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Justify the Righteous

“You shall not pervert the judgment of your poor in his dispute. Keep yourself far
from a false matter; do not kill the innocent and righteous. For I will not justify
the wicked. And you shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the discerning and
perverts the words of the righteous. Also you shall not oppress a stranger, for you
know the heart of a stranger, because you were strangers in the land of Egypt.”
(Exo 23:6-9)

“If there is a dispute between men, and they come to court, that the judges may
judge them, and they justify the righteous and condemn the wicked, then it shall
be, if the wicked man deserves to be beaten, that the judge will cause him to lie
down and be beaten in his presence, according to his guilt, with a certain number
of blows. Forty blows he may give him and no more, lest he should exceed this
and beat him with many blows above these, and your brother be humiliated in
your sight.”  (Deu 25:1-3)

“When anyone sins against his neighbor, and is forced to take an oath, and
comes and takes an oath before Your altar in this temple, then hear in heaven,
and act, and judge Your servants, condemning the wicked, bringing his way on
his head, and justifying the righteous by giving him according to his
righteousness.”  (1Ki 8:31-32)

“If anyone sins against his neighbor, and is forced to take an oath, and comes
and takes an oath before Your altar in this temple, then hear from heaven, and
act, and judge Your servants, bringing retribution on the wicked by bringing his
way on his own head, and justifying the righteous by giving him according to his
righteousness.”  (2Ch 6:22-23)

“How then can I answer Him, and choose my words to reason with Him?
For though I were righteous, I could not answer Him; I would beg mercy of my
Judge. If I called and He answered me, I would not believe that He was listening
to my voice. For He crushes me with a tempest, and multiplies my wounds
without cause. He will not allow me to catch my breath, but fills me with
bitterness. If it is a matter of strength, indeed He is strong; and if of justice, who
will appoint my day in court?  Though I were righteous, my own mouth would
condemn me; though I were blameless, it would prove me perverse.”
(Job 9:14-20)

“For He is not a man, as I am, that I may answer Him, and that we should go to
court together. Nor is there any mediator between us, who may lay his hand on
us both. Let Him take His rod away from me, and do not let dread of Him terrify
me. Then I would speak and not fear Him, but it is not so with me.”
(Job 9:32-35)

“Dominion and fear belong to Him; He makes peace in His high places. Is there
any number to His armies?  Upon whom does His light not rise?  How then can
man be righteous before God?  Or how can he be pure who is born of a woman?
If even the moon does not shine, and the stars are not pure in His sight, how
much less man, who is a maggot, and a son of man, who is a worm?”
(Job 25:2-6)

Moreover the Lord answered Job, and said: “Shall the one who contends with the
Almighty correct Him?  He who rebukes God, let him answer it.”
Then Job answered the Lord and said: “Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer
you?  I lay my hand over my mouth. Once I have spoken, but I will not answer;
yes, twice, but I will proceed no further.”
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Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said: “Now prepare
yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer Me: Would you
indeed annul My judgment?  Would you condemn Me that you may be justified?
Have you an arm like God?  Or can you thunder with a voice like His?  Then adorn
yourself with majesty and splendor, and array yourself with glory and beauty.
Disperse the rage of your wrath; look on everyone who is proud, and humble
him. Look on everyone who is proud, and bring him low; tread down the wicked
in their place. Hide them in the dust together, bind their faces in hidden darkness.
Then I will also confess to you that your own right hand can save you.”
(Job 40:1-14)

“I have trodden the winepress alone, and from the peoples no one was with Me.
For I have trodden them in My anger, and trampled them in My fury; their blood
is sprinkled upon My garments, and I have stained all My robes. For the day of
vengeance is in My heart, and the year of My redeemed has come. I looked, but
there was no one to help, and I wondered that there was no one to uphold;
therefore My own arm brought salvation for Me; and My own fury, it sustained
Me. I have trodden down the peoples in My anger, made them drunk in My fury,
and brought down their strength to the earth.”  (Isa 63:3-6)

O Lord, the hope of Israel, all who forsake You shall be ashamed. “Those who
depart from Me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the
Lord, the Fountain of living waters.”  (Jer 17:13)

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is
the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity, and in whose spirit there is
no deceit.  (Psa 32:1-2)

Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell forevermore. For the Lord loves justice,
and does not forsake His saints; they are preserved forever, but the descendants
of the wicked shall be cut off. The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell in it
forever. The mouth of the righteous speaks wisdom, and his tongue talks of
justice. The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide. The wicked
watches the righteous, and seeks to slay him. The Lord will not leave him in his
hand, nor condemn him when he is judged. Wait on the Lord, and keep His way,
and He shall exalt you to inherit the land; when the wicked are cut off, you shall
see it.  (Psa 37:27-34)

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; according to the
multitude of Your tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. Wash me
thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my
transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against You, You only, have I
sinned, and done this evil in Your sight – that You may be found just when You
speak, and blameless when You judge. Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,
and in sin my mother conceived me. Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts,
and in the hidden part You will make me know wisdom.  (Psa 51:1-6)

If I say, “My foot slips,”  Your mercy, O Lord, will hold me up. In the multitude of
my anxieties within me, your comforts delight my soul. Shall the throne of
iniquity, which devises evil by law, have fellowship with You?  They gather
together against the life of the righteous, and condemn innocent blood. But the
Lord has been my defense, and my God the rock of my refuge. He has brought on
them their own iniquity, and shall cut them off in their own wickedness; the Lord
our God shall cut them off.  (Psa 94:18-23)
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Hear my prayer, O Lord, give ear to my supplications!  In Your faithfulness
answer me, and in Your righteousness. Do not enter into judgment with Your
servant, for in Your sight no one living is righteous.  (Psa 143:1-2)

A good man obtains favor from the Lord, but a man of wicked intentions He will
condemn. A man is not established by wickedness, but the root of the righteous
cannot be moved.  (Pro 12:2-3)

But now, thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob, and He who formed you,
O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name;
you are Mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through
the rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you shall
not be burned, nor shall the flame scorch you. For I am the Lord your God, the
Holy One of Israel, your Saviour; I gave Egypt for your ransom, Ethiopia and
Seba in your place. Since you were precious in My sight, you have been honored,
and I have loved you; therefore I will give men for you, and people for your life.”
(Isa 43:1-4)

“Bring out the blind people who have eyes, and the deaf who have ears. Let all
the nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled. Who among
them can declare this, and show us former things?  Let them bring out their
witnesses, that they may be justified; or let them hear and say, ‘It is truth.’
You are My witnesses,”  says the Lord, “And My servant whom I have chosen,
that you may know and believe Me, and understand that I AM He. Before Me
there was no God formed, nor shall there be after Me. I, even I, AM the Lord, and
besides Me there is no saviour. I have declared and saved, I have proclaimed,
and there was no foreign god among you; therefore you are My witnesses,”
says the Lord, “that I AM God. Indeed before the day was, I AM He; and there is
no one who can deliver out of My hand; I work, and who can reverse it?”
(Isa 43:8-13)

“I, even I, AM He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; and I will
not remember your sins. Put Me in remembrance; let us contend together; state
your case, that you may be acquitted.”  (Isa 43:25-26)

Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make
His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and
the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the labor of His
soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many,
for He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the
great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because He poured out His
soul unto death, and He was numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the
sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.   (Isa 53:10-12)

“A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and
an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. But I say to you that
for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of
judgment. For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be
condemned.”  (Mat 12:35-37)

Now the chief priests and all the council sought testimony against Jesus to put
Him to death, but found none. For many bore false witness against Him, but their
testimonies did not agree. Then some rose up and bore false witness against Him,
saying, “We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with hands, and
within three days I will build another made without hands.’ ”  But not even then
did their testimony agree.
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And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, saying, “Do You
answer nothing?  What is it these men testify against You?”  But He kept silent
and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked Him, saying to Him, “Are You
the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?”  Jesus said, “I AM. And you will see the Son
of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming with the clouds of
heaven.”  Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “What further need do
we have of witnesses?  You have heard the blasphemy!  What do you think?”
And they all condemned Him to be deserving of death.  (Mar 14:55-64)

“Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you:
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into
your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to
you.”  (Luk 6:37-38)

Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If You are
the Christ, save Yourself and us.”  But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying,
“Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation?  And
we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has
done nothing wrong.”  Then he said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when You
come into Your kingdom.”  And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you today,
you will be with Me in Paradise.”  (Luk 23:39-43)

And He said to them, “What things?”  So they said to Him, “The things concerning
Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and
all the people, and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be
condemned to death, and crucified Him. But we were hoping that it was He who
was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today is the third day since
these things happened.”  (Luk 24:19-21)

