. And it was so, at the
beginning of their dwelling there, that they did not fear the Lord; therefore the Lord
sent lions among them, which killed some of them.




So they spoke to the king of Assyria, saying, "The nations whom you have removed and
placed in the cities of Samaria do not know the rituals of the God of the land; therefore
He has sent lions among them, and indeed, they are killing them because they do not
know the rituals of the God of the land." Then the king of Assyria commanded, saying,
"Send there one of the priests whom you brought from there; let him go and dwell
there, and let him teach them the rituals of the God of the land." Then one of the
priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came and dwelt in Bethel, and taught
them how they should fear the Lord.

However every nation continued to make gods of its own, and put them in the shrines on
the high places which the Samaritans had made, every nation in the cities where they
dwelt. The men of Babylon made Succoth Benoth, the men of Cuth made Nergal, the men
of Hamath made Ashima, and the Avites made Nibhaz and Tartak; and the Sepharvites
burned their children in fire fo Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim.
So they feared the Lord, and from every class they appointed for themselves priests of
the high places, who sacrificed for them in the shrines of the high places. They feared
the Lord, yet served their own gods - according to the rituals of the nations from among
whom they were carried away. To this day they continue practicing the former rituals;
they do hot fear the Lord, nor do they follow their statutes or their ordinances, or the
law and commandment which the Lord had commanded the children of Jacob, whom He
named Israel, with whom the Lord had made a covenant and charged them, saying:

"You shall not fear other gods, nor bow down to them nor serve them nor sacrifice to
them; but the Lord, who brought you up from the land of Egypt with great power and an
outstretched arm, Him you shall fear, Him you shall worship, and to Him you shall offer
sacrifice. And the statutes, the ordinances, the law, and the commandment which He
wrote for you, you shall be careful to observe forever; you shall not fear other gods.
And the covenant that I have made with you, you shall not forget, nor shall you fear
other gods. But the Lord your God you shall fear; and He will deliver you from the hand
of all your enemies.”

However they did not obey, but they followed their former rituals. So these nations
feared the Lord, yet served their carved images; also their children and their children's
children have continued doing as their fathers did, even to this day. (2Ki 17:5-41)

Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in whatever you
judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things. But we
know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who practice such
things. And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such things, and
doing the same, that you will escape the judgment of God? Or do you despise the riches
of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God
leads you to repentance? But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent
heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the
righteous judgment of God, who "Will render to each one according to his deeds™
eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and
immortality; but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey
unrighteousness - indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man
who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek; but glory, honor, and peace to
everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.



For there is no partiality with God. For as many as have sinned without the law will also
perish without law, and as many as have sinned in the law will be judged by the law (for
not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be
justified; for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law,
these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, who show the work of the
law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between
themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them) in the day when God will
judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel. (Rom 2:1-16)

The Law, is God's Law, and He defines therein, what is acceptable behaviour and what is
unacceptable behaviour. The Ten Commandments are the Law on which we must base our
moral standards and can be summed up by, ‘Love God and Love your neighbour".

Am I sinning, if I drink a glass of wine or strong spirit?

"You shall truly tithe all the increase of your grain that the field produces year by year.
And you shall eat before the Lord your God, in the place where He chooses to make His
name abide, the tithe of your grain and your new wine and your oil, of the firstborn of
your herds and your flocks, that you may learn o fear the Lord your God always. But if
the journey is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, or if the
place where the Lord your God chooses to put His name is foo far from you, when the
Lord your God has blessed you, then you shall exchange it for money, take the money in
your hand, and go to the place which the Lord your God chooses. And you shall spend
that money for whatever your heart desires: for oxen or sheep, for wine or similar
drink, for whatever your heart desires; you shall eat there before the Lord your God,
and you shall rejoice, you and your household. You shall not forsake the Levite who is
within your gates, for he has no part nor inheritance with you. At the end of every third
year you shall bring out the tithe of your produce of that year and store it up within
your gates. And the Levite, because he has no portion nor inheritance with you, and the
stranger and the fatherless and the widow who are within your gates, may come and eat
and be satisfied, that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hand
which you do. (Deu 14:22-29)

These are God's instructions to the children of Israel. A person can drink a glass of wine
or stronger spirit in the very presence of the Lord! People used to fell me that it is
sinning to do this! Isn't reading God's Word wonderful? One should not become drunk,
but enjoying a glass of wine, malt or liquor, is not sinning. (Read Proverb 31:4-9)

Regarding the tithe. The tenth of a person's income does not automatically belong to
your local church. It is to be used fo celebrate the Lord blessing your family. It is to be
used fo bless: the orphans, the poor, the widows, the sick and the needy strangers.
Basically all who are in need, who can't help themselves. We are the eyes and the hands
of God, and we should distribute His resources wisely, to the people in need who we
come into contact with. This may be by buying food for an orphanage, or by paying a
needy person's medical bills. God gives us the freedom to decide for ourselves which is
the best cause. If you are undecided, pray about it and God will show you what to do
with the tenth of your income. If you still can't decide, then give it to your church. A
church must be held fully accountable for what it is doing with the money, and worthy
causes should be supported when they glorify God's name.



