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Kill the bull

The gold calf
Now when the people saw that Moses delayed coming down from the mountain, the
people gathered together to Aaron, and said to him, "Come, make us gods that shall go
before us; for as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we
do not know what has become of him."
And Aaron said to them, "Break off the golden earrings which are in the ears of your
wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me."
So all the people broke off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought
them to Aaron. And he received the gold from their hand, and he fashioned it with an
engraving tool, and made a molded calf. Then they said, "This is your god, O Israel,
that brought you out of the land of Egypt!" So when Aaron saw it, he built an altar
before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said, "Tomorrow is a feast to the Lord."
Then they rose early on the next day, offered burnt offerings, and brought peace
offerings; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. And the Lord
said to Moses, "Go, get down! For your people whom you brought out of the land of Egypt
have corrupted themselves. They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I
commanded them. They have made themselves a molded calf, and worshipped it and
sacrificed to it, and said, 'This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of
Egypt!' "  And the Lord said to Moses, "I have seen this people, and indeed it is a stiff-
necked people! Now therefore, let Me alone, that My wrath may burn hot against them
and I may consume them. And I will make of you a great nation."
Then Moses pleaded with the Lord his God, and said, "Lord, why does Your wrath burn
hot against Your people whom You have brought out of the land of Egypt with great
power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians speak, and say, 'He brought
them out to harm them, to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the
face of the earth'? Turn from Your fierce wrath, and relent from this harm to Your
people. Remember Abraham, Isaac and Israel, Your servants, to whom You swore by Your
own self, and said to them, 'I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven; and
all this land that I have spoken of I give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it
forever.' "
So the Lord relented from the harm which He said He would do to His people. And
Moses turned and went down from the mountain, and the two tablets of the Testimony
were in his hand. The tablets were written on both sides; on the one side and on the
other they were written. Now the tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the
writing of God engraved on the tablets. And when Joshua heard the noise of the people
as they shouted, he said to Moses, "There is a noise of war in the camp." But he said: "It
is not the noise of the shout of victory, nor the noise of the cry of defeat, but the
sound of singing I hear."
So it was, as soon as he came near the camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing. So
Moses' anger became hot, and he cast the tablets out of his hands and broke them at
the foot of the mountain. Then he took the calf which they had made, burned it in the
fire, and ground it to powder; and he scattered it on the water and made the children of
Israel drink it. And Moses said to Aaron, "What did this people do to you that you have
brought so great a sin upon them?"
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So Aaron said, "Do not let the anger of my lord become hot. You know the people, that
they are set on evil. For they said to me, 'Make us gods that shall go before us; as for
this Moses, the man who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has
become of him.' And I said to them, 'Whoever has any gold, let them break it off.' So
they gave it to me, and I cast it into the fire, and this calf came out."
Now when Moses saw that the people were unrestrained (for Aaron had not restrained
them, to their shame among their enemies), then Moses stood in the entrance of the
camp, and said, "Whoever is on the Lord's side - come to me!" And all the sons of Levi
gathered themselves together to him. And he said to them, "Thus says the Lord God of
Israel: 'Let every man put his sword on his side, and go in and out from entrance to
entrance throughout the camp, and let every man kill his brother, every man his
companion, and every man his neighbor.' "
So the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And about three thousand men
of the people fell that day. Then Moses said, "Consecrate yourselves today to the Lord,
that He may bestow on you a blessing this day, for every man has opposed his son and his
brother."
Now it came to pass on the next day that Moses said to the people, "You have committed
a great sin. So now I will go up to the Lord; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin."
Then Moses returned to the Lord and said, "Oh, these people have committed a great
sin, and have made for themselves a god of gold! Yet now, if You will forgive their sin -
but if not , I pray, blot me out of Your book which You have written."
And the Lord said to Moses, "Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My
book. Now therefore, go, lead the people to the place of which I have spoken to you.
Behold, My Angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I visit for
punishment, I will visit punishment upon them for their sin." So the Lord plagued the
people because of what they did with the calf which Aaron made.  (Exo 32:1-35)

"Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a
sword. For I have come to 'set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law'; and 'a man's enemies will be those of his own
household.' He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he
who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take
his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and
he who loses his life for My sake will find it."  (Mat 10:34-39)

"If anyone come to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children,
brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. And whoever
does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple."  (Luk 14:26-27)

