Mirror mirror - of God’s Law

The Bronze Laver

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “You shall also make a laver of bronze,
with its base also of bronze, for washing. You shall put it between the tabernacle
of meeting and the altar. And you shall put water in it, for Aaron and his sons
shall wash their hands and their feet in water from it. When they go into the
tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister, to burn an
offering made by fire to the Lord, they shall wash with water, lest they die.
So they shall wash their hands and their feet, lest they die. And it shall be a
statute forever to them - to him and his descendants throughout their
generations.” (Exo 30:17-21)

He made the laver of bronze and its base of bronze, from the bronze mirrors of
the serving women who assembled at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.
(Exo 38:8)

As in water face reflects face, so a man’s heart reveals the man. (Pro 27:19)

Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is
not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked,
thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.
But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they
will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. For we know in part
and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect has come, then that
which is in part will be done away. When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I
understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away
childish things. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I
know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. And now abide faith,
hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. (1Co 13:4-13)

You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men; clearly you
are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink but by the Spirit of
the living God, not on tables of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart.
And we have such trust through Christ toward God. Not that we are sufficient of
ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from
God, who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the
letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

But if the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones, was glorious, so that
the children of Israel could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of the
glory of his countenance, which glory was passing away, how will the ministry of
the Spirit not be more glorious? For if the ministry of condemnation had glory,
the ministry of righteousness exceeds much more in glory. For even what was
made glorious had no glory in this respect, because of the glory that excels. For if
what is passing away was glorious, what remains is much more glorious.

Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great boldness of speech - unlike
Moses, who put a veil over his face so that the children of Israel could not look
steadily at the end of what was passing away. But their minds were blinded. For
until this day the same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old Testament,
because the veil is taken away in Christ. But even to this day, when Moses is
read, a veil lies on their heart. Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil
is taken away.



Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But
we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are
being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit
of the Lord.

Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not
lose heart. But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in
craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the
truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.

But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, whose
minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.

For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your
bondservants for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who commanded light to shine out
of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen
vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.

(2Co 3:2-4:7)

So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow
to wrath; for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.
Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But be doers of
the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of
the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror;
for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he
was. But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is
not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he
does. If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue
but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless. Pure and undefiled
religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their
trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world. (Jam 1:19-27)

Image

Then God said, “"Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness;
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and
over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth.” So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He
created him; male and female He created them. (Gen 1:26-27)

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because
what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so
that they are without excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not
glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and
their foolish hearts were darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and
changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible
man - and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. Therefore God also
gave them up to uncleaness, in the lust of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies
among themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped
and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.
(Rom 1:18-25)




Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because
He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God. And we know
that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined
to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among
many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He
called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.
(Rom 8:27-30)

Now I praise you, brethren, that you remember me in all things and keep the
traditions just as I delivered them to you. But I want you to know that the head
of every man is Christ, the head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.
Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonors his head.
But every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors
her head, for that is one and the same as if her head were shaved. For if a
woman is not covered, let her also be shorn. But if it is shameful for a woman to
be shorn or shaved, let her be covered. For a man indeed ought not to cover his
head, since he is the image and glory of God; but woman is the glory of man. For
man is not from woman, but woman from man. Nor was man created for the
woman, but woman for the man. For this reason the woman ought to have a
symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels. (1Co 11:2-10)

So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised
in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness,
it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There
is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. And so it is written, "The first man
Adam became a living being.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.
However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. The
first man was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from
heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who are made of dust; and as
is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. And as we have borne
the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man.
(1Co 15:42-49)

Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified
by faith. But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. For you are all
sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized
into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ
Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according
to the promise. (Gal 3:24-29)

For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He
is the Savior of the body. For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His
bones. (Eph 5:23,30)

For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you,
and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and
spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him,
being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and
longsuffering with joy; giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has delivered us from
the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,
in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. He is the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things
were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible,




whether thrones or dominions or principaltilies or powers. All things were created
through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things
consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.

(Col 1:9-18)

Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, and
have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of
Him who created him, where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.
Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies,
kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and
forgiving one another; if anyone has a complaint against another, even as Christ
forgave you, so you also must do. But above all these things put on love, which is
the bond of perfection. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also
you were called in one body; and be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatever
you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through Him. (Col 3:9-17)

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers
by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; who being
the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all
things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become so much better
than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than
they. (Heb 1:1-4)

Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments
of God and the faith of Jesus. Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me,
“Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” ”

“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, and their works
follow them.” (Rev 14:12-13)

The wrong image to follow

Then the Pharisees went and plotted how they might entangle Him in His talk.
And they sent to Him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we
know that You are true, and teach the way of God in truth; nor do You care about
anyone, for You do not regard the person of men. Tell us, therefore, what do you
think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus perceived their
wickedness, and said, "“Why do you test Me, you hypocrites? Show me the tax
money.” So they brought Him a denarius. And He said to them, “"Whose image
and inscription is this?” They said to Him, “Caesar's” And He said to them,
“"Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things
that are God’s.” When they had heard these words, they marveled, and left Him
and went their way. (Mat 22:15-22)

Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships
the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand,
he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out
full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.
And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest
day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the
mark of his name." (Rev 14:9-11)




