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Please don’t let Me be misunderstood!

I was reading my Bible and struggling to understand what Paul was talking about. I became
frustrated with, what seems to me, to be his inability to deal with one subject at a time. “Keep-
it-simple-silly”, I said out loud. Then I thought, ‘That’s not very scriptural!’  Okay, what about,
“In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, but he who restrains his lips is wise.”
‘That’s not relevant’, came the reply, ‘because Paul’s writings, are a multitude of ideas.’

Why is the Bible so complex? Does keep-it-simple really work? The Ten Commandments are
pretty straight forward, but does man keep those requirements of God’s Law?

I now realise; that the text is so complex by design. Like the printing of a multicoloured
picture. Each colour is printed, one at a time, over the same area of the paper. As each colour
is added, a clearer picture emerges. If the different colours were on separate pieces of paper,
it would be very difficult to look at just one paper, and visualize the complete picture. Reading
just one book of the Bible, is also just like that. To visualize the complete image, one has to
have read all the books of the Bible. Scriptures superposition themselves in the mind, and the
complicated becomes clearer to the reader. That’s why we are to meditate on scripture. This
is also a proof of authorship, as a complicated design indicates a superior intellectual ability.

I had recently read where Paul talks about the earthly sanctuary, and he concludes by saying,
“Of these things we cannot now speak in detail.” I wondered why? Was it because he had
already dealt with it in other texts? I was still thinking about this while I was in church, and
heard them comparing the Church Leadership, to the Sanctuary and Priestly practices. Then
it hit me,  churches are trying to maintain the obsolete Old Covenant organisational structure.
To maintain this structure, is a testimony of ignorance of God’s Plan of Salvation for Mankind.
Well, okay that sounds harsh, but I’ll state my case, and you be the judge.

In the beginning there was a pattern
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “Speak to the children of Israel, that they bring
Me an offering. From everyone who gives it willingly with his heart you shall take My
offering. And this is the offering which you shall take from them: gold, silver, and
bronze; blue, purple, and scarlet thread, fine linen, and goats’ hair; ram skins dyed red,
badger skins, and acacia wood; oil for the light, and spices for the anointing oil and for
the sweet incense; onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod and in the breastplate.
And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. According to all that I
show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings,
just so you shall make it.”  (Exo 25:1-9)

“You shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the
Testimony that I will give you. And there I will meet with you, and I will speak with you
from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are on the ark of the
Testimony, about everything which I give you in commandment to the children of Israel.”
(Exo 25:21-22)

“It (! the lampstand) shall be made of a talent of pure gold, with all these utensils. And
see to it that you make them according to the pattern which was shown to you on the
mountain.”  (Exo 25:40)

“You shall overlay the boards with gold, make their rings of gold as holders for the bars,
and overlay the bars with gold. And you shall raise up the tabernacle according to the
pattern which you were shown on the mountain.”  (Exo 26:29-30)
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“The poles shall be put in the rings, and the poles shall be on the two sides of the altar
to bear it. You shall make it hollow with boards; as it was shown you on the mountain, so
shall they make it.”  (Exo 27:7-8)

“And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty. So
you shall speak to all who are gifted artisans, whom I have filled with the spirit of
wisdom, that they may make Aaron’s garments, to consecrate him, that he may minister
to Me as priest.”  (Exo 28:2-3)

“So I will consecrate the tabernacle of meeting and the altar. I will also consecrate both
Aaron and his sons to minister to Me as priests. I will dwell among the children of Israel
and will be their God. And they shall know that I am the Lord their God, who brought
them up out of the land of Egypt, that I may dwell among them. I am the Lord their
God.”  (Exo 29:44-46)

Now this workmanship of the lampstand was hammered gold; from its shaft to its
flowers it was hammered work. According to the pattern which the Lord had shown
Moses, so he made the lampstand.  (Num 8:4)

