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Hell’s Gates

And Moses said: “By this you shall know that the Lord has sent me to do all these
works, for I have not done them of my own will. If these men die naturally like all
men, or if they are visited by the common fate of all men, then the Lord has not
sent me. But if the Lord creates a new thing, and the earth opens its mouth and
swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and they go down alive into the
pit, then you will understand that these men have rejected the Lord.”  Now it
came to pass, as he finished speaking all these words, that the ground split apart
under them, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their
households and all the men with Korah, with all their goods. So they and all those
with them went down alive into the pit; the earth closed over them, and they
perished from among the assembly.  (Num 16:28-33)

“If there is found among you, within any of your gates which the Lord your God
gives you, a man or a woman who has been wicked in the sight of the Lord your
God, in transgressing His covenant, who has gone and served other gods and
worshipped them, either the sun or moon or any of the host of heaven, which I
have not commanded, and it is told you, and you hear of it, then you shall inquire
diligently. And if it is indeed true and certain that such an abomination has been
committed in Israel, then you shall bring out to your gates that man or woman
who has committed that wicked thing, and shall stone to death that man or
woman with stones. Whoever is deserving of death shall be put to death on the
testimony of two or three witnesses; he shall not be put to death on the
testimony of one witness. The hands of the witness shall be the first against him
to put him to death, and afterward the hands of all the people. So shall you put
away the evil from among you.”  (Deu 17:2-7)

This is why the Lord wrote the 10 Commandments in pairs and in stone. They are
the Lord’s two true witnesses against sin, whose testimony cannot be altered.

“Gather the people together, men and women and little ones, and the stranger
who is within your gates, that they may hear and that they may learn to fear the
Lord your God and carefully observe all the words of this law, and that their
children, who have not known it, may hear and learn to fear the Lord your God as
long as you live in the land which you cross the Jordan to possess.”
(Deu 31:12-13)

“But Jeshurun grew fat and kicked; you grew fat, you grew thick, you are obese!
Then he forsook God who made him, and scornfully esteemed the Rock of his
salvation. They provoked Him to jealousy with foreign gods; with abominations
they provoked Him to anger. They sacrificed to demons, not to God, to gods they
did not know, to new gods, new arrivals that your fathers did not fear. Of the
Rock who begot you, you are unmindful, and have forgotten the God who
fathered you. And when the Lord saw it, He spurned them, because of the
provocation of His sons and His daughters. And He said: ‘I will hide My face from
them, I will see what their end will be, for they are a perverse generation,
children in whom is no faith. They have provoked Me to jealousy by what is not
God; they have moved Me to anger by their foolish idols. But I will provoke them
to jealousy by those who are not a nation; I will move them to anger by a foolish
nation. For a fire is kindled in My anger, and shall burn to the lowest hell; it shall
consume the earth with her increase, and set on fire the foundations of the
mountains. I will heap disasters on them; I will spend My arrows on them. They
shall be wasted with hunger, devoured by pestilence and bitter destruction; I will
also send against them the teeth of beasts, with the poison of serpents of the
dust. The sword shall destroy outside; there shall be terror within for the young
man and the virgin, the nursing child with the man of gray hairs.
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I would have said, “I will dash them in pieces, I will make the memory of them to
cease from among men,” had I not feared the wrath of the enemy, lest their
adversaries should misunderstand, lest they should say, “Our hand is high; and it
is not the Lord who has done all this.” ’ ”  (Deu 32:15-27)

So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and struck the
Philistine and killed him. But there was no sword in the hand of David. Therefore
David ran and stood over the Philistine, took his sword and drew it out of its
sheath and killed him, and cut off his head with it. And when the Philistines saw
that their champion was dead, they fled. Now the men of Israel and Judah arose
and shouted, and pursued the Philistines as far as the entrance of the valley and
to the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines fell along the road to
Shaaraim, even as far as Gath and Ekron.  (1Sa 17:50-52)

‘Ekron’ means - eradication, extermination. ‘Gath’ means - pressing, or treading
out, as grapes in a winepress. ‘Shaaraim’ means - double gates.

