Harvest
Famine and an association with grain, brings a saviour to Egypt, in Joseph.

“Now therefore, let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over
the land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over the land,
to collect one-fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt in the seven plentiful years.
And let them gather all the food of those good years that are coming, and store
up grain under the authority of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities.
Then that food shall be as a reserve for the land for the seven years of famine
which shall be in the land of Egypt, that the land may not perish during the
famine.”

So the advice was good in the eyes of Pharaoh and in the eyes of all his servants.
And Pharaoh said to his servants, "Can we find such a one as this, a man in
whom is the Spirit of God?” Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Inasmuch as God has
shown you all this, there is no one as discerning and wise as you. You shall be
over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according to your word; only in
regard to the throne will I be greater than you.” And Pharaoh said to Joseph,
“See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt.”

Then Pharaoh took his signet ring off his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand; and
he clothed him in garments of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck.
And he had him ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried out
before him, "Bow the knee!” So he set him over all the land of Egypt. Pharaoh
also said to Joseph, "I am Pharaoh, and without your consent no man may lift his
hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.”

And Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaphnath-Paaneah [Saviour of the world].
And he gave him as a wife Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On.
So Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt. Joseph was thirty years old when
he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of
Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt.

Now in the seven plentiful years the ground brought forth abundantly. So he
gathered up all the food of the seven years which were in the land of Egypt, and
laid up the food in the cities; he laid up in every city the food of the fields which
surrounded them. Joseph gathered very much grain, as the sand of the sea, until
he stopped counting, for it was immeasurable. And to Joseph were born two sons
before the years of famine came, whom Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah
priest of On, bore to him. Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh:
“For God has made me forget all my toil and all my father’s house." And the
name of the second he called Ephraim: “For God has caused me to be fruitful in
the land of my affliction.”

Then the seven years of plenty which were in the land of Egypt ended, and the
seven years of famine began to come, as Joseph had said. The famine was in all
lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. So when all the land of Egypt
was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread. Then Pharaoh said to all the
Egyptians, “Go to Joseph; whatever he says to you, do.”

The famine was over all the face of the earth, and Joseph opened all the
storehouses and sold to the Egyptians. And the famine became severe in the land
of Egypt. So all countries came to Joseph in Egypt to buy grain, because the
famine was severe in all lands. (Gen 41:33-57)




The blood of the lamb, saves Israel (a shadow of Jesus Christ).

Now the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, “This month
shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year to you.
Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: ‘On the tenth of this month every
man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb for
a household. And if the household is too small for the lamb, let him and his
neighbor next to his house take it according to the number of the persons;
according to each man’s need you shall make your count for the lamb.’

‘Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it
from the sheep or from the goats. Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day
of the same month [four days]. Then the whole assembly of the congregation of
Israel shall kill it at twilight. And they shall take some of the blood and put it on
the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses where they eat it. Then they
shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with unleavened bread and with
bitter herbs they shall eat it. Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water,
but roasted in fire — its head with its legs and its entrails. You shall let none of it
remain until morning, and what remains of it until morning you shall burn with
fire.’

‘And thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your waist, your sandals on your feet,
and your staff in your hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord’s Passover.
For I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of
Egypt I will execute judgment: I AM the Lord. Now the blood shall be a sign for
you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you;
and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of

Egypt.’

'So this day shall be to you a memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to the
Lord throughout your generations. You shall keep it as a feast by an everlasting
ordinance. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall
remove leaven from your houses. For whoever eats leavened bread from the first
day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut off from Israel.” ”

(Exo 12:1-15)

Our God is One God

Now when Moses went into the tabernacle of meeting to speak to Him, he heard
the voice of One speaking to him from above the mercy seat that was on the ark
of the Testimony, from between the two cherubim; thus He spoke to him.

