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Morning Star

Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw the light,
that it was good; and God divided the light from the darkness.  (Gen 1:3-4)

The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet,
until Shiloh comes; and to Him shall be the obedience of the people. Binding His
donkey to the vine, and his donkey’s colt to the choice vine, He washed His
garments in wine, and His clothes in the blood of grapes. His eyes are darker than
wine, and His teeth whiter than milk.  (Gen 49:10-12)

“And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.”  (Exo 25:8)

“I see Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near; a Star shall come out of
Jacob; a Scepter shall rise out of Israel, and batter the brow of Moab, and destroy
all the sons of tumult. And Edom shall be a possession; Seir also, his enemies,
shall be a possession, while Israel does valiantly, out of Jacob One shall have
dominion, and destroy the remains of the city.”  (Num 24:17-19)

“Then I will raise up for Myself a faithful Priest who shall do according to what is
in My heart and in My mind. I will build Him a sure house, and He shall walk
before My anointed forever.”  (1Sa 2:35)

“Go and tell My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD:
“Would you build a house for Me to dwell in?  For I have not dwelt in a
house since the time that I brought the children of Israel up from
Egypt, even to this day, but have moved about in a tent and in a
tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about with all the children of
Israel, have I ever spoken a word to anyone from the tribes of Israel,
whom I commanded to shepherd My people Israel, saying, ‘Why have
you not built Me a house of cedar?’ ” ’

Now therefore, thus shall you say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD
of hosts:

“I took you from the sheepfold, from following the sheep, to be a ruler
over My people, over Israel. And I have been with you wherever you
have gone, and have cut off all your enemies from before you, and
have made you a great name, like the name of the great men who are
on the earth. Moreover I will appoint a place for My people Israel, and
will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own and move
no more; nor shall the sons of wickedness oppress them anymore, as
previously, since the time that I commanded judges to be over My
people Israel, and have caused you to rest from all your enemies. Also
the LORD tells you that He will make you a house. When your days are
fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your Seed after
you, who will come from your body, and I will establish His kingdom.
He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of
His kingdom forever. I will be His Father, and He shall be My son. If He
commits iniquity, I will chasten Him with the rod of men and with the
blows of the sons of men. But My mercy shall not depart from Him, as
I took it from Saul, whom I removed from before you. And your house
and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne
shall be established forever.” ’ ”

According to all these words and according to all this vision, so Nathan spoke to
David.  (2Sa 7:5-17)
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“But King Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of David shall be established
before the LORD forever.”  (1Ki 2:45)

“Moreover I will appoint a place for My people Israel, and will plant them, that
they may dwell in a place of their own and move no more; nor shall the sons of
wickedness oppress them anymore, as previously, since the time that I
commanded judges to be over My people Israel. Also I will subdue all your
enemies. Furthermore I tell you that the LORD will build you a house. And it shall
be, when your days are fulfilled, when you must go to be with your fathers, that
I will set up your Seed after you, who will be of your sons; and I will establish His
kingdom. He shall build Me a house, and I will establish His throne forever. I will
be His Father, and He shall be My son; and I will not take My mercy away from
Him, as I took it from him who was before you. And I will establish Him in My
house and in My kingdom forever; and His throne shall be established forever.”
(1Ch 17:9-14)

“However the LORD God of Israel chose me above all the house of my father to
be king over Israel forever, for He has chosen Judah to be the ruler. And of
the house of Judah, the house of my father, and among the sons of my father,
He was pleased with me to make me king over all Israel.”  (1Ch 28:4)

“Yet I have set My King on My holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: The Lord
has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, today I have begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will
give You the nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your
possession.’ ”  (Psa 2:6-8)

Remember Your congregation, which You have purchased of old, the tribe of Your
inheritance, which You have redeemed – this Mount Zion where You have dwelt.
(Psa 74:2)

Yet they [Israel] tested and provoked the Most High God, and did not keep His
testimonies, but turned their back and acted unfaithfully like their fathers; they
were turned aside like a deceitful bow. For they provoked Him to anger with their
high places, and moved Him to jealousy with their carved images. When God
heard this, He was furious, and greatly abhorred Israel, so that He forsook the
tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent He had placed among men, and delivered His
strength into captivity, and His glory into the enemy’s hand.  (Psa 78:56-61)

Pilate said to them, “What then shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?”  They all said
to him, “Let Him be crucified!”  Then the governor said, “Why, what evil has He done?”
But they cried out all the more, saying, “Let Him be crucified!”  When Pilate saw that he
could not prevail at all, but rather that a tumult was rising, he took water and washed
his hands before the multitude, saying, “I am innocent of the blood of this just Person.
You see to it.”  And all the people answered and said, “His blood be on us and
on our children.”  Then he released Barabbas to them; and when he had scourged Jesus,
he delivered Him to be crucified.  (Mat 27:22-26)

