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Far-sighted

In photography, the goal is to produce an image which is as true to the scene as
possible. The problem is that whereas one can look around a scene, adjusting
one’s focus to the different places, the camera can only focus on one point.
However, on either side of the point of focus, to the front and behind, there is a
distance which is also in focus. This is called the depth of field.

To achieve the greatest depth of field, the aperture, which controls the light
entering the camera, has to be as small as possible. Unfortunately the smaller the
aperture, the longer the exposure period has to be, to allow enough light in to
produce a clear image. So it is a balance between sufficient light, and good depth
of field. One can also increase the exposure period, but when the objects move
faster than the exposure period, the image will blur.

Understanding the Bible is like photography. To establish a clear image in one’s
mind; one needs to examine each point carefully, use plenty of light, have long
exposure periods and create a good depth of field. One achieves this by spending
quality time, reading everything Scripture has to offer. Reading just a few verses,
gives one a narrow depth of field to work with, which can easily result in errors of
misunderstanding. There is no substitute for time spent studying God’s Word.
Note how the following account moves through time and is described over
multiple books, the past setting the tone, for the present and the future.

The Lord promised Abraham.
“Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a
good old age. But in the fourth generation they {Abraham’s descendants}
shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”

On the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your
descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river,
the River Euphrates – the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites,
the Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites,
and the Jebusites.”  (Gen 15:15-16,18-21)

Moses told the people of Israel.
“When the Lord your God brings you into the land which you go to possess, and
has cast out many nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the
Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites,
seven nations greater and mightier than you, and when the Lord your God
delivers them over to you, you shall conquer them and utterly destroy them. You
shall make no covenant with them nor show mercy to them. Nor shall you make
marriages with them. You shall not give your daughter to their son, nor take their
daughter for your son. For they will turn your sons away from following Me,
to serve other gods; so the anger of the Lord will be aroused against you and
destroy you suddenly. But thus you shall deal with them: you shall destroy their
altars, and break down their sacred pillars, and cut down their wooden images,
and burn their carved images with fire.”

“For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen
you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on the
face of the earth. The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because
you were more in number than any other people, for you were the least of all
peoples; but because the Lord loves you, and because He would keep the oath
which He swore to your fathers, the Lord has brought you out with a mighty
hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh
king of Egypt.”
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“Therefore know that the Lord your God, He is God, the faithful God who keeps
covenant and mercy for a thousand generations with those who love Him and
keep His commandments; and He repays those who hate Him to their face,
to destroy them. He will not be slack with him who hates Him; He will repay him
to his face. Therefore you shall keep the commandment, the statutes, and the
judgments which I command you today, to observe them.”

“Then it shall come to pass, because you listen to these judgments, and keep and
do them, that the Lord your God will keep with you the covenant and the mercy
which He swore to your fathers. And He will love you and bless you and multiply
you; He will also bless the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your land,
your grain and your new wine and your oil, the increase of your cattle and the
offspring of your flock, in the land of which He swore to your fathers to give you.
You shall be blessed above all peoples; there shall not be a male or female barren
among you or among your livestock. And the Lord will take away from you all
sickness, and will afflict you with none of the terrible diseases of Egypt which you
have known, but will lay them on all those who hate you.”