(Num 7:89)

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one!” (Deu 6:4)

“Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and His Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:
‘I AM the First and I AM the Last; besides Me there is no God. And who can
proclaim as I do? Then let him declare it and set it in order for Me, since I
appointed the ancient people. And the things that are coming and shall come, let
them show these to them. Do not fear, nor be afraid; have I not told you from
that time, and declared it? You are My witnesses. Is there a God besides Me?
Indeed there is no other Rock; I know not one.”” (Isa 44:6-8)

“I AM the Lord, and there is no other; there is no God besides Me.” (Isa 45:5)




“Listen to Me, O Jacob, and Israel, My called; I AM He, I AM the First, I AM also
the Last.” (Isa 48:12)

For your Maker is your husband, the Lord of hosts is His name; and your
Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel; He is called the God of the whole earth.
(Isa 54:5)

Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel,
the Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’
This is the first commandment.” (Mar 12:29-30)

For if the inheritance is of the law, it is no longer of promise; but God gave it to
Abraham by promise. What purpose then does the law serve? It was added
because of transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the promise was
made; and it was appointed through angels by the hand of a mediator. Now a
mediator does not mediate for one only, but God is one. (Gal 3:18-20)

God comes in the flesh as Saviour of the World.

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be
upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace
there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it
and establish it with judgment and justice. From that time forward, even forever.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. (Isa 9:6-7)

Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace
was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him
the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not
His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its
shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth. (Isa 53:4-7 & 1Pe 2:21-25)

The preeminence of Christ.

For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you,
and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and
spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to
Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and
long suffering with joy; giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has delivered us from
the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,
in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all
things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were
created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all
things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.

For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to
reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in
heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. (Col 1:9-20)




The Holy Spirit remains with the righteous.

“If you love Me, keep My commandments. And I will pray the Father, and He will
give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever - the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but
you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.” (Joh 14:15-17)

God cleary intended Adam and Eve, to produce many children of God.
Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the
earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the
air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Gen 1:28)

So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: “Be fruitful and multiply,
and fill the earth.” (Gen 9:1)

He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not
know Him. He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as
received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who
believe in His hame: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor
of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth. (Joh 1:10-14)

Therefore brethren, we are debtors - not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you will
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, these are the sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of
bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry
out, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, then heirs - heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.

(Rom 8:12-17)

For in that He [Lord God] put all in subjection under him [man], He left nothing
that is not put under him. But now we do not yet see all things put under him.
But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering
of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste
death for everyone. For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by
whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their
salvation perfect through sufferings. For both He who sanctifies and those who
are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call
them brethren, saying: “I will declare Your name to My brethren; in the midst of
the assembly I will sing praise to You.” And again: “I will put My trust in Him.”
And again: “Here am I and the children whom God has given Me.” (Heb 2:8-13)

The Lord’s answer to Ezra, regarding people.

Then I said, "But, Lord God, your concern is with the people who will be alive at
the end of the world. What will happen to those who live before that time?
What about us? What about those who came before us, and those who will live
after us?” He answered me, “The final judgement can be compared to a circle,
and just as a circle has no beginning or end, so those who come early will not be
too early, and those who come late will not be too late.” I replied, "But couldn’t
you have created all human beings, those of the past, the present, and the
future, so that they would all live at the same time? In that way, you could have
had your final judgement sooner?” He answered, “The creation cannot move
faster than the Creator. And besides, the world wouldn’t have been able to hold
all the people if everyone had been created at the same time.”



“Why, then,” I asked, “did you tell me just now that one day you would bring
back to life at the same time every creature that ever lived? If the world can hold
them all then, it can hold them now.” He answered, “That would be like asking a
woman who has given birth to ten children why she didn’t have them all at once,
instead of one at a time.”

“That would be impossible,” I answered. “She can’t have them all at once.”

“In the same way,” He continued, "I have made the world like a womb so that it
produces human beings at regular intervals. The rule that neither a young child
nor an old woman can give birth to a baby also applies to the world that I have
created.” (2Esdras 5:41-49)

“Before she was in labor, she gave birth; before her pain came, she delivered a
male child. Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen such things? Shall the
earth be made to give birth in one day? Or shall a nation be born at once?
For as soon as Zion was in labor, she gave birth to her children. Shall I bring to
the time of birth, and not cause delivery?” says the Lord. “Shall I who cause
delivery shut up the womb?” says your God. Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be
glad with her, all you who love her; rejoice for joy with her, all you who mourn
for her; that you may feed and be satisfied with the consolation of her bosom,
that you may drink deeply and be delighted with the abundance of her glory.”
(Isa 66:7-11)

But what of Judgement and Hell, and who was it created for?

