Cruel Tree
Shadows of the Cross
And out of the ground the Lord God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. (Gen 2:9)
Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and
keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the
garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Gen 2:15-17)
And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the
garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has
said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” (Gen 3:2-3)
And Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, “Put away the
foreign gods that are among you, purify yourselves, and change your garments.
Then let us arise and go to Bethel [house of God]; and I will make an altar there
to God, who answered me in the day of my distress and has been with me in the
way which I have gone.” So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods which were in
their hands, and the earrings which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under
the terebinth tree which was by Shechem [shoulder]. (Gen 35:2-4)
So Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in the land of Canaan, he and all
the people who were with him. And he built an altar there and called the place
El Bethel, because there God appeared to him when he fled from the face of his
brother. Now Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died, and she was buried below Bethel
under the terebinth tree. So the name of it was called Allon Bachuth [Terebinth of
weeping]. (Gen 35:6-8)
When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said to Joseph,
“I also was in my dream, and there were three white baskets on my head. In the
uppermost basket were all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, and the birds ate
them out of the basket on my head.” So Joseph answered and said, “This is the
interpretation of it: The three baskets are three days. Within three days Pharaoh
will lift off your head from you and hang you on a tree; and the birds will eat your
flesh from you.” (Gen 40:16-19)
{bread -> scripture, birds –> believers}
Jesus said:
“I AM the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this
bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which
I shall give for the life of the world.” (Joh 6:51)
Now there was no bread in all the land; for the famine was very severe, so that
the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan languished because of the famine. And
Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt and in the
land of Canaan, for the grain which they bought; and Joseph brought the money
into Pharaoh’s house. So when the money failed in the land of Egypt and in the
land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came to Joseph and said, “Give us bread, for
why should we die in your presence? For the money has failed.” Then Joseph
said, “Give your livestock, and I will give you bread for your livestock, if the
money is gone.” So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave
them bread in exchange for horses, the flocks, the cattle of the herds, and for the
donkeys. Thus he fed them with bread in exchange for all their livestock that
year.
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When that year ended, they came to him the next year and said to him, “We will
not hide from my lord that our money is gone; my lord also has our herds of
livestock. There is nothing left in the sight of my lord but our bodies and our
lands. Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and
our land for bread, and we and our land will be servants of Pharaoh; give us seed,
that we may live and not die, that the land may not be desolate.”
Then Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for every man of the
Egyptians sold his field, because the famine was severe upon them. So the land
became Pharaoh’s. And as for the people, he moved them into the cities, from
one end of the borders of Egypt to the other end. Only the land of the priests he
did not buy; for the priests had rations allotted to them by Pharaoh, and they ate
their rations which Pharaoh gave them; therefore they did not sell their lands.
Then Joseph said to the people, “Indeed I have bought you and your land this day
for Pharaoh. Look, here is seed for you, and you shall sow the land. And it shall
come to pass in the harvest that you shall give one-fifth to Pharaoh. Four-fifths
shall be your own, as seed for the field and for your food, for those of your
households and as food for your little ones.” So they said, “You have saved our
lives; let us find favor in the sight of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh’s servants.”
And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt to this day, that Pharaoh should
have one-fifth, except for the land of the priests only, which did not become
Pharaoh’s. (Gen 47:13-26)
{Compare the following: Pharaoh –> God, Joseph -> Jesus, Bread –> Scripture,
‘money and livestock’ – wealth of this world, ‘sow the land’ – Preach the Gospel,
The Harvest – Judgement Day, ‘he moved them into the cities’ – New Jerusalem,
Post famine lands – The new Creation = new heaven and the new Earth.}
But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you
have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. For the wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom 6:22-23)
Now, back to the trees!
So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea; then they went out into the
Wilderness of Shur. And they went three days in the wilderness and found no
water. Now when they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah,
for they were bitter. Therefore the name of it was called Marah [Bitter]. And the
people complained against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?” So he cried out
to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a tree. When he cast it into the waters,
the waters were made sweet. There He made a statute and an ordinance for
them, and there He tested them, and said, “If you diligently heed the voice of the
Lord your God and do what is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments
and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have
brought on the Egyptians. For I AM the Lord who heals you.” (Exo 15:22-26)
{Waters –> People, Bitter –> Sin, Tree -> The Cross, Sweet –> Righteousness}
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “This shall be the law of the leper for the
day of his cleansing: He shall be brought to the priest. And the priest shall go out
of the camp, and the priest shall examine him; and indeed, if the leprosy is
healed in the leper, then the priest shall command to take for him who is to be
cleansed two living and clean birds, cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop. And the
priest shall command that one of the birds be killed in an earthern vessel over
running water.
