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Scarlet Harlot

Jezebel

In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab the son of Omri became king
over Israel; and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two
years. Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord, more than all
who were before him. And it came to pass, as though it had been a trivial thing
for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took as wife
Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he went and served
Baal and worshipped him. Then he set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal,
which he had built in Samaria. And Ahab made a wooden image. Ahab did more
to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel who were
before him.  (1Ki 16:29-33)

For so it was, while Jezebel massacred the prophets of the Lord, that Obadiah had
taken one hundred prophets and hidden them, fifty to a cave, and had fed them
with bread and water.  (1Ki 18:4)

“Was it not reported to my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the
Lord, how I hid one hundred men of the Lord’s prophets, fifty to a cave, and fed
them with bread and water?”  (1Ki 18:13)

Then it happened, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said to him, “Is that you, O
troubler of Israel?”  And he answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you and
your father’s house have, in that you have forsaken the commandments of the
Lord and have followed the Baals. Now therefore, send and gather all Israel to me
on Mount Carmel, the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, and the four
hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.”  (1Ki 18:17-19)

Here we can see that it was Jezebel who was the driving force behind the killing
of the Lord’s prophets in Israel. There were 450 prophets of Baal and 400
prophets of Asherah, who ate at Jezebel’s table. Jezebel influenced King Ahab to
forsake the Lord and to lead Israel into the worship of false gods. This is known
as spiritual ‘harlotry’ in the eyes of the Lord.

Elijah and the prophets of Baal

“Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that You are the Lord
God, and that You have turned their hearts back to You again”.  Then the fire of
the Lord fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and
the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the trench. Now when all the
people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The Lord, He is God!
The Lord, He is God!”  And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal!
Do not let one of them escape!”  So they seized them; and Elijah brought them
down to the Brook Kishon and executed them there.  (1Ki 18:37-40)

And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, also how he had executed all the
prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So let
the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life as the life of one of
them by tomorrow about this time.”  And when he saw that, he arose and ran for
his life, and went to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant
there.  (1Ki 19:1-3)

Note, it was actually Jezebel who became angry, and threatened Elijah’s life!



2

Naboth’s vineyard

And it came to pass after these things that Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard
which was in Jezreel, next to the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. So Ahab spoke
to Naboth, saying, “Give me your vineyard, that I may have it for a vegetable
garden, because it is near, next to my house; and for it I will give you a vineyard
better than it. Or, if it seems good to you, I will give you its worth in money.”
But Naboth said to Ahab, “The Lord forbid that I should give the inheritance of my
fathers to you!”  So Ahab went into his house sullen and displeased because of
the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him; for he had said, “I will
not give you the inheritance of my fathers.”  And he lay down on his bed, and
turned away his face, and would eat no food.

But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said to him, “Why is your spirit so sullen
that you eat no food?”  He said to her, “Because I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite,
and said to him, ‘Give me your vineyard for money; or else, if it pleases you,
I will give you another vineyard for it.’  And he answered, ‘I will not give you my
vineyard.’ ”  Then Jezebel his wife said to him, “You now exercise authority over
Israel!  Arise, eat food, and let your heart be cheerful; I will give you the vineyard
of Naboth the Jezreelite.”

And she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, sealed them with his seal, and sent the
letters to the elders and the nobles who were dwelling in the city with Naboth.
She wrote in the letters, saying, “Proclaim a fast, and seat Naboth with high
honor among the people; and seat two men, scoundrels, before him to bear
witness against him, saying, ‘You have blasphemed God and the king.’  Then take
him out, and stone him, that he may die.”

So the men of the city, the elders and nobles who were inhabitants of his city, did
as Jezebel had sent to them, as it was written in the letters which she had sent to
them. They proclaimed a fast, and seated Naboth with high honor among the
people. And two men, scoundrels, came in and sat before him; and the
scoundrels witnessed against him, against Naboth, in the presence of the people,
saying, “Naboth has blasphemed God and the King!”  Then they took him outside
the city and stoned him with stones, so that he died.

Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, “Naboth has been stoned and is dead.”  And it
came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned and was dead,
that Jezebel said to Ahab, “Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the
Jezreelite, which he refused to give you for money; for Naboth is not alive, but
dead.”  So it was, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab got up and
went down to take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.

Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, “Arise, go down to
meet Ahab king of Israel, who lives in Samaria. There he is, in the vineyard of
Naboth, where he has gone down to take possession of it. You shall speak to him,
saying, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Have you murdered and also taken possession?” ’
And you shall speak to him, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord: “In the place where dogs
licked the blood of Naboth, dogs shall lick your blood, even yours.” ’ ”

So Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found me, O my enemy?”  And he answered,
“I have found you, because you have sold yourself to do evil in the sight of the
Lord:  ‘Behold, I will bring calamity on you. I will take away your posterity, and
will cut off from Ahab every male in Israel, both bond and free. I will make your
house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha
the son of Ahijah, because of the provocation with which you have provoked Me
to anger, and made Israel sin.’ ”
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“And concerning Jezebel the Lord also spoke, saying, ‘The dogs shall eat Jezebel
by the wall of Jezreel. The dogs shall eat whoever belongs to Ahab and dies in the
city, and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the field.’ ”

But there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do wickedness in the sight of
the Lord, because Jezebel his wife stirred him up. And he behaved very
abominably in following idols, according to all that the Amorites had done, whom
the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel.  (1Ki 21:1-26)

Ahab dies in battle

Now a certain man drew a bow at random, and struck the king of Israel between
the joints of his armor. So he said to the driver of his chariot, “Turn around and
take me out of the battle, for I am wounded.”  The battle increased that day; and
the king was propped up in his chariot, facing the Syrians, and died at evening.
The blood ran out from the wound onto the floor of the chariot. Then as the sun
was going down, a shout went throughout the army, saying, “Every man to his
city, and every man to his own country!”  So the king died, and was brought to
Samaria. And they buried the king in Samaria. Then someone washed the chariot
at a pool in Samaria, and the dogs licked up his blood while the harlots bathed,
according to the word of the Lord which He had spoken.  (1Ki 22:34-38)

Jehu anointed King of Israel

And Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of the prophets, and said to him,
“Get yourself ready, take this flask of oil in your hand, and go to Ramoth Gilead.
Now when you arrive at that place, look there for Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat,
the son of Nimshi, and go in and make him rise up from among his associates,
and take him to an inner room. Then take the flask of oil, and pour it on his head,
and say, ‘Thus says the Lord: “I have anointed you king over Israel.” ’  Then open
the door and flee, and do not delay.”

So the young man, the servant of the prophet, went to Ramoth Gilead. And when
he arrived, there were the captains of the army sitting; and he said , “I have a
message for you, Commander.”  Jehu said, “For which one of us?”  And he said,
“For you, Commander.”  Then he arose and went into the house. And he poured
the oil on his head, and said to him, “Thus says the Lord God of Israel: ‘I have
anointed you king over the people of the Lord, over Israel. You shall strike down
the house of Ahab your master, that I may avenge the blood of My servants the
prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the Lord, at the hand of Jezebel. For
the whole house of Ahab shall perish; and I will cut off from Ahab all the males in
Israel, both bond and free. So I will make the house of Ahab like the house of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah.’ ”

“ ‘The dogs shall eat Jezebel on the plot of ground at Jezreel, and there shall be
none to bury her.’ ”  And he opened the door and fled.

Then Jehu came out to the servants of his master, and one said to him, “Is all
well?  Why did this madman come to you?”  And he said to them, “You know the
man and his babble.”  And they said, “A lie!  Tell us now.”  So he said, “Thus and
thus he spoke to me, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord: “I have anointed you king over
Israel.” ’ ”

Then each man hastened to take his garment and put it under him on the top of
the steps; and they blew trumpets, saying, “Jehu is king!”  (2Ki 9:1-13)
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Jehu kills Joram the king of Israel

So the watchman reported, saying, “He went up to them and is not coming back;
and the driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi, for he drives
furiously!”  Then Joram said, “Make ready.”  And his chariot was made ready.
Then Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his
chariot; and they went out to meet Jehu, and met him on the property of Naboth
the Jezreelite.

Now it happened, when Joram saw Jehu, that he said, “Is it peace, Jehu?”  So he
answered, “What peace, as long as the harlotries of your mother Jezebel and her
witchcraft are so many?”

Then Joram turned around and fled, and said to Ahaziah, “Treachery, Ahaziah!”
Now Jehu drew his bow with full strength and shot Jehoram between his arms;
and the arrow came out at his heart, and he sank down in his chariot.