“For behold, the Lord will come with fire and with His chariots, like a whirlwind,
to render His anger with fury, and His rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire and
by His sword the Lord will judge all flesh; and the slain of the Lord shall be
many.” (Isa 66:15-16)

“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways,”
says the Lord God. “Repent, and turn from all our transgressions, so that iniquity
will not be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have
committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should you
die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies,”
says the Lord God. “Therefore turn and live!” (Eze 18:30-32)

“Even so it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little
ones should perish.” (Mat 18:14)

“Then He will also say to those on the left hand, “Depart from Me, you cursed,
into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: ... And these will go
away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

(Mat 25:41,46)

The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is
long suffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should
come to repentance. (2Pe 3:9)

Notice what Paul says about the role of the Law of God.

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law,
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before
God. Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for
by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God apart from
the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the
righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.




For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate
His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that
were previously committed, to demonstrate at the present time His
righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in
Jesus. Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but
by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart
from the deeds of the law. Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the
God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, since there is one God who will
justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. Do we then
make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish
the law. What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to
the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast
about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed
God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” (Rom 3:19 - 4:3)

There are two classes of believers mentioned here. They both believe God and are
considered righteous, the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through
faith. We also know that God is One and it was God who died on the cross for the
sins of Man. However I've always wondered about people who devout their lives
to God, living righteously, showing humility and loving their fellow man, but they
don’t accept that Jesus was the Son of God. The Word of God is the Rock of the
Old Testament, so by adopting the Law of God for one’s life, one is recognising
God through living His Law and His Commandments. This is why I think there will
be two harvests of believers. The first for the righteous dead, and the living who
have accepted that Jesus is the Son of God, and the second of the living righteous
who devoutly worship God and refuse to worship the beast or his image.
Unfortunately the second group (144000 of the tribes of Israel) will be beheaded
for their testimony during the tribulation period, whilst the first I think, will be
taken (escape) before the tribulation period. This is the conclusion I've come to
based on the lessons in the Old Testament.

Now it seems to me that there are three endtime harvests. In the agricultural
year the barley harvest comes first, then the wheat harvest, and then the grape
harvest. The barley harvest is in April, the wheat harvest in June, and the grape
harvest in August.

“Three times you shall keep a feast to Me in the year: You shall keep the Feast of
Unleavened Bread (you shall eat unleavened bread seven days, as I commanded
you, at the time appointed in the month of Abib, for in it you came out of Egypt;
none shall appear before Me empty); and the Feast of Harvest, the firstfruits of
your labors which you have sown in the field; and the Feast of Ingathering at the
end of the year, when you have gathered in the fruit of your labors from the field.
Three times in the year all your males shall appear before the Lord God. You shall
not offer the blood of My sacrifice with leavened bread; nor shall the fat of My
sacrifice remain until morning. The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall
bring into the house of the Lord your God.” (Exo 23:14-19)

“The Feast of Unleavened Bread you shall keep. Seven days you shall eat
unleavened bread, as I commanded you, in the appointed time of the month of
Abib; for in the month of Abib you came out from Egypt. Six days you shall work,
but on the seventh day you shall rest; in plowing time and in harvest you shall
rest. And you shall observe the Feast of Weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest,
and the Feast of Ingathering at the year’s end. Three times in the year all your
men shall appear before the Lord, the Lord God of Israel.” (Exo 34:18, 21-23)




The Barley harvest (Gentile)

The time of the ten plagues of Egypt was just before the Barley harvest.

Now the flax and the barley were struck, for the barley was in the head and the
flax was in bud. But the wheat and the spelt were not struck, for they are late
crops. (Exo 9:31-32)

The Lord’s inheritance, is taken from among the people.

“Fear and dread will fall on them; by the greatness of Your arm they will be as
still as a stone, till Your people pass over, O Lord, till the people pass over whom
You have purchased. You will bring them in and plant them in the mountain of
Your inheritance, in the place, O Lord, which You have made for Your own
dwelling, the sanctuary, O Lord, which Your hands have established. The Lord
shall reign forever and ever.” (Exo 15:16-18)

Ruth a Gentile believer.

