The Missing Link

In the first two chapters of the Book of Genesis, it describes the chain of events
which brought about the creation of everything. One major event is not
mentioned in Genesis, which I believe is key for a better understanding of God’s
grace and His purpose for this Creation and His people.

The Lord’s answer to Ezra, regarding people.

Then I said, "But, Lord God, your concern is with the people who will be alive at
the end of the world. What will happen to those who live before that time?
What about us? What about those who came before us, and those who will live
after us?” He answered me, “The final judgement can be compared to a circle,
and just as a circle has no beginning or end, so those who come early will not be
too early, and those who come late will not be too late.” I replied, "But couldn’t
you have created all human beings, those of the past, the present, and the
future, so that they would all live at the same time? In that way, you could have
had your final judgement sooner?” He answered, “The creation cannot move
faster than the Creator. And besides, the world wouldn’t have been able to hold
all the people if everyone had been created at the same time.”

“Why, then,” 1 asked, “did you tell me just now that one day you would bring
back to life at the same time every creature that ever lived? If the world can hold
them all then, it can hold them now.” He answered, “That would be like asking a
woman who has given birth to ten children why she didn’t have them all at once,
instead of one at a time.”

“That would be impossible,” I answered. “"She can’t have them all at once.”
“In the same way,” He continued, “I have made the world like a womb so that it
produces human beings at regular intervals. The rule that neither a young child
nor an old woman can give birth to a baby also applies to the world that I have
created.”

“If you please, Lord,” I asked, “will you show me The One through whom you will
bring judgement on your creation?”

He said to me, "I made this decision before I created the world: before the gates
of the world were standing; before the winds were brought together to blow, or
the lightning flashed, or the thunder rolled; before the foundations of Paradise
were laid, or the beautiful flowers appeared; before the powers that move the
stars were established, or the armies of angels assembled; before the air was
piled up high, or the divisions of the heavens given their names; before I chose
Mount Zion as my footstool; before the present age was planned, or the scheming
of its sinners was rejected, or My seal was placed on those who obeyed the Law
and laid up a treasure of faithfulness. Even then, I decided that since I, and
I alone, had created the world, I, and I alone, would bring it to an end.”

(2Esdras 5:41-49, 5:56-6:6)

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all
things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were
created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all
things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to
reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in
heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. (Col 1:9-20)




Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness! Tremble before Him, all the
earth. Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns; the world also is firmly
established, it shall not be moved; He shall judge the peoples righteously.”
For He is coming, for He is coming to judge the earth. He shall judge the world
with righteousness, and the peoples with His truth. (Psa 96:9-10,13)

Sing to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the sound of a psalm, with
trumpets and the sound of a horn; shout joyfully before the LORD, the King. Let
the sea roar, and all its fullness, the world and those who dwell in it; let the rivers
clap their hands; let the hills be joyful together before the LORD, for He is coming
to judge the earth. With righteousness He shall judge the world, and the peoples

with equity. (Psa 98:5-9)

Concerning Your testimonies, I have known of old that You have founded them
forever. (Psa 119:152)

The entirety of Your word is truth, and every one of Your righteous judgements
endures forever. (Psa 119:160)

My tongue shall speak of Your word, for all Your commandments are
righteousness. Let Your hand become my help, for I have chosen Your precepts. I
long for Your salvation, O LORD, and Your law is my delight. Let my soul live, and
it shall praise You; and let Your judgements help me. I have gone astray like a
lost sheep; seek Your servant, for I do not forget Your commandments.

(Psa 119:173-176)

“The Lord possessed Me at the beginning of His way, before His works of old.
I have been established from everlasting, from the beginning, before there was
ever an earth. When there were no depths I was brought forth, when there were
no fountains abounding with water. Before the mountains were settled, before the
hills, I was brought forth; while as yet He had not made the earth or the fields, or
the primal dust of the world. When He prepared the heavens, I was there, when
He drew a circle on the face of the deep, when He established the clouds above,
when He strengthened the fountains of the deep, when He assigned to the sea its
limit, so that the waters would not transgress His command, when He marked out
the foundations of the earth, then I was beside Him as a master craftsman; and I
was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him, rejoicing in His inhabited
world, and My delight was with the sons of men. Now therefore, listen to Me,
My children, for blessed are those who keep My ways. Hear instruction and be
wise, and do not disdain it. Blessed is the man who listens to Me, watching daily
at My gates, waiting at the posts of My doors. For whoever finds Me finds life, and
obtains favor from the Lord; but he who sins against Me wrongs his own soul;
all those who hate Me love death.” (Pro 8:22-36)

“Remember the former things of old, for I AM God, and there is no other;
I AM God, and there is none like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and
from ancient times things that are not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand,
and I will do all My pleasure,’” Calling a bird of prey from the east, the man who
executes My counsel, from a far country. Indeed I have spoken it; I will also bring
it to pass. I have purposed it; I will also do it.” (Isa 46:9-11)

“Come near to Me, hear this: I have not spoken in secret from the beginning;
from the time that it was, I was there. And now the LORD GOD and His Spirit
have sent Me.” Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, The Holy One of Israel:
“I AM the LORD your GOD, who teaches you to profit, who leads you by the way
you should go. Oh, that you had heeded My commandments!”




