Family

Now there was a certain man of Ramathaim Zophim, of the mountains of Ephraim, and his
name was Elkanah the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of
Zuph, and Ephraimite. And he had two wives: the name of one was Hannah, and the name
of the other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children. This man went
up from his city yearly to worship and sacrifice to the Lord of hosts in Shiloh. Also the
two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the Lord, were there. And whenever
the time came for Elkanah to make an offering, he would give portions to Peninnah his
wife and to all her sons and daughters. But to Hannah he would give a double portion, for
he loved Hannah, although the Lord had closed her womb. (1Sa 1:1-5)

So Hannah arose after they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh. Now Eli the
priest was sitting on the seat by the doorpost of the tabernacle of the Lord. And she
was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the Lord and wept in anguish. Then she made a
vow and said, "O Lord of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your
maidservant and remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your
maidservant a male child, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no
razor shall come upon his head.” (1Sa 1:9-11)

Then they rose early in the morning and worshipped before the Lord, and returned and
came to their house at Ramah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, and the Lord
remembered her. So it came to pass in the process of time that Hannah conceived and
bore a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, "Because I have asked for him from the
Lord." (15a 1:19-20)

So Elkanah her husband said fo her, "Do what seems best to you; wait until you have
weaned him. Only let the Lord establish His word." Then the woman stayed and nursed
her son until she had weaned him. Now when she had weaned him, she took him up with
her, with three bulls, one ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and brought him to the
house of the Lord in Shiloh. And the child was young. Then they slaughtered a bull, and
brought the child o Eli. And she said, "O my lord! As your soul lives, my lord, I am the
woman who stood by you here, praying to the Lord. For this child I prayed, and the Lord
has granted me my petition which I asked of Him. Therefore I also have lent him fo the
Lord; as long as he lives he shall be lent to the Lord.” So they worshipped the Lord
there. (1Sa 1:23-28)

But Samuel ministered before the Lord, even as a child, wearing a linen ephod. Moreover
his mother used to make him a little robe, and bring it to him year by year when she
came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. And Eli would bless Elkanah and
his wife, and say, "The Lord give you descendants from this woman for the loan that was
given to the Lord.” Then they would go to their own home. And the Lord visited Hannah,
so that she conceived and bore three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile the child
Samuel grew before the Lord. (1Sa 2:18-21)



Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
The virgin's name was Mary. And having come in, the angel said fo her, "Rejoice, highly
favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!" But when she saw him,
she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was. Then
the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God will
give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” Then Mary said to the angel, "How
can this be, since I do not know a man?” And the angel answered and said to her, "The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you;
therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God. Now
indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now
the sixth month for her who was called barren. For with God nothing will be impossible.”
Then Mary said, "Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your
word.” And the angel departed from her. (Luk 1:26-38)

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all
the world should be registered. This census first fook place while Quirinius was
governing Syria. So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. Joseph also went
up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered
with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. So it was, that while they were there,
the days were completed for her to be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn
Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was
no room for them in the inn. (Luk 2:1-7)

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then
Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting o make her a public example, was
minded fo put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy
Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will
save His people from their sins." So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child,
and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”
Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and
took to him his wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son.
And he called His name JESUS. (Mat 1:18-25)

While He was still talking to the multitudes, behold, His mother and brothers stood
outside, seeking to speak with Him. Then one said to Him, "Look, Your mother and Your
brothers are standing outside, seeking to speak with You." But He answered and said to
the one who told Him, "Who is My mother and who are My brothers?” And He stretched
out His hand toward His disciples and said, "Here are My mother and My brothers! For
whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.”
(Mat 12:46-50)



Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these parables, that He departed from
there. When He had come to His own country, He taught them in their synagogue, so
that they were astonished and said, "Where did this Man get this wisdom and these
mighty works? Is this not the carpenter’'s son? Is not His mother called Mary? And His
brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas? And His sisters, are they not all with us?
Where then did this Man get all these things?" So they were offended at Him. But
Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor except in his own country and in his
own house.” Now He did not do many mighty works there because of their unbelief.
(Mat 13:53-58)

After these things Jesus walked in Galilee; for He did not want to walk in Judea,
because the Jews sought to kill Him. Now the Jews' Feast of Tabernacles was at hand.
His brothers therefore said to Him, "Depart from here and go into Judea, that Your
disciples also may see the works that You are doing. For no one does anything in secret
while he himself seeks to be known openly. If You do these things, show Yourself o the
world." For even His brothers did not believe in Him. Then Jesus said to them, "My time
has not yet come, but your time is always ready. The world cannot hate you, but it hates
Me because T testify of it that its works are evil. You go up to this feast. I am not yet
going up to this feast, for My time has not yet fully come.” When He had said these
things to them, He remained in Galilee. (Joh 7:1-9)

Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, saying: “"The scribes and the
Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, that observe
and do, but do not do according to their works; for they say, and do not do. For they
bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves
will not move them with one of their fingers. But all their works they do to be seen by
men. They make their phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their garments.
They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, greetings in the
marketplaces, and to be called by men, ‘Rabbi, Rabbi." But you, do not be called 'Rabbi’;
for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren. Do not call anyone on
earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. And do not be called
teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ. But he who is greatest among you shall be
your servant. And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself
will be exalted.” (Mat 23:1-12)

"All your children shall be taught by the Lord, and great shall be the peace of your
children. In righteousness you shall be established; you shall be far from oppression, for
you shall not fear; and from terror, for it shall not come near you. No weapon formed
against you shall prosper, and every fongue which rises against you in judgment you shall
condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is
from Me," Says the Lord. (Isa 54:13-14,17)

And many women who followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering tfo Him, were there
looking on from afar, among whom were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and
Joses, and the mother of Zebedee's sons. (Mat 27:55-56)



For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And
if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according fo the promise.
Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not differ at all from a slave,
though he is master of all, but is under guardians and stewards until the time appointed
by the father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements
of the world. But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born
of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of
His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, Father!" Therefore you are no longer a
slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. (Gal 3:26-4:7)

Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be
tenderhearted, be courteous; not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on
the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a
blessing. (1Pe 3:8-9)

Summary

Hannah prayed to the Lord to open her womb and give her a male child, who she vowed to
dedicate to the service of the Lord. When the child was born she did exactly what she
had promised to do. After her firstborn, Samuel, became a servant in the temple, she
conceived and bore another three sons and two daughters. Hannah bore a total of six
children.

Elizabeth, John the Baptist's mother, was barren and well advanced in years, when she
conceived her son.

Mary was betrothed to Joseph and conceived by the Holy Spirit, while she was yet a
virgin. After Jesus was born, Joseph and Mary had another four sons and at least two
daughters of their own.

Jesus' own brothers did not believe He was the Son of God.

When we accept Jesus as the Son of God, and 'The Sacrifice' for our sins; we are
adopted into God's family and receive the Holy Spirit. We become one in Christ, and the
children of God. When we mature in faith and increase in the knowledge of God, we
become sons and heirs of the promises to Abraham. This adoption into God's family is
free and open to everyone, from any race or social standing.
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