Then Joshua called the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half the tribe of Manasseh, and
said to them: “You have kept all that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, and
have obeyed my voice in all that I have commanded you. You have not left your brethren
these many days, up to this day, but have kept the charge of the commandment of the
Lord your God. And now the Lord your God has given rest to your brethren, as He
promised them; now therefore, return and go to your tents and to the land of your
possession, which Moses the servant of the Lord gave you on the other side of the
Jordan. But take careful heed to do the commandment and the law which Moses the
servant of the Lord commanded you, to love the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways, to
keep His commandments, to hold fast to Him, and to serve Him with all your heart and
with all your soul.”  So Joshua blessed them and sent them away, and they went to their
tents.  (Jos 22:1-6)

David followed the Lord’s method and supplied plans and materials to Solomon
Now David assembled at Jerusalem all the leaders of Israel: the officers of the tribes
and the captains of the divisions who served the king, the captains over thousands and
captains over hundreds, and the stewards over all the substance and possessions of the
king and of his sons, with the officials, the valiant men, and all the mighty men of valor.
Then King David rose to his feet and said, “Hear me, my brethren and my people: I had it
in my heart to build a house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and for the
footstool of our God, and had made preparations to build it. But God said to me, ‘You
shall not build a house for My name, because you have been a man of war and have shed
blood.’  However the Lord God of Israel chose me above all the house of my father to be
king over Israel forever, for He has chosen Judah to be the ruler. And of the house of
Judah, the house of my father, and among the sons of my father, He was pleased with
me to make me king over all Israel. And of all my sons (for the Lord has given me many
sons) He has chosen my son Solomon to sit on the throne of the kingdom of the Lord
over Israel.
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Now He said to me, ‘It is your son Solomon who shall build My house and My courts; for I
have chosen him to be My son, and I will be his Father. Moreover I will establish his
kingdom forever, if he is steadfast to observe My commandments and My judgments, as
it is this day.’  Now therefore, in the sight of all Israel, the assembly of the Lord, and in
the hearing of our God, be careful to seek out all the commandments of the Lord your
God, that you may possess this good land, and leave it as an inheritance for your children
after you forever. As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve
Him with a loyal heart and with a willing mind; for the Lord searches all hearts and
understands all the intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but
if you forsake Him, He will cast you off forever. Consider now, for the Lord has chosen
you to build a house for the sanctuary; be strong, and do it.”

Then David gave his son Solomon the plans for the vestibule, its houses, its treasuries,
its upper chambers, its inner chambers, and the place of the mercy seat; and the plans
for all that he had by the Spirit, of the courts of the house of the Lord, of all the
chambers all around, of the treasuries of the house of God, and of the treasuries for
the dedicated things; also for the division of the priests and the Levites, for all the
work of the service of the house of the Lord, and for all the articles of service in the
house of the Lord. He gave gold by weight for things of gold, for all articles used in
every kind of service; also silver for all articles of silver by weight, for all articles used
in every kind of service; the weight for the lampstands of gold, and their lamps of gold,
by weight for each lampstand and its lamps; for the lampstands of silver by weight, for
the lampstand and its lamps, according to the use of each lampstand.

And by weight he gave gold for the tables of the showbread, for each table, and silver
for the tables of silver; also pure gold for the forks, the basins, the pitchers of pure
gold, and the golden bowls – he gave gold by weight for every bowl; and for the silver
bowls, silver by weight for every bowl; and refined gold by weight for the altar of
incense, and for the construction of the chariot, that is, the gold cherubim that spread
their wings and overshadowed the ark of the covenant of the Lord. “All this,” said David,
“the Lord made me understand in writing, by His hand upon me, all the works of these
plans.”  And David said to his son Solomon, “Be strong and of good courage, and do it; do
not fear nor be dismayed, for the Lord God – my God – will be with you. He will not leave
you nor forsake you, until you have finished all the work for the service of the house of
the Lord. Here are the divisions of the priests and the Levites for all the service of the
house of God; and every willing craftsman will be with you for all manner of workmanship,
for every kind of service; also the leaders and all the people will be completely at your
command.”