May I eat meat?

"When the Lord your God enlarges your border as He has promised you, and you say, ‘Let
me eat meat, because you long to eat meat, you may eat as much meat as your heart
desires. If the place where the Lord your God chooses to put His name is too far from
you, then you may slaughter from your herd and from your flock which the Lord has
given you, just as I have commanded you, and you may eat within your gates as much as
your heart desires. Just as the gazelle and the deer are eaten, so you may eat them; the
unclean and the clean alike may eat them (! everybody). Only be sure that you do not eat
the blood, for the blood is the life; you may not eat the life with the meat. You shall not
eat it you shall pour it on the earth like water. You shall not eat it, that it may go well
with you and your children after you, when you do what is right in the sight of the Lord."
(Deu 12:20-25)

What about circumcision?

“And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your
God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul, and fo keep the commandments of the Lord and His statutes
which I command you today for your good? Indeed heaven and the highest heavens
belong to the Lord your God, also the earth with all that is in it. The Lord delighted only
in your fathers, to love them; and He chose their descendants after them, you above all
peoples, as it is this day. Therefore circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and be stiff-
necked no longer. For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great
God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality nor takes a bribe. He administers
justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the stranger, giving him food and

clothing. Therefore love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.”
(Deu 10:12-19)

"Then the Lord your God will bring you to the land which your fathers possessed, and you
shall possess it. He will prosper you and multiply you more than your fathers. And the
Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live." (Deu 30:5-6)

For circumcision is indeed profitable if you keep the law; but if you are a breaker of the
law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision. Therefore, if an uncircumcised man
keeps the righteous requirements of the law, will not his uncircumcision be counted as
circumcision? And will not the physically uncircumcised, if he fulfills the law, judge you
who, even with your written code and circumcision, are a transgressor of the law? For he
is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh;
but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit,
not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God. (Rom 2:25-29)

Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of
faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of
the law. Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes,
of the Gentiles also, since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and
the uncircumcised through faith. Do we then make void the law through faith?
Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law. (Rom 3:27-31)




What about fasting?

“Is this not the fast that I have chosen: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the
heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and that you break every yoke? Is it not to
share your bread with the hungry, and that you bring to your house the poor who are
cast out; when you see the naked, that you cover him, and not hide yourself from your
own flesh? Then your light shall break forth like the morning, your healing shall spring
forth speedily, and your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the Lord shall be
your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry, and He will
say, 'Here I am." If you take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger,
and speaking wickedness, if your extend your soul fo the hungry and satisfy the
afflicted soul, then your light shall dawn in the darkness, and your darkness shall be as
the noonday. The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your soul in drought, and
strengthen your bones; you shall be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water,
whose waters do not fail. Those from among you shall build the old waste places; you
shall raise up the foundations of many generations; and you shall be called the Repairer
of the Breach, the Restorer of Streets to Dwell In." (Isa 58:6-12)

What about the 4™ Commandment, honouring the Sabbath day?

"If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath, from doing your pleasure on My holy day,
and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy day of the Lord honorable, and shall honor Him,
not doing your own ways, nor finding your own pleasure, nor speaking your own words,
then you shall delight yourself in the Lord; and I will cause you to ride on the high hills
of the earth, and feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father. The mouth of the
Lord has spoken.” (Isa 58:13-14)

"Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath
throughout their generations as a perpetual covenant. It is a sign between Me and the
children of Israel forever; for in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, and
on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.’ “ (Exo 31:16-17)

“For as the new heavens and the new earth which I will make shall remain before Me,"
says the Lord, "So shall your descendants and your name remain. And it shall come to
pass that from one New Moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another, all flesh
shall come to worship before Me," says the Lord. (Isa 66:22-23)

Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things. For one
believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables. Let not him who
eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats;
for God has received him. Who are you to judge another's servant? To his own master he
stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand. One
person esteems one day above another; another esteems every day alike. Let each be
fully convinced in his own mind. He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and he
who does not observe the day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to
the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat,
and gives God thanks. For none of us lives to himself, and ho one dies to himself. For if
we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live
or die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He
might be Lord of both the dead and the living. (Rom 14:1-9)
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