“Also you shall destroy all the peoples whom the Lord your God delivers over to
you; your eye shall have no pity on them; nor shall you serve their gods, for that
will be a snare to you. If you should say in your heart, ‘These nations are greater
than I; how can I dispossess them?’ – you shall not be afraid of them, but you
shall remember well what the Lord your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt:
the great trials which your eyes saw, the signs and the wonders, the mighty hand
and the outstretched arm, by which the Lord your God brought you out. So shall
the Lord your God do to all the peoples of whom you are afraid. Moreover the
Lord your God will send the hornet among them until those who are left, who hide
themselves from you, are destroyed. You shall not be terrified of them; for the
Lord your God, the great and awesome God, is among you. And the Lord your
God will drive out those nations before you little by little; you will be unable to
destroy them at once, lest the beasts of the field become too numerous for you.
But the Lord your God will deliver them over to you, and will inflict defeat upon
them until they are destroyed. And He will deliver their kings into your hand, and
you will destroy their name from under heaven; no one shall be able to stand
against you until you have destroyed them. You shall burn the carved images of
their gods with fire; you shall not covet the silver or gold that is on them, nor
take it for yourselves, lest you be snared by it; for it is an abomination to the
Lord your God. Nor shall you bring an abomination into your house, lest you be
doomed to destruction like it. You shall utterly detest it and utterly abhor it, for it
is an accursed thing.”  (Deu 7:1-26)

“When you go near a city to fight against it, then proclaim an offer of peace to it.
And it shall be that if they accept your offer of peace, and open to you, then all
the people who are found in it shall be placed under tribute to you, and serve
you. Now if the city will not make peace with you, but war against you, then you
shall besiege it. And when the Lord your God delivers it into your hands, you shall
strike every male in it with the edge of the sword. But the women, the little ones,
the livestock, and all that is in the city, all its spoil, you shall plunder for yourself;
and you shall eat the enemies’ plunder which the Lord your God gives you. Thus
you shall do to all the cities which are very far from you, which are not of the
cities of these nations. But of the cities of these peoples which the Lord your God
gives you as an inheritance, you shall let nothing that breathes remain alive,
but you shall utterly destroy them: the Hittite and the Amorite and the Canaanite
and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, just as the Lord your God has
commanded you, lest they teach you to do according to all their abominations
which they have done for their gods, and you sin against the Lord your God.”
(Deu 20:10-18)
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Joshua is tricked into making a covenant with the Gibeonites.
And it came to pass when all the kings who were on this side of the Jordan, in the
hills and in the lowland and in all the coasts of the Great Sea toward Lebanon –
the Hittite, the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite
– heard about it, that they gathered together to fight with Joshua and Israel with
one accord. But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to
Jericho and Ai, they worked craftily, and went and pretended to be ambassadors.
And they took old sacks on their donkeys, old wineskins torn and mended, old
and patched sandals on their feet, and old garments on themselves; and all the
bread of their provision was dry and moldy. And they went to Joshua, to the
camp at Gilgal, and said to him and to the men of Israel, “We have come from a
far country; now therefore, make a covenant with us.”

Then the men of Israel said to the Hivites, “Perhaps you dwell among us; so how
can we make a covenant with you?”  But they said to Joshua, “We are your
servants.”  And Joshua said to them, “Who are you, and where do you come
from?”  So they said to him: “From a very far country your servants have come,
because of the name of the Lord your God; for we have heard of His fame, and all
that He did in Egypt, and all that He did to the two kings of the Amorites who
were beyond the Jordan – to Sihon king of Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan, who
was at Ashtaroth. Therefore our elders and all the inhabitants of our country
spoke to us, saying, ‘Take provisions with you for the journey, and go to meet
them, and say to them, “We are your servants; now therefore make a covenant
with us.” ’  This bread of ours we took hot for our provision from our houses on
the day we departed to come to you. But now look, it is dry and moldy. And these
wineskins which we filled were new, and see, they are torn; and these our
garments and our sandals have become old because of the very long journey.”

Then the men of Israel took some of their provisions; but they did not ask
counsel of the Lord. So Joshua made peace with them, and made a covenant with
them to let them live; and the rulers of the congregation swore to them. And it
happened at the end of three days, after they had made a covenant with them,
that they heard that they were their neighbors who dwelt near them. Then the
children of Israel journeyed and came to their cities on the third day. Now their
cities were Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kirjath Jearim. But the children of
Israel did not attack them, because the rulers of the congregation had sworn to
them by the Lord God of Israel. And all the congregation complained against the
rulers. Then all the rulers said to all the congregation, “We have sworn to them
by the Lord God of Israel; now therefore, we may not touch them. This we will do
to them: We will let them live, lest wrath be upon us because of the oath which
we sworn to them.”

