Go forth
The rod is the sign, of the authority of the bearer.
Then Moses answered and said, “But suppose they will not believe me or listen to my
voice; suppose they say, ‘The Lord has not appeared to you.’ ” So the Lord said to him,
“What is that in your hand?” He said, “A rod.” And He said, “Cast it on the ground.”
So he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. Then the
Lord said to Moses, “Reach out your hand and take it by the tail” (and he reached out
his hand and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand), “that they may believe that the
Lord God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
has appeared to you.” (Exo 4:2-5)

The Devil was an angel who was thrown out of heaven, cast to the ground, didn’t he then
become the dragon and serpent of old?
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and
a great chain in his hand. He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil
and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he cast him into the bottomless pit,
and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till
the thousand years were finished. (Rev 20:1-3)

Lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand.
And Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the
Lord, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you
shall see again no more forever. The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your
peace.”
And the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go
forward. But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it. And
the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea. And I indeed
will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them. So I will gain honor
over Pharaoh and over all his army, his chariots, and his horsemen. Then the Egyptians
shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained honor for Myself over Pharaoh, his
chariots, and his horsemen.”
And the Angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind
them; and the pillar of cloud went from before them and stood behind them. So it came
between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel. Thus it was a cloud and
darkness to the one, and it gave light by night to the other, so that the one did not come
near the other all that night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the
Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea
into dry land, and the waters were divided. So the children of Israel went into the midst
of the sea on the dry ground, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and
on their left. And the Egyptians pursued and went after them into the midst of the sea,
all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen.
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Now it came to pass, in the morning watch, that the Lord looked down upon the army of
the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and cloud, and He troubled the army of the
Egyptians. And He took off their chariot wheels, so that they drove them with
difficulty; and the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the face of Israel, for the Lord
fights for them against the Egyptians.”
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the waters may
come back upon the Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their horsemen.”
And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and when the morning appeared, the sea
returned to its full depth, while the Egyptians were fleeing into it. So the Lord
overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. Then the waters returned and covered
the chariots, the horsemen, and all the army of Pharaoh that came into the sea after
them. Not so much as one of them remained. But the children of Israel had walked on
dry land in the midst of the sea, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand
and on their left. So the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians,
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Thus Israel saw the great work
which the Lord had done in Egypt; so the people feared the Lord, and believed the Lord
and His servant Moses. (Exo 14:13-31)

The children of Israel cross the river Jordan, which is in flood, by walking through it,
again on dry land, this time it was authorized by the Ark of the Covenant (the Law of
God), and not the Rod of Moses.
Now the people came up from the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they
camped in Gilgal on the east border of Jericho. And those twelve stones which they took
out of the Jordan, Joshua set up in Gilgal. Then he spoke to the children of Israel,
saying: “When your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, ‘What are these
stones?’ then you shall let your children know, saying, ‘Israel crossed over this Jordan
on dry land’; for the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until
you had crossed over, as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which He dried up
before us until we had crossed over, that all the peoples of the earth may know the hand
of the Lord, that it is mighty, that you may fear the Lord your God forever.”
(Jos 4:19-24)
Now the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and
set up the tabernacle of meeting there. And the land was subdued before them. But
there remained among the children of Israel seven tribes which had not yet received
their inheritance. Then Joshua said to the children of Israel: "How long will you neglect
to go and possess the land which the Lord God of your fathers has given you?"
(Jos 18:1-3)
“Now, my son, may the Lord be with you; and may you prosper, and build the house of the
Lord your God, as He has said to you. Only may the Lord give you wisdom and
understanding, and give you charge concerning Israel, that you may keep the law of the
Lord your God. Then you will prosper, if you take care to fulfill the statutes and
judgments with which the Lord charged Moses concerning Israel. Be strong and of good
courage; do not fear nor be dismayed.

