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Laughter

Then God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai,
but Sarah shall be her name. And I will bless her and also give you a son by her; then I
will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall be from her."
Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, "Shall a child be born
to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a
child?" And Abraham said to God, "Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!"
Then God said: "No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name
Isaac; I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his
descendants after him. And as for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed
him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve
princes, and I will make him a great nation. But My covenant I will establish with Isaac,
whom Sarah shall bear to you at this set time next year." Then He finished talking with
him, and God went up from Abraham.  (Gen 17:15-22)

Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in age; and Sarah had passed the age of
childbearing. Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, "After I have grown old,
shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?"
And the Lord said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh, saying, 'Shall I surely bear a child,
since I am old?' Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return
to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son."
But Sarah denied it, saying, "I did not laugh," for she was afraid. And He said, "No, but
you did laugh!"  (Gen 18:11-15)

And the Lord visited Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as He had spoken.
For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God
had spoken to him. And Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him - whom
Sarah bore to him - Isaac. Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight
days old, as God had commanded him. Now Abraham was one hundred years old when his
son Isaac was born to him. And Sarah said, "God has made me laugh, and all who hear will
laugh with me." She also said, "Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse
children? For I have borne him a son in his old age."  (Gen 21:1-7)

Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, "Thus says the Lord God of
Israel: 'Because you have prayed to Me against Sennacherib king of Assyria, I have
heard.' This is the word which the Lord has spoken concerning him:
'The virgin, the daughter of Zion, has despised you, laughed you to scorn; the daughter
of Jerusalem has shaken her head behind your back! Whom have you reproached and
blasphemed? Against whom have you raised your voice, and lifted your eyes on high?
Against the Holy One of Israel.' "
And it came to pass on a certain night that the angel of the Lord went out, and killed in
the camp of the Assyrians one hundred and eighty-five thousand; and when people arose
early in the morning, there were the corpses - all dead. So Sennacherib king of Assyria
departed and went away, returned home, and remained at Nineveh. Now it came to pass,
as he was worshipping in the temple of Nisroch his god, that his sons Adrammelech and
Sharezer struck him down with the sword; and they escaped into the land of Ararat.
Then Esarhaddon his son reigned in his place.
(2Ki 19:20-22,35-36 and Isa 37:21-23,36-38)
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So I came to Jerusalem and was there three days. Then I arose in the night, I and a few
men with me; I told no one what my God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem; nor was
there any animal with me, except the one on which I rode. And I went out by night
through the Valley Gate to the Serpent Well and the Refuse Gate, and viewed the walls
of Jerusalem which were broken down and its gates which were burned with fire. Then I
went on to the Fountain Gate and to the King's Pool, but there was no room for the
animal under me to pass. So I went up in the night by the valley, and viewed the wall;
then I turned back and entered by the Valley Gate, and so returned.
And the officials did not know where I had gone or what I had done; I had not yet told
the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the officials, or the others who did the work. Then I
said to them, "You see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lies waste, and its
gates are burned with fire. Come and let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no
longer be a reproach." And I told them of the hand of my God which had been good upon
me, and also of the king's words that he had spoken to me. So they said, "Let us rise up
and build." Then they set their hands to this good work.
But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official, and Geshem the Arab
heard of it, they laughed at us and despised us, and said, "What is this thing that you
are doing? Will you rebel against the king?" So I answered them, and said to them, "The
God of heaven Himself will prosper us; therefore we His servants will arise and build,
but you have no heritage or right or memorial in Jerusalem."  (Neh 2:11-20)

But it happened, when Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, that he was
furious and very indignant, and mocked the Jews. And he spoke before his brethren and
the army of Samaria, and said, "What are these feeble Jews doing? Will they fortify
themselves? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they complete it in a day? Will they revive
the stones from the heaps of rubbish - stones that are burned?"
Now Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, "Whatever they build, if even a
fox goes up on it, he will break down their stone wall."
Hear, O our God, for we are despised; turn their reproach on their own heads, and give
them as plunder to a land of captivity! Do not cover their iniquity, and do not let their sin
be blotted out from before You; for they have provoked You to anger before the
builders. So we built the wall, and the entire wall was joined together up to half its
height, for the people had a mind to work.  (Neh 4:1-6)

So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of Elul, in fifty-two days. And it
happened, when all our enemies heard of it, and all the nations around us saw these
things, that they were very disheartened in their own eyes; for they perceived that this
work was done by our God.  (Neh 6:15-16)