“When the waves of death surrounded me, the floods of ungodliness made me
afraid. The sorrows of Sheol surrounded me; the snares of death confronted me.
In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried out to my God; He heard my
voice from His temple, and my cry entered His ears.”  (2Sa 22:5-7)

Also Jehoiada appointed the oversight of the house of the Lord to the hand of the
priests, the Levites, whom David had assigned in the house of the Lord, to offer
the burnt offerings of the Lord, as it is written in the Law of Moses, with rejoicing
and with singing, as it was established by David. And he set the gatekeepers at
the gates of the house of the Lord, so that no one who was in any way unclean
should enter.  (2Ch 23:18-19)

Can you search out the deep things of God?
Can you find out the limits of the Almighty?
They are higher than heaven - what can you do?
Deeper than Sheol -  what can you know?
Their measure is longer than the earth and broader than the sea.
If He passes by, imprisons, and gathers to judgment, then who can hinder Him?
For He knows deceitful men; He sees wickedness also. Will He not consider it?
(Job 11:7-11)

The dead tremble, those under the waters and those inhabiting them. Sheol is
naked before Him, and Destruction has no covering.  (Job 26:5-6)

“Have you entered the springs of the sea? Or have you walked in search of
the depths?  Have the gates of death been revealed to you?  Or have you seen
the doors of the shadow of death?  Have you comprehended the breadth of
the earth?  Tell Me, if you know all this.”  (Job 38:16-18)

Have mercy on me, O Lord!  Consider my trouble from those who hate me,
You who lift me up from the gates of death, that I may tell of all Your praise in
the gates of the daughter of Zion. I will rejoice in Your salvation.  (Psa 9:13-14)

The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God. For the
needy shall not always be forgotten; the expectation of the poor shall not perish
forever.  (Psa 9:17-18)

Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; my flesh also will rest in hope.
For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see
corruption.
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You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right
hand are pleasures forevermore.  (Psa 16:9-11)

The pangs of death surrounded me, and the floods of ungodliness made me
afraid. The sorrows of Sheol surrounded me; the snares of death confronted me.
(Psa 18:4-5)

Let death seize them, let them go down alive into hell, for wickedness is in their
dwellings, and among them.  (Psa 55:15)

Teach me Your way, O Lord; I will walk in Your truth; unite my heart to fear
Your name. I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and I will glorify
Your name forevermore. For great is Your mercy toward me, and You have
delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.  (Psa 86:11-13)

Those who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, bound in affliction and
irons – because they rebelled against the words of God, and despised the counsel
of the Most High, therefore He brought down their heart with labor; they fell
down, and there was none to help. Then they cried out to the Lord in their
trouble, and He saved them out of their distresses. He brought them out of
darkness and the shadow of death, and broke their chains in pieces. Oh, that men
would give thanks to the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to
the children of men!  For He has broken the gates of bronze, and cut the bars of
iron in two. Fools, because of their transgression, and because of their iniquities,
were afflicted. Their soul abhorred all manner of food, and they drew near to the
gates of death. Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and He saved
them out of their distresses. He sent His word and healed them, and delivered
them from their destructions. Oh, that men would give thanks to the Lord for His
goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men!  Let them sacrifice
the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare His works with rejoicing.
(Psa 107:10-22)

The dead do not praise the Lord, nor any who go down into silence.  (Psa 115:17)

The pains of death surrounded me, and the pangs of Sheol laid hold of me;
I found trouble and sorrow. Then I called upon the name of the Lord:
“O Lord, I implore You, deliver my soul!”  (Psa 116:3-4)

Where can I go from Your Spirit?  Or where can I flee from Your presence?
If I ascend into heaven, You are there; if I make my bed in hell, behold,
You are there.  (Psa 139:7-8)

Her feet go down to death, her steps lay hold of hell.  (Pro 5:5)

Her house is the way to hell, descending to the chambers of death.  (Pro 7:27)

But he does not know that the dead are there; that her guests are in the depths
of hell.  (Pro 9:18)

Hell and Destruction are before the LORD; so how much more the hearts of the
sons of men.  (Pro 15:11)