And the rulers said to them, “Let them live, but let them be woodcutters and
water carriers for all the congregation, as the rulers had promised them.”
Then Joshua called for them, and he spoke to them, saying, “Why have you
deceived us, saying, ‘We are very far from you,’  when you dwell near us?
Now therefore, you are cursed, and none of you shall be freed from being slaves
– woodcutters and water carriers for the house of my God.”  So they answered
Joshua and said, “Because your servants were clearly told that the Lord your God
commanded His servant Moses to give you all the land, and to destroy all the
inhabitants of the land from before you; therefore we were very much afraid for
our lives because of you, and have done this thing. And now, here we are, in your
hands; do with us as it seems good and right to do to us.”  So he did to them,
and delivered them out of the hand of the children of Israel, so that they did not
kill them. And that day Joshua made them woodcutters and water carriers for the
congregation and for the altar of the Lord, in the place which He would choose,
even to this day.  (Jos 9:1-27)
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Joshua defends his servants, the Gibeonites, against the Amorites.
Now it came to pass when Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard how Joshua had
taken Ai and had utterly destroyed it – as he had done to Jericho and its king,
so he had done to Ai and its king – and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made
peace with Israel and were among them, that they feared greatly, because
Gibeon was a great city, like one of the royal cities, and because it was greater
than Ai, and all its men were mighty. Therefore Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem
sent to Hoham king of Hebron, Piram king of Jarmuth, Japhia king of Lachish,
and Debir king of Eglon, saying, “Come up to me and help me, that we may
attack Gibeon, for it has made peace with Joshua and with the children of Israel.”

Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of
Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, gathered
together and went up, they and all their armies, and camped before Gibeon and
made war against it. And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp at Gilgal,
saying, “Do not forsake your servants; come up to us quickly, save us and
help us, for all the kings of the Amorites who dwell in the mountains have
gathered together against us.”

So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him, and all
the mighty men of valor. And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for
I have delivered them into your hand; not a man of them shall stand before you.”
Joshua therefore came upon them suddenly, having marched all night from Gilgal.
So the Lord routed them before Israel, killed them with a great slaughter at
Gibeon, chased them along the road that goes to Beth Horon, and struck them
down as far as Azekah and Makkedah. And it happened, as they fled before Israel
and were on the descent of Beth Horon, that the Lord cast down large hailstones
from heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they died. There were more who died
from the hailstones than the children of Israel killed with the sword.

Then Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the Lord delivered up the
Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel:

“Sun, stand still over Gibeon; and Moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.”
So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, till the people
had revenge upon their enemies.

Is this not written in the Book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst
of heaven, and did not hasten to go down for about a whole day. And there has
been no day like that, before it or after it, that the Lord heeded the voice of a
man; for the Lord fought for Israel. Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him,
to the camp at Gilgal.  (Jos 10:1-15)

The Amorite kings are executed.
But these five kings had fled and hidden themselves in a cave at Makkedah. And
it was told Joshua, saying, “The five kings have been found hidden in the cave at
Makkedah.”   So Joshua said, “Roll large stones against the mouth of the cave,
and set men by it to guard them. And do not stay there yourselves, but pursue
your enemies, and attack their rear guard. Do not allow them to enter their cities,
for the Lord your God has delivered them into your hand.”

Then it happened, while Joshua and the children of Israel made an end of slaying
them with a very great slaughter, till they had finished, that those who escaped
entered fortified cities. And all the people returned to the camp, to Joshua at
Makkedah, in peace. No one moved his tongue against any of the children of
Israel.
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Then Joshua said, “Open the mouth of the cave, and bring out those five kings to
me from the cave.”  And they did so, and brought out those five kings to him
from the cave: the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth,
the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. So it was, when they brought out
those kings to Joshua, that Joshua called for all the men of Israel, and said to the
captains of the men of war who went with him, “Come near, put your feet on the
necks of these kings.”  And they drew near and put their feet on their necks. Then
Joshua said to them, “Do not be afraid, nor be dismayed; be strong and of good
courage, for thus the Lord will do to all your enemies against whom you fight.”

