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It is Time

The destruction of Jerusalem and its judgment announced

Then the Lord said to me, “Even if Moses and Samuel stood before Me, My mind
would not be favorable toward this people. Cast them out of My sight, and let
them go forth. And it shall be, if they say to you, ‘Where should we go?’ then you
shall tell them, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Such as are for death, to death; and such as
are for the sword, to the sword; and such as are for the famine, to the famine;
and such as are for the captivity, to the captivity.” ’  And I will appoint over them
four forms of destruction,” says the Lord: “the sword to slay, the dogs to drag,
the birds of the heavens and the beasts of the earth to devour and destroy. I will
hand them over to trouble, to all kingdoms of the earth, because of Manasseh the
son of Hezekiah, king of Judah, for what he did in Jerusalem. For who will have
pity on you, O Jerusalem? Or who will bemoan you? Or who will turn aside to ask
how you are doing? You have forsaken Me,” says the Lord, “You have gone
backward. Therefore I will stretch out My hand against you and destroy you; I am
weary of relenting!  And I will winnow them with a winnowing fan in the gates of
the land; I will bereave them of children; I will destroy My people, since they do
not return from their ways. Their widows will be increased to Me more than the
sand of the seas; I will bring against them, against the mother of the young men,
a plunderer at noonday; I will cause anguish and terror to fall on them suddenly.
She languishes who has borne seven; she has breathed her last; her sun has
gone down while it was yet day; she has been ashamed and confounded. And the
remnant of them I will deliver to the sword before their enemies,” says the Lord.
(Jer 15:1-9)

“The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron; with the point of a diamond it is
engraved on the tablet of their heart, and on the horns of your altars, while their
children remember their altars and their wooden images by the green trees on
the high hills. O My mountain in the field, I will give as plunder your wealth, all
your treasures, and your high places of sin within all your borders. And you, even
yourself, shall let go of your heritage which I gave you; and I will cause you to
serve your enemies in the land which you do not know; for you have kindled a
fire in My anger which shall burn forever.”  Thus says the Lord: “Cursed is the
man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart departs from
the Lord. For he shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when good
comes, but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land which
is not inhabited. Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose hope is the
Lord. For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, which spreads out its roots
by the river, and will not fear when heat comes; but its leaf will be green, and will
not be anxious in the year of drought, nor will cease from yielding fruit. The heart
is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?
I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, even to give every man according
to his ways, according to the fruit of his doings. As a partridge that broods but
does not hatch, so is he who gets riches, but not by right; it will leave him in the
midst of his days, and at his end he will be a fool.”

A glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of our sanctuary.
O Lord, the hope of Israel, all who forsake You shall be ashamed.

“Those who depart from Me shall be written in the earth, because they have
forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living waters.”  (Jer 17:1-13)
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Now let me sing to my Well-beloved a song of my Beloved regarding His
vineyard: My Well-beloved has a vineyard on a very fruitful hill. He dug it up and
cleared out its stones, and planted it with the choicest vine. He built a tower in its
midst, and also made a winepress in it; so He expected it to bring forth good
grapes, but it brought forth wild grapes.

“And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge, please, between
Me and My vineyard. What more could have been done to My vineyard that I have
not done in it?  Why then, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes, did it
bring forth wild grapes?  And now, please let Me tell you what I will do to My
vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it shall be burned; and break down its
wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will lay it waste; it shall not be pruned or
dug, but there shall come up briers and thorns. I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain on it.”

For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah
are His pleasant plant. He looked for justice, but behold, oppression; for
righteousness, but behold, a cry for help.  (Isa 5:1-7)

The Day of Judgement
Behold, the day of the Lord comes, cruel, with both wrath and fierce anger, to lay
the land desolate; and He will destroy its sinners from it. For the stars of heaven
and their constellations will not give their light; the sun will be darkened in its
going forth, and the moon will not cause its light to shine.

“I will punish the world for its evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; I will halt the
arrogance of the proud, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible. I will
make a mortal more rare than fine gold, a man more than the golden wedge of
Ophir. Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth will move out of her
place, in the wrath of the Lord of hosts and in the day of His fierce anger.”
(Isa 13:9-13)

Fire Warning
For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no
longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment,
and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. Anyone who has rejected
Moses’ law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. Of
how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has
trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which
he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?  For we know
Him who has said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. And again,
“The Lord will judge His people.”  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God.  (Heb 10:26-31)

“Now therefore, fear the Lord, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away
the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt.
Serve the Lord! And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers
served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in
whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
(Jos 24:14-15)
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“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that He may
send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, whom heaven must receive
until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of
all His holy prophets since the world began. For Moses truly said to the fathers,
‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren.
Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you. And it shall be that
every soul who will not hear that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among
the people.’ Yes, and all the prophets, from Samuel and those who follow, as
many as have spoken, have also foretold these days. You are sons of the
prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying to
Abraham, ‘And in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ To you
first, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning
away every one of you from your iniquities.”  (Act 3:19-26)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in
Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame
before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of
His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. In Him we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of
His grace which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence,
having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure
which He purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times
He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and
which are on earth – in Him. In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being
predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to
the counsel of His will, that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise
of His glory. In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the
Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.
(Eph 1:3-14)

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His
prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the
power of God, who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us
in Christ Jesus before time began, but has now been revealed by the appearing of
Our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel, to which I was appointed a preacher, an
apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. For this reason I also suffer these things;
nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am
persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.
Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and
love which are in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was committed to you, keep
by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us.  (2Ti 1:8-14)

Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith
of God’s elect and the acknowledgment of the truth which accords with godliness,
in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began,
but has in due time manifested His word through preaching, which was
committed to me according to the commandment of God our Savior; to Titus, a
true son in our common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior.  (Tit 1:1-4)
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God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers
by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; who being
the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all
things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on High, having become so much better
than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than
they. For to which of the angels did He ever say: “You are My Son, today I have
begotten You” ?  And again: “I will be to Him a Father, and He shall be to Me a
Son” ?  But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says:
“Let all the angels of God worship Him.” And of the angels He says:
“Who makes His angels spirits and His ministers a flame of fire.” But to the Son
He says: “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is
the scepter of Your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated
lawlessness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness
more than Your companions.” And: “You, Lord, in the beginning laid the
foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands. They will
perish, but You remain; and they will all grow old like a garment; like a cloak You
will fold them up, and they will be changed. But You are the same, and Your
years will not fail.” But to which of the angels has He ever said: “Sit at My right
hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool” ?  Are they not all ministering
spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?  (Heb 1:1-14)

For it is impossible for those who were enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly
gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good
word of God and the powers of the age to come, if they fall away, to renew them
again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and
put Him to an open shame. For the earth which drinks in the rain that often
comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated, receives
blessing from God; but if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected and near to be
cursed, whose end is to be burned. But, beloved, we are confident of better
things concerning you, yes, things that accompany salvation, though we speak in
this manner. For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which
you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and
do minister. And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the
full assurance of hope until the end, that you do not become sluggish, but imitate
those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.    (Heb 6:4-12)

To me (! Paul), who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given,
that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to
make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of
the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; to
the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the
church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, according to the
eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we
have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.  (Eph 3:8-12)
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