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Playing the Harlot

Jezebel has fallen

Now when Jehu had come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she put paint on her
eyes and adorned her head, and looked through a window. Then, as Jehu entered
at the gate, she said, “Is it peace, Zimri, murderer of your master?”

And he looked up at the window, and said, “Who is on my side?  Who?”
So two or three eunuchs looked out at him. Then he said, “Throw her down.”
So they threw her down, and some of her blood spattered on the wall and on the
horses; and he trampled her underfoot.

And when he had gone in, he ate and drank. Then he said, “Go now, see to this
accursed woman, and bury her, for she was a king’s daughter.”

So they went to bury her, but they found no more of her than the skull and the
feet and the palms of her hands. Therefore they came back and told him. And he
said, “This is the word of the Lord, which He spoke by His servant Elijah the
Tishbite, saying, ‘On the plot of ground at Jezreel dogs shall eat the flesh of
Jezebel; and the corpse of Jezebel shall be as refuse on the surface of the field,
in the plot at Jezreel, so that they shall not say, “Here lies Jezebel.” ’ ”
(2Ki 9:30-37)

Then she who is My enemy will see, and shame will cover her who said to Me,
“Where is the Lord your God?”  My eyes will see her; now she will be trampled
down like mud in the streets.  (Mic 7:10)

Jerusalem

How the faithful city has become a harlot!  It was full of justice; righteousness
lodged in it, but now murderers. Your silver has become dross, your wine mixed
with water. Your princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves; everyone
loves bribes, and follows after rewards. They do not defend the fatherless, nor
does the cause of the widow come before them. Therefore the Lord says, the Lord
of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel, “Ah, I will rid Myself of My adversaries, and
take vengeance on My enemies. I will turn My hand against you, and thoroughly
purge away your dross, and take away all your alloy. I will restore your judges as
at the first, and your counselors as at the beginning. Afterward you shall be called
the city of righteousness, the faithful city.”  (Isa 1:21-26)

Tyre

Now it shall come to pass in that day that Tyre will be forgotten seventy years,
according to the days of one king. At the end of seventy years it will happen to
Tyre as in the song of the harlot: “Take a harp, go about the city, you forgotten
harlot; make sweet melody, sing many songs, that you may be remembered.”
And it shall be, at the end of seventy years, that the Lord will deal with Tyre.
She will return to her hire, and commit fornication with all the kingdoms of the
world on the face of the earth. Her gain and her pay will be set apart for the Lord;
it will not be treasured nor laid up, for her gain will be for those who dwell before
the Lord, to eat sufficiently, and for fine clothing.  (Isa 23:15-18)

“For of old I have broken your yoke and burst your bonds; and you said, ‘I will
not transgress,’ when on every high hill and under every green tree you lay
down, playing the harlot. Yet I had planted you a noble vine, a seed of highest
quality.
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How then have you turned before Me into the degenerate plant of an alien vine?
For though you wash yourself with lye, and use much soap, yet your iniquity is
marked before Me,”  says the Lord God. “How can you say, ‘I am not polluted,
I have not gone after the Baals’? ”  (Jer 2:20-23)

“O generation, see the word of the Lord!  Have I been a wilderness to Israel, or a
land of darkness?  Why do My people say, ‘We are lords; we will come no more to
You’?  Can a virgin forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire?  Yet My people
have forgotten Me days without number. Why do you beautify your way to seek
love?  Therefore you have also taught the wicked women your ways. Also on your
skirts is found the blood of the lives of the poor innocents. I have not found it by
secret search, but plainly on all these things. Yet you say, ‘Because I am
innocent, surely His anger shall turn from me.’  Behold, I will plead My case
against you, because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’  Why do you gad about so
much to change your way?  Also you shall be ashamed of Egypt as you were
ashamed of Assyria. Indeed you will go forth from him with your hands on your
head; for the Lord has rejected your trusted allies, and you will not prosper by
them.”  (Jer 2:31-37)

“They say, ‘If a man divorces his wife, and she goes from him and becomes
another man’s, may he return to her again?’  Would not that land be greatly
polluted? But you have played the harlot with many lovers; yet return to Me,”
says the Lord. “Lift up your eyes to the desolate heights and see: Where have
you not lain with men? By the road you have sat for them like an Arabian in the
wilderness; and you have polluted the land with your harlotries and your
wickedness. Therefore the showers have been withheld, and there has been no
latter rain. You have had a harlot’s forehead; you refuse to be ashamed. Will you
not from this time cry to Me, ‘My Father, You are the guide of my youth? Will He
remain angry forever?  Will He keep it to the end?’  Behold, you have spoken and
done evil things, as you were able.”  (Jer 3:1-5)