Moreover He rejected the tent of Joseph, and did not choose the tribe of Ephraim,
but chose the tribe of Judah, Mount Zion which He loved. And He built
His sanctuary like the heights, like the earth which He has established forever.
He also chose David His servant, and took him from the sheepfolds; from
following the ewes that had young, He brought him to shepherd Jacob His people,
and Israel His inheritance. So he shepherded them according to the integrity of
his heart, and guided them by the skillfulness of his hands.  (Psa 78:67-72)

Let Your hand be upon the Man of Your right hand, upon the Son of Man whom
You made strong for Yourself. Then we will not turn back from You; revive us,
and we will call upon Your name. Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; cause Your
face to shine, and we shall be saved!  (Psa 80:17-19)
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“I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn to My servant David:
‘Your seed I will establish forever, and build up your throne to all generations.’ ”
(Psa 89:3-4)

“He shall cry to ME, ‘You are My Father, My God, and the rock of My salvation.’
Also I will make Him My firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. My mercy
I will keep for Him forever, and My covenant shall stand firm with Him. His seed
also I will make to endure forever, and His throne as the days of heaven. If His
sons forsake My law and do not walk in My judgments, if they break My statutes
and do not keep My commandments, then I will punish their transgression with
the rod, and their iniquity with stripes.”  (Psa 89:26-32)

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then
Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example,
was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things behold,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not
be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy
Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save
His people from their sins.”  So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child,
and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,”  which is translated, “God with
us.”  Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her
firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS.  (Mat 1:18-25)

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no
end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with
judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts
will perform this. (Isa 9:6-7)

He went a little farther, and fell on the ground, and prayed that if it were possible, the
hour might pass from Him. And He said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for You.
Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will.”
(Mar 14:35-36)

Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David: His Seed shall endure
forever, and His throne as the sun before Me; it shall be established forever like
the moon, even the faithful witness in the sky.”  (Psa 89:35-37)

The LORD has sworn in truth to David; He will not turn from it: “I will set upon
your throne the fruit of your body. If your sons will keep My covenant and My
testimony which I shall teach them, their sons also shall sit upon your throne
forevermore.”  (Psa 132:11-12)

Who has ascended into heaven, or descended?  Who has gathered the wind in His
fists?  Who has bound the waters in a garment?  Who has established all the ends
of the earth?  What is His name, and what is His Son’s name, if you know?
(Pro 30:4)

“No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son
of Man who is in heaven.”  (Joh 3:13)

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  (Joh 3:16)

“The LORD of hosts, Him you shall hallow; let Him be your fear, and let Him be
your dread. He will be as a sanctuary, but a stone of stumbling and a rock of
offense to both the houses of Israel, as a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem. And many among them shall stumble; they shall fall and be broken,
be snared and taken.”
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Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. And I will wait on
the LORD, who hides His face from the house of Jacob; and I will hope in Him.
Here I am and the children whom the LORD has given Me! We are for signs and
wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, who dwells in Mount Zion.
(Isa 8:13-18)

What shall we say then?  That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have attained
to righteousness, even the righteousness of faith; but Israel, pursuing the law of
righteousness, has not attained to the law of righteousness. Why?  Because they did not
seek it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that
stumbling stone. As it is written: “Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and a rock of
offense, and whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.”  (Rom 9:30-33)

Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the
cloud, all passed through the sea, all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the
sea, all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank
of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. But with most of
them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness.
(1Co 10:1-5)

Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, as
newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the Word, that you may grow thereby, if indeed
you have tasted that the Lord is gracious. Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected
indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, you also, as living stones, are being
built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ. Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, “Behold, I lay in
Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, precious, and he who believes on Him will by no means
be put to shame.”  Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are
disobedient, “The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone,”
[Psa 118:22] and “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense.”  They stumble, being
disobedient to the Word, to which they also were appointed. But you are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvellous light;
who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy
but now have obtained mercy.  (1Pe 2:1-10)

Who is this who comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah, this One
who is glorious in His apparel, traveling in the greatness of His strength? -

“I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save.”

Why is Your apparel red, and Your garments like one who treads in the
winepress?