“Then your peace would have been like a river, and your righteousness like the
waves of the sea. Your descendants also would have been like the sand, and the
offspring of your body like the grains of sand; his name would not have been cut
off nor destroyed from before Me.” (Isa 48:16-19)

All these things Jesus spoke to the multitude in parables; and without a parable
He did not speak to them, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophet, saying: “I will open My mouth is parables; I will utter things kept secret
from the foundation of the world.” (Mat 13:34-35)

“Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come you blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” ”
(Mat 25:34)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with GOD, and the Word was
GOD. He was in the beginning with GOD. All things were made through Him, and
without Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was
the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
comprehend it. (Joh 1:1-5)

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. (Joh 1:14)

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “"Behold! The Lamb of
GOD who takes away the sin of the world! This is He of whom I said, ‘After me
comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was before me.” I did not know
Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore I came baptizing with
water.” And John bore witness, saying, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven
like a dove, and He remained upon Him. I did not know Him, but He who sent me
to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and
remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I have seen
and testified that this is the Son of GOD.” (Joh 1:29-34)

“Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am,
that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before
the foundation of the world.” (Joh 17:24)

“Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, not to all the
people, but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us, who ate and drank
with Him after He arose from the dead. And He commanded us to preach to the
people, and to testify that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge of the
living and the dead. To Him all the prophets withess that, through His name,
whosoever believeth in Him will receive remission of sins.” (Act 10:40-43)

However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of
this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. But we speak
the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before
the ages for our glory, which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they
known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. (1Co 2:6-8)

Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ,
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ,
reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has
committed to us the word of reconciliation. (2Co 5:18-19)




Blessed be the GOD and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in
Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame
before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of
His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. (Eph 1:3-6)

To me [Paul], who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given,
that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to
make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of
the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ;
to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the
church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, according to the
eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we
have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him. (Eph 3:8-12)

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me [Paul] His
prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the
power of God, who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us
in Christ Jesus before time began, but has now been revealed by the appearance
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life
and immortality to light through the gospel, to which I was appointed a preacher,
an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. (2Ti 1:8-11)

Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith
of God'’s elect and the acknowledgment of the truth which accords with godliness,
in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began,
but has in due time manifested His word through preaching, which was
committed to me according to the commandment of God our Saviour; to Titus,
a true son in our common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. (Tit 1:1-4)

For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression
and disobedience received a just reward, how shall we escape if we neglect so
great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was
confirmed to us by those who heard Him, God also bearing witness both with
signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according
to His own will? (Heb 2:2-3)

For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the word which
they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it.
For we who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said: “So I swore in My
wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest,” ” although the works were finished from
the foundation of the world. (Heb 4:2-3)

And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each
one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear;
knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold,
from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.
He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest
in these last times for you who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from
the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

(1Pe 1:17-21)




That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled,
concerning the Word of life - the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear
witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was
manifested to us - that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that
you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father
and with His Son Jesus Christ. And these things we write to you that your joy
may be full. (1Jo 1:1-3)

“I AM the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the LORD,
“Who is and Who was and Who is to come, the Almighty.” (Rev 1:8)

“These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the
creation of God.” (Rev 3:14)

All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written
in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. (Rev 13:8)

And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not written in the
Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see the beast that was
and is not, and yet is. (Rev 17:8)

Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.”
And He said to me, “"Write, for these words are true and faithful.” And He said to
me, “It is done! I AM the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will
give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. He who
overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son.
But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral,
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with
fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” (Rev 21:5-8)

“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one
according to his work. I AM the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,
the First and the Last.” Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they
may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the
city. But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and
idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. "I Jesus, have sent My angel to
testify to you these things in the churches. I AM the Root and the Offspring of
David, the Bright and Morning Star.” And the Spirit and the bride say,
“Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water
of life freely. (Rev 22:12-17)

From these verses we can see that The Word, Jesus Christ the Son of GOD,
was appointed as the sacrificial Lamb of God for our redemption from sin, even
before there were people in a world contaminated by sin. God’s plan of salvation
was established before Creation, before sin and death. Amazing Grace!

-000-



