Dead or Alive
Abraham’s death
This is the sum of the years of Abraham’s life which he lived: one hundred and
seventy-five years. Then Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age,
an old man and full of years, and was gathered to his people. And his sons Isaac
and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in the
field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, the field which Abraham purchased
from the sons of Heth. There Abraham was buried, and Sarah his wife.
(Gen 25:7-10)
Moses’ death
Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah,
which is across from Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land of Gilead as
far as Dan, all Naphtali and the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of
Judah as far as the Western sea, the South, and the plain of the Valley of Jericho,
the city of palm trees, as far as Zoar. Then the LORD said to him, “This is the
land of which I swore to give Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to
your descendants,’ I have caused you to see it with your eyes, but you shall not
cross over there.” So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of
Moab, according to the word of the LORD. And He buried him in a valley in the
land of Moab, opposite Beth Peor; but no one knows his grave to this day. Moses
was one hundred and twenty years old when he died. His eyes were not dim nor
his natural vigor diminished. (Deu 34:1-7)
Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about
the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said,
“The Lord rebuke you!” (Jue 9)
Samuel’s death
Then Samuel died; and the Israelites gathered together and lamented for him,
and buried him at his home in Ramah. (1Sa 25:1)
Elijah
And it came to pass, when the LORD was about to take up Elijah into heaven by a
whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.
Then it happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire
appeared with horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah went up
by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, and he cried out, “My father, my
father, the chariot of Israel and its horsemen!” So he saw him no more. And he
took hold of his own clothes and tore them into two pieces. (2Ki 2:1,11-12)
Jesus is the Firstborn of the Resurrection of Life
He shall cry to Me, ‘You are My Father, My GOD, and the Rock of my salvation.’
Also I will keep Him My firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. My mercy
I will keep for Him forever, and My covenant shall stand firm with Him. His seed
also I will make to endure forever, and His throne as the days of heaven.
(Psa 89:26-29)
“No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is,
the Son of Man who is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.” (Joh 3:13)
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Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to Him, “I know that
he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I AM the
resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.
And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of GOD,
who is to come into the world.” (Joh 11:23-27)
And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life
because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal
bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. (Rom 8:10-11)
But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by Man also came the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be
made alive. But each one in his own order; Christ the firstfruits, afterward those
who are Christ’s at His coming. (1Co 15:20-23)
But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering
of death crowned with glory and honour, that He, by the grace of GOD, might
taste death for everyone. (Heb 2:9)
He (Jesus) has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the
kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible GOD, the firstborn over all
creation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or
powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all
things, and in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church,
who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have
the preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should
dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on
earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
(Col 1:13-20)
The Saints are still waiting for the First Resurrection
Let the saints be joyful in glory; let them sing aloud on their beds. Let high
praises of GOD be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand, to
execute vengeance on the nations, and punishments on the peoples; to bind their
kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; to execute on them the
written judgement – this honour have all His saints. Praise the LORD!
(Psa 149:5-9 also see its fulfillment in Revelation 19:11-21)
“But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” (Mat 19:30)
“So the last will be first, and the first last. For many are called, but few chosen.”
(Mat 20:16)
When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had
been slain for the Word of GOD and for the testimony which they held. And they
cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge
and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then a white robe was
given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while
longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who
would be killed as they were was completed. (Rev 6:9-11)
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The Spirits of the Righteous
When Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled
greatly. And when Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD did not answer him,
either by dreams or by Urim or by the prophets. Then Saul said to his servants,
“Find me a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her and inquire of her.”
And his servants said to him, “In fact, there is a woman who is a medium
at En Dor.” So Saul disguised himself and put on other clothes, and he went,
and two men with him; and they came to the woman by night.
And he said, “Please conduct a s…ance for me, and bring up for me the one I shall
name to you.” Then the woman said to him, “Look, you know what Saul has
done, how he has cut off the mediums and the spiritists from the land. Why then
do you lay a snare for my life, to cause me to die?” And Saul swore to her by the
LORD, saying, “As the LORD lives, no punishment shall come upon you for this
thing.” Then the woman said, “Whom shall I bring up for you?” And he said,
“Bring up Samuel for me.”
When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice. And the woman
spoke to Saul, saying, “Why have you deceived me? For you are Saul!” And the
king said to her, “Do not be afraid. What did you see?” And the woman said to
Saul, “I saw a spirit ascending out of the earth.” So he said to her, “What is its
form?” And she said, “An old man is coming up, and he is covered with a mantle.”
And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the
ground and bowed down.
Now Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?”
And Saul answered, “I am deeply distressed; for the Philistines make war against
me, and GOD has departed from me and does not answer me anymore, neither
by prophets nor by dreams. Therefore I have called you, that you may reveal to
me what I should do.” Then Samuel said: “So why do you ask me, seeing
the LORD has departed from you and has become your enemy? And the LORD
has done for Himself as He spoke by me. For the LORD has torn the kingdom out
of your hand and given it to your neighbour, David. Because you did not obey the
voice of the LORD nor execute His fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore the LORD
has done this thing to you this day. Moreover the LORD will also deliver Israel
with you into the hand of the Philistines. And tomorrow you and your sons will be
with me. The LORD will also deliver the army of Israel into the hand of the
Philistines.” Immediately Saul fell full length on the ground, and was dreadfully
afraid because of the words of Samuel. And there was no strength in him, for he
had eaten no food all day or all night. (1Sa 28:5-20)
Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James and John his brother, led them up on
a high mountain by themselves; and He was transfigured before them. His face
shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. And behold
Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. Then Peter answered and
said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us make here
three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and
suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son in whom
I am well pleased. Hear Him!” And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their
faces and were greatly afraid. But Jesus came and touched them and said, “Arise,
and do not be afraid.” When they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but
Jesus only. Now as they came down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them,
saying, “Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man is risen from the dead.”
(Mat 17:1-9 also see the accounts in Mar 9:2-9 and Luk 9:28-36)
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The GOD of the Living
Jesus answered and said to them, “You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures
nor the power of GOD. For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in
marriage, but are like angels of GOD in heaven. But concerning the resurrection
of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by GOD, saying,
‘I AM the GOD of Abraham, the GOD of Isaac, and the GOD of Jacob’?
GOD is not the GOD of the dead, but of the living.” (Mat 22:29-32)

The rich man and Lazarus
“There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared
sumptuously every day. But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of
sores, who was laid at his gate, desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from
the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. So it was that
the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich
man also died and was buried.
And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off,
and Lazarus in his bosom. Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy
on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool
my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember
that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil
things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. And besides all this,
between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass
from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’
Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s
house, for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come
to this place of torment.’ Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the
prophets; let them hear them.’ And he said, ‘No, father Abaham; but if one goes
to them from the dead, they will repent.’ But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the
dead.’ ” (Luk 16:19-31)
The prohibition against the calling up of spirits
“When you come into the land which the LORD your GOD is giving you, you shall
not learn to follow the abominations of those nations.”
“There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or daughter pass
through the fire, or one who practises witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who
interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who conjures spells, or a medium,
or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead.”
“For all who do these things are an abomination to the LORD, and because of
these abominations the LORD your GOD drives them out from before you.
You shall be blameless before the LORD your GOD. For these nations which you
will dispossess listened to soothsayers and diviners; but as for you, the LORD
your GOD has not appointed such for you.” (Deu 18:9-14)
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