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As for the living bird, he shall take it, the cedar wood and the scarlet and the
hyssop, and dip them and the living bird in the blood of the bird that was killed
over the running water. And he shall sprinkle it seven times on him who is to be
cleansed from the leprosy, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living
bird loose in the open field. (Lev 14:1-7)
{Cedar wood -> The Cross, Killed bird -> Jesus, Living bird -> Believer}
Now the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, “This is the ordinance of the law
which the Lord has commanded, saying: ‘Speak to the children of Israel, that
they bring you a red heifer without blemish, in which there is no defect and on
which a yoke has never come. You shall give it to Eleazar the priest, that he may
take it outside the camp, and it shall be slaughtered before him; and Eleazar the
priest shall take some of its blood with his finger, and sprinkle some of its blood
seven times directly in front of the tabernacle of meeting. Then the heifer shall be
burned in his sight: its hide, its flesh, its blood, and its offal shall be burned.
And the priest shall take cedar wood and hyssop and scarlet, and cast them into
the midst of the fire burning the heifer. Then the priest shall wash his clothes,
he shall bathe in water, and afterward he shall come into the camp; the priest
shall be unclean until evening. And the one who burns it shall wash his clothes in
water, bathe in water, and shall be unclean until evening. Then a man who is
clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer, and store them outside the camp in
a clean place; and they shall be kept for the congregation of the children of Israel
for the water of purification; it is for purifying from sin.’ ” (Num 19:1-9)
{Red heifer -> Jesus, Cedar wood -> The Cross, ‘take it outside the camp’ ->
outside the city of Jerusalem, ‘a man who is clean’ -> Joseph of Arimathea, ‘store
them outside the camp in a clean place’ -> placed Jesus’ body in his new tomb}
Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; and the soul of the people became very discouraged on the
way. And the people spoke against God and against Moses: “Why have you
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread.” So the Lord sent fiery serpents
among the people, and they bit the people; and many of the people died.
Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, “We have sinned, for we have
spoken against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord that He take away the
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. Then the Lord said to Moses,
“Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is
bitten, when he looks at it, shall live.” So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put
it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the
bronze serpent, he lived. (Num 21:1-9)
{The bronze serpent -> Jesus became Sin and died for us, ‘a pole’ -> The Cross,
‘bitten by a fiery serpent’ -> an unsaved person who is unrighteous with sin,
‘looking at the bronze serpent’ -> Looking to Jesus for salvation}
“Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, you who have escaped
from the nations. They have no knowledge, who carry the wood of their carved
image, and pray to a god that cannot save. Tell and bring forth your case;
yes, let them take counsel together. Who has declared this from ancient time?
Who has told it from that time? Have not I, the Lord? And there is no other God
besides Me, a just God and a Saviour; there is none besides Me. Look to Me, and
be saved, all you ends of the earth! For I AM God, and there is no other.
I have sworn by Myself; the word has gone out of My mouth in righteousness,
and shall not return, that to Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall take an
oath.” (Isa 45:20-23)
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“No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is,
the Son of Man who is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life.” (Joh 3:13-16)
“These are the statutes and judgments which you shall be careful to observe in
the land which the Lord God of your fathers is giving you to possess, all the days
that you live on the earth. You shall utterly destroy all the places where the
nations which you shall dispossess served their gods, on the high mountains and
on the hills and under every green tree. And you shall destroy their altars, break
their sacred pillars, and burn their wooden images with fire; you shall cut down
the carved images of their gods and destroy their names from that place.
You shall not worship the Lord your God with such things.” (Deu 12:1-4)
“If a man has committed a sin deserving of death, and he is put to death, and
you hang him on a tree, his body shall not remain overnight on the tree, but you
shall surely bury him that day, so that you do not defile the land which the Lord
your God is giving you as an inheritance; for he who is hanged is accursed of
God.” (Deu 21:22-23)
So Joshua burned Ai and made it a heap forever, a desolation to this day. And the
king of Ai he hanged on a tree until evening. And as soon as the sun was down,
Joshua commanded that they should take his corpse down from the tree, cast it
at the entrance of the gate of the city, and raise over it a great heap of stones
that remains to this day. (Jos 8:28-29)
Then Joshua said, “Open the mouth of the cave, and bring out those five kings to
me from the cave.” And they did so, and brought out those five kings to him
from the cave: the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth,
the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. So it was, when they brought out
those kings to Joshua, that Joshua called for all the men of Israel, and said to the
captains of the men of war who went with him, “Come near, put your feet on the
necks of these kings.” And they drew near and put their feet on their necks.
Then Joshua said to them, “Do not be afraid, nor be dismayed; be strong and of
good courage, for thus the Lord will do to all your enemies against whom you
fight.” And afterward Joshua struck them and killed them, and hanged them on
five trees; and they were hanging on the trees until evening. So it was at the
time of the going down of the sun that Joshua commanded, and they took them
down from the trees, cast them into the cave where they had been hidden, and
laid large stones against the cave’s mouth, which remain until this very day.
(Jos 10:22-27)
“Also the Lord tells you [David] that He will make you a house. When your days
are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your Seed after you, who
will come from your body, and I will establish His kingdom. He shall build a house
for My name, and I will establish the throne of His Kingdom forever. I will be His
Father, and He shall be My Son. If He commits iniquity, I will chasten Him with
the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men. But My mercy shall not
depart from Him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from before you.