“I have trodden the winepress alone, and from the peoples no one was
with Me. For I have trodden them in My anger, and trampled them in
My fury; their blood is sprinkled upon My garments, and I have stained
all My robes. For the day of vengeance is in My heart, and the year of
My redeemed has come. I looked, but there was no one to help, and I
wondered that there was no one to uphold; therefore My own arm
brought salvation for Me; and My own fury, it sustained Me. I have
trodden down the peoples in My anger, made them drunk in My fury,
and brought down their strength to the earth.”  (Isa 63:1-6)

I will remember the works of the LORD; surely I will remember Your wonders of old.
I will also meditate on all Your work, and talk of Your deeds. Your way, O God, is in the
sanctuary; who is so great a God as our God?  You are the God who does wonders;
You have declared Your strength among the peoples. You have with Your arm redeemed
Your people, the sons of Jacob and Joseph. Selah.  (Psa 77:11-15)

Remember Your congregation, which You have purchased of old, the tribe of Your
inheritance, which You have redeemed – this Mount Zion where You have dwelt.
(Psa 74:2)
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The portion of Jacob is not like them [idols], for He is the Maker of all things, and
Israel is the tribe of His inheritance; the LORD of hosts is His name.
(Jer 10:16 & 51:19)

“Behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD, “that I will raise to David a Branch
of righteousness; a King shall reign and prosper, and execute judgment and
righteousness in the earth. In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell
safely; now this is His name by which He will be called: THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS.”  (Jer 23:5-6 & 33:15-16)

“Can you bind the cluster of the Pleiades, or loose the belt of Orion?  Can you
bring out Mazzaroth in its season?  Or can you guide the Great Bear with its cubs?
Do you know the ordinances of the heavens?  Can you set their dominion over the
earth?”  (Job 38:31-33)

He made the Pleiades and Orion; He turns the shadow of death into morning and
makes the day dark as night; He calls for the waters of the sea and pours them
out on the face of the earth; the LORD is His name.  (Amo 5:8)

Be silent in the presence of the Lord God; for the day of the Lord is at hand, for
the Lord has prepared a sacrifice; He has invited His guests.  (Zep 1:7)

“Behold, the Man whose name is the BRANCH!  From His place He shall branch
out, and He shall build the temple of the LORD; Yes, He shall build the temple of
the LORD. He shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule on His throne; so He
shall be a priest on His throne, and the counsel of peace shall be between them
both.”  (Zec 6:12-13)

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!  Behold,
your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a
donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  (Zec 9:9)

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king
behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who
has been born King of the Jews?  For we have seen His star in the East and have
come to worship Him.”  When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of
the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. So
they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet:
‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are not the least among the rulers of
Judah; for out of you shall come a Ruler who will shepherd My people Israel.’ ”

Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them
what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said,
“Go search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring
back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.”

When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had
seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young
Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And
when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His
mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their
treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Then,
being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they
departed for their own country another way.  (Mat 2:1-12)
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Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. And
John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and are You
coming to me?”  But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, for
thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”  Then he allowed Him. When He
had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the
heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying,
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  (Mat 3:13-17)

Then the Pharisees went out and plotted against Him, how they might destroy
Him. But when Jesus knew it, He withdrew from there. And great multitudes
followed Him, and He healed them all. Yet He warned them not to make Him
known, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying:
“Behold! My servant whom I have chosen, My beloved in whom My soul is well
pleased! I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He will declare justice to the Gentiles.
He will not quarrel nor cry out, nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets.
A bruised reed He will not break, and smoking flax He will not quench, till He
sends forth justice to victory and in His name Gentiles will trust.”

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And having come in, the angel said
to her, “Rejoice, highly favoured one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you
among women!”  But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and
considered what manner of greeting this was. Then the angel said to her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS.
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will
give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”  Then Mary said to the angel,
“How can this be, since I do not know a man?”  And the angel answered and said
to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will
overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called
the Son of God.” (Luk 1:26-35)

And the LORD said to me [Moses] : “What they have spoken is good. I will raise up for
them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth,
and He shall speak to them all that I command Him. And it shall be that whoever will not
hear My words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of him.”  (Deu 18:18)

Then one was brought to Him who was demon-possessed, blind and mute; and
He healed him, so that the blind and mute man both spoke and saw. And all the
multitudes were amazed and said, “Could this be the Son of David?”
(Mat 12:14-23)

Now it happened, the day after, that He went into a city called Nain; and many of
His disciples went with Him, and a large crowd. And when He came near the gate
of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother;
and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city was with her. When the
Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.”

Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still.
And He said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.”  So he who was dead sat up and
began to speak. And He presented him to his mother. Then fear came upon all,
and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has risen up among us”; and,
“God has visited His people.”  And this report about Him went throughout all
Judea and all the surrounding region.  (Luk 7:11-17)
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One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, “There is a lad
here who has five barley loaves and two small fish, but what are they among so
many?”  The Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.”  Now there was much grass
in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. And Jesus
took the loaves, and when He had given thanks He distributed them to the
disciples, and the disciples to those sitting down; and likewise of the fish, as
much as they wanted. So when they were filled, He said to His disciples, “Gather
up the fragments that remain, so that nothing is lost.”  Therefore they gathered
them up, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves
which were left over by those who had eaten. Then those men, when they had
seen the sign that Jesus did, said, “This is truly the Prophet who is to come into
the world.”  (Joh 6:8-14)

On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying,
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the
Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”

“For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living
waters, and hewn themselves cisterns – broken cisterns that can hold no water.”
(Jer 2:13)

O LORD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake You shall be ashamed. “Those who depart
from Me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the LORD,
the fountain of living waters.”  (Jer 17:13)

In that day a fountain shall be opened for the house of David and for the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness.”  (Zec 13:1)

But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would
receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
Therefore many from the crowd, when they heard this saying, said, “Truly this is
the Prophet.”  Others said, “This is the Christ.”  But some said, “Will the Christ
come out of Galilee?  Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the
seed of David and from the town of Bethlehem, where David was?”  So there was
a division among the people because of Him.  (Joh 7:37-43)

Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James and John his brother, led them up on
a high mountain by themselves; and He was transfigured before them. His face
shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. And behold,
Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. Then Peter answered and
said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us make here
three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  While he was
still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice
came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased. Hear Him!”  And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces and
were greatly afraid. But Jesus came and touched them and said, “Arise, and do
not be afraid.”  When they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus
only. Now as they came down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them,
saying, “Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man is risen from the dead.”
(Mat 17:1-9)

Now when they drew near Jerusalem, and came to Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village
opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her.
Loose them and bring them to Me. And if anyone says anything to you, you shall
say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’  and immediately he will send them.”  All this
was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying:
“Tell the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your King is coming to you, lowly, and sitting
on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ”
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So the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them. They brought the
donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and set Him on them. And a very
great multitude spread their clothes on the road; others cut down branches from
the trees and spread them on the road. Then the multitudes who went before and
those who followed cried out, saying: “Hosanna to the Son of David!  ‘Blessed is
He who comes in the name of the LORD!’  Hosanna in the highest!”  And when
He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, “Who is this?”
So the multitudes said, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.”
(Mat 21:1-11 & Mar 11:1-10 & Luk 19:28-40 & Joh 12:12-19)

Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, saying, “If you had
known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your
peace!  But now they are hidden from your eyes. For days will come upon you
when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and
close you in on every side, and level you, and your children within you, to the
ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did
not know the time of your visitation.”  (Luk 19:41-44)

Then, as some spoke of the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and
donations, He said, “These things which you see – the days will come in which
not one stone shall be left upon another that shall not be thrown down.”
(Luk 21:5-6)

Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will
raise it up.”  Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple,
and will You raise it up in three days?”  But He was speaking of the temple of His
body. Therefore, when He was risen from the dead, His disciples remembered
that He had said this to them, and they believed the Scripture and the word
which Jesus had said.  (Joh 2:19-22)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and
without Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was
the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
comprehend it.  (Joh 1:1-5)

Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I AM the light of the world. He who
follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”  (Joh 8:12)

“As long as I am in the world, I AM the light of the world.”  (Joh 9:5)

Jesus said to her, “I AM the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me,
though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never
die. Do you believe this?”  She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the
Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”  (Joh 11:25-27)

Then Jesus cried out and said, “He who believes in Me, believes not in Me but in
Him who sent Me. And he who sees Me sees Him who sent Me. I have come as a
light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness.
And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did
not come to judge the world but to save the world. He who rejects Me, and does
not receive My words, has that which judges him – the word that I have spoken
will judge him in the last day. For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the
Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should
speak. And I know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I
speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak.”  (Joh 12:44-50)
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“I AM the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that
does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes,
that it may bear more fruit. You are already clean because of the word which I
have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit
of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.

I AM the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears
much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me,
he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them
into the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in Me, and My words abide in
you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My Father
is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.  (Joh 15:1-8)

Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are
afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”  (Act 2:38-39)

“The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His
servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when
he was determined to let Him go. But you denied the Holy One and the Just, and
asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and killed the Prince of life, whom
God raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses. And His name, through
faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the
faith that comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the
presence of you all. Yet now brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, as did
also your rulers. But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His
prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled.

Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that He may
send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, whom heaven must receive
until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of
all His holy prophets since the world began.