Then it was, when the wall was built and I had hung the doors, when the gatekeepers,
the singers, and the Levites had been appointed, that I gave the charge of Jerusalem to
my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the leader of the citadel, for he was a faithful man and
feared God more than many.  (Neh 7:1-2)
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Now at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought out the Levites in all their
places, to bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication with gladness, both with
thanksgivings and singing, with cymbals and stringed instruments and harps. And the
sons of the singers gathered together from the countryside around Jerusalem, from the
villages of the Netophathites, from the house of Gilgal, and from the fields of Geba and
Azmaveth; for the singers had built themselves villages all around Jerusalem. Then the
priests and Levites purified themselves, and purified the people, the gates, and the wall.
So I brought the leaders of Judah up on the wall, and appointed two large thanksgiving
choirs. One went to the right hand on the wall toward the Refuse Gate. The other
thanksgiving choir went the opposite way, and I was behind them with half of the people
on the wall, ....... So the two thanksgiving choirs stood in the house of God, likewise I and
the half of the rulers with me; and the priests, Eliakim, Maaseiah, Minjamin, Michaiah,
Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah, with trumpets; also Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar,
Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam, and Ezer. The singers sang loudly with Jezrahiah the
director. Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced, for God had made
them rejoice with great joy; the women and the children also rejoiced, so that the joy of
Jerusalem was heard afar off.  (Neh 12:27-31,38-43)

"Behold, happy is the man whom God corrects; therefore do not despise the chastening
of the Almighty. For He bruises, but He binds up; He wounds, but His hands make whole.
He shall deliver you in six troubles, yes, in seven no evil shall touch you. In famine He
shall redeem you from death, and in war from the power of the sword. You shall be
hidden from the scourge of the tongue, and you shall not be afraid of destruction when
it comes. You shall laugh at destruction and famine, and you shall not be afraid of the
beasts of the earth. For you shall have a covenant with the stones of the field, and the
beasts of the field shall be at peace with you. You shall know that your tent is in peace;
you shall visit your dwelling and find nothing amiss. You shall also know that your
descendants shall be many, and your offspring like the grass of the earth. You shall
come to the grave at a full age, as a sheaf of grain ripens in its season. Behold, this we
have searched out; it is true. Hear it, and know for yourself."  (Job 5:17-27)

"Behold this is the joy of His way, and out of the earth others will grow. Behold, God will
not cast away the blameless, nor will He uphold the evildoers. He will yet fill your mouth
with laughing, and your lips with rejoicing. Those who hate you will be clothed with
shame, and the dwelling place of the wicked will come to nothing."  (Job 8:19-22)

Then Job answered and said: "No doubt you are the people, and wisdom will die with you!
But I have understanding as well as you; I am not inferior to you. Indeed, who does not
know such things as these? I am one mocked by his friends, who called on God, and He
answered him, the just and blameless who is ridiculed. A lamp is despised in the thought
of one who is at ease; it is made ready for those whose feet slip. The tents of the
robbers prosper, and those who provoke God are secure - in what God provides by His
hand. But now ask the beasts, and they will teach you; and the birds of the air, and they
will tell you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach you; and the fish of the sea will
explain to you. Who among all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done
this, in whose hand is the life of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind? Does
the ear test words and the mouth taste its food? Wisdom is with aged men, and with
length of days, understanding. With Him are wisdom and strength, He has counsel and
understanding."  (Job 12:1-13)
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"Is not God in the height of heaven? And see the highest stars, how lofty they are! And
you say, 'What does God know? Can He judge through the deep darkness? Thick clouds
cover Him, so that He cannot see, and He walks above the circle of heaven.'
Will you keep to the old way which wicked men have trod, who were cut down before
their time, whose foundations were swept away by a flood? They say to God, 'Depart
from us! What can the Almighty do to them?'
Yet He filled their houses with good things; but the counsel of the wicked is far from
me. The righteous see it and are glad, and the innocent laugh at them: 'Surely our
adversaries are cut down, and the fire consumes their remnant.'
Now acquaint yourself with Him, and be at peace; thereby good will come to you. Receive,
please, instruction from His mouth, and lay up His words in your heart. If you return to
the Almighty, you will be built up; you will remove iniquity far from your tents. Then you
will lay your gold in the dust, and the gold of Ophir among the stones of the brooks.
Yes, the Almighty will be your gold and your precious silver; for then you will have your
delight in the Almighty, and lift up your face to God. You will make your prayer to Him,
He will hear you, and you will pay your vows. You will also declare a thing, and it will be
established for you; so light will shine on your ways. When they cast you down, and you
say, 'Exaltation will come!' Then He will save the humble person. He will even deliver one
who is not innocent; yes, he will be delivered by the purity of your hands."
(Job 22:12-30)