And afterward Joshua struck them and killed them, and hanged them on five
trees; and they were hanging on the trees until evening. So it was at the time of
the going down of the sun that Joshua commanded, and they took them down
from the trees, cast them into the cave where they had been hidden, and laid
large stones against the cave’s mouth, which remain until this very day.
(Jos 10:16-27)

The Lord speaks through Joshua.
“And I brought you into the land of the Amorites, who dwelt on the other side of
the Jordan, and they fought with you. But I gave them into your hand, that you
might possess their land, and I destroyed them from before you. Then Balak the
son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose to make war against Israel, and sent and
called Balaam the son of Beor to curse you. But I would not listen to Balaam;
therefore he continued to bless you. So I delivered you out of his hand. Then you
went over the Jordan and came to Jericho. And the men of Jericho fought against
you – also the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. But I delivered them into your hand.
I sent the hornet before you which drove them out from before you, also the two
kings of the Amorites, but not with your sword or with your bow. I have given you
a land for which you did not labor, and cities which you did not build, and you
dwell in them; you eat of the vineyards and olive groves which you did not plant.”
(Jos 24:8-13)

Israel and Judah at war.
Now Abner the son of Ner, and the servants of Ishbosheth the son of Saul, went
out from Mahanaim to Gibeon. And Joab the son of Zeruiah, and the servants of
David, went out and met them by the pool of Gibeon. So they sat down, one on
one side of the pool and the other on the other side of the pool. Then Abner said
to Joab, “Let the young men now arise and compete before us.”  And Joab said,
“Let them arise.”  So they arose and went over by number, twelve from
Benjamin, followers of Ishbosheth the son of Saul, and twelve from the servants
of David. And each one grasped his opponent by the head and thrust his sword in
his opponent’s side; so they fell down together. Therefore that place was called
The Field of Sharp Swords, which is in Gibeon. So there was a very fierce battle
that day, and Abner and the men of Israel were beaten before the servants of
David.  (2Sa 2:12-17)

David avenges the Gibeonites, Joshua’s covenant is everlasting.
Now there was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year; and
David inquired of the Lord. And the Lord answered, “It is because of Saul and his
bloodthirsty house, because he killed the Gibeonites.”

So the king called the Gibeonites and spoke to them. Now the Gibeonites were
not of the children of Israel, but of the remnant of the Amorites; the children of
Israel had sworn protection to them, but Saul had sought to kill them in his zeal
for the children of Israel and Judah.
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Therefore David said to the Gibeonites, “What shall I do for you?  And with what
shall I make atonement, that you may bless the inheritance of the Lord?”  And
the Gibeonites said to him, “We will have no silver or gold from Saul or from his
house, nor shall you kill any man in Israel for us.”  So he said, “Whatever you
say, I will do for you.”  Then they answered the king, “As for the man who
consumed us and plotted against us, that we should be destroyed from remaining
in any of the territories of Israel, let seven men of his descendants be delivered to
us, and we will hang them before the Lord in Gibeah of Saul, whom the Lord
chose.”  And the king said, “I will give them.”

But the king spared Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, because
of the Lord’s oath that was between them, between David and Jonathan the son
of Saul.

So the king took Armoni and Mephibosheth, the two sons of Rizpah the daughter
of Aiah, whom she bore to Saul, and the five sons of Michal the daughter of Saul,
whom she brought up for Adriel the son of Barzillai the Meholathite; and he
delivered them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them on the
hill before the Lord. So they fell, all seven together, and were put to death in the
days of harvest, in the first days, in the beginning of barley harvest.