So Naomi returned and Ruth the Moabitess her daughter-in-law with her, who
returned from the country of Moab. Now they came to Bethlehem at the
beginning of barley harvest. (Rut 1:22)

So she gleaned in the field until evening, and beat out what she had gleaned, and
it was abount an ephah of barley. Then she took it up and went into the city, and
her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. So she brought out and gave to her
what she had kept back after she had been satisfied. And her mother-in-law said
to her, “Where have you gleaned today? And where did you work? Blessed be
the one who took notice of you.” So she told her mother-in-law with whom she
had worked, and said, “The man’s name with whom I worked today is Boaz.”
Then Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “Blessed be he of the Lord, who has not
forsaken His kindness to the living and the dead!” And Naomi said to her, “This
man is a relation of ours, one of our close relatives.” Ruth the Moabitess said,
“He also said to me, ‘You shall stay close by my young men until they
have finished all my harvest.” ” And Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law,
“It is good, my daughter, that you go out with his young women, and that people
do not meet you in any other field.” So she stayed close by the young women of
Boaz, to glean until the end of barley harvest and wheat harvest; and she dwelt
with her mother-in-law. (Rut 2:17-23)

Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, "My daughter, shall I not seek security
for you, that it may be well with you? Now Boaz, whose young women you were
with, is he not our relative? In fact, he is winnowing barley tonight at the
threshing floor. Therefore wash yourself and anoint yourself, put on your best
garment and go down to the threshing floor; but do not make yourself known to
the man until he has finished eating and drinking. Then it shall be, when he lies
down, that you shall notice the place where he lies; and you shall go in, uncover
his feet, and lie down; and he will tell you what you should do.” (Rut 3:1-4)

So she lay at his feet until morning, and she arose before one could recognize
another. Then he said, “"Do not let it be known that the woman came to the
threshing floor.” Also he said, “Bring the shawl that is on you and hold it.”
And when she held it, he measured six ephahs of barley, and laid it on her. Then
she went into the city. When she came to her mother-in-law, she said, “Is that
you, my daughter?” Then she told her all that the man had done for her. And she
said, “These six ephahs of barley he gave me; for he said to me, ‘Do not go
empty-handed to your mother-in-law.” ” Then she said, "Sit still, my daughter,
until you know how the matter will turn out; for the man will not rest until he has
concluded the matter this day.” (Rut 3:14-17)




So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife; and when he went in to her, the
Lord gave her conception, and she bore a son. Then the women said to Naomi,
“Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you this day without a close relative;
and may his name be famous in Israell And may he be to you a restorer of life
and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law, who loves you, who is
better to you than seven sons, has borne him.”

Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her bosom, and became a nurse to
him. Also the neighbor women gave him a name, saying, “There is a son born to
Naomi.” And they called his name Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of
David. (Rut4:13-17)

You have multiplied the nation and increased its joy; they rejoice before You
according to the joy of harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.
(Isa 9:3)

And He said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the
ground, and should sleep by night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout
and grow, he himself does not know how. For the earth yields crops by itself:
first the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the head. But when the
grain ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”
(Mar 4:26-29)

“I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me
is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will
thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but
He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” (Mat 3:11-12 & Luk 3:16-17)

Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.
Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”
(Mat 9:37-38 & Luk 10:2)

Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish
His work. Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the
harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they
are already white for harvest! And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers
fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice
together. For in this the saying is true: ‘One sows and another reaps.” I sent you
to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have
entered into their labors.” (Joh 4:34-38)

But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man
should be glorified. Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into
the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He
who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for
eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My
servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.

(Joh 12:23-26)

“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing,
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For
it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth.
Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all
these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

(Luk 21:34-36)




For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, nor are they all children because they
are the seed of Abraham; but, “In Isaac your seed shall be called.” That is, those
who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the
children of the promise are counted as the seed. (Rom 9:6-8)

For they themselves declare concerning us what manner of entry we had to you,
and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to
wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who
delivers us from the wrath to come. (1Th 1:9-10)

But someone will say, "How are the dead raised up? And with what body do they
come?” Foolish one, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies. And what you
sow, you do not sow that body that shall be, but mere grain - perhaps wheat or
some other grain. But God gives it a body as He pleases, and to each seed its
own body. So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption,
it is raised in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual
body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. However the spiritual
is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual.