For Moses truly said to the fathers, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a
Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He
says to you. And it shall be that every soul who will not hear that Prophet shall be
utterly destroyed from among the people.’  Yes, and all the prophets, from
Samuel and those who follow, as many as have spoken, have also foretold these
days. You are the sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with
our fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your seed all the families of the earth
shall be blessed.’  To you first, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him
to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities.”
(Act 3:13-26)

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and
elders of Israel: If we this day are judged for a good deed done to a helpless
man, by what means he has been made well, let it be known to you all, and to all
the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before
you whole. This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has
become the chief cornerstone.’  Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no
other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
(Act 4:8-12)
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“Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as He appointed,
instructing Moses to make it according to the pattern that he had seen, which our
father, having received it in turn, also brought with Joshua into the land
possessed by the Gentiles, whom God drove out before the face of our fathers
until the days of David, who found favour before God and asked to find a dwelling
for the God of Jacob. But Solomon built Him a house. However, the Most High
does not dwell in temples made with hands, as the prophet says: ‘Heaven is My
throne, and earth is My footstool. What house will you build for Me?’  Says the
LORD, ‘Or what is the place of My rest?  Has My hand not made all these things?’

You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears!  You always resist the Holy
Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did your fathers not
persecute?  And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One,
of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers, who have received
the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it.”  (Act 7:44-53)

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God. For you
did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of
adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba Father.”  The Spirit Himself bears witness
with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs – heirs of
God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be
glorified together. For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the
earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of
God.  (Rom 8:14-19)

Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells
in you?  If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple
of God is holy, which temple you are.  (1Co 3:16-17)

Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,
whom you have from God, and you are not your own?  For you were bought at a
price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.
(1Co 6:19-20)

For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness?  And what communion
has light with darkness?  And what accord has Christ with Belial?  Or what part
has a believer with an unbeliever?  And what agreement has the temple of God
with idols?  For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will
dwell in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they shall be My
people.”  Therefore “Come out from among them and be serparate,” says the
Lord. “Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you. I will be a Father
to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters,” says the LORD Almighty.
Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
(2Co 6:14 - 7:1)

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as
were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all
one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and
heirs according to the promise. Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child,
does not differ at all from a slave, though he is master of all, but is under
guardians and stewards until the time appointed by the father. Even so we, when
we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world.



11

But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!”  Therefore
you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through
Christ.  (Gal 3:26 - 4:7)

For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you,
and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and
spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him,
being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and
longsuffering with joy; giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has delivered us from
the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,
in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all
things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were
created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all
things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
(Col 1:9-18)

Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle
and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus, who was faithful to Him who
appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His house. For this One has been
counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built the house
has more honour than the house. For every house is built by someone, but He
who built all things is God. And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as
a servant, for a testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward,
but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the
confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.  (Heb 3:1-6)

Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High
Priest who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,
a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and
not man.  (Heb 8:1-3)

He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest
in these last times for you who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from
the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.
(1Pe 1:20-21)

For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His
majesty. For He received from God the Father honour and glory when such a
voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased.”  And we heard this voice which came from heaven when we
were with Him on the holy mountain. And so we have the prophetic word
confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until
the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; knowing this first, that
no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never came
by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy
Spirit.  (2Pe 1:16-21)
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Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and
from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, and from Jesus Christ,
the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of
the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood,
and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen. Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every
eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will
mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. “I AM the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End,”  says the Lord,  “who is who was and who is to come,
the Almighty.”  (Rev 1:4-8)

“But hold fast what you have till I [Jesus] come. And he who overcomes, and
keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations – ‘He shall
rule them with a rod of iron; they shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s
vessels’ – as I also have received from My Father; and I will give him the morning
star. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
(Rev 2:25-29)

“These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the
creation of God.”  (Rev 3:14)

“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent.
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the
door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. To him who
overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat
down with My Father on His throne.  (Rev 3:19-21)

She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child
was caught up to God and His throne.  (Rev 12:5)

The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And
the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. But I saw no temple in
it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city had no need
of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it.
The Lamb is its light. And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its
light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honour into it. Its gates
shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there). And they shall bring
the glory and the honour of the nations into it. But there shall by no means enter
it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.  (Rev 21:21-27)

“And behold, I [Jesus] am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to
every one according to his work. I AM the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning
and the End, the First and the Last.”

Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to
the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. But outside are
dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and
whoever loves and practices a lie. “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you
these things in the churches. I AM the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright
and Morning Star.”

And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”  And let him who hears say, “Come!”
And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life
freely.  (Rev 22:12-17)
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