Now Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth and spread it for herself on the
rock, from the beginning of harvest until the late rains poured on them from
heaven. And she did not allow the birds of the air to rest on them by day nor the
beasts of the field by night. And David was told what Rizpah the daughter of Aiah,
the concubine of Saul, had done. Then David went and took the bones of Saul,
and the bones of Jonathan his son, from the men of Jabesh Gilead who had stolen
them from the street of Beth Shan, where the Philistines had hung them up, after
the Philistines had struck down Saul in Gilboa.

So he brought up the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son from
there; and they gathered the bones of those who had been hanged. They buried
the bones of Saul and Jonathan his son in the country of Benjamin in Zelah,
in the tomb of Kish his father. So they performed all that the king commanded.
And after that God heeded the prayer for the land.  (2Sa 21:1-14)

King David’s song to the Lord.
“The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; the God of my strength,
in whom I will trust; my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and
my refuge; my Saviour, You save me from violence. I will call upon the Lord, who
is worthy to be praised; so shall I be saved from my enemies.”

“The Lord rewarded me according to my righteousness; according to the
cleanness of my hands He has recompensed me. For I have kept the ways of the
Lord, and have not wickedly departed from my God. For all His judgments were
before me; and as for His statutes, I did not depart from them. I was also
blameless before Him, and I kept myself from my iniquity. Therefore the Lord has
recompensed me according to my righteousness, according to my cleanness in
His eyes. With the merciful You will show Yourself merciful; with a blameless man
You will show Yourself blameless; with the pure You will show Yourself pure; and
with the devious You will show Yourself shrewd. You will save the humble people;
but Your eyes are on the haughty, that You may bring them down.”

“For You are my lamp, O Lord; the Lord shall enlighten my darkness. For by You
I can run against a troop; by my God I can leap over a wall. As for God, His way
is perfect; the Word of the Lord is proven; He is a shield to all who trust in Him.
For who is God, except the Lord?  And who is a rock, except our God?”
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“God is my strength and power, and He makes my way perfect. He makes my
feet like the feet of deer, and sets me on my high places. He teaches my hands to
make war, so that my arms can bend a bow of bronze.”

“You have also given me the shield of Your salvation; Your gentleness has made
me great. You enlarged my path under me; so my feet did not slip. I have
pursued my enemies and destroyed them; neither did I turn back again till they
were destroyed. And I have destroyed them and wounded them, so that they
could not rise; they have fallen under my feet. For You have armed me with
strength for the battle; You have subdued under me those who rose against me.
You have also given me the necks of my enemies, so that I destroyed those who
hated me.”

“The Lord lives!  Blessed be my Rock!  Let God be exalted, the Rock of my
salvation!  It is God who avenges me, and subdues the peoples under me;
He delivers me from my enemies. You also lift me up above those who rise
against me; You have delivered me from the violent man. Therefore I will give
thanks to You, O Lord, among the Gentiles, and sing praises to Your name.
He is the tower of salvation to His king, and shows mercy to His anointed,
to David and his descendants forevermore.”
(2Sa 22:2-4, 21-41, 47-51)

Now these are the last words of David.
Thus says David the son of Jesse; thus says the man raised up on high,
the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of Israel:

“The Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, and His word was on my tongue.
The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spoke to me:

‘He who rules over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God.
And he shall be like the light of the morning when the sun
rises, a morning without clouds, like the tender grass springing
out of the earth, by clear shining after rain.’

Although my house is not so with God, yet He has made with me an
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and secure. For this is all
my salvation and all my desire; will He not make it increase?

But the sons of rebellion shall all be as thorns thrust away, because
they cannot be taken with hands. But the man who touches them must
be armed with iron and the shaft of a spear, and they shall be utterly
burned with fire in their place.”
(2Sa 23:1-7)

For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, nor are they all children because they
are the seed of Abraham; but, "In Isaac your seed shall be called."  That is,
those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God;
but the children of the promise are counted as the seed.
(Rom 9:6-8)
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