And so it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being.” The last Adam
became a life-giving spirit. The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the
second Man is the Lord from heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those
who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are
heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear
the image of the heavenly Man.

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God;
nor does corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed - in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible
has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be
brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O
Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?” The sting of death
is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that
your labor is not in vain in the Lord. (1Co 15:35-38, 42-58)

For thus says the High and Lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy:
“I dwell in the high and holy place, with him who has a contrite and humble spirit,
to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.
(Isa 57:15)

But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen
asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.
For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain
until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.
Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.
Therefore comfort one another with these words. (1Th 4:13-18)




But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by Man also came the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be
made alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those
who are Christ’s at His coming. Then comes the end, when He delivers the
kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and
power. For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. The last
enemy that will be destroyed is death [Rev 20:14]. (1Co 15:20-26)

For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell
and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; ...
then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve
the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment, and especially those who
walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority.

(2Pe 2:4,9-10)

And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them.
Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their withess to Jesus
and for the word of God, who had not worshipped the beast or his image, and had
not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and
reigned with Christ for a thousand years. But the rest of the dead did not live
again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed
and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death
has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with
Him a thousand years. (Rev 20:4-6)

The Wheat harvest (Israel)

So it was, when the people set out from their camp to cross over the Jordan, with
the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people, and as those who
bore the ark came to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests who bore the ark
dipped in the edge of the water (for the Jordan overflows all its banks during the
whole time of harvest), that the waters which came down from upstream stood
still, and rose in a heap very far away at Adam, the city that is beside Zaretan.
So the waters that went down into the Sea of Arabah, the Salt Sea, failed, and
were cut off; and the people crossed over opposite Jericho. Then the priests who
bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the midst of
the Jordan; and all Israel crossed over on dry ground, until all the people had
crossed completely over the Jordan. (Jos 3:14-17)

Now the Angel of the Lord came and sat under the terebinth tree which was in
Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon threshed
wheat in the winepress, in order to hide it from the Midianites. And the Angel of
the Lord appeared to him, and said to him, “The Lord is with you, you mighty
man of valor!” (Jud 6:11-12)

After a while, in the time of wheat harvest, it happened that Samson visited his
wife with a young goat. And he said, “Let me go in to my wife, into her room.”
But her father would not permit him to go in. (Jud 15:1)

Now the people of Beth Shemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the valley;
and they lifted up their eyes and saw the ark, and rejoiced to see it. Then the cart
came into the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh, and stood there; a large stone
was there. So they split the wood of the cart and offered the cows as a burnt
offering to the Lord. The Levites took down the ark of the Lord and the chest that
was with it, in which were the articles of gold, and put them on the large stone.
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Then the men of Beth Shemesh offered burnt offerings and made sacrifices the
same day to the Lord. (1Sa 6:13-15)

“If you fear the Lord and serve Him and obey His voice, and do not rebel against
the commandment of the Lord, then both you and the king who reigns over you
will continue following the Lord your God. However, if you do not obey the voice
of the Lord, but rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then the hand of the
Lord will be against you, as it was against your fathers. Now therefore, stand and
see this great thing which the Lord will do before your eyes: Is today not the
wheat harvest? I will call to the Lord, and He will send thunder and rain, that you
may perceive and see that your wickedness is great, which you have done in the
sight of the Lord, in asking a king for yourselves.”

