Every Word
“Every commandment which I command you today you must be careful to
observe, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land of which
the Lord swore to your fathers. And you shall remember that the Lord your God
led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test
you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His
commandments or not. So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you
with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might
make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every
word that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord. Your garments did not wear out
on you, nor did your foot swell these forty years. You should know in your heart
that as a man chastens his son, so the Lord your God chastens you. Therefore
you shall keep the commandments of the Lord your God, to walk in His ways and
to fear Him.
For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water,
of fountains and springs, that flow out of valleys and hills; a land of wheat and
barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey;
a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing;
a land whose stones are iron and out of whose hills you can dig copper. When you
have eaten and are full, then you shall bless the Lord your God for the good land
which He has given you. Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not
keeping His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I command
you today, lest – when you have eaten and are full, and have built beautiful
houses and dwell in them; and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and
your silver and your gold are multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied; when
your heart is lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God who brought you out of
the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage; who led you through that great
and terrible wilderness, in which were fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty
land where there was no water; who brought water for you out of the flinty rock;
who fed you in the wilderness with manna, which your fathers did not know, that
He might humble you and that He might test you, to do you good in the end –
then you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gained me
this wealth.’ And you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives
you power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to
your fathers, as it is this day. Then it shall be, if you by any means forget the
Lord your God, and follow other gods, and serve them and worship them, I testify
against you this day that you shall surely perish. As the nations which the Lord
destroys before you, so you shall perish, because you would not be obedient to
the voice of the Lord your God.” (Deu 8:1-20)
I can hear the voices saying, “Oh you stupid, silly, senseless, person! Do you not
know? Have you not heard? That we are living under Grace, and that the Law
has been done away with!”
Every weekend hundreds of spiritual children flock to churches, crying and
pleading, “Bless me, Give me, Reward me, Heal me, Teach me, Show me, …”
Is this what its all about? Get saved and then as a child of God, someone else
has to teach me, clean me up, and give me everything that my heart desires?
Is it really all about satisfying the lusts of the flesh, or is there some higher
purpose for man, in God’s true plan of salvation?
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The Israelites were spared the deaths of their firstborn, through obedience in
sacrificing their Passover Lamb and marking the door frame of their houses with
its blood. They left Egypt with all its wealth and marched through the Red Sea,
they were saved but all their enemies were drowned. They were given God’s Laws
and told what to do, how to do it, and what was expected from them. Six hundred
thousand men left Egypt, but only two entered the promised land! When they
eventually took control of the promised land, after a delay of 40y in the desert,
they polluted themselves with great wealth and idol worship. Solomon forsook
God and turned the land of Canaan into a spiritual Egypt. What makes it even
more depressing, is that King Solomon was the wisest man that ever lived!
Yet even He, was not wise enough to stay true to God’s plan of righteousness!
When one realises, that today we are living in a spiritual Egypt, and the promised
land we look forward to, is the new Earth; then 1 in 300000 does not seem like
great odds for success. Come-on! You didn’t think that this polluted planet was
going to be where we would live for all eternity – did you? God can do much
better than that! When He promises the best, nothing else than a brand new
Creation will do for His righteous children to live in! Would you allow your
children to play on a toxic waste dump site? This earth is rapidly becoming one,
or haven’t you noticed? I delight in the idea of a brand new Creation. Only the
righteous people will remain as the Lord’s inheritance, and the New Earth is their
inheritance. Remember God’s promise to Abraham was descendants and land.
So what should Solomon have done? Concentrated on the spiritual aspects of life
and not in material wealth. God tells us exactly what to do, but are we listening?
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the
devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was
hungry. Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God,
command that these stones become bread.”
But He answered and said,
“It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds
from the mouth of God.’ ” (Mat 4:1-4)
Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was
led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being tempted for forty days by the devil.
And in those days He ate nothing, and afterward, when they had ended, He was
hungry. And the devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command this
stone to become bread.” But Jesus answered him, saying, “It is written,
‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.’ ” (Luk 4:1-4)
“Look, I go forward, but He is not there, and backward, but I cannot perceive
Him; when He works on the left hand, I cannot behold Him; when He turns to the
right hand, I cannot see Him. But He knows the way that I take; when He has
tested me, I shall come forth as gold. My foot has held fast to His steps; I have
kept His way and not turned aside. I have not departed from the commandment
of His lips; I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary
food.” (Job 23:8-12)
The Word of God is our spiritual food by which we grow up and mature.