Pour out Your indignation upon them, and let Your wrathful anger take hold of them. Let
their dwelling place be desolate; let no one live in their tents. For they persecute the
ones You have struck, and talk of the grief of those You have wounded. Add iniquity to
their iniquity, and let them not come into Your righteousness. Let them be blotted out of
the book of the living, and not be written with the righteous.  (Psa 69:24-28)

"He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name
from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His
angels."  (Rev 3:5)
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The bull as Aaron's sin offering in the sanctuary
Now the Lord spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they
offered profane fire before the Lord, and died; and the Lord said to Moses: "Tell Aaron
your brother not to come at just any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, before the
mercy seat which is on the ark, lest he die; for I will appear in the cloud above the
mercy seat. Thus Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: with the blood of a young bull as
a sin offering, and of a ram as a burnt offering.
He shall put the holy linen tunic and the linen trousers on his body; he shall be girded
with a linen sash, and with the linen turban he shall be attired. These are holy garments.
Therefore he shall wash his body in water, and put them on. And he shall take from the
congregation of the children of Israel two kids of the goats as a sin offering, and one
ram as a burnt offering.
Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering, which is for himself, and make atonement for
himself and for his house. He shall take two goats and present them before the Lord at
the door of the tabernacle of meeting. Then Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats: one
lot for the Lord and the other lot for the scapegoat. And Aaron shall bring the goat on
which the Lord's lot fell, and offer it as a sin offering. But the goat on which the lot fell
to be the scapegoat shall be presented alive before the Lord, to make atonement upon
it, and to let it go as the scapegoat into the wilderness. And Aaron shall bring the bull of
the sin offering, which is for himself, and make atonement for himself and for his house,
and shall kill the bull as the sin offering which is for himself.
Then he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from the altar before the Lord,
with his hands full of sweet incense beaten fine, and bring it inside the veil. And he shall
put the incense on the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of incense may cover the
mercy seat that is on the Testimony, lest he die.
He shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the mercy
seat on the east side; and before the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the blood
with his finger seven times. Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering, which is for
the people, bring its blood inside the veil, do with that blood as he did with the blood of
the bull, and sprinkle it on the mercy seat and before the mercy seat.
So he shall make atonement for the Holy Place, because of the uncleanness of the
children of Israel, and because of their transgressions, for all their sins; and so he shall
do for the tabernacle of meeting which remains among them in the midst of their
uncleanness.  (Lev 16:1-16)

David brings the ark of the Lord, to the City of David.
Now it was told King David, saying, "The Lord has blessed the house of Obed-Edom and
all that belongs to him, because of the ark of God." So David went and brought up the
ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with gladness. And so it
was, when those bearing the ark of the Lord had gone six paces, that he sacrificed oxen
and fatted sheep. Then David danced before the Lord with all his might; and David was
wearing a linen ephod. So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the
Lord with shouting and with the sound of the trumpet. Now as the ark of the Lord came
into the City of David, Michal, Saul's daughter, looked through a window and saw King
David leaping and whirling before the Lord; and she despised him in her heart. So they
brought the ark of the Lord, and set it in its place in the midst of the tabernacle that
David had erected for it. Then David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings
before the Lord. And when David had finished offering burnt offerings and peace
offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the Lord of hosts.  (2Sa 6:12-18)
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Solomon's temple
Then the king and all Israel with him offered sacrifices before the Lord. And Solomon
offered a sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered to the Lord, twenty-two
thousand bulls and one hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the
children of Israel dedicated the house of the Lord.  (1Ki 8:62-63)

So why did the children of Israel end up in Babylonian exile for 70 years, with the City of
David, Jerusalem left in ruins and the magnificent temple of Solomon destroyed?

"When you come to the land which the Lord your God is giving you, and possess it and
dwell in it, and say, 'I will set a king over me like all the nations that are around me,' you
shall surely set a king over you whom the Lord your God chooses; one from among your
brethren you shall set as king over you; you may not set a foreigner over you, who is not
your brother. But he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor cause the people to return
to Egypt to multiply horses, for the Lord has said to you, 'You shall not return that way
again.' Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he
greatly multiply silver and gold for himself. Also it shall be, when he sits on the throne
of his kingdom, that he shall write for himself a copy of this law in a book, from the one
before the priests, the Levites. And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days
of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God and be careful to observe all the
words of this law and these statutes, that his heart may not be lifted above his
brethren, that he may not turn aside from the commandment to the right hand or to the
left, and that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he and his children in the midst of
Israel."  (Deu 17:14-20)