And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you.
Your throne shall be established forever.” (2Sa 7:11-16)
{Jesus was innocent of sin, but He retained all the (iniquity) ‘Sins of the World’
on the Cross. ‘the blows of the sons of men’ - He was scourged by the Romans
before He was crucified on the Cross – ‘chasten Him with the rod of men’.}
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“He has stripped me of my glory, and taken the crown from my head. He breaks
me down on every side, and I am gone; my hope He has uprooted like a tree.”
(Job 19:9-10)
“As drought and heat consume the snow waters, so the grave consumes those
who have sinned. The womb should forget him, the worm should feed sweetly on
him; he should be remembered no more, and wickedness should be broken like a
tree.” (Job 24:19-20)
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil;
for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. (Psa 23:4)
Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who gains understanding;
for her proceeds are better than the profits of silver, and her gain than fine gold.
She is more precious than rubies, and all things you may desire cannot compare
with her. Length of days is in her right hand, in her left hand riches and honor.
Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of
life to those who take hold of her, and happy are all who retain her. The Lord by
wisdom founded the earth; by understanding He established the heavens;
by His knowledge the depths were broken up, and clouds drop down the dew.
My son, let them not depart from your eyes – keep sound wisdom and discretion;
so they will be life to your soul and grace to your neck. Then you will walk safely
in your way, and your foot will not stumble. When you lie down, you will not be
afraid; yes, you will lie down and your sleep will be sweet. Do not be afraid of
sudden terror, nor of trouble from the wicked when it comes; for the Lord will be
your confidence, and will keep your foot from being caught. (Pro 3:13-26)
Wisdom is found on the lips of him who has understanding, but a rod is for the
back of him who is devoid of understanding. (Pro 10:13)
The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise.
(Pro 11:30)
A whip for the horse, a bridle for the donkey, and a rod for the fool’s back.
(Pro 26:3)
The words of the wise are like goads, and the words of scholars are like welldriven nails, given by one Shepherd. (Ecc 12:11)
Now the Lord gave me knowledge of it, and I know it; for You showed me their
doings. But I was like a docile lamb brought to the slaughter; and I did not know
that they had devised schemes against me, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with
its fruit, and let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name may be
remembered no more.” (Jer 11:18-19)
And one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, said to them, “You know
nothing at all, nor do you consider that it is expedient for us that one man should
die for the people, and not that the whole nation should perish.” Now this he did
not say on his own authority; but being high priest that year he prophesied that
Jesus would die for the nation, and not for that nation only, but also that He
would gather together in one the children of God who were scattered abroad.
Then from that day on, they plotted to put Him to death. (Joh 11:49-53)
I am the man who has seen affliction by the rod of His wrath. He has led me and
made me walk in darkness and not in light. Surely He has turned His hand
against me, time and time again throughout the day. (Lam 3:1-3)
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When morning came, all the chief priests and elders of the people plotted against
Jesus to put Him to death. And when they had bound Him, they led Him away and
delivered Him to Pontius Pilate the governor. Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing
that He had been condemned, was remorseful and brought back the thirty pieces
of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, “I have sinned by betraying
innocent blood.” And they said, “What is that to us? You see to it!” Then he
threw down the pieces of silver in the temple and departed, and went and hanged
himself. But the chief priests took the silver pieces and said, “It is not lawful to
put them into the treasury, because they are the price of blood.” And they
consulted together and bought with them the potter’s field, to bury strangers in.
Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was
fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “And they took the
thirty pieces of silver, the value of Him who was priced, whom they of the
children of Israel priced, and gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed
me.” [Zec 11:12-13] (Mat 27:1-10)
After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the
Scripture might be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!” Now a vessel full of sour wine was
sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it
to His mouth. So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!”
And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. Therefore, because it was the
Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath
(for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be
broken, and that they might be taken away. Then the soldiers came and broke
the legs of the first and of the other who was crucified with Him. But when they
came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. But
one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and
water came out. And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true;
and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you may believe. For these
things were done that the Scriptures should be fulfilled, “Not one of His bones
shall be broken.” [Psa 34:20] And another Scripture says, “They shall look on Him
whom they pierced.” [Psa 22:16 & Lam 3:13-14 & Zec 12:10] (Joh 19:28-37)
“The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a
tree.” (Act 5:30)
“And we are witnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews and
in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a tree. Him God raised up on the
third day, and showed Him openly, not to all the people, but to witnesses chosen
before by God, even to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the
dead.” (Act 10:39-41 and Act 13:27-31)
Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us
(for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”), that the blessing of
Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith. (Gal 3:13-14)
But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable
before God. For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: “Who committed no sin,
nor was deceit found in His mouth”; who when He was reviled, did not revile in
return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who
judges righteously; who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that
we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness – by whose stripes you were
healed. (1Pe 2:20-24)
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