The Lord said also to me in the days of Josiah the king: “Have you seen what
backsliding Israel has done?  She has gone up on every high mountain and under
every green tree, and there played the harlot. And I said, after she had done all
these things, ‘Return to Me.’  But she did not return. And her treacherous sister
Judah saw it. Then I saw that for all the causes for which backsliding Israel had
committed adultery, I had put her away and given her a certificate of divorce;
yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but went and played the harlot also.
So it came to pass, through her casual harlotry, that she defiled the land and
committed adultery with stones and trees. And yet for all this her treacherous
sister Judah has not turned to Me with her whole heart, but in pretense,”  says
the Lord. Then the Lord said to me, “Backsliding Israel has shown herself more
righteous than treacherous Judah.”  (Jer 3:6-11)

For thus says the Lord: “The whole land shall be desolate; yet I will not make a
full end. For this shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above be black, because
I have spoken. I have purposed and will not relent, nor will I turn back from it.
The whole city shall flee from the noise of the horsemen and bowmen. They shall
go into thickets and climb up on the rocks. Every city shall be forsaken, and not a
man shall dwell in it. And when you are plundered, what will you do? Though you
clothe yourself with crimson, though you adorn yourself with ornaments of gold,
though you enlarge your eyes with paint, in vain you will make yourself fair; your
lovers will despise you; they will seek your life. For I have heard a voice as of a
woman in labor, the anguish as of her who brings forth her first child, the voice of
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the daughter of Zion bewailing herself; she spreads her hands, saying, ‘Woe is
me now, for my soul is weary because of murderers!’ ”  (Jer 4:27-31)

“How shall I pardon you for this?  Your children have forsaken Me and sworn by
those that are not gods. When I had fed them to the full, then they committed
adultery and assembled themselves by troops in the harlots’ houses.”  (Jer 5:7)

Again the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Son of man, cause Jerusalem to
know her abominations, and say, ‘Thus says the Lord God to Jerusalem:
“Your birth and your nativity are from the land of Canaan; your father was an
Amorite and your mother a Hittite. As for your nativity, on the day you were born
your navel cord was not cut, nor were you washed in water to cleanse you; you
were not rubbed with salt nor wrapped in swaddling cloths. No eye pitied you, to
do any of these things for you, to have compassion on you; but you were thrown
out into the open field, when you yourself were loathed on the day you were
born. And when I passed by you and saw you struggling in your own blood, I said
to you in your blood, ‘Live!’  Yes, I said to you in your blood, ‘Live!’  I made you
thrive like a plant in the field; and you grew, matured, and became very
beautiful. Your breasts were formed, your hair grew, but you were naked and
bare. When I passed by you again and looked upon you, indeed your time was
the time of love; so I spread My wing over you and covered your nakedness.
Yes, I swore an oath to you and entered into a covenant with you, and you
became Mine,”  says the Lord God.

“Then I washed you in water; yes, I thoroughly washed off your blood, and I
anointed you with oil. I clothed you in embroidered cloth and gave you sandals of
badger skin; I clothed you with fine linen and covered you with silk. I adorned
you with ornaments, put bracelets on your wrists, and a chain on your neck. And
I put a jewel in your nose, earrings in your ears, and a beautiful crown on your
head. Thus you were adorned with gold and silver, and your clothing was of fine
linen, silk, and embroidered cloth. You ate pastry of fine flour, honey, and oil. You
were exceedingly beautiful, and succeeded to royalty. Your fame went out among
the nations because of your beauty, for it was perfect through My splendor which
I had bestowed on you,”  says the Lord God.

“But you trusted in your own beauty, played the harlot because of your fame, and
poured out your harlotry on everyone passing by who would have it. You took
some of your garments and adorned multicolored high places for yourself, and
played the harlot on them. Such things should not happen, nor be. You have also
taken your beautiful jewelry from My gold and My silver, which I had given you,
and made for yourself male images and played the harlot with them. You took
your embroidered garments and covered them, and you set My oil and
My incense before them. Also My food which I gave you – the pastry of fine flour,
oil, and honey which I fed you – you set it before them as sweet incense; and
so it was,”  says the Lord God.

“Moreover you took your sons and your daughters, whom you bore to Me,
and these you sacrificed to them to be devoured. Were your acts of harlotry a
small matter, that you have slain My children and offered them up to them by
causing them to pass through the fire?  And in all your abominations and acts of
harlotry you did not remember the days of your youth, when you were naked and
bare, struggling in your blood. Then it was so, after all your wickedness –
‘Woe, woe to you!’ ”  says the Lord God – “that you also built for yourself a
shrine, and made a high place for yourself in every street. You built your high
places at the head of every road, and made your beauty to be abhorred. You
offered yourself to everyone who passed by, and multiplied your acts of harlotry.
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You also committed harlotry with the Egyptians, your very fleshly neighbors, and
increased your acts of harlotry to provoke Me to anger. Behold, therefore, I
stretched out My hand against you, diminished your allotment, and gave you up
to the will of those who hate you, the daughters of the Philistines, who were
ashamed of your lewd behavior. You also played the harlot with the Assyrians,
because you were insatiable; indeed you played the harlot with them and still
were not satisfied. Moreover you multiplied your acts of harlotry as far as the land
of the trader, Chaldea; and even then you were not satisfied. How degenerate is
your heart!”  says the Lord God, “seeing you do all these things, the deeds of a
brazen harlot.”