God said to Noah, “Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; from the
hand of every beast I will require it, and from the hand of man.” (Gen 9:5)
There is a price to be paid for the lifeblood which is invested in us! (Talents?)
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The words of the blessing of Enoch, with which he blessed the elect and
righteous, who will be living in the day of tribulation, when all the wicked and
godless are to be removed. And he began his story saying: Enoch a righteous
man, whose eyes were opened by God, saw the vision of the Holy One in heaven,
which the angels showed me, and I heard everything from them, and I saw and
understood, but it was not for this generation, but for a remote one which is to
come. Concerning the elect I said, as I began my story concerning them:
The Holy Great One will come out from His dwelling, and the eternal God will
tread on the earth, (even) on Mount Sinai, and appear in the strength of His
might from heaven. And all shall be very afraid, and the Watchers shall shake,
and great fear and trembling shall seize them to the ends of the earth. And the
high mountains shall be shaken, and the high hills shall be laid low, and shall melt
like wax in the flame. And the earth shall be wholly torn apart, and all that is on
the earth shall be destroyed, and there shall be a judgment on all.
But with the righteous He will make peace; and will protect the elect and mercy
shall be on them. And they shall all belong to God, and they shall prosper, and
they shall be blessed. And the light of God shall shine on them. And behold!
He comes with ten thousand of His holy ones (saints) to execute judgment on all,
and to destroy all the ungodly (wicked); and to convict all flesh of all the works of
their ungodliness which they have ungodly committed, and of all the hard things
which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him. (Enoch 1:1-9)
Enoch sums up the whole history of mankind in one chapter and some of these
verses are repeated in the books of Isaiah and Jude. When God came down on
Mount Sinai, were the people afraid? What did God actually say to the people?
Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were
thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of
the trumpet was very loud, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled.
And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood
at the foot of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because
the Lord descended upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a
furnace, and the whole mountain quaked greatly. And when the blast of the
trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God
answered him by voice. (Exo 19:16-19)
Then the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain. And the
Lord called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. And the Lord
said to Moses, “Go down and warn the people, lest they break through to gaze at
the Lord, and many of them perish. Also let the priests who come near the Lord
consecrate themselves, lest the Lord break out against them.” (Exo 19:20-22)
God gives Moses specific instructions, but Moses wants to argue, and the Lord
sends him down with a warning, for him to listen to His words amongst the
people of Israel. Moses had nothing to do with what God commanded the people!
But Moses said to the Lord, “The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai; for You
warned us, saying, ‘Set bounds around the mountain and consecrate it.’ ”
Then the Lord said to him, “Away! Get down and then come up, you and Aaron
with you. But do not let the priests and the people break through to come up to
the Lord, lest He break out against them.” So Moses went down to the people
and spoke to them. (Exo 19:23-25)
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And God spoke all these words, saying: “I AM the Lord your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
(1) You shall have no other gods before Me.
(2) You shall not make for yourself a craved image – any likeness of anything
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth; you shall not bow down to them nor serve them.
For I, the Lord your God, AM a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of those who
hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep
My commandments.
(3) You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will
not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.
(4) Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do
all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God. In it
you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male
servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is
within your gates. For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth,
the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the
Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.
(5) Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the
land which the Lord your God is giving you.
(6) You shall not murder.
(7) You shall not commit adultery.
(8) You shall not steal.
(9) You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
(10) You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox,
nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s.” (Exo 20:1-17)
Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning flashes, the sound of
the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they
trembled and stood afar off. Then they said to Moses, “You speak with us, and we
will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die.” And Moses said to the
people, “Do not fear; for God has come to test you, and that His fear may be
before you, so that you may not sin.” So the people stood afar off, but Moses
drew near the thick darkness where God was. (Exo 20:18-21)
Funny, there’s no mention of the religious practices of tithing and fasting here!
God gave Man ten commandments, the first four pertain to loving God, and the
other six pertain to loving our neighbour as we love ourselves. Keeping the
Sabbath Day holy, is honouring our Creator by resting from our daily work, as He
did. It is good to visit the sick, feed the poor, and do other unselfish acts of
charity, on the Sabbath day.
“For the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.” (Mat 12:8)
And He said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the
Sabbath. Therefore the Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.” (Mar 2:27-28)
And He said to them, “The Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.” (Luk 6:5)
See what the Lord says about fasting, and keeping the Sabbath day holy.