The way of life winds upward for the wise, that he may turn away from hell
below.  (Pro 15:24)

Do not withhold correction from a child, for if you beat him with a rod, he will not
die. You shall beat him with a rod, and deliver his soul from hell.  (Pro 23:13-14)
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Hell and Destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied.
(Pro 27:20)

Therefore Sheol has enlarged itself and opened its mouth beyond measure; their
glory and their multitude and their pomp and he who is jubilant, shall descend
into it.  (Isa 5:14)

“Hell from beneath is excited about you, to meet you at your coming; it stirs up
the dead for you, all the chief ones of the earth; it has raised up from their
thrones all the kings of the nations. They all shall speak and say to you:
‘Have you also become as weak as we?  Have you become like us?  Your pomp is
brought down to Sheol, and the sound of your stringed instruments; the maggot
is spread under you, and worms cover you.’ ”  (Isa 14:9-11)

Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit.
(Isa 14:15)

I said, “In the prime of my life I shall go to the gates of Sheol; I am deprived of
the remainder of my years.”  (Isa 38:10)

Indeed it was for my own peace that I had great bitterness; but You have lovingly
delivered my soul from the pit of corruption, for You have cast all my sins behind
Your back. For Sheol cannot thank You, Death cannot praise You; those who
go down to the pit cannot hope for Your truth. The living, the living man, he shall
praise You, as I do this day; the father shall make known Your truth to the
children.  (Isa 38:17-19)

“O Lord, look down from heaven and see our misery. Listen to our prayer. Open
your eyes and look upon us. Those in the world of the dead with no breath left in
their bodies cannot offer praises to you or proclaim how just you are. Only the
living, O Lord, can offer you praise and acknowledge your justice, even though
they may  be suffering greatly, bent and weak, hungry and with failing eyesight.”
(Baruch 2:16-18)

“I will go before you and make the crooked places straight; I will break in pieces
the gates of bronze and cut the bars of iron.”  (Isa 45:2)

You went to the king with ointment, and increased your perfumes; you sent your
messengers far off, and even descended to Sheol.  (Isa 57:9)

“For they have all been delivered to death, to the depths of the earth, among the
children of men who go down to the Pit.”  Thus says the Lord God: “In the day
when it went down to hell, I caused mourning. I covered the deep because of it.
I restrained its rivers, and the great waters were held back. I caused Lebanon to
mourn for it, and all the trees of the field wilted because of it. I made the nations
shake at the sound of its fall, when I cast it down to hell together with those who
descend into the Pit; and all the trees of Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon,
all that drink water, were comforted in the depths of the earth. They also went
down to hell with it, with those slain by the sword; and those who were its strong
arm dwelt in its shadows among the nations.”  (Eze 31:14-17)

“To which of the trees of Eden will you then be likened in glory and greatness?
Yet you shall be brought down with the trees of Eden to the depths of the earth;
you shall lie in the midst of the uncircumcised, with those slain by the sword. This
is Pharaoh and all his multitude,” says the Lord God.  (Eze 31:18)
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“Son of man, wail over the multitude of Egypt, and cast them down to the depths
of the earth, her and the daughters of the famous nations, with those who go
down to the Pit: ‘Whom do you surpass in beauty?  Go down, be placed with the
uncircumcised.’  They shall fall in the midst of those slain by the sword; she is
delivered to the sword, drawing her and all her multitudes. The strong among the
mighty shall speak to him out of the midst of hell with those who help him:
‘They have gone down, they lie with the uncircumcised, slain by the sword.’ ”
(Eze 32:18-21)

They do not lie with the mighty who are fallen of the uncircumcised, who have
gone down to hell with their weapons of war; they have laid their swords under
their heads, but their iniquities will be on their bones, because of the terror of the
mighty in the land of the living.  (Eze 32:27)