“You erected your shrine at the head of every road, and built your high place in
every street. Yet you were not like a harlot, because you scorned payment. You
are an adulterous wife, who takes strangers instead of her husband. Men make
payment to all harlots, but you made your payments to all your lovers, and hired
them to come to you from all around for your harlotry. You are the opposite of
other women in your harlotry, because no one solicited you to be a harlot. In that
you gave payment but no payment was given you, therefore you are the
opposite.”

Now then, O harlot, hear the word of the Lord!  Thus says the Lord God:
“Because your filthiness was poured out and your nakedness uncovered in your
harlotry with your lovers, and with all your abominable idols, and because of the
blood of your children which you gave to them, surely, therefore, I will gather all
your lovers with whom you took pleasure, all those you loved, and all those you
hated; I will gather them from all around against you and will uncover your
nakedness to them, that they may see all your nakedness. And I will judge you as
women who break wedlock or shed blood are judged; I will bring blood upon you
in fury and jealousy. I will also give you into their hand, and they shall throw
down your shrines and break down your high places. They shall also strip you of
your clothes, take your beautiful jewelry, and leave you naked and bare. They
shall also bring up an assembly against you, and they shall stone you with stones
and thrust you through with their swords. They shall burn your houses with fire,
and execute judgments on you in the sight of many women; and I will make you
cease playing the harlot, and you shall no longer hire lovers. So I will lay to rest
My fury toward you, and My jealousy shall depart from you. I will be quiet, and be
angry no more. Because you did not remember the days of your youth, but
agitated Me with all these things, surely I will also recompense your deeds on
your own head,”  says the Lord God.

“And you shall not commit lewdness in addition to all your abominations. Indeed
everyone who quotes proverbs will use this proverb against you: ‘Like mother,
like daughter!’  You are your mother’s daughter, loathing husband and children;
and you are the sister of your sisters, who loathed their husbands and children;
your mother was a Hittite and your father an Amorite.”

“Your elder sister is Samaria, who dwells with her daughters to the north of you;
and your younger sister, who dwells to the south of you, is Sodom and her
daughters. You did not walk in their ways nor act according to their
abominations; but, as if that were too little, you became more corrupt than they
in all your ways. As I live,”  says the Lord God, “neither your sister Sodom nor
her daughters have done as you and your daughters have done.”

“Look, this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her daughter had
pride, fullness of food, and abundance of idleness; neither did she strengthen the
hand of the poor and needy. And they were haughty and committed abomination
before Me; therefore I took them away as I saw fit.”
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“Samaria did not commit half of your sins; but you have multiplied your
abominations more than they, and have justified your sisters by all the
abominations which you have done. You who judged your sisters, bear your own
shame also, because the sins which you committed were more abominable than
theirs; they are more righteous than you. Yes, be disgraced also, and bear your
own shame, because you justified your sisters.”

“When I bring back their captives, the captives of Sodom and her daughters, and
the captives of Samaria and her daughters, then I will also bring back the
captives of your captivity among them, that you may bear your own shame and
be disgraced by all that you did when you comforted them. When your sisters,
Sodom and her daughters, return to their former state, and Samaria and her
daughters return to their former state, then you and your daughters will return to
your former state. For your sister Sodom was not a byword in your mouth in the
days of your pride, before your wickedness was uncovered. It was like the time of
the reproach of the daughters of Syria and all those around her, and of the
daughters of the Philistines, who despise you everywhere. You have paid for your
lewdness and your abominations,”  says the Lord.

For thus says the Lord God: “I will deal with you as you have done, who despised
the oath by breaking the covenant. Nevertheless I will remember My covenant
with you in the days of your youth, and I will establish an everlasting covenant
with you. Then you will remember your ways and be ashamed, when you receive
your older and your younger sisters; for I will give them to you for daughters, but
not because of My covenant with you. And I will establish My covenant with you.
Then you shall know that I AM the Lord, that you may remember and be
ashamed, and never open your mouth anymore because of your shame, when I
provide you an atonement for all you have done,”  says the Lord God.’ ”
(Eze 16:1-63)

The word of the Lord came again to me, saying: “Son of man, there were two
women, the daughters of one mother. They committed harlotry in Egypt, they
committed harlotry in their youth; their breasts were there embraced, their virgin
bosom was there pressed. Their names: Oholah the elder and Oholibah her sister;
they were Mine, and they bore sons and daughters. As for their names, Samaria
is Oholah, and Jerusalem is Oholibah.”

“Oholah played the harlot even though she was Mine; and she lusted for her
lovers, the neighboring Assyrians, who were clothed in purple, captains and
rulers, all of them desirable young men, horsemen riding on horses. Thus she
committed her harlotry with them, all of them choice men of Assyria; and with all
for whom she lusted, with all their idols, she defiled herself. She has never given
up her harlotry brought from Egypt, for in her youth they had lain with her,
pressed her virgin bossom, and poured out their immorality upon her.”