Thus says the Lord: ”Keep justice, and do righteousness, for My salvation is about
to come, and My righteousness to be revealed. Blessed is the man who does this,
and the son of man who lays hold on it; who keeps from defiling the Sabbath,
and keeps his hand from doing any evil.” (Isa 56:1-2)
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“Cry aloud, spare not; lift up your voice like a trumpet; tell My people their
transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins. Yet they seek Me daily, and
delight to know My ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and did not forsake
the ordinance of their God. They ask of Me the ordinances of justice; they take
delight in approaching God. ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and You have not
seen? Why have we afflicted our souls, and You take no notice?’
In fact, in the day of your fast you find pleasure, and exploit all your laborers.
Indeed you fast for strife and debate, and to strike with the fist of wickedness.
You will not fast as you do this day, to make your voice heard on high.
Is it a fast that I have chosen, a day for a man to afflict his soul? (! see Zec 8:19)
Is it to bow down his head like a bulrush, and to spread out sackcloth and ashes?
Would you call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the Lord?
Is this not the fast that I have chosen: To loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo
the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and that you break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and that you bring to your house
the poor who are cast out; when you see the naked, that you cover him, and not
hide yourself from your own flesh?
Then your light shall break forth like the morning, your healing shall spring forth
speedily, and your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the Lord shall
be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry,
and He will say, ‘Here I AM.’
If you take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and
speaking wickedness, if you extend your soul to the hungry and satisfy the
afflicted soul, then your light shall dawn in the darkness, and your darkness shall
be as the noonday. The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your soul in
drought, and strengthen your bones; you shall be like a watered garden, and like
a spring of water, whose waters do not fail. Those from among you shall build the
old waste places; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; and
you shall be called the Repairer of the Breach, the Restorer of Streets to Dwell In.
If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath, from doing your pleasure on My
holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy day of the Lord honorable, and
shall honor Him, not doing your own ways, nor finding your own pleasure, nor
speaking your own words, then you shall delight yourself in the Lord; and I will
cause you to ride on the high hills of the earth, and feed you with the heritage of
Jacob your father. The mouth of the Lord has spoken.” (Isa 58:1-14)
“Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘The fast of the fourth month, the fast of the fifth,
the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be joy and gladness and
cheerful feasts for the house of Judah. Therefore love truth and peace.’ ”
(Zec 8:19)
Now some are saying, “Paul says the weekly Sabbath Day is abolished, because it
was a shadow of Christ to come!”, let us see what he actually said.
In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by
putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, buried
with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the
working of God, who raised Him from the dead. And you, being dead in your
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with
Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, having wiped out the handwriting of
requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us.
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And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. Having disarmed
principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over
them in it. So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a
new moon or sabbaths, which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance
is of Christ. Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility
and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly
puffed up by his fleshly mind, and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the
body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the
increase that is from God. Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic
principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject
yourselves to regulations – “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” which all
concern things which perish with the using – according to the commandments
and doctrines of men? These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in
self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value
against the indulgence of the flesh. If you were raised with Christ, seek those
things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your
mind on things above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will
appear with Him in glory. (Col 2:11-3:4)
Paul was attacked by the Jews for not circumcising the followers of Christ. Paul
says that we don’t circumcise the flesh, because we put off our whole body, by
dying with Christ, in our baptism. We have been freed from the handwriting of
requirements that was against us, by dying in faith with Christ. There is no one
left who can judge us, because principalities and powers have been disarmed. The
monthly and yearly feasts and festivals, were shadows of the one true sacrifice to
come, which was made once for our Redemption from sin. The sabbaths referred
to here, were specific days of the year, which were commemorated with a feast
or festival. The weekly Sabbath was ordained even before there was Sin present
in the world, and God told us to remember the Creation on the Sabbath day, and
to keep it holy. So where does the ‘handwriting of requirements’ come from?
So it was, when Moses had completed writing the words of this law in a book,
when they were finished, that Moses commanded the Levites, who bore the ark of
the covenant of the Lord, saying: “Take this Book of the Law, and put it beside
the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that it may be there as a witness
against you; for I know your rebellion and your stiff neck. If today, while I am yet
alive with you, you have been rebellious against the Lord, then how much more
after my death?” (Deu 31:24-27)
So it was Moses’ handwriting of requirements. Joshua also wrote in this ‘Book of
the Law’, to record the peoples oath to serve God, which they made at Shechem.
So Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you
have chosen the Lord for yourselves, to serve Him.” And they said, “We are
witnesses!” “Now therefore,” he said, “put away the foreign gods which are
among you, and incline your heart to the Lord God of Israel.” And the people
said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and His voice we will obey!”
So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made for them
a statute and an ordinance in Shechem. Then Joshua wrote these words in the
Book of the Law of God. And he took a large stone, and set it up there under the
oak that was by the sanctuary of the Lord. And Joshua said to all the people,
“Behold, this stone shall be a witness to us, for it has heard all the words of the
Lord which He spoke to us. It shall therefore be a witness to you, lest you deny
your God.” So Joshua let the people depart, each to his own inheritance.
(Jos 24:22-28)
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And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak also to the children of Israel,
saying: ‘Surely My Sabbaths you shall keep, for it is a sign between Me and you
throughout your generations, that you may know that I AM the Lord who
sanctifies you. You shall keep the Sabbath, therefore, for it is holy to you.
Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to death; for whoever does any work
on it, that person shall be cut off from among his people. Work shall be done for
six days, but the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord. Whoever does
any work on the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. Therefore the
children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their
generations as a perpetual covenant. It is a sign between Me and the children of
Israel forever; for in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, and on
the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.’ ” And when He had made an end
of speaking with him on Mount Sinai, He gave Moses two tablets of the
Testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God. (Exo 31:12-18)
And Moses turned and went down from the mountain, and the two tablets of the
Testimony were in his hand. The tablets were written on both sides; on the one
side and on the other they were written. Now the tablets were the work of God,
and the writing was the writing of God engraved on the tablets. (Exo 32:15-16)
The ten Commandments of God were written by His finger in stone, engraved on
both sides of the tablets and in duplicate. These are the ‘Words of God’ and were
placed inside the ark of the Covenant. The ‘Book of the Law’ was the handwriting
of Moses, and was kept on the outside beside the ark by the Levites, to serve as a
witness and to be referred to, when a dispute arose regarding the sacrificial laws.
It was symbolic for the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices are offered
which cannot make him who performed the service perfect in regard to the
conscience – concerned only with foods and drinks, various washings, and fleshly
ordinances imposed until the time of reformation. But Christ came as High Priest
of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not
made with hands, that is, not of this creation. Not with the blood of goats and
calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having
obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of
a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself
without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God? And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of
death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that
those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.
(Heb 9:9-15)
It is clear that Paul was referring to the laws of atonement, sanctification and
sacrifice; which were perfected in the final sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the Cross.
It surprises me when people say that the ten Commandments have been done
away with! Will a Christian commit murder or steal? We are now called to a
much higher standard that the ten Commandments, we must measure ourselves
against Jesus Christ’s living example and His written Word. It was the ‘Word of
God’, our Lord, who wrote the ten Commandments and handed them to Moses.
“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and
whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.’ But I say to you that
whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the
judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the
council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire.”
(Mat 5:21-22)
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“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’
But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already
committed adultery with her in his heart.” (Mat 21:27-28)
The Law identifies sin and defines the reward for sinning. Grace, gives one what
is not deserved by their works. Law brings death for sin, but Grace brings life
through faith in Jesus Christ. Grace cannot exist without the Law. We have died
to the flesh, so we must repress its lusts, and set our minds on the things above.