Shining Faces
Now it was so, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of

the Testimony were in Moses’ hand when he came down from the mountain), that
Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone when he talked with Him.
So when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his
face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. Then Moses called to them,
and Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation returned to him; and Moses
talked with them. Afterward all the children of Israel came near, and he gave
them as commandments all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai.
And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face. But
whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with Him, he would take the
veil off until he came out; and he would come out and speak to the children of
Israel whatever he had been commanded. And whenever the children of Israel
saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone, then Moses would put
the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with Him. (Exo 34:29-35)

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘This
is the way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to them: “The Lord bless you
and keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.” ’ So they shall
put My name on the children of Israel, and I will bless them.” (Num 6:22-27)

God be merciful to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon us, Selah.
That Your way may be known on earth, Your salvation among all nations.
(Psa 67:1-2)

He waters the hills from His upper chambers; the earth is satisfied with the fruit
of Your works. He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, and vegetation for the
service of man, that he may bring forth food from the earth, and wine that makes
glad the heart of man, oil to make his face shine, and bread which strengthens
man’s heart. (Psa 104:13-15)

Direct my steps by Your word, and let no iniquity have dominion over me.
Redeem me from the oppression of man, that I may keep Your precepts. Make
Your face shine upon Your servant, and teach me Your statutes. Rivers of water
run down from my eyes, because men do not keep Your law. (Psa 119:133-136)

Who is like a wise man? And who knows the interpretation of a thing? A man’s
wisdom makes his face shine, and the sternness of his face is changed. (Ecc 8:1)

Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James and John his brother, led them up on
a high mountain by themselves; and He was transfigured before them. His face
shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. (Mat 17:1-2)

I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a
trumpet, saying, "I AM the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,”
and, “What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are
in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to
Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.”

Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw
seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the
Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest
with a golden band. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow,
and His eyes like a flame of fire; His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a
furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters;



He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged
sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. And when I
saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to
me,

“Do not be afraid; I AM the First and the Last. I AM He who lives, and was dead,
and behold, I AM alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of
Death. Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the
things which will take place after this. The mystery of the seven stars which you
saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the
angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the
seven churches.” (Rev 1:10-20)

Meditation — Inner reflection

“This book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in
it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.
For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good
success. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be
afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go."

(Jos 1:8-9)

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the
path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; but his delight is in the law of
the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree
planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf
also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper. (Psa 1:1-3)

How long, O you sons of men, will you turn my glory to shame? How long will
you love worthlessness and seek falsehood? Selah. But know that the Lord has
set apart for Himself him who is godly; the Lord will hear when I call to Him. Be
angry, and do not sin. Meditate within your heart on your bed, and be still. Selah.
Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your trust in the Lord. (Psa 4:2-5)

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your
sight, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer. (Psa 19:14)

My mouth shall speak wisdom, and the meditation of my heart shall give
understanding. I will incline my ear to a proverb; I will disclose my dark saying on
the harp. (Psa 49:3-4)

When I remember You on my bed, I meditate on You in the night watches.
Because You have been my help, therefore in the shadow of Your wings I will
rejoice. My soul follows close behind You; Your right hand upholds me.

(Psa 63:6-8)

I call to remembrance my song in the night; I meditate within my heart, and my
spirit makes diligent search. I will remember the works of the Lord; surely I will
remember Your wonders of old. I will also meditate on all Your work, and talk of
Your deeds. Your way, O God, is in the sanctuary; who is so great a God as our
God? (Psa 77:6,11-13)

I will meditate on Your precepts, and contemplate Your ways. I will delight myself
in Your statutes; I will not forget Your word. (Psa 119:15-16)

Make me understand the way of Your precepts; so shall I meditate on Your
wonderful works. My soul melts from heaviness; strengthen me according to Your
word. (Psa 119:27-28)




I will speak of Your testimonies also before kings, and will not be ashamed. And I
will delight myself in Your commandments, which I love. My hands also I will lift
up to Your commandments, which I love, and I will meditate on Your statutes.
Remember the word to Your servant, upon which You have caused me to hope.
This is my comfort in my affliction, for Your Word has given me life.

(Psa 119:46-50)

Let Your tender mercies come to me, that I may live; for Your law is my delight.
Let the proud be ashamed, for they treated me wrongfully with falsehood; but I
will meditate on Your precepts. Let those who fear You turn to me, those who
know Your testimonies. Let my heart be blameless regarding Your statutes, that I
may not be ashamed. (Psa 119:77-80)

Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. You, through Your
commandments, make me wiser than my enemies; for they are ever with me.
I have more understanding than all my teachers, for Your testimonies are my
meditation. (Psa 119:97-99)

I rise before the dawning of the morning, and cry for help; I hope in Your Word.
My eyes are awake through the night watches, that I may meditate on Your
Word. (Psa 119:147-148)

I remember the days of old; I meditate on all Your works; I muse on the work of
Your hands. I spread out my hands to You; my soul longs for You like a thirsty
land. Selah (Psa 143:5-6)

Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word,
in_conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give attention to
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which
was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of hands of the eldership.
Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may
be evident to all. Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for
in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you. (1Ti 4:12-16)

Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels having
the seven last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete. And I saw
something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, and those who have the victory
over the beast, over his image and over his mark and over the number of his
name, standing on the sea of glass, having harps of God. They sing the song of
Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying:

“Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty!

Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints!

Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy.
For all nations shall come and worship before You, for Your judgements have
been manifested.” (Rev 15:1-4)
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