“Therefore I have delivered her into the hand of her lovers, into the hand of the
Assyrians, for whom she lusted. They uncovered her nakedness, took away her
sons and daughters, and slew her with the sword; she became a byword among
women, for they had executed judgment on her. Now although her sister
Oholibah saw this, she became more corrupt in her lust than she, and in her
harlotry more corrupt than her sister’s harlotry. She lusted for the neighboring
Assyrians, captains and rulers, clothed most gorgeously, horsemen riding on
horses, all of them desirable young men. Then I saw that she was defiled; both
took the same way.”
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“But she increased her harlotry; she looked at men portrayed on the wall, images
of Chaldeans portrayed in vermilion, girded with belts around their waists, flowing
turbans on their heads, all of them looking like captains, in the manner of the
Babylonians of Chaldea, the land of their nativity. As soon as her eyes saw them,
she lusted for them and sent messengers to them in Chaldea. Then the
Babylonians came to her, into the bed of love, and they defiled her with their
immorality; so she was defiled by them, and alienated herself from them. She
revealed her harlotry and uncovered her nakedness. Then I alienated Myself from
her, as I had alienated Myself from her sister. Yet she multiplied her harlotry in
calling to remembrance the days of her youth, when she played the harlot in the
land of Egypt. For she lusted for her paramours, whose flesh is like the flesh of
donkeys, and whose issue is like the issue of horses. Thus you called to
remembrance the lewdness of your youth, when the Egyptians pressed your
bosom because of your youthful breasts.”

“Therefore, Oholibah,”  thus says the Lord God: “Behold, I will stir up your lovers
against you, from whom you have alienated yourself, and I will bring them
against you from every side: The Babylonians, all the Chaldeans, Pekod, Shoa,
Koa, all the Assyrians with them, all of them desirable young men, governors and
rulers, captains and men of renown, all of them riding on horses. And they shall
come against you with chariots, wagons, and war-horses, with a horde of people.
They shall array against you buckler, shield, and helmet all around. I will delegate
judgment to them, and they shall judge you according to their judgments. I will
set My jealousy against you, and they shall deal furiously with you; they shall
remove your nose and your ears, and your remnant shall fall by the sword;
they shall take your sons and your daughters, and your remnant shall be
devoured by fire. They shall also strip you of your clothes and take away your
beautiful jewelry.”

“Thus I will make you cease your lewdness and your harlotry brought from the
land of Egypt, so that you will not lift your eyes to them, nor remember Egypt
anymore.”  For thus says the Lord God: “Surely I will deliver you into the hand of
those you hate, into the hand of those from whom you alienated yourself. They
will deal hatefully with you, take away all you have worked for, and leave you
naked and bare. The nakedness of your harlotry shall be uncovered, both your
lewdness and your harlotry. I will do these things to you because you have gone
as a harlot after the Gentiles, because you have become defiled by their idols.
You have walked in the way of your sister; therefore I will put her cup in your
hand.”

Thus says the Lord God: “You shall drink of your sister’s cup, the deep and wide
one; you shall be laughed to scorn and held in derision; it contains much. You will
be filled with drunkenness and sorrow, the cup of horror and desolation, the cup
of your sister Samaria. You shall drink and drain it, you shall break its shards,
and tear at your own breasts; for I have spoken,”  says the Lord God.

Therefore thus says the Lord God: “Because you have forgotten Me and cast Me
behind your back, therefore you shall bear the penalty of your lewdness and your
harlotry.”  The Lord also said to me: “Son of man, will you judge Oholah and
Oholibah?  Then declare to them their abominations. For they have committed
adultery, and blood is on their hands. They have committed adultery with their
idols, and even sacrificed their sons whom they bore to Me, passing them through
the fire, to devour them. Moreover they have done this to Me: They have defiled
My sanctuary on the same day and profaned My Sabbaths. For after they had
slain their children for their idols, on the same day they came into My sanctuary
to profane it; and indeed thus they have done in the midst of My house.”
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“Furthermore you sent for men to come from afar, to whom a messenger was
sent; and there they came. And you washed yourself for them, painted your eyes,
and adorned yourself with ornaments.”       [! See Jezebel’s death - 2Kings 9:30]

“You sat on a stately couch, with a table prepared before it, on which you had set
My incense and My oil.”     [! See the Lord’s holy incense and holy anointing oil, in
Exodus 30:7-10, 22-33.]

“The sound of a carefree multitude was with her, and Sabeans were brought from
the wilderness with men of the common sort, who put bracelets on their wrists
and beautiful crowns on their heads. Then I said concerning her who had grown
old in adulteries, ‘Will they commit harlotry with her now, and she with them?’
Yet they went in to her, as men go in to a woman who plays the harlot; thus they
went in to Oholah and Oholibah, the lewd women. But righteous men will judge
them after the manner of adulteresses, and after the manner of women who shed
blood [! Jezebel], because they are adulteresses, and blood is on their hands.”