Why do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain thing? The kings of the earth set
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against His
Anointed, saying, "Let us break Their bonds in pieces and cast away Their cords from
us." He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall hold them in derision. Then He
shall speak to them in His wrath, and distress them in His deep displeasure: "Yet I have
set My King on My holy hill of Zion."
"I will declare the decree: The Lord has said to Me, 'You are My Son, today I have
begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance, and the
ends of the earth for Your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall
dash them to pieces like a potter's vessel.' "
Now therefore, be wise, O kings; be instructed, you judges of the earth. Serve the Lord
with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in
the way, when His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who put their trust
in Him.  (Psa 2:1-12)

The wicked plots against the just, and gnashes at him with his teeth. The Lord laughs at
him, for He sees that his day is coming. The wicked have drawn the sword and have bent
their bow, to cast down the poor and needy, to slay those who are of upright conduct.
Their sword shall enter their own heart, and their bows shall be broken. A little that a
righteous man has is better than the riches of many wicked. For the arms of the wicked
shall be broken, but the Lord upholds the righteous. The Lord knows the days of the
upright, and their inheritance shall be forever. They shall not be ashamed in the evil
time, and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied. But the wicked shall perish; and
the enemies of the Lord, like the splendour of the meadows, shall vanish. Into smoke
they shall vanish away. The wicked borrows and does not repay, but the righteous shows
mercy and gives. For those blessed by Him shall inherit the earth, but those cursed by
Him shall be cut off.  (Psa 37:12-22)
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Why do you boast in evil, O mighty man? The goodness of God endures continually. Your
tongue devises destruction, like a sharp razor, working deceitfully. You love evil more
than good, lying rather than speaking righteousness.  Selah
You love all devouring words, you deceitful tongue. God shall likewise destroy you
forever; He shall take you away, and pluck you out of your dwelling place, and uproot you
from the land of the living.  Selah
The righteous also shall see and fear, and shall laugh at him, saying, "Here is the man
who did not make God his strength, but trusted in the abundance of his riches, and
strengthened himself in his wickedness."
But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; I trust in the mercy of God forever
and ever. I will praise You forever, because You have done it; and in the presence of
Your saints I will wait on Your name, for it is good.  (Psa 52:1-9)

All day long they twist my words; all their thoughts are against me for evil. They gather
together, they hide, they mark my steps, when they lie in wait for my life. Shall they
escape by iniquity? In anger cast down the peoples, O God! You number my wanderings;
put my tears into Your bottle; are they not in Your book? When I cry out to You, then
my enemies will turn back; this I know, because God is for me. In God (I will praise His
word), In the Lord (I will praise His word), In God I have put my trust; I will not be
afraid. What can man do to me?  (Psa 59:5-11)

Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy. He who continually goes forth weeping, bearing
seed for sowing, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.
(Psa 126:5-6)

Wisdom calls aloud outside; She raises her voice in the open squares. She cries out in
the chief concourses, at the openings of the gates in the city She speaks her words:
"How long, you simple ones, will you love simplicity? For scorners delight in their
scorning, and fools hate knowledge. Turn at My rebuke; Surely, I will pour out My spirit
on you; I will make My words known to you. Because I have called and you refused, I have
stretched out My hand and no one regarded, because you disdained all My counsel, and
would have none of My rebuke, I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your
terror comes, when your terror comes like a storm, and your destruction comes like a
whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon you. Then they will call on Me, but I will
not answer; they will seek Me diligently, but they will not find Me. Because they hated
knowledge and did not choose the fear of the Lord, they would have none of My counsel
and despised My every rebuke."  (Pro 1:20-30)

Fools mock at sin, but among the upright there is favor. The heart knows its own
bitterness, and a stranger does not share its joy. The house of the wicked will be
overthrown, but the tent of the righteous will flourish. There is a way that seems right
to a man but its end is the way of death. Even in laughter the heart may sorrow, and the
end of mirth may be grief. The backslider in heart will be filled with his own ways, but a
good man will be satisfied from above.  (Pro 14:9-14)
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Those who forsake the law praise the wicked, but such as keep the law contend with
them. Evil men do not understand justice, but those who seek the Lord understand all.
Whoever keeps the law is a discerning son, but a companion of gluttons shames his
father. One who turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an
abomination. When the righteous rejoice, there is great glory; but when the wicked
arise, men hide themselves. He who covers his sins will not prosper, but whoever
confesses and forsakes them will have mercy. Happy is the man who is always reverent,
but he who hardens his heart will fall into calamity.  (Pro 28:4,5,7,9,12-14)

The righteous considers the cause of the poor, but the wicked does not understand such
knowledge. Scoffers set a city aflame, but wise men turn away wrath. If a wise man
contends with a foolish man, whether the fool rages or laughs, there is no peace. The
bloodthirsty hate the blameless, but the upright seek his well-being.  (Pro 29:7-10)

I said in my heart, "Come now, I will test you with mirth; therefore enjoy pleasure"; but
surely, this also was vanity. I said of laughter - "Madness!"; and of mirth, "What does it
accomplish?"  (Ecc 2:1-2)

To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck what is planted;
a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to gain, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away;
a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
a time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.