There was a chamber and its entrance by the gateposts of the gateway, where
they washed the burnt offering. In the vestibule of the gateway were two tables
on this side and two tables on that side, on which to slay the burnt offering, the
sin offering, and the trespass offering. At the outer side of the vestibule, as one
goes up to the entrance of the northern gateway, were two tables; and on the
other side of the vestibule of the gateway were two tables. Four tables were on
this side and four tables on that side, by the side of the gateway, eight tables on
which they slaughtered the sacrifices. There were also four tables of hewn stone
for the burnt offering, one cubit and a half long, one cubit and a half wide, and
one cubit high; on these lay the instruments with which they slaughtered the
burnt offering and the sacrifice. Inside were hooks, a handbreadth wide, fastened
all around; and the flesh of the sacrifices was on the tables.  (Eze 40:38-43)

“And the Levites who went far away from Me, when Israel went astray, who
strayed away from Me after their idols, they shall bear their iniquity. Yet they
shall be ministers in My sanctuary, as gatekeepers of the house and ministers of
the house; they shall slay the burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and
they shall stand before them to minister to them. Because they ministered to
them before their idols and caused the house of Israel to fall into iniquity,
therefore I have raised My hand in an oath against them,” says the Lord God,
“that they shall bear their iniquity.”  (Eze 44:10-12)

“Though they dig into hell, from there My hand shall take them; though they
climb up to heaven, from there I will bring them down;”   (Amo 9:2)

Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the fish’s belly. And he said: “I cried
out to the Lord because of my affliction, and He answered me. Out of the belly of
Sheol I cried, and You heard my voice.”  (Jon 2:1-2)

“I went down to the moorings of the mountains; the earth with its bars closed
behind me forever; yet You have brought up my life from the pit, O Lord,
my God.”  (Jon 2:6)

“Indeed, because he transgresses by wine, he is a proud man, and he does not
stay at home. Because he enlarges his desire as hell, and he is like death, and
cannot be satisfied, he gathers to himself all nations and heaps up for himself all
peoples.”  (Hab 2:5)

“But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be
in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in
danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire.”
(Mat 5:22)
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“If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is
more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole
body to be cast into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and
cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members
perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.”  (Mat 5:29-30)

“Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear in the ear,
preach on the housetops. And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill
the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
(Mat 10:28)

And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades;
for if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would
have remained until this day.  (Mat 11:23)

“For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish,
so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”
(Mat 12:40)

Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I
also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and
the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  (Mat 16:16-19)

“If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is better
for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or two
feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it
out and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather
than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire.”  (Mat 18:9)

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you shut up the kingdom
of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those
who are entering to go in. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you
devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will
receive greater condemnation. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
For you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make
him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.”  (Mat 23:13-15)

“Serpents, brood of vipers!  How can you escape the condemnation of hell?”
(Mat 23:33)

“If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life
maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall never
be quenched – where ‘Their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’
And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life
lame, rather than having two feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire that shall
never be quenched – where ‘Their worm does not die and the fire is not
quenched.’ And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to
enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast
into hell fire – where ‘Their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’ ”
(Mar 9:43-48 also see the reference scripture - Isa 66:24)

“And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to
Hades.”  (Luk 10:15)
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“He who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you rejects Me, and he who rejects
Me rejects Him who sent Me.”  (Luk 10:16)

“And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and
after that have no more that they can do. But I will show you whom you should
fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to
you, fear Him!”  (Luk 12:4-5)

“So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s
bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. And being in torment in Hades, he
lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. Then he
cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he
may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in
this flame.’ ”  (Luk 16:22-24)

“That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit.”  (Joh 3:6)

“For You will not leave my soul in Hades, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see
corruption.” - “He (! David), foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of
the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades,  nor did His flesh see corruption.”
(Act 2:27,31 also see the reference scripture - Psa 16:10)

Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things. See how great a
forest a little fire kindles!  And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue
is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the
course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell.  (Jas 3:5-6)

For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;  (2Pe 2:4)

“I AM He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I AM alive forevermore. Amen.
And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.”  (Rev 1:18)

These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David,
He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”:  (Rev 3:7)

So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was
Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given to them over a fourth
of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the
earth.  (Rev 6:8)

The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the
dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.
Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.
(Rev 20:13-15)

And He said to me, “It is done!  I AM the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning
and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who
thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he
shall be My son. But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolators, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which
burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”  (Rev 21:6-8)
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