For thus says the Lord God: “Bring up an assembly against them, give them up to
trouble and plunder. The assembly shall stone them with stones and execute
them with their swords; they shall slay their sons and their daughters, and burn
their houses with fire. Thus I will cause lewdness to cease from the land, that all
women may be taught not to practice your lewdness. They shall repay you for
your lewdness, and you shall pay for your idolatrous sins. Then you shall know
that I AM the Lord God.”  (Eze 23:1-49)

Again, in the ninth year, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month,
the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Son of man, write down the name of
the day, this very day – the king of Babylon started his siege against Jerusalem
this very day. And utter a parable to the rebellious house, and say to them,
‘Thus says the Lord God: “Put on a pot, set it on, and also pour water into it.
Gather pieces of meat in it, every good piece, the thigh and the shoulder. Fill it
with choice cuts; take the choice of the flock. Also pile fuel bones under it, make
it boil well, and let the cuts simmer in it.”

Therefore thus says the Lord God: “Woe to the bloody city, to the pot whose
scum is in it, and whose scum is not gone from it!  Bring it out piece by piece, on
which no lot has fallen. For her blood is in her midst; she set it on top of a rock;
she did not pour it on the ground, to cover it with dust. That it may raise up fury
and take vengeance, I have set her blood on top of a rock, that it may not be
covered.”

Therefore thus says the Lord God: “Woe to the bloody city!  I too will make the
pyre great. Heap on the wood, kindle the fire; cook the meat well, mix in the
spices, and let the cuts be burned up. Then set the pot empty on the coals, that it
may become hot and its bronze may burn, that its filthiness may be melted in it,
that its scum may be consumed. She has grown weary with lies, and her great
scum has not gone from her. Let her scum be in the fire!  In your filthiness is
lewdness. Because I have cleansed you, and you were not cleansed, you will not
be cleansed of your filthiness anymore, till I have caused My fury to rest upon
you. I, the Lord, have spoken it; it shall come to pass, and I will do it; I will not
hold back, nor will I spare, nor will I relent; according to your deeds they will
judge you,”  says the Lord God.’ ”  (Eze 24:1-14)
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“Bring charges against your mother, bring charges; for she is not My wife, nor am
I her Husband!  Let her put away her harlotries from her sight, and her adulteries
from between her breasts; lest I strip her naked and expose her, as in the day
she was born, and make her like a wilderness, and set her like a dry land, and
slay her with thirst. I will not have mercy on her children, for they are the
children of harlotry. For their mother has played the harlot; she who conceived
them has behaved shamefully. For she said, ‘I will go after my lovers, who give
me my bread and my water, my wool and my linen, my oil and my drink.’
Therefore, behold, I will hedge up your way with thorns, and wall her in, so that
she cannot find her paths. She will chase her lovers, but not overtake them;
yes, she will seek them, but not find them. Then she will say, ‘I will go and return
to my first husband, for then it was better for me than now.’  For she did not
know that I gave her grain, new wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver and gold
– which they prepared for Baal.  Therefore I will return and take away My grain in
its time and My new wine in its season, and will take back My wool and My linen,
given to cover her nakedness.”

“Now I will uncover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers, and no one shall
deliver her from My hand. I will also cause all her mirth to cease, her feast days,
her New Moons, her Sabbaths – all her appointed feasts. And I will destroy her
vines and her fig trees, of which she has said, ‘These are my wages that my
lovers have given me.’  So I will make them a forest, and the beasts of the field
shall eat them. I will punish her for the days of the Baals to which she burned
incense. She decked herself with her earrings and jewelry, and went after her
lovers; but Me she forgot,”  says the Lord.

“Therefore, behold, I will allure her, will bring her into the wilderness, and speak
comfort to her. I will give her her vineyards from there, and the Valley of Achor
as a door of hope; she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, as in the day
when she came up from the land of Egypt. And it shall be, in that day,”  says the
Lord, “That you will call Me ‘My Husband’,  and no longer call Me ‘My Master,’
for I will take from her mouth the names of the Baals, and they shall be
remembered by their name no more. In that day I will make a covenant for them
with the beasts of the field, with the birds of the air, and with the creeping things
of the ground. Bow and sword of battle I will shatter from the earth, to make
them lie down safely.

I will betroth you to Me forever;  yes,

I will betroth you to Me in righteousness and justice,
in lovingkindness and mercy;

I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness, and you shall know the Lord.

It shall come to pass in that day that I will answer,”  says the Lord; “I will answer
the heavens, and they shall answer the earth. The earth shall answer with grain,
with new wine, and with oil; they shall answer Jezreel. Then I will sow her for
Myself in the earth, and I will have mercy on her who had not obtained mercy;
then I will say to those who were not My people, ‘You are My people!’  and they
shall say, ‘You are my God!”  (Hos 2:2-23)

Then the Lord said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by a lover and is
committing adultery, just like the love of the Lord for the children of Israel, who
look to other gods and love the raisin cakes of the pagans.”  So I bought her for
myself for fifteen shekels of silver, and one and one-half homers of barley.
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And I said to her, “You shall stay with me many days; you shall not play the
harlot, nor shall you have a man – so, too, will I be toward you.”  For the children
of Israel shall abide many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred
pillar, without ephod or teraphim. Afterward the children of Israel shall return and
seek the Lord their God and David their king. They shall fear the Lord and His
goodness in the latter days.  (Hos 3:1-5)

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected
knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; because you have
forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children. The more they
increased, the more they sinned against Me; I will change their glory into shame.
They eat up the sin of My people; they set their heart on their iniquity. And it
shall be: like people, like priest. So I will punish them for their ways, and reward
them for their deeds. For they shall eat, but not have enough; they shall commit
harlotry, but not increase; because they have ceased obeying the Lord.”