Furthermore King David said to all the assembly: “My son Solomon, whom alone God has
chosen, is young and inexperienced; and the work is great, because the temple is not for
man but for the Lord God. Now for the house of my God I have prepared with all my
might: gold for things to be made of gold, silver for things of silver, bronze for things of
bronze, iron for things of iron, wood for things of wood, onyx stones, stones to be set,
glistening stones of various colors, all kinds of precious stones, and marble slabs in
abundance.
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Moreover, because I have set my affection on the house of my God, I have given to the
house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the holy house, my own
special treasure of gold and silver: three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir,
and seven thousand talents of refined silver, to overlay the walls of the houses; the gold
for things of gold and the silver for things of silver, and for all kinds of work to be done
by the hands of craftsmen. Who then is willing to consecrate himself this day to the
Lord?”  Then the leaders of the father’ houses, leaders of the tribes of Israel, the
captains of thousands and of hundreds, with the officers over the king’s work, offered
willingly. They gave for the work of the house of God five thousand talents and ten
thousand darics (drams) of gold, ten thousand talents of silver, eighteen thousand
talents of bronze, and one hundred thousand talents of iron. And whoever had precious
stones gave them to the treasury of the house of the Lord, into the hand of Jehiel the
Gershonite. Then the people rejoiced, for they had offered willingly, because with a
loyal heart they had offered willingly to the Lord; and King David also rejoiced greatly.
(1Ch 28:1-29:9)

When one reads this, one can’t help but think, that this is the same as what happened in
Exodus 25 with Moses and Aaron. It was a far more lavish and expensive tabernacle that
David was building, but essentially the procedures and services remained the same.
Churches today, follow the same approach as David in honouring God, and seem to forget
that the plan of sanctification from sin has changed significantly. The Laws and
commandments of God, identify what sin is and the Priests and the Levites took care of the
transference of the sin from the people, to the sacrificial animals. The sacrificial animals were
killed according to strict methods and procedures. The blood of the animals, symbolically
covered the sins of the people, in the eyes of our Lord God; thereby restoring the righteous
status to the people.

Is this temple, what our Lord God had in mind? Did He request this lavish temple? Had David
misunderstood the prophets message? Would God live in this temple? Let’s go back to the
prophet Nathan’s message from God to David.

Now it came to pass when the king was dwelling in his house, and the Lord had given him
rest from all his enemies all around, that the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now,
I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells inside tent curtains.”  Then Nathan
said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you.”  But it
happened that night that the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying, “Go tell My
servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Would you build a house for Me to dwell in? For I
have not dwelt in a house since the time that I brought the children of Israel up from
Egypt, even to this day, but have moved about in a tent and in a tabernacle. Wherever I
have moved about with all the children of Israel, have I ever spoken a word to anyone
from the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd My people Israel, saying,
‘Why have you not built Me a house of Cedar?’ ” ’ ”

“Now therefore, thus shall you say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts: “I
took you from the sheepfold, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people, over
Israel. And I have been with you wherever you have gone, and have cut off all your
enemies from before you, and have made you a great name, like the name of the great
men who are on the earth.
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Moreover I will appoint a place for My people Israel, and will plant them, that they may
dwell in a place of their own and move no more; nor shall the sons of wickedness oppress
them anymore, as previously, since the time that I commanded judges to be over My
people Israel, and have caused you to rest from all your enemies. Also the Lord tells you
that He will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your
fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will
establish His kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the
throne of His kingdom forever. I will be His Father, and He shall be My Son. If he
commits iniquity, I will chasten Him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons
of men. But My mercy shall not depart from Him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed
from before you. And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before
you. Your throne shall be established forever.” ’ ”  According to all these words and
according to all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David.  (2Sa 7:1-17)