The weight of gold that came to Solomon yearly was six hundred and sixty-six talents
(22644kg) of gold, besides that from the traveling merchants, from the income of
traders, from all the kings of Arabia, and from the governors of the country. And King
Solomon made two hundred large shields of hammered gold; six hundred shekels (7,2kg)
of gold went into each shield. He also made three hundred shields of hammered gold;
three minas of gold (1,8kg) went into each shield. The king put them in the House of the
Forest of Lebanon. Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with
pure gold. The throne had six steps, and the top of the throne was round at the back;
there were armrests on either side of the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside
the armrests. Twelve lions stood there, one on each side of the six steps; nothing like
this had been made for any other kingdom. All King Solomon's drinking vessels were gold,
and all the vessels of the House of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. Not one was
silver, for this was accounted as nothing in the days of Solomon. For the king had
merchant ships at sea with the fleet of Hiram. Once every three years the merchant
ships came bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and monkeys. So King Solomon surpassed all
the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom. Now all the earth sought the presence of
Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his heart. Each man brought his
present: articles of silver and gold, garments, armor, spices, horses, and mules, at a set
rate year by year. And Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen; he had one thousand
four hundred chariots and twelve thousand horsemen, whom he stationed in the chariot
cities and with the king at Jerusalem. The king made silver as common in Jerusalem as
stones, and he made cedar trees as abundant as the sycamores which are in the lowland.
Also Solomon had horses imported from Egypt and Keveh; the king's merchants bought
them in Keveh at the current price.
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Now a chariot that was imported from Egypt cost six hundred shekels of silver, and a
horse one hundred and fifty; and thus, through their agents, they exported them to all
the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Syria.  (1Ki 10:14-29)

But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh: women
of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites - from the nations of
whom the Lord had said to the children of Israel, "You shall  not intermarry with them,
nor they with you. Surely they will turn away your hearts after their gods."
Solomon clung to these in love. And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three
hundred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. For it was so, when Solomon
was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to
the Lord his God, as was the heart of his father David.
For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the
abomination of the Ammonites. Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and did not
fully follow the Lord, as did his father David. Then Solomon built a high place for
Chemosh the abomination of Moab, on the hill that is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech
the abomination of the people of Ammon. And he did likewise for all his foreign wives,
who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods. So the Lord became angry with
Solomon, because his heart had turned from the Lord God of Israel, who had appeared
to him twice, and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after
other gods; but he did not keep what the Lord had commanded.
Therefore the Lord said to Solomon, "Because you have done this, and have not kept My
covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom
away from you and give it to your servant. Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for
the sake of your father David; I will tear it out of the hand of your son. However I will
not tear away the whole kingdom; I will give you tribe to your son for the sake of My
servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen."  (1Ki 11:1-13)

Then Solomon's servant, Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite from Zereda, whose
mother's name was Zeruah, a widow, also rebelled against the king. And this is what
caused him to rebel against the king: Solomon had built the Millo and repaired the
damages to the City of David his father. The man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valor;
and Solomon, seeing that the young man was industrious, made him the officer over all
the labor force of the house of Joseph. Now it happened at that time, when Jeroboam
went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite met him on the way; and
he had clothed himself with a new garment, and the two were alone in the field. Then
Ahijah took hold of the new garment that was on him, and tore it into twelve pieces. And
he said to Jeroboam, "Take for yourself ten pieces, for thus says the Lord, the God of
Israel: 'Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and will give ten
tribes to you (but he shall have one tribe for the sake of My servant David, and for the
sake of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel), because
they have forsaken Me, ....... So I will take you, and you shall reign over all your heart
desires, and you shall be king over Israel. Then it shall be, if you heed all that I
command you, walk in My ways, and do what is right in My sight, to keep My statutes and
My commandments, as My servant David did, then I will be with you and build for you an
enduring house, as I built for David, and will give Israel to you. And I will afflict the
descendants of David because of this, but not forever.' " Solomon therefore sought to
kill Jeroboam. But Jeroboam arose and fled to Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt, and was
in Egypt until the death of Solomon.  (1Ki 11:26-40)
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Then Solomon rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David his father.
And Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.  (1Ki 11:43)

And Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone to Shechem to make him king.
So it happened, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard it (he was still in Egypt, for he
had fled from the presence of King Solomon and had been dwelling in Egypt), that they
sent and called him. Then Jeroboam and the whole assembly of Israel came and spoke to
Rehoboam, saying, "Your father made our yoke heavy; now therefore, lighten the
burdensome service of your father, and his heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will
serve you." So he said to them, "Depart for three days, then come back to me." And the
people departed. Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who stood before his father
Solomon while he still lived, and he said, "How do you advise me to answer these people?"
And they spoke to him, saying, "If you will be a servant to these people today, and serve
them, and answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will be your servants
forever." But he rejected the advice which the elders had given him, and consulted the
young men who had grown up with him, who stood before him. So Jeroboam and all the
people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king had directed, saying, "Come back to
me the third day." Then the king answered the people roughly, and rejected the advice
which the elders had given him; and he spoke to them according to the advice of the
young men, saying, "My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke; my
father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scourges!" So the king did
not listen to the people; for the turn of events was from the Lord, that He might fulfill
His word, which the Lord had spoken by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of
Nebat. Now when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered
the king, saying: "What share have we in David? We have no inheritance in the son of
Jesse. To your tents, O Israel! Now, see to your own house, O David!" Now it came to
pass when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had come back, they sent for him and called
him to the congregation, and made him king over all Israel.  (1Ki 12:1-8,12-16,20)

Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the mountains of Ephraim, and dwelt there. Also he
went out from there and built Penuel. And Jeroboam said in his heart, "Now the kingdom
may return to the house of David: If these people go up to offer sacrifices in the house
of the Lord at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will turn back to their lord,
Rehoboam king of Judah, and they will kill me and go back to Rehoboam king of Judah."
Therefore the king asked advice, made two calves of gold, and said to the people, "It is
too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, which brought
you up from the land of Egypt!" And he set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan.
Now this became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one as far as Dan. He
made shrines on the high places, and made priests from every class of people, who were
not of the sons of Levi. Jeroboam ordained a feast on the fifteenth day of the eighth
month, like the feast that was in Judah, and offered sacrifices on the altar. So he did at
Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that he had made. And at Bethel he installed the priests
of the high places which he had made. So he made offerings on the altar which he had
made a Bethel on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, in the month which he devised
in his own heart. And he ordained a feast for the children of Israel, and offered
sacrifices on the altar and burned incense.  (1Ki 12:25-33)

516 years after Israel's first gold calf mistake, they create two gold calves to worship!
Benjamin and Judah were ruled by King Rehoboam from Jerusalem, and the other ten tribes
were ruled by Jeroboam from Shechem.
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So Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusalem, and built cities for defense in Judah. And he built
Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa, Beth Zur, Sochoh, Adullam, Gath, Mareshah, Ziph, Adoraim,
Lachish, Azekah, Zorah, Aijalon, and Hebron, which are in Judah and Benjamin, fortified
cities. And he fortified the strongholds, and put captains in them, and stores of food,
oil, and wine. Also in every city he put shields and spears, and made them very strong,
having Judah and Benjamin on his side. And from all their territories the priests and the
Levites who were in all Israel took their stand with him. For the Levites left their
common-lands and their possessions and came to Judah and Jerusalem, for Jeroboam
and his sons had rejected them from serving as priests to the Lord. Then he appointed
for himself priests for the high places, for the demons, and the calf idols which he had
made. And after all the Levites left, those from all the tribes of Israel, such as set
their heart to seek the Lord God of Israel, came to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the Lord
God of their fathers. So they strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam
the son of Solomon strong for three years, because they walked in the way of David and
Solomon for three years.  (2Ch 11:5-17)

So the Levites gathered to their leader, just as they had when Moses required their support. If
only Solomon and Rehoboam had had a dedicated Prophet like Samuel to guide them in the
law of the Lord!

And Samuel said to all the people, "Do you see him whom the Lord has chosen, that there
is no one like him among all the people?" So all the people shouted and said, "Long live
the king!" Then Samuel explained to the people the behaviour of royalty, and wrote it in
a book and laid it up before the Lord. And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to
his house.  (1Sa 10:24-25)

Even the wisest man on earth, could not prevent the total collapse of his father's kingdom,
and all because they had ignored the wisdom of the Lord; in what Moses had recommended
for the behaviour of Kings, in Deuteronomy 17:14-20. Watching a proud or arrogant King
ruling a kingdom, is like witnessing a bull in a china shop, much damage is done in a very
short period of time!
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