“Harlotry, wine, and new wine enslave the heart. My people ask counsel from
their wooden idols, and their staff informs them. For the spirit of harlotry has
caused them to stray, and they have played the harlot against their God. They
offer sacrifices on the mountaintops, and burn incense on the hills, under oaks,
poplars, and terebinths, because their shade is good. Therefore your daughters
commit harlotry, and your brides commit adultery. I will not punish your
daughters when they commit harlotry, nor your brides when they commit
adultery; for the men themselves go apart with harlots, and offer sacrifices with a
ritual harlot. Therefore people who do not understand will be trampled.”

“Though you, Israel, play the harlot, let not Judah offend. Do not come up to
Gilgal, nor go up to Beth Aven, nor swear an oath, saying, ‘As the Lord lives’ -
For Israel is stubborn like a stubborn calf; now the Lord will let them forage like a
lamb in open country. Ephraim is joined to idols, let him alone. Their drink is
rebellion, they commit harlotry continually. Her rulers dearly love dishonor.
The wind has wrapped her up in its wings, and they shall be ashamed because of
their sacrifices.”  (Hos 4:6-19)

“They do not direct their deeds toward turning to their God, for the spirit of
harlotry is in their midst, and they do not know the Lord. The pride of Israel
testifies to his face; therefore Israel and Ephraim stumble in their iniquity;
Judah also stumbles with them. With their flocks and herds they shall go to seek
the Lord, but they will not find Him; He has withdrawn Himself from them. They
have dealt treacherously with the Lord, for they have begotten pagan children.
Now a New Moon shall devour them and their heritage.”  (Hos 5:4-7)

Hear, all you peoples! Listen, O earth, and all that is in it!  Let the Lord God be a
witness against you, the Lord from His holy temple. For behold, the Lord is
coming out of His place; He will come down and tread on the high places of the
earth. The mountains will melt under Him, and the valleys will split like wax
before the fire, like waters poured down a steep place. All this is for the
transgression of Jacob and for the sins of the house of Israel. What is the
transgression of Jacob?  Is it not Samaria?  And what are the high places of
Judah?  Are they not Jerusalem?

“Therefore I will make Samaria a heap of ruins in the field, places for planting a
vineyard; I will pour down her stones into the valley, and I will uncover her
foundations. All her carved images shall be beaten to pieces, and all her pay as a
harlot shall be burned with the fire; all her idols I will lay desolate, for she
gathered it from the pay of a harlot, and they shall return to the pay of a harlot.”
(Mic 1:2-7)
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The death of Saul and Jonathan

“The beauty of Israel is slain on your high places!  How the mighty have fallen!
Tell it not in Gath, proclaim it not in the streets of Ashkelon – lest the daughters
of the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph.
O mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew nor rain upon you, nor fields of
offerings. For the shield of the mighty is cast away there!  The shield of Saul,
not anointed with oil. From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, the
bow of Jonathan did not turn back, and the sword of Saul did not return empty.
Saul and Jonathan were beloved and pleasant in their lives, and in their death
they were not divided; they were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than
lions. O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in scarlet,
with luxury; who put ornaments of gold on your apparel.”

“How the mighty have fallen in the midst of the battle!  Jonathan was slain in
your high places. I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; you have been
very pleasant to me; your love to me was wonderful, surpassing the love
of women.”

“How the mighty have fallen, and the weapons of war perished!”    (2Sa 1:19-27)

Nineveh

Woe to the bloody city!  It is all full of lies and robbery. Its victim never departs.
The noise of a whip and the noise of rattling wheels, of galloping horses, of
clattering chariots!  Horsemen charge with bright sword and glittering spear.
There is a multitude of slain, a great number of bodies, countless corpses – they
stumble over the corpses – because of the multitude of harlotries of the seductive
harlot, the mistress of sorceries, who sells nations through her harlotries,
and families through her sorceries.

“Behold, I AM against you,”  says the Lord of hosts; “I will lift your skirts over
your face, I will show the nations your nakedness, and the kingdoms your shame.
I will cast abominable filth upon you, make you vile, and make you a spectacle.
It shall come to pass that all who look upon you will flee from you, and say,
‘Nineveh is laid waste!  Who will bemoan her?’  Where shall I seek comforters
for you?”  (Nah 3:1-7)

Babylon

Prepare the table, set a watchman in the tower, eat and drink. Arise, you princes,
anoint the shield!  For thus has the Lord said to me:  “Go, set a watchman,
let him declare what he sees.”   And he saw a chariot with a pair of horsemen,
a chariot of donkeys, and a chariot of camels, and he listened earnestly with
great care. Then he cried, “A lion, my Lord!  I stand continually on the
watchtower in the daytime; I have sat at my post every night. And look, here
comes a chariot of men with a pair of horsemen!”