Observations
1) The Lord God said, He had never requested a house of cedar.
2) The Lord God said He would appoint a place for Israel, and will establish them there.
3) The sons of wickedness will not be able to oppress them anymore.
4) The Lord God would make David a house, and not the other way round.
5) The seed to come after David, was not Solomon, but Jesus Christ.
6) His Throne and Kingdom is established forever.
7) The Lord God is Jesus Christ’s Father and Jesus is His Son.
8) When Jesus took the sins of the World on His shoulders, He was chastened with the rod

of men (the cross) and the blows of the sons of men (scourged).
9) David’s kingdom did not last; the Babylonians, the Greeks and the Romans ruled over

Jerusalem, until the Kingdom of Jesus Christ (descendant of David of the tribe of Judah)
was established. This Kingdom of God will last forever.

Solomon realised that the Temple he was building was not for God to actually dwell in, but
only for God’s name. This is revealed in Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication of the Temple.

“And now I pray, O God of Israel, let Your word come true, which You have spoken to
Your servant David my father. But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven
and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You. How much less this temple which I have
built! Yet regard the prayer of Your servant and his supplication, O Lord my God, and
listen to the cry and the prayer which Your servant is praying before You today: that
Your eyes may be open toward this temple night and day, toward the place of which You
said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that You may hear the prayer which Your servant makes
toward this place. And may You hear the supplication of Your servant and of Your people
Israel, when they pray toward this place. Hear in heaven Your dwelling place; and when
You hear, forgive.”  (1Ki 8:26-30)  ( Also see verses 32, 34, 36, 39, 43, 45, 49)

This is where most churches are today. The want to build a wonderful church for God to dwell
there. People suspend their lives, go to church, and worship God. When the service is over,
they forget about God, go home and carry on with their lives. This is more or less what the
Israelites were doing. The Old Covenant Temple was only the introduction to God’s Law and
Commandments. The sacrifices for the sins of the Israelites, were just temporary coverings,
placeholders if you like, for the One True Sacrifice for sin. So does the Bible mention that the
New Covenant would replace the Old Covenant, before it happened?
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“Son of man, describe the temple to the house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of
their iniquities; and let them measure the pattern. And if they are ashamed of all that
they have done, make known to them the design of the temple and its arrangement, its
exits and its entrances, its entire design and all its ordinances, all its forms and all its
laws. Write it down in their sight, so that they may keep its whole design and all its
ordinances, and perform them. This is the law of the temple: The whole area surrounding
the mountaintop is most holy. Behold, this is the law of the temple.”  (Eze 43:10-12)

“Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?”  says the Lord God, “and not
that he should turn from his ways and live?  But when a righteous man turns away from
his righteousness and commits iniquity, and does according to all the abominations that
the wicked man does, shall he live?  All the righteousness which he has done shall not be
remembered; because of the unfaithfulness of which he is guilty and the sin which he
has committed, because of them he shall die. Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not
fair.’  Hear now, O house of Israel, is it not My way which is fair, and your ways which
are not fair?  When a righteous man turns away from his righteousness, commits
iniquity, and dies in it, it is because of the iniquity which he has done that he dies. Again,
when a wicked man turns away from the wickedness which he committed, and does what
is lawful and right, he preserves himself alive. Because he considers and turns away from
all the transgressions which he committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. Yet the
house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’  O house of Israel, is it not My
ways which are fair, and your ways which are not fair?  Therefore I will judge you, O
house of Israel, every one according to his ways,” says the Lord God.  “Repent, and turn
from all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin.  Cast away from you all
the transgressions which you have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new
spirit.  For why should you die, O house of Israel?  For I have no pleasure in the death
of one who dies,” says the Lord God. “Therefore turn and live!”  (Eze 18:23-32)

“Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah – not according to the covenant that I made
with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land
of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them,” says the
Lord. “But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those
days,”  says the Lord: “I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I
will be their God, and they shall be My people. No more shall every man teach his
neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they all shall know Me,
from the least of them to the greatest of them,” says the Lord.  “For I will forgive their
iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”  (Jer 31:31-34)

Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill?
He who walks uprightly, and works righteousness, and speaks the truth in his heart; he
who does not backbite with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbor, nor does he take up
a reproach against his friend; in whose eyes a vile person is despised, but he honors
those who fear the Lord; he who swears to his own hurt and does not change; he who
does not put out his money at usury, nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. He
who does these things shall never be moved.  (Psa 15)
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The earth is the Lord’s, and all its fullness, the world and those who dwell therein.
For He has founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the waters.
Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord?  Or may stand in His holy place?
He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, nor
sworn deceitfully. He shall receive blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the
God of his salvation. This is Jacob, the generation of those who seek Him, who seek Your
face. Selah  (Psa 24:1-6)

Who is the man that fears the Lord? Him shall He teach in the way He chooses. He
himself shall dwell in prosperity, and his descendants shall inherit the earth. The secret
of the Lord is with those who fear Him, and He will show them His covenant.
(Psa 25:12-14)

For thus say the High and Lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy:
“I will dwell in the high and holy place, with him who has a contrite and humble spirit, to
revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. For I will
not contend forever, nor will I always be angry; for the spirit would fail before Me, and
the souls which I have made. For the iniquity of his covetousness I was angry and struck
him; I hid and was angry, and he went on backsliding in the way of his heart. I have seen
his ways, and will heal him; I will also lead him, and restore comforts to him and to his
mourners. I create the fruit of the lips: Peace, peace to him who is far off and to him
who is near,” says the Lord, “And I will heal him. But the wicked are like the troubled
sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no peace,”  says
my God, “for the wicked.”  (Isa 57:15-21)

“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former shall not be
remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; for
behold, I create Jerusalem as a rejoicing, and her people a joy. I will rejoice in
Jerusalem, and joy in My people; the voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her, nor
the voice of crying.”  (Isa 65:17-19)

The New Covenant
At that time Jesus answered and said, “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and have revealed them to
babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your sight. All things have been
delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father. Nor does
anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal
Him. Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”  (Mat 11:25-30)

He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know
Him. He came to His own (! the Jews), and His own did not receive Him. But as many as
received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who
believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
(Joh 1:10-14)
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The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. Our fathers worshipped
on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to
worship.”  Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will
neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father. You worship what you do
not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour is coming,
and now is, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the
Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must
worship in spirit and truth.”  The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming
(who is called Christ). When He comes, He will tell us all things.”  Jesus said to her,
“I who speak to you am He.”  (Joh 4:19-26)

Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My
Father’s name, they bear witness of Me. But you do not believe, because you are not My
sheep, as I said to you. My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.
And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch
them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no
one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand. I and My Father are one.”
(Joh 10:25-30)

“If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know
Him and have seen Him.” Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is
sufficient for us.”  Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not
known Me, Philip?  He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us
the Father?’  Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me?  The
words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who
dwells in Me does the works. Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me,
or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves.”  (Joh 14:7-11)

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also;
and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. And whatever you
ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask
anything in My name, I will do it.”  (Joh 14:12-14)

“If you love Me, keep My commandments. And I will pray the Father, and He will give you
another Helper, that He may abide with you forever – the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for
He dwells with you and will be in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. A
little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live,
you will live also. At that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I
in you.”  (Joh 14:15-20)

Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My
Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. He who does
not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the
Father’s who sent Me. These things I have spoken to you while being present with you.
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you
all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.”  (Joh 14:23-26)
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“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. If you abide in Me, and My words abide
in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is
glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.”  (Joh 15:4,7-8)

Jesus said to her, “Mary!”  She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say,
Teacher).  Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My
Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your
Father, and to My God and your God.’ ”  Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that
she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken these things to her.  (Joh 20:16-18)

And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came,
the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!”  Then He said to
Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and
put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.”  And Thomas answered and said
to Him, “My Lord and my God!”  Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me,
you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
(Joh 20:26-29)

“This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. Therefore being exalted to
the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.”  (Act 2:32-33)