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self control. Against such there is no law. And those who
are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking one
another, envying one another. (Gal 5:22-26)
Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will
also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he
who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. And let us not grow
weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who
are of the household of faith. (Gal 6:7-10)
If indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in
Jesus: That you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which
grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of
your mind, and that you put on the new man which was created according to
God, in true righteousness and holiness. (Eph 4:21-24)
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath
of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with
them. For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and
truth), finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. And have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. (Eph 5:6-11)
See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the
time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what
the will of the Lord is. And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but
be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, giving
thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, submitting to one another in the fear of God. Wives, submit to your own
husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is
head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. (Eph 5:15-23)
Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies,
kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and
forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ
forgave you, so you also must do. But above all these things put on love, which is
the bond of perfection. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also
you were called in one body; and be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatever
you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through Him. (Col 3:12-17)
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Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that
his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. But the wisdom that is from
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good
fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness is
sown in peace by those who make peace. (Jam 3:13,17-18)
So Samuel said: “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and
to heed than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of
the Lord, He also has rejected you from being king.” (1Sa 15:22-23)
My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected
knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; because you have
forgotten the law of your God, I will also forget your children. (Hos 4:6)
For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God more than burnt
offerings. (Hos 6:6)
‘Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you
shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. And
you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ (Exo 19:5-6)
‘You shall not make idols for yourselves; neither a carved image nor a sacred
pillar shall you rear up for yourselves; nor shall you set up an engraved stone in
your land, to bow down to it; for I AM the Lord your God. You shall keep My
Sabbaths and reverence My sanctuary: I AM the Lord. If you walk in My statutes
and keep My commandments, and perform them, then I will give you rain in its
season, the land shall yield its produce, and the trees of the field shall yield their
fruit. Your threshing shall last till the time of vintage, and the vintage shall last till
the time of sowing; you shall eat your bread to the full, and dwell in your land
safely.’ (Lev 26:1-5)
“Therefore know this day, and consider it in your heart, that the Lord Himself is
God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other. You shall keep
His statutes and His commandments which I command you today, that it may go
well with you and with your children after you, and that you may prolong your
days in the land which the Lord your God is giving you for all time.”
(Deu 4:39-40)
“Then the Lord heard the voice of your words when you spoke to me, and the
Lord said to me: ‘I have heard the voice of the words of this people which they
have spoken to you. They are right in all that they have spoken. Oh, that they
had such a heart in them that they would fear Me and always keep all My
commandments, that it might be well with them and with their children forever!’ ”
(Deu 5:28-29)
“Hear O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. And these
words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. You shall
bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your
eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”
(Deu 6:4-9)
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“And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the
Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments of
the Lord and His statutes which I command you today for your good? Indeed
heaven and the highest heavens belong to the Lord your God, also the earth with
all that is in it.” (Deu 10:12-14)
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in
it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.
For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good
success. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be
afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
(Jos 1:8-9)
As for man, his days are like grass; as a flower of the field, so he flourishes. For
the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place remembers it no more. But
the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him,
and His righteousness to children’s children, to such as keep His covenant, and to
those who remember His commandments to do them. (Psa 103:15-18)
He is the Lord our God; His judgments are in all the earth. He remembers His
covenant forever, the word which He commanded, for a thousand generations,
the covenant which He made with Abraham, and His oath to Isaac, and confirmed
it to Jacob for a statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant, saying, “To you I
will give the land of Canaan as the allotment of your inheritance,” when they
were few in number, indeed very few, and strangers in it. (Psa 105:7-12)
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. (Psa 119:105)
I am Your servant; give me understanding, that I may know Your testimonies. It
is time for You to act, O Lord, for they have regarded Your law as void. Therefore
I love Your commandments more than gold, yes, than fine gold! Therefore all
Your precepts concerning all things I consider to be right; I hate every false way.
(Psa 119:125-128)
The righteousness of Your testimonies is everlasting; give me understanding, and
I shall live. (Psa 119:144)
Concerning Your testimonies, I have known of old that You have founded them
forever. (Psa 119:152)
The entirety of Your word is truth, and every one of Your righteous judgments
endures forever. (Psa 119:160)
Great peace have those who love Your law, and nothing causes them to stumble.
(Psa 119:165)
He who despises the word will be destroyed, but he who fears the commandment
will be rewarded. The law of the wise is a fountain of life, to turn one away from
the snares of death. (Pro 13:13-14)
Therefore, as the fire devours the stubble, and the flame consumes the chaff, so
their root will be as rottenness, and their blossom will ascend like dust; because
they have rejected the law of the Lord of hosts, and despised the word of the
Holy One of Israel. (Isa 5:24)
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“As for Me,” says the Lord, “this is My covenant with them: My Spirit who is upon
you, and My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart from your
mouth, nor from the mouth of your descendants, nor from the mouth of your
descendants’ descendants,” says the Lord, “from this time and forevermore.”
(Isa 59:21)
Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, let not the mighty
man glory in his might, nor let the rich man glory in his riches; but let him who
glories glory in this, that he understands and knows Me, that I AM the Lord,
exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth. For in these
I delight,” says the Lord. (Jer 9:23-24)
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven. Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the
Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you,
till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from
the law till all is fulfilled.” (Mat 5:16-18)
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.”