Then Jehu said to Bidkar his captain, “Pick him up, and throw him into the tract of
the field of Naboth the Jezreelite; for remember, when you and I were riding
together behind Ahab his father, that the Lord laid this burden upon him:
‘Surely I saw yesterday the blood of Naboth and the blood of his sons,’ says the
Lord, ‘and I will repay you in this plot,’ says the Lord. Now therefore, take and
throw him on the plot of ground, according to the word of the Lord.”
(2Ki 9:20-26)

Jezebels violent death

Now when Jehu had come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she put paint on her
eyes and adorned her head, and looked through a window. Then, as Jehu entered
at the gate, she said, “Is it peace, Zimri, murderer of your master?”

And he looked up at the window, and said, “Who is on my side?  Who?”
So two or three eunuchs looked out at him. Then he said, “Throw her down.”
So they threw her down, and some of her blood spattered on the wall and on the
horses; and he trampled her underfoot.

And when he had gone in, he ate and drank. Then he said, “Go now, see to this
accursed woman, and bury her, for she was a king’s daughter.”

So they went to bury her, but they found no more of her than the skull and the
feet and the palms of her hands. Therefore they came back and told him. And he
said, “This is the word of the Lord, which He spoke by His servant Elijah the
Tishbite, saying, ‘On the plot of ground at Jezreel dogs shall eat the flesh of
Jezebel; and the corpse of Jezebel shall be as refuse on the surface of the field,
in the plot at Jezreel, so that they shall not say, “Here lies Jezebel.” ’ ”
(2Ki 9:30-37)

So Jezebel, the wicked queen of Israel, became the excrement of dogs!

Then she who is My enemy will see, and shame will cover her who said to Me,
“Where is the Lord your God?”  My eyes will see her; now she will be trampled
down like mud in the streets.  (Mic 7:10)
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“The skull and the feet and the palms of her hands,”  could be a future reference
to the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ?  He was crucified on Golgotha, ‘the place of a
Skull’, and He was nailed through His hands and His feet. Wickedness and evil
was dealt its death-blow that day, as Jesus Christ paid for all the sins of the
World that day. Indeed  ‘Babylon is fallen’,  that day!

Jesus said:-
“If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter
into life maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the
fire that shall never be quenched – where ‘Their worm does not die and
the fire is not quenched.’

And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter
life lame, rather than having two feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire
that shall never be quenched – where ‘Their worm does not die and the
fire is not quenched.’

And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to
enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two
eyes, to be cast into hell fire - where ‘Their worm does not die and the
fire is not quenched.’ (Mar 9:43-48)

Jehu as Elijah before - destroys the work of Jezebel and kills the prophets of Baal

Then Jehu gathered all the people together, and said to them, “Ahab served Baal
a little, Jehu will serve him much. Now therefore, call to me all the prophets of
Baal, all his servants, and all his priests. Let no one be missing, for I have a great
sacrifice for Baal. Whoever is missing shall not live.”  But Jehu acted deceptively,
with the intent of destroying the worshippers of Baal.

And Jehu said, “Proclaim a solemn assembly for Baal.”  So they proclaimed it.
Then Jehu sent throughout all Israel; and all the worshippers of Baal came, so
that there was not a man left who did not come. So they came into the temple of
Baal, and the temple of Baal was full from one end to the other. And he said to
the one in charge of the wardrobe, “Bring out vestments for all the worshippers of
Baal.”  So he brought out vestments for them. Then Jehu and Jehonadab the son
of Rechab went into the temple of Baal, and said to the worshippers of Baal,
“Search and see that no servants of the Lord are here with you, but only the
worshippers of Baal.”  So they went in to offer sacrifices and burnt offerings. Now
Jehu had appointed for himself eighty men on the outside, and had said, “If any
of the men whom I have brought into your hands escapes, whoever lets him
escape, it shall be his life for the life of the other.”

Now it happened, as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt offering,
that Jehu said to the guard and to the captains, “Go in and kill them; let no one
come out!”  And they killed them with the edge of the sword; then the guards and
the officers threw them out, and went into the inner room of the temple of Baal.
And they brought the sacred pillars out of the temple of Baal and burned them.
Then they broke down the sacred pillar of Baal, and tore down the temple of Baal
and made it a refuse dump to this day. Thus Jehu destroyed Baal from Israel.
(2Ki 10:18-28)

All the worshippers of Baal were killed and Baal’s temple was destroyed!
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