Then he answered and said, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen!  And all the carved
images of her gods He has broken to the ground.”

Oh, my threshing and the grain of my floor!  That which I heard from the Lord of
hosts, the God of Israel, I have declared to you.  (Isa 21:5-10)
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The word that the Lord spoke against Babylon and against the land of the
Chaldeans by Jeremiah the prophet.

“Declare among the nations, proclaim, and set up a standard; proclaim – do not
conceal it – say, ‘Babylon is taken, Bel is shamed. Merodach is broken in pieces;
her idols are humiliated, her images are broken in pieces.’  For out of the north a
nation comes up against her, which shall make her land desolate, and no one
shall dwell therein. They shall move, they shall depart, both man and beast.
In those days and in that time,”  says the Lord, “the children of Israel shall come,
they and the children of Judah together; with continual weeping they shall come,
and seek the Lord their God. They shall ask the way to Zion, with their faces
toward it, saying, ‘Come and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual
covenant that will not be forgotten.’ ”

“My people have been lost sheep. Their shepherds have led them astray; they
have turned them away on the mountains. They have gone from mountain to hill;
they have forgotten their resting place. All who found them have devoured them;
and their adversaries said, ‘We have not offended, because they have sinned
against the Lord, the habitation of justice, the Lord, the hope of their fathers.’
Move from the midst of Babylon, go out of the land of the Chaldeans; and be like
the rams before the flocks. For behold, I will raise and cause to come up against
Babylon an assembly of great nations from the north country, and they shall
array themselves against her; from there she shall be captured. Their arrows
shall be like those of an expert warrior; none shall return in vain. And Chaldea
shall become plunder; all who plunder her shall be satisfied,”  says the Lord.

“Because you were glad, because you rejoiced, you destroyers of My heritage,
because you have grown fat like a heifer threshing grain, and you bellow like
bulls, your mother shall be deeply ashamed; she who bore you shall be ashamed.
Behold, the least of the nations shall be a wilderness, a dry land and a desert.
Because of the wrath of the Lord she shall not be inhabited, but she shall be
wholly desolate. Everyone who goes by Babylon shall be horrified and hiss at all
her plagues. Put yourselves in array against Babylon all around, all of you who
bend the bow; shoot at her, spare no arrows, for she has sinned against the Lord.
Shout against her all around; she has given her hand, her foundations have
fallen, her walls are thrown down; for it is the vengeance of the Lord.
Take vengeance on her. As she has done, so do to her. Cut off the sower from
Babylon, and him who handles the sickle at harvest time. For fear of the
oppressing sword everyone shall turn to his own people, and everyone shall flee
to his own land. Israel is like scattered sheep; the lions have driven him away.
First the king of Assyria devoured him; now at last this Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon has broken his bones.”

Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, I will punish the
king of Babylon and his land, as I have punished the king of Assyria. But I will
bring back Israel to his home, and he shall feed on Carmel and Bashan; his soul
shall be satisfied on Mount Ephraim and Gilead. In those days and in that time,”
says the Lord, “the iniquity of Israel shall be sought, but there shall be none; and
the sins of Judah, but they shall not be found; for I will pardon those whom I
preserve.”  (Jer 50:1-20)

“For Israel is not forsaken, nor Judah, by his God, the Lord of hosts, though their
land was filled with sin against the Holy One of Israel. Flee from the midst of
Babylon, and every one save his life!  Do not be cut off in her iniquity, for this is
the time of the Lord’s vengeance; He shall recompense her. Babylon was a golden
cup in the Lord’s hand, that made all the earth drunk. The nations drank her
wine; therefore the nations are deranged.
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Babylon has suddenly fallen and been destroyed. Wail for her!  Take balm for her
pain; perhaps she may be healed. We would have healed Babylon, but she is not
healed. Forsake her, and let us go everyone to his own country; for her judgment
reaches to heaven and is lifted up to the skies. The Lord has revealed our
righteousness. Come let us declare in Zion the work of the Lord our God. Make
the arrows bright!  Gather the shields!  The Lord has raised up the spirit of the
kings of the Medes. For His plan is against Babylon to destroy it, because it is the
vengeance of the Lord, the vengeance for His temple. Set up the standard on the
walls of Babylon; make the guard strong, set up the watchmen, prepare the
ambushes. For the Lord has both devised and done what He spoke against the
inhabitants of Babylon. O you who dwell by many waters, abundant in treasures,
your end has come, the measure of your covetousness.”  (Jer 51:5-13)

The Judgement of Rome - which is still to come

Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth – to every nation, tribe, tongue,
and people – saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the
hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth,
the sea and springs of water.”  And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon is
fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations drink of the
wine of the wrath of her fornication.”  (Rev 14:6-8)

Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came
out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is done!”  And there
were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake,
such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men were on the
earth. Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the
nations fell. And great Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the cup
of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath. Then every island fled away, and the
mountains were not found. And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each
hailstone about the weight of a talent. Men blasphemed God because of the
plague of the hail, since that plague was exceedingly great. (Rev 16:17-21)

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with me,
saying to me, “Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits
on many waters, with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the
inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication.”