For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally
minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is
enmity (! an enemy) against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can
be. So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh
but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have
the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of
sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life
to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.  (Rom 8:5-11)

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if
children, then heirs – heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with
Him, that we may also be glorified together.  (Rom 8:16-17)

Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in
you?  If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him.  For the temple of God
is holy, which temple you are.  (1Co 3:16-17)
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Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has
righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And what
accord has Christ with Belial?  Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? And what
agreement has the temple of God with idols?  For you are the temple of the living God.
As God has said: “I will dwell in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they
shall be My people.”  Therefore, “Come out from among them and be separate,” says the
Lord. “Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you. I will be a Father to you, and
you shall be My sons and daughters,” says the Lord Almighty. Therefore, having these
promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.  (2Co 6:14 - 7:1)

Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? – unless indeed you are disqualified. But I trust
that you will know that we are not disqualified.  (2Co 13:5-6)

Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh – who are called Uncircumcision
by what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands – that at that time you
were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from
the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ
Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He
Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of
separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments
contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus
making peace, and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the
cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. And He came and preached peace to you who
were afar off and to those who were near. For through Him we both have access by one
Spirit to the Father. Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having been built
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief
cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple
in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the
Spirit.  (Eph 2:11-22)

To me, who am least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all see what is the
fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God
who created all things through Jesus Christ; to the intent that now the manifold wisdom
of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the
heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus
our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.
(Eph 3:8-12)

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with
which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with
one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one
Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all,
and in you all. (Eph 4:1-6)
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Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary
edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit
of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  (Eph 4:29-30)

See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time,
because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of
the Lord is. And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the
Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things to God the
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another in the fear of
God.  (Eph 5:15-21)

Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a
pattern. For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping,
that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose god is
their belly, and whose glory is in their shame – who set their mind on earthly things. For
our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious
body, according to the workings by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.
Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the
Lord, beloved.  (Plp 3:17 – 4:1)

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving,
let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren,
whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever
things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there
is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy – meditate on these things. The things
which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace
will be with you.  (Plp 4:6-9)

I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the
afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, of which I became a
minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to fulfill
the word of God, the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations,
but now has been revealed to His saints. To them God willed to make known what are the
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope
of glory. Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we
may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.  (Col 1:24-28)

And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful,
putting me into the ministry, although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an
insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace
of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. This
is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners, of whom I am chief.



12

However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all
longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.
Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory
forever and ever. Amen.  (1Ti 1:12-17)

Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love
which are in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was committed to you, keep by the Holy
Spirit who dwells in us.  (2Ti 1:13-14)

The heavenly tabernacle
Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who
is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of
the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man. For
every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is
necessary that this One also have something to offer. For if He were on earth, He would
not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law; who
serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when
he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things
according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”  But now He has obtained a more
excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was
established on better promises. (Heb 8:1-6)

A New Covenant
For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a
second. Because finding fault with them, He says: “Behold, the days are coming,” says
the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house
of Judah – not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when
I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they did not
continue in My covenant, and I disregarded them,” says the Lord.
“For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,”
says the Lord: “I will put My laws in their mind, and write them on their hearts; and I
will be their God, and they shall be My people. None of them shall teach his neighbor,
and none his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for all shall know Me, from the least of
them to the greatest of them. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their
sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.” In that He says, “A new
covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing
old is ready to vanish away.  (Heb 8:7-13)

The Earthly Sanctuary
Then indeed, even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and the earthly
sanctuary. For a tabernacle was prepared: the first part, in which was the lampstand,
the table, and the showbread, which is called the sanctuary; and behind the veil, the
part of the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of All, which had the golden censor
and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold, in which were the golden pot
that had the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant; and
above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these we cannot
now speak in detail.  (Heb 9:1-5)
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Limitations of the Earthly Service
Now when these things had been thus prepared, the priests always went into the first
part of the tabernacle, performing the services. But into the second part the high priest
went alone once a year, not without blood, which he offered for himself and for the
people’s sins committed in ignorance; the Holy Spirit indicating this, that the way into
the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest while the first tabernacle was still
standing. It was symbolic for the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices are
offered which cannot make him who performed the service perfect in regard to the
conscience – concerned only with foods and drinks, various washings, and fleshly
ordinances imposed until the time of reformation.  (Heb 9:6-10)