So Samuel called to the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day; and
all the people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel. And all the people said to
Samuel, “Pray for your servants to the Lord your God, that we may not die;
for we have added to all our sins the evil of asking a king for ourselves.”
Then Samuel said to the people, “"Do not fear. You have done all this wickedness;
yet do not turn aside from following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your
heart. And do not turn aside; for then you would go after empty things which
cannot profit or deliver, for they are nothing. For the Lord will not forsake His
people, for His great name’s sake, because it has pleased the Lord to make you
His people. Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the
Lord in ceasing to pray for you; but I will teach you the good and the right way.
Only fear the Lord, and serve Him in truth with all your heart; for consider what
great things He has done for you. But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept
away, both you and your king.” (1Sa 12:14-25)

Again the anger of the Lord was aroused against Israel, and He moved David
against them to say, “"Go, number Israel and Judah.” So the Lord sent a plague
upon Israel from the morning till the appointed time. From Dan to Beersheba
seventy thousand men of the people died. And when the angel stretched out His
hand over Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord relented from the destruction, and
said to the angel who was destroying the people, “It is enough; now restrain your
hand.” And the angel of the Lord was by the threshing floor of Araunah the
Jebusite. (2Sa 24:1,15-16)

Then David lifted his eyes and saw the angel of the Lord standing between earth
and heaven, having in his hand a drawn sword stretched out over Jerusalem. So
David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell on their faces. And David said to
God, “"Was it not I who commanded the people to be numbered? I am the one
who has sinned and done evil indeed; but these sheep, what have they done?
Let Your hand, I pray, O Lord my God, be against me and my father’s house, but
not against Your people that they should be plagued.” Therefore the angel of the
Lord commanded Gad to say to David that David should go and erect an altar to
the Lord on the threshing floor of Ornan [Araunah] the Jebusite. So David went
up at the word of Gad, which he had spoken in the name of the Lord. Now Ornan
turned and saw the angel; and his four sons who were with him hid themselves,
but Ornan continued threshing wheat. So David came to Ornan, and Ornan looked
and saw David. And he went out from the threshing floor, and bowed before
David with his face to the ground. Then David said to Ornan, “Grant me the place
of this threshing floor, that I may build an altar on it to the Lord. You shall grant
it to me at the full price, that the plague may be withdrawn from the people.”
But Ornan said to David, “Take it to yourself, and let my lord the king do what is
good in his eyes. Look, I also give you the oxen for burnt offerings, the threshing
implements for wood, and the wheat for the grain offering; I give it all.”
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Then King David said to Ornan, “No, but I will surely buy it for the full price, for I
will not take what is yours for the Lord, nor offer burnt offerings with that which
costs me nothing.” So David gave Ornan six hundred shekels of gold by weight
for the place. And David built there an altar to the Lord, and offered burnt
offerings and peace offerings, and called on the Lord; and He answered him from
heaven by fire on the altar of burnt offering. So the Lord commanded the angel,
and he returned his sword to its sheath. At that time, when David saw that the
Lord had answered him on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, he sacrificed
there. For the tabernacle of the Lord and the altar of the burnt offering, which
Moses had made in the wilderness, were at the time at the high place in Gibeon.
But David could not go before it to inquire of God, for he was afraid of the sword
of the angel of the Lord. (1Ch 21:16-30)

“Oh, that My people would listen to Me, that Israel would walk in My ways!
I would soon subdue their enemies, and turn My hand against their adversaries.
The haters of the Lord would pretend submission to Him, but their fate would
endure forever. He would have fed them also with the finest of wheat; and with
honey from the rock I would have satisfied you." (Psa 81:13-16)

“For in those days there will be tribulation, such as has not been since the
beginning of the creation which God created until this time, nor ever shall be. And
unless the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh would be saved; but for the
elect’s sake, whom He chose, He shortened the days. But in those days, after that
tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the
stars of heaven will fall, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they
will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory. And
then He will send His angels, and gather together His elect from the four winds,
from the farthest part of earth to the farthest part of heaven.”

(Mar 13:19-20, 24-27)

For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “The daughter of Babylon is
like a threshing floor when it is time to thresh her; yet a little while and the time
of her harvest will come.” (Jer 51:33)

“Also, O Judah, a harvest is appointed for you, when I return the captives of My
people.” (Hos 6:11)

Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son
of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. And
another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on
the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to reap,
for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His
sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped. (Rev 14:14-16)

The Grape harvest (Chaff)

These people were unwilling to obey the Lord.

