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Prime Figs

Whoever keeps the fig tree will eat its fruit; so he who waits on his master will be
honoured.  (Pro 27:18)

The Lord showed me, and there were two baskets of figs set before the temple of
the Lord, after Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive
Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and the princes of Judah with the
craftsmen and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought them to Babylon. One
basket had very good figs, like the figs that are first ripe; and the other basket
had very bad figs which could not be eaten, they were so bad. Then the Lord said
to me, “What do you see, Jeremiah?”  And I said, “Figs, the good figs, very good;
and the bad, very bad, which cannot be eaten, they are so bad.”  Again the word
of the Lord came to me, saying, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel:
‘Like these good figs, so will I acknowledge those who are carried away captive
from Judah, whom I have sent out of this place for their own good, into the land
of the Chaldeans. For I will set My eyes on them for good, and I will bring them
back to this land; I will build them and not pull them down, and I will plant them
and not pluck them up. Then I will give them a heart to know Me, that I AM the
Lord; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God, for they shall return to
Me with their whole heart. And as the bad figs which cannot be eaten, they are so
bad’ - surely thus says the Lord – ‘so will I give up Zedekiah the king of Judah,
his princes, the residue of Jerusalem who remain in this land, and those who
dwell in the land of Egypt. I will deliver them to trouble into all the kingdoms of
the earth, for their harm, to be a reproach and a byword, a taunt and a curse, in
all places where I shall drive them. And I will send the sword, the famine, and the
pestilence among them, till they are consumed from the land that I gave to them
and their fathers.’ ”  (Jer 24:1-10)

For thus says the Lord: “After seventy years are completed at Babylon, I will visit
you and perform My good word toward you, and cause you to return to this place.
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace
and not evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and go
and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when
you search for Me with all your heart. I will be found by you, says the Lord, and I
will bring you back from your captivity; I will gather you from all the nations and
from all the places where I have driven you, says the Lord, and I will bring you to
the place from which I cause you to be carried away captive.”

Because you have said, “The Lord has raised up prophets for us in Babylon” –
therefore thus says the Lord concerning the king who sits on the throne of David,
concerning all the people who dwell in this city, and concerning your brethren
who have not gone out with you into captivity – thus says the Lord of hosts:
“Behold, I will send on them the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, and will
make them like rotten figs that cannot be eaten, they are so bad. And I will
pursue them with the sword, with famine, and with the pestilence; and I will
deliver them to trouble among all the kingdoms of the earth – to be a curse, an
astonishment, a hissing, and a reproach among all the nations where I have
driven them, because they have not heeded My words,”  says the Lord, “which
I sent to them by My servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them;
neither would you heed,”  says the Lord.  (Jer 29:10-19)

“I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as the firstfruits
on the fig tree in its first season. But they went to Baal Peor, and separated
themselves to that shame; they became an abomination like the thing they
loved.”  (Hos 9:10 -> Num 25:5)
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Awake, you drunkards, and weep; and wail, all you drinkers of wine, because of
the new wine, for it has been cut off from your mouth. For a nation has come up
against My land, strong, and without number; his teeth are the teeth of a lion,
and he has the fangs of a fierce lion. He has laid waste My vine, and ruined my fig
tree; he has stripped it bare and thrown it away; its branches are made white.
(Joe 1:5-7)

“I blasted you with blight and mildew. When your gardens increased, your
vineyards, your fig trees, and your olive trees, the locust devoured them; yet you
have not returned to Me,”  says the Lord.  (Amo 4:9)

Now in the morning, as He returned to the city, He was hungry. And seeing a fig
tree by the road, He came to it and found nothing on it but leaves, and said to it,
“Let no fruit grow on you ever again.”  Immediately the fig tree withered away.
And when the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree wither
away so soon?”  So Jesus answered and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you,
if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig
tree, but also if you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’
it will be done. And whatever things you ask in prayer believing, you will receive.”
(Mat 21:18-22 & Mar 11:12-14,20-24)

“For a good tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit.
For ever tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns,
nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush. A good man out of the good
treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure
of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth
speaks. But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say?”
(Luk 6:43-46)

He also spoke this parable: “A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard,
and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. Then he said to the keeper of his
vineyard, ‘Look, for three years I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find
none. Cut it down; why does it use up the ground?’  But he answered and said to
him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it. And if it
bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you can cut it down.’ ”  (Luk 13:6-9)

The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He found Philip and said to
him, “Follow Me.”  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.
Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in
the law, and also the prophets, wrote – Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
And Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  Philip
said to him, “Come and see.”  Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said
of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!”  Nathanael said to
Him, “How do You know me?”  Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip
called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”  Nathanael answered
and said to Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”
Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig
tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than these.”  And He said to
him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”  (Joh 1:43-51)

From these scriptures, we can see that the Lord gathers the righteous from
amongst the unrighteous, before a judgement falls. They are compared to the
good fruits of a fig tree, which are highly priced, and are gathered in first.
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