So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman
sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven
heads and ten horns. The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned
with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of
abominations and the filthiness of her fornication. And on her forehead a name
written:

MYSTERY,  BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the
martyrs of Jesus.  [! Just like Jezebel]

And when I saw her, I marveled with great amazement.  (Rev 17:1-6)
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Then he said to me, “The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are
peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues. And the ten horns which you saw on
the beast, these will hate the harlot, make her desolate and naked, eat her flesh
and burn her with fire. For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to
be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God
are fulfilled. And the woman whom you saw is that great city which reigns over
the kings of the earth.”  (Rev 17:15-18)

After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great
authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory. And he cried mightily with
a loud voice, saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a
dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every
unclean and hated bird!  For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath
of her fornication, the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and
the merchants of the earth have become rich through the abundance of her
luxury.”

And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest
you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues. For her sins have
reached to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities. Render to her just as
she rendered to you, and repay her double according to her works; in the cup
which she has mixed, mix double for her. In the measure that she glorified
herself and lived luxuriously, in the same measure give her torment and sorrow;
for she says in her heart, ‘I sit as queen, and am no widow, and will not see
sorrow.’ ”

“Therefore her plagues will come in one day - death and mourning and famine.
And she will be utterly burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God who judges
her. The kings of the earth who committed fornication and lived luxuriously with
her will weep and lament for her, when they see the smoke of her burning,
standing at a distance for fear of her torment, saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city
Babylon, that mighty city!  For in one hour your judgment has come.’ ”

“And the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her, for no one buys
their merchandise anymore: merchandise of gold and silver, precious stones and
pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and scarlet, every kind of citron wood, every
kind of object of ivory, every kind of object of most precious wood, bronze, iron,
and marble; and cinnamon and incense, fragrant oil and frankincense, wine and
oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and bodies and
souls of men. The fruit that your soul longed for has gone from you, and all the
things which are rich and splendid have gone from you, and you shall find them
no more at all.”

“The merchants of these things, who became rich by her, will stand at a distace
for fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great
city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with gold and
precious stones and pearls!  For in one hour such great riches came to nothing!’
Every shipmaster, all who travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade on the
sea, stood at a distance and cried out when they saw the smoke of her burning,
saying, ‘What is like this great city?’  They threw dust on their heads and cried
out, weeping and wailing, and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who
had ships on the sea became rich by her wealth!  For in one hour is she made
desolate.’  Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets, for
God has avenged you on her!”
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Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the
sea, saying, “Thus with violence the great city Babylon shall be thrown down, and
shall not be found anymore. The sound of harpists, musicians, flutists, and
trumpeters shall not be heard in you anymore. No craftsman of any craft shall be
found in you anymore, and the sound of a millstone shall not be heard in you
anymore. The light of a lamp shall not shine in you anymore, and the voice of
bridegroom and bride shall not be heard in you anymore. For your merchants
were the great men of the earth, for by your sorcery all the nations were
deceived. And in her was found the blood of prophets and saints, and of all who
were slain on the earth.”  (Rev 18:1-24)

After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying,
“Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord our God!
For true and righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great harlot
who corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has avenged on her the
blood of His servants shed by her.”  Again they said, “Alleluia! Her smoke rises up
forever and ever!”  And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell
down and worshipped God who sat on the throne, saying, “Amen! Alleluia!”
(Rev 19:1-4)

The Compromising Church

“And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write, ‘These things says He who has
the sharp two-edged sword: “I know your works, and where you dwell, where
Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not deny My faith even
in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed among you,
where Satan dwells. But I have a few things against you, because you have there
those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block
before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit
sexual immorality. Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the
Nicolatians, which thing I hate. Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will
fight against them with the sword of My mouth. He who has an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ ”  (Rev 2:12-17)

The Corrupt Church

“And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, ‘These things says the Son of
God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass: “I know your
works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the last are
more than the first. Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you
allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce
My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. And I
gave her time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. Indeed
I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great
tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. I will kill her children with death,
and all the churches shall know that I AM HE who searches the minds and hearts.
And I will give to each one of you according to your works. Now to you I say, and
to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this doctrine, who have not
known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you no other burden. But
hold fast what you have till I come. And he who overcomes, and keeps My works
until the end, to him I will give power over the nations –    ‘He shall rule them
with a rod of iron; they shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’ – as I
also have received from My Father; and I will give him the morning star. He who
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ ”  (Rev 2:18-29)
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