Then Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, “Go up
this way into the South, and go up to the mountains, and see what the land is
like: whether the people who dwell in it are strong or weak, few or many;
whether the land they dwell in is good or bad; whether the cities they inhabit are
like camps or strongholds; whether the land is rich or poor; and whether there
are forests there or not. Be of good courage. And bring some of the fruit of the
land.” Now the time was the season of the first ripe grapes. (Num 13:17-20)

“The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved!” (Jer 8:20)
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Who is this who comes from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah, this One
who is glorious in His apparel, traveling in the greatness of His strength? -

“I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save.”

Why is Your apparel red, and Your garments like one who treads in the
winepress?

“I have trodden the winepress alone, and from the peoples no one was with
Me. For I have trodden them in My anger, and trampled them in My fury;
their blood is sprinkled upon My garments, and I have stained all My robes.
For the day of vengeance is in My heart, and the year of My redeemed has
come. I looked, but there was no one to help, and I wondered that there
was no one to uphold; therefore My own arm brought salvation for Me; and
My own fury, it sustained Me. I have trodden down the peoples in My anger,
made them drunk in My fury, and bought down their strength to the earth.”
(Isa 63:1-6)

“Let the nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; for there
I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. Put in the sickle, for the harvest is
ripe. Come, go down; for the winepress is full, the vats overflow - for their
wickedness is great.” (Joe 3:13)

Then Jesus sent the multitude away and went into the house. And His disciples
came to Him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.”
He answered and said to them: “He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man.
The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares
are the sons of the wicked one. The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels. Therefore as the
tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. The
Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all
things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them into
the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then the
righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has
ears to hear, let him hear!” (Mat 13:36-43)

Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a
sharp sickle. And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over
fire, and he cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust
in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her
grapes are fully ripe.” So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered
the vine of the earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.
And the winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood came out of the
winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs.

(Rev 14:17-20)

The 6000y Creation with a 1000y Sabbath

Some people say that the one day for 1000 years principle can’t be taken literally,
based on the following scripture.

"But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day." (2Pe 3:8)
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When one looks at the life of Adam, an important observation is made.

Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and
keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the
garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Gen 2:15-17)

So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years; and he died.
(Gen 5:5)

Notice that Adam lived 930y, which is 70y short of 1000y! This shows two things,
God is drawing our attention to the, one weekday - 1000 years principle, and also
that 70y indicates a period of disobedience or punishment. One may argue that
Adam started dying the day he sinned, and only because of his bodies purity he
lasted 930y. The problem with this theory, is that God cannot lie because the
Word of God is Truth. Adam did not die on the day that he ate of the fruit, so it
must therefore refer to the 1000y period as seen according to 2Peter 3:8 above.
Israel was in exile in Egypt for 210y, which is 3 x 70y. Later they were taken to
Babylon for an additional 70y exile period. This is why I think that Adam’s
shortcoming, was indicated by the 70y short of 1000y. Jesus was crucified in the
4000 year of creation, that is after four days. Lazarus (as mankind) was also
brought back to life (Joh 11:38-44), after he had been dead four days!

I have seen the God-given task with which the sons of men are to be occupied.
He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also He has put eternity in their
hearts, except that no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to
end. I know that nothing is better for them than to rejoice, and to do good in
their lives, and also that every man should eat and drink and enjoy the good of all
his labor - it is the gift of God. I know that whatever God does, it shall be
forever. Nothing can be added to it, and nothing taken from it. God does it, that
men should fear before Him. That which is has already been, and what is to be
has already been; and God requires an account of what is past. (Ecc 3:10-15)

“Six years you shall sow your land and gather in its produce, but the seventh year
you shall let it rest and lie fallow, that the poor of your people may eat; and what
they leave, the beasts of the field may eat. In like manner you shall do with your
vineyard and your olive grove. Six days you shall do your work, and on the
seventh day you shall rest, that your ox and your donkey may rest, and the son
of your female servant and the stranger may be refreshed. And in all that I have
said to you, be circumspect and make no mention of the name of other gods, nor
let it be heard from your mouth.” (Exo 23:10-13)

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days.
(Heb 11:30)

Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away. Also there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city,
New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold,
the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be
His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God will wipe
away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor
crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”
(Rev 21:1-4)
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