2

Indeed I have taken much trouble to prepare for the house of the Lord one hundred
thousand talents of gold and one million talents of silver, and bronze and iron beyond
measure, for it is so abundant. I have prepared timber and stone also, and you may add
to them. Moreover there are workmen with you in abundance: woodsmen and
stonecutters, and all types of skillful men for every kind of work. Of gold and silver and
bronze and iron there is no limit. Arise and begin working, and the Lord be with you.”
(1Ch 22:11-16)
Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in
you? If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is
holy, which temple you are. (1Co 3:16-17)
“For thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and
earth, the sea and dry land; and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the
Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this temple with glory,’ says the Lord of hosts.
‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,’ says the Lord of hosts. ‘The glory of this latter
temple shall be greater than the former,’ says the Lord of hosts. ‘And in this place I will
give peace,’ says the Lord of hosts.” (Hag 2:6-9)
Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with
saints and members of the household of God, having been built on the foundation of
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom
whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom
also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. (Eph 2:19-22)
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The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in
the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted and every mountain and
hill brought low; the crooked places shall be made straight and the rough places smooth;
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together; for the mouth
of the Lord has spoken.” (Isa 40:3-5)
“Do not fear, for you will not be ashamed; neither be disgraced, for you will not be put
to shame; for you will forget the shame of your youth, and will not remember the
reproach of your widowhood anymore. For your Maker is your husband, The Lord of
hosts is His name; and your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel; He is called the God of
the whole earth. For the Lord has called you like a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit,
like a youthful wife when you were refused,” says your God.
“For a mere moment I have forsaken you, but with great mercies I will gather you.
With a little wrath I hid My face from you for a moment; but with everlasting kindness I
will have mercy on you,” says the Lord, your Redeemer. (Isa 54:4-8)
“Behold, I have created the blacksmith who blows the coals in the fire, who brings
forth an instrument for his work; and I have created the spoiler to destroy.
No weapon formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue which rises against
you in judgment you shall condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord,
and their righteousness is from Me,” says the Lord. (Isa 54:16-17)
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And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven
and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the
age.” Amen. (Mat 28:18-20)
And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He
who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be
condemned. And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out
demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink
anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they
will recover.” (Mar 16:15-18)

Peter and John
And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then He said
to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” They immediately left their
nets and followed Him. Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son
of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their
nets. He called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed
Him. (Mat 4:18-22)
After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias,
and in this way He showed Himself: Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together.
Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We are going with you
also.” They went out and immediately got into the boat, and that night they caught
nothing.
But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not
know that it was Jesus. Then Jesus said to them, “Children, have you any food?”
They answered Him, “No.” And He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the
boat, and you will find some.” So they cast, and now they were not able to draw it in
because of the multitude of fish. Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to
Peter, “It is the Lord!” Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his
outer garment (for he had removed it), and plunged into the sea. But the other disciples
came in the little boat (for they were not far from land, but about two hundred cubits),
dragging the net with fish.
Then, as soon as they had come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it,
and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you have just caught.”
Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and
fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not broken. Jesus said to
them, “Come and eat breakfast.” Yet none of the disciples dared ask Him, “Who are
You?” – knowing that it was the Lord. Jesus then came and took the bread and gave it to
them, and likewise the fish. This is now the third time Jesus showed Himself to His
disciples after He was raised from the dead.
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So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah,
do you love Me more then these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.”
He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of
Jonah, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said
to him, “Tend My sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you
love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?”
And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to
him, “Feed My sheep. Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded
yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your
hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish.” This He spoke,
signifying by what death he would glorify God.
And when He had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me.” Then Peter, turning around,
saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also had leaned on His breast at the
supper, and said, “Lord, who is the one who betrays You?” Peter, seeing him, said to
Jesus, “But Lord, what about this man?” Jesus said to him, “If I will that he remain till
I come, what is that to you? You follow Me.”
Then this saying went out among the brethren that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus
did not say to him that he would not die, but, “If I will that he remain till I come, what is
that to you?” This is the disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote these things;
and we know that his testimony is true. (Joh 21:1-24)

Prepare the Passover meal
Then came the Day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover must be killed. And He sent
Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat.”
So they said to Him, “Where do You want us to prepare?” And He said to them,
“Behold, when you have entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water;
follow him into the house which he enters. Then you shall say to the master of the
house, ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest room where I may eat the
Passover with My disciples?” ’ Then he will show you a large, furnished upper room;
there make ready.” So they went and found it just as He had said to them, and they
prepared the Passover. (Luk 22:7-13)
I find it no mere coincidence, that Jesus sent Peter and John, to prepare for the
Passover meal. It was Peter later, who had denied knowing Jesus three times, and Jesus
asks him three times, if he loves Him. When Jesus asks Peter to follow Him he agrees
and does so. Whilst walking away with Jesus, Peter notices John, following them both.
The Book of Acts starts with the disciples preparing for, and then receiving the Holy
Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. Peter preaches a sermon to the large crowd that gathers
and three thousand people are saved on that day. John is the disciple who remained to
the end, to write the Book of Revelation. Today we are living in a spiritual Egypt, and this
is the time for Passover preparation. The Passover Lamb, Jesus the Son of God, is slain,
and Peter and John have prepared the meal; the written Word is all that we need to
know, to be saved from the Judgement Day of our Lord to come. We have received the
authority, the command, and the Holy Spirit, so now it is time to act.
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