Focus

People say a picture is worth a 1000 words, scripture helps us build a mental
image of our Lord. To those who do not study the Bible, the text must seem just
like Isaiah says; “Precept upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line,
line upon line, here a little, there a little.” But I have discovered, the more I
read, the more I remember; and as the texts become more familiar, one notices
verses in the different books, which are saying the same thing different ways.
By reading the verses on a specific topic together, the fuller picture emerges with
more clarity. Repeated readings of scripture, are like using a telescope or
binoculars, as one zooms into the scene, more and more details are revealed.

Thorns
Thorns were identified as a produce of Sin from the Beginning, after Adam and
Eve had sinned.

Then to Adam He said, "Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and
have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat of
it’: Cursed is the ground for your sake; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of
your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, and you shall eat the
herb of the field. In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to
the ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust you shall
return.” (Gen 3:17-19)

"You shall inherit according to the tribes of your fathers. But if you do not drive
out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then it shall be that those whom
you let remain shall be irritants in your eyes and thorns in your sides, and they
shall harass you in the land where you dwell. Moreover it shall be that I will do to
you as I thought to do to them.” (Num 33:54-56)

"Therefore take careful heed to yourselves, that you love the Lord your God.
Or else, if indeed you do go back, and cling to the remnant of these nations -
these that remain among you - and make marriages with them, and go in to
them and they you, know for certain that the Lord your God will no longer drive
out these nations from before you. But they shall be snares and traps to you, and
scourges on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from this good
land which the Lord your God has given you.” (Jos 23:11-13)

Then the Angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said:

"I led you up from Egypt and brought you to the land of which I swore to your
fathers; and I said, 'I will never break My covenant with you. And you shall make
no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall tear down their altars.’
But you have not obeyed My voice. Why have you done this? Therefore I also
said, 'I will not drive them out before you; but they shall be thorns in your side,
and their gods shall be a snare to you.” ” So it was, when the Angel of the Lord
spoke these words to all the children of Israel, that the people lifted up their
voices and wept. (Jud 2:1-4)

So Gideon said, “For this cause, when the Lord has delivered Zebah and
Zalmunna into my hand, then I will tear your flesh with the thorns of the
wilderness and with briers!” (Jud 8:7)

Then he came to the men of Succoth and said, “"Here are Zebah and Zalmunna,
about whom you ridiculed me, saying, 'Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna
now in your hand, that we should give bread to your weary men?’” And he took
the elders of the city, and thorns of the wilderness and briers, and with them he




taught the men of Succoth. Then he tore down the tower of Penuel and killed the
men of the city. (Jud 8:15-17)

"They have sowed wheat but reaped thorns; they have put themselves to pain
but do not profit. But be ashamed of your harvest because of the fierce anger of
the Lord.” (Jer 12:13)

The Rod and the Serpent

So the Lord God said to the serpent: "Because you have done this, you are
cursed more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on your belly
you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; he shall
bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.” (Gen 3:14-15)

Then Moses answered and said, "But suppose they will not believe me or listen to
my voice; suppose they say, 'The Lord has not appeared to you.” ” So the Lord
said to him, “"What is that in your hand?” He said, "A rod.” And He said, "Cast it
on the ground.” So he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses
fled from it. Then the Lord said to Moses, "Reach out your hand and take it by the
tail” (and he reached out his hand and caught it, and it became a rod in his
hand), that they may believe that the Lord God of their fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.”

(Exo 4:1-5)

Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; and the soul of the people became very discouraged on the
way. And the people spoke against God and against Moses: "Why have you
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread.” So the Lord sent fiery serpents
among the people, and they bit the people; and many of the people of Israel
died. Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, “"We have sinned, for we
have spoken against the Lord and against you, pray to the Lord that He take
away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. Then the Lord said
to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that
everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live.” So Moses made a bronze
serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when
he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived. (Num 21:4-9)

"He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of His
Kingdom forever. I will be His Father, and He shall be My Son. If He commits
iniquity, I will chasten Him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of
men.” (2Sa 7:13-14)

"He shall cry to Me, 'You are My Father, My God, and the Rock of My Salvation.’
Also I will make Him My Firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. My mercy
I will keep for Him forever, and My covenant shall stand firm with Him. His seed
also I will make to endure forever, and His throne as the days of heaven. If His
sons forsake My law and do not walk in My judgments, if they break My statutes
and do not keep My commandments, then I will punish their transgression with
the rod, and their iniquity with stripes.” (Psa 89:26-32)