(Mat 24:35)
When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to
them, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what will it profit a man
if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in
exchange for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed
when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” (Mar 8:34-38)
Then His mother and brothers came to Him, and could not approach Him because
of the crowd. And it was told Him by some, who said, “Your mother and
Your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see You.” But He answered and
said to them, “My mother and My brothers are these who hear the word of God
and do it.” (Luk 8:19-21)
And it happened, as He spoke these things, that a certain woman from the crowd
raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the
breasts which nursed You!” But He said, “More than that, blessed are those who
hear the word of God and keep it!” (Luk 11:27-28)
“The law and the prophets were until John. Since that time the kingdom of God
has been preached, and everyone is pressing into it. And it is easier for heaven
and earth to pass away than for one tittle of the law to fail.” (Luk 16:16)
But the one who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, a
multitude being in that place. Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said
to him, “See, you have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come
upon you.” The man departed and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made
him well. (Joh 5:13-15)
“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to
you are spirit, and they are life. But there are some of you who do not believe.”
(Joh 6:63-64)
When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to
her, “Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?”
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She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you;
go and sin no more.” Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I AM the light of
the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of
life.” (Joh 8:10-12)
“A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me.
Because I live, you will live also. At that day you will know that I AM in My Father,
and you in Me, and I in you. He who has My commandments and keeps them, it
is he who loves Me. And he who loves ME will be loved by My Father, and I will
love him and manifest Myself to him.”
Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him,
“Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?”
Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word;
and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with
him. He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you
hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me. (Joh 14:19-24)
“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. If you keep My
commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s
commandments and abide in His love. These things I have spoken to you that My
joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full. This is My commandment,
that you love one another as I have loved you.” (Joh 15:9-12)
“They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them by Your
truth. Your word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them
into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be
sanctified by the truth.” (Joh 17:16-19)
Render to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs,
fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor. Owe no one anything except to love
one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law. (Rom 13:7-8)
For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in
him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. Now we
have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we
might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. These things we
also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit
teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man does not
receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he who is spiritual judges
all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. For “who has known the
mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ.
(1Co 2:11-16)
In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according
to the riches of His grace which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and
prudence, having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His
good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation of the
fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both
which are in heaven and which are on earth - in Him. In Him also we have
obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who
works all things according to the counsel of His will, that we who first trusted in
Christ should be to the praise of His glory. In Him you also trusted, after you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of
our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of
His glory. (Eph 1:7-14)
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Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun profane and idle
babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. (2Ti 2:15)
But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient
to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without selfcontrol, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its
power. And from such people turn away! (2Ti 3:1-5)
I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the
living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word!
Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all
longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching
ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears
away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. But you be watchful in all
things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
(2Ti 4:1-5)
Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But someone will say,
“You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your works, and
I will show you my faith by my works. For as the body without the spirit is dead,
so faith without works is dead also. (Jam 2:17-18,26)
Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother and
judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the
law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. There is one Lawgiver, who is able
to save and to destroy. Who are you to judge another? (Jam 4:11-12)
Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in
sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, having
been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of
God which lives and abides forever, because “All flesh is as grass, and all the
glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, and its flower falls
away, but the word of the Lord endures forever.” Now this is the word which was
preached to you. (1Pe 1:22-25)
Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil
speaking, as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow
thereby, if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious. (1Pe 2:1-3)
Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the
same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, that he no
longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the
will of God. (1Pe 4:1-2)
Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our
Lord, as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by
which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that
through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust. But also for this very reason, giving
all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge selfcontrol, to self-control perserverance, to perserverance godliness, to godliness
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.
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For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old
sins. Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election
sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so an entrance will be
supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. (2Pe 1:2-11)
My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if
anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.
And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for
the whole world. Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His
commandments. He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoever keeps His
word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in
Him. He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.
Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which
you have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which you
heard from the beginning. Again, a new commandment I write to you, which
thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the
true light is already shining. He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother,
is in darkness until now. He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is
no cause for stumbling in him. But he who hates his brother is in darkness and
walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness
has blinded his eyes. (1Jo 2:1-11)
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world – the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life – is not of the Father but is of the world.
And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God
abides forever. (1Jo 2:15-17)
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves
Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. By this we know that we
love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments. For
this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments
are not burdensome. For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this
is the victory that has overcome the world – our faith. Who is he who overcomes
the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? (1Jo 5:1-5)
We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of
God keeps himself, and the wicked one does not touch him. We know that we are
of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one. And we know
that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may
know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ.
This is the true God and eternal life. Little children, keep yourselves from idols.
Amen. (1Jo 5:18-21)
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