The Heavenly Sanctuary
But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more
perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. Not with the blood
of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all,
having obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of
a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much more
shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot
to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?  And for this
reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption
of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive
the promise of the eternal inheritance.  (Heb 9:11-15)

The Mediator’s Death was necessary
For where there is a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the
testator. For a testament is in force after men are dead, since it has no power at all
while the testator lives. Therefore not even the first covenant was dedicated without
blood. For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law,
he took the blood of calves and goats, with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled
both the book itself and all the people, saying, “This is the blood of the covenant which
God has commanded you.” Then likewise he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle and
all the vessels of the ministry. And according to the law almost all things are purified
with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.  (Heb 9:16-22)

Greatness of Christ’s Sacrifice
Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should be
purified with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than
these. For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of
the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; not that
He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year
with blood of another – He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of
the world; but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself. And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the
judgment, so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly
wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin for salvation.  (Heb 9:23-28)
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For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified. But the
Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He had said before, “This is the covenant that
I will make with them after those days,” says the Lord: “I will put My laws into their
hearts, and in their minds I will write them,” then He adds, “Their sins and their lawless
deeds I will remember no more.”

Now where there is remission of these, there is no longer an offering for sin. Therefore,
brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living
way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High
Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with
pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who
promised is faithful. And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good
works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but
exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer
remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery
indignation which will devour the adversaries. Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies
without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. Of how much worse
punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God
underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common
thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?  (Heb 10:14-29)

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he
dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; for he waited for the city which has
foundations, whose builder and maker is God.

By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child
when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised.
Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of
the sky in multitude – innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore.

These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off
were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth. For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a
homeland. And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come
out, they would have had opportunity to return. But now they desire a better, that is, a
heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has
prepared a city for them.  (Heb 11:8-16)

And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the
promise, God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made
perfect apart from us.  (Heb 11:39-40)
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Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called
children of God!  Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be,
but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He
is. And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
(1Jo 3:1-3)

Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just
as He is righteous. Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in
him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God. Now he who keeps His
commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us,
by the Spirit whom He has given us.  (1Jo 3:7,9,24)

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God;
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of
God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and
every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God.
And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now
already in the world. You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because
He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. They are of the world. Therefore
they speak as of the world, and the world hears them. We are of God. He who knows God
hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and
the spirit of error.  (1Jo 4:1-6)

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him
who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. By this we know that we love the
children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments. For this is the love of
God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. For
whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome
the world – our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God?  (1Jo 5:1-5)

This is He who came by water and blood – Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by water
and blood. And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth. For there
are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and
these three are one. And there are three that bear witness on earth: the Spirit, the
water, and the blood; and these three agree as one. If we receive the witness of men,
the witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of God which He has testified of
His Son.  He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not
believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has
given of His Son. And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this
life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does
not have life. These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of
God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe
in the name of the Son of God.  (1Jo 5:6-13)
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Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away. Also there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city, New
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is
with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God himself will be
with them and be their God. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there
shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the
former things have passed away.”

Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.”  And He said to me,
“Write, for these words are true and faithful.”  And He said to me, “It is done!  I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water
of life freely to him who thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be
his God and he shall be My son. But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers,
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which
burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”  (Rev 21:1-8)

“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one
according to his work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the
First and the Last.”  Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have
the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. But outside
are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever
loves and practices a lie.

“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the
Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”  And the Spirit and the
bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!”  And let him who thirsts come.
Whoever desires, let him take of the water of life freely.  (Rev 22:12-17)
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