The Transfer of Sin

Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, "Speak to the children of Israel, saying:
‘If a person sins unintentionally against any of the commandments of the Lord in
anything which ought not to be done, and does any of them, if the anointed priest
sins, bringing guilt on the people, then let him offer to the Lord for his sin which
he has sinned a young bull without blemish as a sin offering. He shall bring the




bull to the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the Lord, lay his hand on the
bull’s head, and kill the bull before the Lord.”” (Lev 4:1-4)

" 'Now if the whole congregation of Israel sins unintentionally, and the thing is
hidden from the eyes of the assembly, and they have done something against any
of the commandments of the Lord in anything which should not be done, and are
guilty; when the sin which they have committed becomes known, then the
assembly shall offer a young bull for the sin, and bring it before the tabernacle of
meeting. And the elders of the congregation shall lay their hands on the head of
the bull before the Lord. Then the bull shall be killed before the Lord.” ”

(Lev 4:13-15)

" 'When a ruler has sinned, and done something unintentionally against any of
the commandments of the Lord his God in anything which should not be done,
and is guilty, or if his sin which he has committed comes to his knowledge, he
shall bring as his offering a kid of the goats, a male without blemish. And he shall
lay his hand on the head of the goat, and kill it at the place where they kill the
burnt offering before the Lord. It is a sin offering.” ” (Lev 4:22-24)

" 'If anyone of the common people sins unintentionally by doing something
against any of the commandments of the Lord in anything which ought not to be
done, and is guilty, or if his sin which he has committed comes to his knowledge,
he shall bring as his offering a kid of the goats, a female without blemish, for his
sin which he has committed. And he shall lay his hand on the head of the sin
offering, and kill the sin offering at the place of the burnt offering.” ”

(Lev 4:27-29)

" 'If he brings a lamb as his sin offering, he shall bring a female without blemish.
Then he shall lay his hand on the head of the sin offering, and kill it as a sin
offering at the place where they kill the burnt offering.” ” (Lev 4:32-33)

Notice that in all these verses, the sins of the offenders, were transferred to the
head of the sacrifice, before it was killed.

"You shall also make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it, like the engraving of
a signet: HOLINESS TO THE LORD. And you shall put it on a blue cord, that it
may be on the turban; it shall be on the front of the turban. So it shall be on
Aaron’s forehead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things which the
children of Israel hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall always be on his
forehead, that they may be accepted before the Lord.” (Exo 28:36-38)

"And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy Place, the tabernacle of
meeting, and the altar, he shall bring the live goat. Aaron shall lay both his hands
on the head of the live goat, confess over it all the iniquities of the children of
Israel, and all their transgressions, concerning all their sins, putting them on the
head of the goat, and shall send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a
suitable man. The goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to an uninhabited
land; and he shall release the goat in the wilderness.” (Lev 16:20-22)

"Then the Levites shall lay their hands on the heads of the young bulls, and you
shall offer one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering to the Lord, to
make atonement for the Levites.” (Num 8:12)

Hang them high!

When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said to Joseph,
"I also was in my dream, and there were three white baskets on my head. In the
uppermost basket were all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, and the birds ate




them out of the basket on my head.” So Joseph answered and said, "This is the
interpretation of it: The three baskets are three days. Within three days Pharaoh
will lift off your head from you and hang you on a tree; and the birds will eat your
flesh from you.” Now it came to pass on the third day, which was Pharaoh’s
birthday, that he made a feast for all his servants; and he lifted up the head of
the chief butler and of the chief baker among his servants. Then he restored the
chief butler to his butlership again, and he placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand. But
he hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted to them. (Gen 40:16-22)

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Take all the leaders of the people and hang the
offenders before the Lord, out in the sun, that the fierce anger of the Lord may
turn away from Israel.” (Num 25:4)

So Joshua burned Ai and made it a heap forever, a desolation to this day. And the
king of Ai he hanged on a tree until evening. And as soon as the sun was down,
Joshua commanded that they should take his corpse down from the tree, cast it
at the entrance of the gate of the city, and raise over it a great heap of stones
that remains to this day. (Jos 8:28-29)

Then Joshua said, "Open the mouth of the cave, and bring out those five kings to
me from the cave.” And they did so, and brought out those five kings to him
from the cave: the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth,
the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. So it was, when they brought out
those kings to Joshua, that Joshua called for all the men of Israel, and said to the
captains of the men of war who went with him, "Come near, put your feet on the
necks of these kings.” And they drew near and put their feet on their necks. Then
Joshua said to them, "Do not be afraid, nor be dismayed; be strong and of good
courage, for thus the Lord will do to all your enemies against whom you fight.”
And afterward Joshua struck them and killed them, and hanged them on five
trees,; and they were hanging on the trees until evening. So it was at the time of
the going down of the sun that Joshua commanded, and they took them down
from the trees, cast them into the cave where they had been hidden, and laid
large stones against the cave’s mouth, which remain until this very day.