“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world through Him might be saved. He who believes in Him is not condemned;
but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed
in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that
the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light,
because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and
does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does
the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have
been done in God.”  (Joh 3:16-21)

“He who comes from above is above all; he who is of the earth is earthly and
speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. And what He has
seen and heard, that He testifies; and no one receives His testimony. He who has
received His testimony has certified that God is true. For He whom God has sent
speaks the words of God, for God does not give the Spirit by measure. The Father
loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand. He who believes in the Son
has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but
the wrath of God abides on him.”  (Joh 3:31-36)

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who
sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed
from death into life. Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is,
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live.
For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in
Himself, and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the
Son of Man.”  (Joh 5:24-27)
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“Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves
will hear His voice and come forth – those who have done good, to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of
condemnation. I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is
righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent
Me.”  (Joh 5:28-30)

“Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through this Man is preached to
you the forgiveness of sins; and by Him everyone who believes is justified from
all things from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses.”
(Act 13:38-39)

Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in
whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice
the same things.  (Rom 2:1)

For there is no partiality with God. For as many as have sinned without law will
also perish without law, and as many as have sinned in the law will be judged by
the law (for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers
of the law will be justified; for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature
do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to
themselves, who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their
conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing
or else excusing them) in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by
Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.  (Rom 2:11-13)

Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the
law is the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God apart from the law
is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness
of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no
difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified
freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set
forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His
righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that
were previously committed, to demonstrate at the present time His
righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in
Jesus. Where is boasting then?  It is excluded. By what law?  Of works?  No, but
by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart
from the deeds of the law.  (Rom 3:20-28)

Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise
might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to
those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all (as it is written,
“I have made you a father of many nations” ) in the presence of Him whom he
believed – God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not
exist as though they did; who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he
became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, “So shall your
descendants be.” And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body,
already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of
Sarah’s womb. He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was
strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully convinced that what He
had promised He was also able to perform. And therefore “it was accounted to
him for righteousness.”  Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was
imputed to him, but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was delivered up because of our
offenses, and was raised because of our justification.  (Rom 4:16-25)
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Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in
which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  (Rom 5:1-2)

Righteousness by Zeal
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Take all the leaders of the people and hang the
offenders before the Lord, out in the sun, that the fierce anger of the Lord may
turn away from Israel.”
So Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Every one of you kill his men who were
joined to Baal of Peor.”
And indeed, one of the children of Israel came and presented to his brethren a
Midianite woman in the sight of Moses and in the sight of all the congregation of
the children of Israel, who were weeping at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.
Now when Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he
rose from among the congregation and took a javelin in his hand; and he went
after the man of Israel into the tent and thrust both of them through, the man of
Israel, and the woman through her body. So the plague was stopped among the
children of Israel. And those who died in the plague were twenty-four thousand.
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:
“Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned back My
wrath from the children of Israel, because he was zealous with My zeal among
them, so that I did not consume the children of Israel in My zeal. Therefore say,
‘Behold, I give to him My covenant of peace; and it shall be to him and his
descendants after him a covenant of an everlasting priesthood, because he was
zealous for his God, and made atonement for the children of Israel.’ ”
(Num 25:4-13)

They joined themselves also to Baal of Peor, and ate sacrifices made to the dead.
Thus they provoked Him to anger with their deeds, and the plague broke out
among them. Then Phinehas stood up and intervened, and the plague was
stopped. And that was counted to him for righteousness to all generations
forevermore.  (Psa 106:28-31)

For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man
someone would even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us,
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having
now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if
when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son,
much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only
that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
have now received the reconciliation.  (Rom 5:7-11)

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin,
and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned – For until the law sin was in
the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless death
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to
the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.
But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many
died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man,
Jesus Christ, abounded to many. And the gift is not like that which came through
the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in
condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in
justification. For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much
more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will
reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.
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Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in
condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all
men, resulting in justification of life. For as by one man’s disobedience many were
made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.
(Rom 5:12-19)

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do
not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. For
what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin:
He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law might
be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the
Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.
For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of
God, nor indeed can be. So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. And if Christ
is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through His Spirit who dwells in you.  (Rom 8:1-11)

Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because
He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God. And we know
that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined
to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among
many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He
called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.
What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who can be against us?
He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He
not with Him also freely give us all things?  Who shall bring a charge against
God’s elect?  It is God who justifies. Who is he who condemns?  It is Christ who
died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who
also makes intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword?  As it is written:  “For Your sake we are killed all day long; we are
accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” Yet in all these things we are more than
conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death nor
life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to
come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  (Rom 8:27-39)