What profit has the worker from that in which he labors? I have seen the God-given
task with which the sons of men are to be occupied. He had made everything beautiful in
its time. Also He has put eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find out the
work that God does from beginning to end. I know that nothing is better for them than
to rejoice, and to do good in their lives, and also that every man should eat and drink and
enjoy the good of all his labor - it is the gift of God.  (Ecc 3:1-13)

A good name is better than precious ointment, and the day of death than the day of
one's birth; better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting,
for that is the end of all men; and the living will take it to heart. Sorrow is better than
laughter, for by a sad countenance the heart is made better. The heart of the wise is in
the house of mourning, but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth. It is better to
hear the rebuke of the wise than for a man to hear the song of fools. For like the
crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the fool. This also is vanity.
(Ecc 7:1-6)

A feast is made for laughter, and wine makes merry; but money answers everything.
(Ecc 10:19)
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Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you in the days of your
youth; walk in the ways of your heart, and in the sight of your eyes; but know that for all
these God will bring you into judgment. Therefore remove sorrow from your heart, and
put away evil from your flesh, for childhood and youth are vanity.  (Ecc 11:9-10)

While He spoke these things to them, behold, a ruler came and worshiped Him, saying,
"My daughter has just died, but come and lay Your hand on her and she will live." So
Jesus arose and followed him, and so did His disciples. When Jesus came into the ruler's
house, and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd wailing, He said to them, "Make
room, for the girl is not dead, but sleeping." And they ridiculed Him. But when the crowd
was put outside, He went in and took her by the hand, and the girl arose. And the report
of this went out into all that land.  (Mat 9:18-19,23-26)

Now when Jesus had crossed over again by boat to the other side, a great multitude
gathered to Him; and He was by the sea. And behold, one of the rulers of the synagogue
came, Jairus by name. And when he saw Him, he fell at His feet and begged Him
earnestly, saying, "My little daughter lies at the point of death. Come and lay Your hands
on her, that she may be healed, and she will live." So Jesus went with him, and a great
multitude followed Him and thronged Him. While He was still speaking, some came from
the ruler of the synagogue's house who said, "Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the
Teacher any further?" As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He said to the
ruler of the synagogue, "Do not be afraid; only believe."
And He permitted no one to follow Him except Peter, James and John the brother of
James. Then He came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and saw a tumult and
those who wept and wailed loudly. When He came in, He said to them, "Why make this
commotion and weep? The child is not dead, but sleeping." And they ridiculed Him. But
when He had put them all outside, He took the father and the mother of the child, and
those who were with Him, and entered where the child was lying. Then He took the child
by the hand, and said to her, "Talitha, cumi," which is translated, "Little girl, I say to you
arise." Immediately the girl arose and walked, for she was twelve years of age. And they
were overcome with great amazement. But He commanded them strictly that no one
should know it, and said that something should be given her to eat.  (Mar 5:21-24,35-43)

Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and said: "Blessed are you poor, for
yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be filled.
Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. Blessed are you when men hate you,
and when they exclude you, and revile you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of
Man's sake. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is great in
heaven, for in like manner their fathers did to the prophets. But woe to you who are
rich, for you have received your consolation. Woe to you who are full, for you shall
hunger. Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep. Woe to you when all
men speak well of you, for so did their fathers to the false prophets.  (Luk 6:20-26)
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So it was, when Jesus returned, that the multitude welcomed Him, for they were all
waiting for Him. And behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the
synagogue. And he fell down at Jesus' feet and begged Him to come to his house, for he
had an only daughter about twelve years of age, and she was dying. But as He went, the
multitudes thronged Him. While He was still speaking, someone came from the ruler of
the synagogue's house, saying to him, "Your daughter is dead. Do not trouble the
Teacher." But when Jesus heard it, He answered him, saying, "Do not be afraid; only
believe, and she will be made well." When He came into the house, He permitted no one
to go in except Peter, James, and John, and the father and mother of the girl. Now all
wept and mourned for her; but He said, "Do not weep; she is not dead, but sleeping." And
they ridiculed Him, knowing that she was dead. But He put them all outside, took her by
the hand and called, saying, "Little girl, arise." Then her spirit returned, and she arose
immediately. And He commanded that she be given something to eat. And her parents
were astonished, but He charged them to tell no one what had happened.
(Luk 8:40-42,49-56)

Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God
and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you
double-minded. Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and
your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.
(Jam 4:7-10)
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