(Jos 10:22-27)

What is a Day?

The Jews count the days from sunset till sunset. This is because there was
darkness before there was light: God called the light Day, and the darkness He
called Night. So the evening and the morning were the first day. (Gen 1:5)

Passover

Now the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying,

"This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the
year to you. Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: 'On the tenth of this
month every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the house of his
father, a lamb for a household. And if the household is too small for the lamb, let
him and his neighbor next to his house take it according to the number of the
persons; according to each man’s need you shall make your count for the lamb.
Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it from
the sheep or from the goats. Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the
same month. Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at
twilight. And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts
and on the lintel of the houses where they eat it. Then they shall eat the flesh on
that night; roasted in fire, with unleavened bread and with bitter herbs they shall
eat it. Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roasted in fire - its head
with its legs and its entrails. You shall let none of it remain until morning, and
what remains of it until morning you shall burn with fire. And thus you shall eat




it: with a belt on your waist, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your
hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord’s Passover. For I will pass through
the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute
judgment: I AM the Lord. Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses
where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague
shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. So this day
shall be to you a memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord
throughout your generations. You shall keep it as a feast by an everlasting
ordinance. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall
remove leaven from your houses. For whoever eats leavened bread from the first
day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut off from Israel. On the first
day there shall be a holy convocation, and on the seventh day there shall be a
holy convocation for you. No manner of work shall be done on them; but that
which everyone must eat — that only may be prepared by you. So you shall
observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this same day I will have brought
your armies out of the land of Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this day
throughout your generations as an everlasting ordinance. In the first month, on
the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread, until
the twenty-first day of the month at evening. For seven days no leaven shall be
found in your houses, since whoever eats what is leavened, that same person
shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he is a stranger or a
native of the land. You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your dwellings you shall
eat unleavened bread.” ” (Exo 12:1-20)

The Wicked Plot

Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, that He said to
His disciples, “You know that after two days is the Passover, and the Son of Man
will be delivered up to be crucified.” Then the chief priests, the scribes, and the
elders of the people assembled at the palace of the high priest, who was called
Caiaphas, and plotted to take Jesus by trickery and kill Him. But they said,
"Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people.” (Mat 26:1-5)

After two days it was the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the
chief priests and the scribes sought how they might take Him by trickery and put
Him to death. But they said, "Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar of the
people.” (Mar 14:1-2)

Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called Passover. And the
chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill Him, for they feared the
people. (Luk 22:1-2)

The day before Passover — The day before ‘The Day of Preparation’

Now on the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to
Jesus, saying to Him, “Where do You want us to prepare for You to eat the
Passover?” And He said, "Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him,
'The Teacher says, "My time is at hand; I will keep the Passover at your house
with My disciples.” 7 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they
prepared the Passover. (Mat 26:17-19)

Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they killed the Passover lamb,
His disciples said to Him, "Where do You want us to go and prepare, that You may
eat the Passover?” (Mar 14:12)

Then came the day of unleavened bread when the Passover must be killed. And
He sent Peter and John, saying, “"Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we
may eat.” (Luk 22:7-8)




The evening before ‘Preparation Day’ — Jesus celebrated Passover a day early!
When the hour had come, He sat down, and the twelve apostles with Him. Then
He said to them, "With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you
before I suffer; for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the
kingdom of God.” (Luk 22:14-16)

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come
that He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who
were in the world, He loved them to the end. And supper being ended, the devil
having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him,
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He
had come from God and was going to God, rose from supper and laid aside His
garments, took a towel and girded Himself. After that, He poured water into a
basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with
which He was girded. Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him,
"Lord, are You washing my feet?” Jesus answered and said to him, "What I am
doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this.” (Joh 13:1-7)

Preparation Day

Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning.
But they themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled,
but that they might eat the Passover. (Joh 18:28)

Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this
world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but
now My kingdom is not from here.” Pilate therefore said to Him, “"Are You a king
then?” Jesus answered, "You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was
born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to
the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” Pilate said to Him,
"What is truth?” And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and
said to them, "I find no fault in Him at all. But you have a custom that I should
release someone to you at the Passover. Do you therefore want me to release to
you the King of the Jews?” Then they all cried again, saying, “Not this Man, but
Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber. (Joh 18:36-40)

Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth hour. And he
said to the Jews, "Behold your King!” But they cried out, "Away with Him, away
with Him! Crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “"Shall I crucify your King?” The
chief priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar!” Then he delivered Him to
them to be crucified. Then they took Jesus and led Him away. (Joh 19:14-16)

Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain
on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked
Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then
the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who was
crucified with Him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already
dead, they did not break His legs. But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a
spear, and immediately blood and water came out. And he who has seen has
testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so
that you may believe. For these things were done that the Scripture should be
fulfilled, "Not one of His bones shall be broken.” And again another Scripture
says, "They shall look on Him whom they pierced.” (Joh 19:31-37)

After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of
the Jews, asked Pilate that he may take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate gave
him permission. So he came and took the body of Jesus. And Nicodemus, who at
first came to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes,




about a hundred pounds. Then they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in strips
of linen with the spices, as the custom of the Jews is to bury. Now in the place
where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in
which no one had yet been laid. So there they laid Jesus, because of the Jews’
Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby. (Joh 19:38-42)

Now when evening had come, because it was the Preparation Day, that is, the
day before the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent council member, who
was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, coming and taking courage, went in
to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate marvelled that He was already
dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him if He had been dead for some
time. So when he found out from the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph.
Then he brought fine linen, took Him down, and wrapped Him in the linen. And he
laid Him in a tomb which had been hewn out of the rock, and rolled a stone
against the door of the tomb. And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses
observed where He was laid. (Mar 15:42-47)

Now behold, there was a man named Joseph, a council member, a good and just
man. He had not consented to their decision and deed. He was from Arimathea, a
city of the Jews, who himself was also waiting for the kingdom of God. This man
went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down, wrapped it
in linen, and laid it in a tomb that was hewn out of the rock, where no one had
ever lain before. That day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near. And
the women who had come with Him from Galilee followed after, and they
observed the tomb and how His body was laid. Then they returned and prepared
spices and fragrant oils. And they rested on the Sabbath according to the
commandment. (Luk 23:50-56)

The Sabbath Day - The 1% day of the 7 Day Feast of Unleavened Bread

On the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chief priests and
Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, saying, “Sir, we remember, while He
was still alive, how that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise.”
Therefore command that the tomb be made secure until the third day, lest His
disciples come by night and steal Him away, and say to the people, 'He has risen
from the dead.” So the last deception will be worse than the first.” Pilate said to
them, "You have a guard; go your way, make it as secure as you know how.”
So they went and made the tomb secure, sealing the stone and setting the guard.
(Mat 27:62-66)

Crown of Thorns

Then the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, and
said to him, “"Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways.
Now make us a king to judge us like all nations.” But this thing displeased
Samuel when they said, “"Give us a king to judge us.” So Samuel prayed to the
Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel, "Heed the voice of the people in all that they
say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I
should not reign over them.” (1Sa 8:4-7)

When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather that a tumult was
rising, he took water and washed his hands before the multitude, saying,
"I am innocent of the blood of this just Person. You see to it.”

And all the people answered and said, "His blood be on us and on our children.”
Then he released Barabbas to them; and when he had scourged Jesus, he
delivered Him to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into
the Praetorium and gathered the whole garrison around Him. And they stripped
Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. When they had twisted a crown of thorns,
they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And they bowed the knee




before Him and mocked Him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!” Then they spat on
Him, and took the reed and struck Him on the head. And when they had mocked
Him, they took the robe off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him away
to be crucified. (Mat 27:24-31)

Then the soldiers led Him away into the hall called Praetorium, and they called
together the whole garrison. And they clothed Him with purple; and they twisted
a crown of thorns, put it on His head, and began to salute Him, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” Then they struck Him on the head with a reed and spat on Him; and
bowing the knee, they worshipped Him. And when they had mocked Him, they
took the purple off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify
Him. (Mar 15:16-20)

So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him. And the soldiers twisted a crown of
thorns and put it on His head, and they put on Him a purple robe. Then they said,
"Hail, King of the Jews!” And they struck Him with their hands. Pilate then went
out again, and said to them, "Behold, I am bringing Him out to you, that you may
know that I find no fault in Him.” Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of
thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, "Behold the Man!"
Therefore, when the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying,
“"Crucify Him, crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “You take Him and crucify Him,
for I find no fault in Him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and
according to our law He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God.”
(Joh 19:1-7)

But I want you to know that the head of every man is Christ, the head of woman
is man, and the head of Christ is God. (1Co 11:3)

For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He
is the Saviour of the body. (Eph 5:23)

For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you,
and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and
spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him,
being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and
long suffering with joy,; giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has delivered us from
the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,
in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. He is the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things
were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created
through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things
consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.

(Col 1:9-18)

For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. (1Co 5:7)
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