That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that
God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation. For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to
shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord
over all is rich to all who call upon Him. For  “whoever calls on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.” (Rom 10:9-13)
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Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?
Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards,
nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were
some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.  (1Co 6:9-11)

I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of
God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. And
without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:  God was manifested in the
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the Gentiles,
believed on in the world, received up in glory.  (1Ti 3:15-16)

But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine: that the
older men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience; the
older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not
given to much wine, teachers of good things – that they admonish the young
women to love their husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste,
homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may
not be blasphemed. Likewise, exhort the young men to be sober-minded, in all
things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing
integrity, reverence, incorruptibility, sound speech that cannot be condemned,
that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you.
(Tit 2:1-8)

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously,
and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might
redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people,
zealous for good works. Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority.
Let no one despise you.  (Tit 2:11-15)

Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for
every good work, to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all
humility to all men. For we ourselves were also once foolish disobedient,
deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful
and hating one another. But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior
toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but
according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and
renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus
Christ our Savior, that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs
according to the hope of eternal life. This is a faithful saying, and these things I
want you to affirm constantly, that those who have believed in God should be
careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable to men. But
avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and strivings about the law; for
they are unprofitable and useless. Reject a divisive man after the first and second
admonition, knowing that such a person is warped and sinning, being self-
condemned.  (Tit 3:1-11)

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. By faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were
not made of things which are visible.  (Heb 11:1-3)
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But without faith it is imposssible to please Him, for he who comes to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly
fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the
world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.
(Heb 11:6-7)

Behold, the Lord makes the earth empty and makes it waste, distorts its surface
and scatters abroad its inhabitants. The land shall be utterly emptied and utterly
plundered, for the Lord has spoken this word. The earth mourns and fades away,
the world languishes and fades away; the haughty people of the earth languish.
The earth is also defiled under its inhabitants, because they have transgressed
the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore the
curse has devoured the earth, and those who dwell in it are desolate. Therefore
the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men are left.  (Isa 24:1,3-6)

The earth is violently broken, the earth is split open, the earth is shaken
exceedingly. The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall totter like a
hut; its transgression shall be heavy upon it, and it will fall, and not rise again. It
shall come to pass in that day that the Lord will punish on high the host of
exalted ones, and on the earth the kings of the earth. They will be gathered
together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and will be shut up in the prison;
after many days they will be punished. Then the moon will be disgraced and the
sun ashamed; for the Lord of hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem and
before His elders, gloriously.  (Isa 24:19-23)

What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have
works?  Can faith save him?  If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily
food, and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,”
but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it
profit?  Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But someone
will say, “You have faith, and I have works.”  Show me your faith without your
works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe that there is one
God. You do well. Even the demons believe – and tremble!  But do you want to
know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?  Was not Abraham our
father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar?  Do you see
that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made
perfect?  And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and
it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God.
You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. Likewise,
was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the
messengers and sent them out another way?  For as the body without the spirit is
dead, so faith without works is dead also.  (Jam 2:14-26)

For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; … then the
Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust
under punishment for the day of judgment, and especially those who walk
according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority. They are
presumptuous, selfwilled. They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries, whereas
angels, who are greater in power and might, do not bring a reviling accusation
against them before the Lord.  (2Pe 2:4,9-11)

Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about
the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said,
“The Lord rebuke you!”  (Jue 9)
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Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. And you
know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin.
Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor
known Him. Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices
righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. He who sins is of the devil, for
the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. Whoever has been born
of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he
has been born of God.  (1Jo 3:4-9)

By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to
lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees
his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God
abide in him?  My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed
and in truth. And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our
hearts before Him. For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart,
and knows all things. Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have
confidence toward God. And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we
keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. And
this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus
Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment. Now he who keeps
His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He
abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.  (1Jo 3:18-24)

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves
Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. By this we know that we
love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments.
For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His
commandments are not burdensome. For whatever is born of God overcomes the
world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world – our faith. Who is he
who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
(1Jo 5:1-5)

These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God,
that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue
to believe in the name of the Son of God.  (1Jo 5:13)

Are you Justified by your faith?

or

To be Condemned in judgement?

-oOo-


