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Conscience

And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or
of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know
anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucifed. I was with you in
weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching were
not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit
and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the
power of God.

However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of
this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. But we speak
the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before
the ages for our glory, which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they
known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But as it is written:

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart
of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”

But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all
things, yes, the deep things of God. For what man knows the things of a man
except the spirit of the man which is in him?  Even so no one knows the things of
God except the Spirit of God.

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God,
that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. These
things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the
Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no
one. For ‘who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?’
But we have the mind of Christ.  (1Co 2:1-16)

Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. And
when they had set her in the midst, they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman was
caught in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that
such should be stoned. But what do You say?”

This they said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse
Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though
He did not hear. So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and
said to them, “He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her
first.”  And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. Then those who
heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning
with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman
standing in the midst.

When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to
her, “Woman, where are those accusers of yours?  Has no one condemned you?”
She said, “No one, Lord.”  And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you;
go and sin no more.”

Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I AM the light of the world. He who
follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”  (Joh 8:3-12)
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Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, “Men and brethren, I have
lived in all good conscience before God until this day.”  (Act 23:1)

“But this I confess to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect, so I
worship the God of my fathers, believeing all things which are written in the Law
and in the Prophets. I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept,
that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.
This being so, I myself always strive to have a conscience without offense
toward God and men.”  (Act 24:14-16)

For as many as have sinned without the law will also perish without law, and as
many as have sinned in the law will be judged by the law (for not the hearers of
the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified;
for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law,
these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, who show the work
of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and
between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them) in the day
when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.
(Rom 2:12-16)

I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me
witness in the Holy Spirit, that I have great sorrow and continual grief in my
heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren,
my countrymen according to the flesh, who are Israelites, to whom pertain the
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and
the promises; of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh,
Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen.  (Rom 9:1-5)

Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore
whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist
will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but
to evil.

Do you want to be unafraid of the authority?  Do what is good, and you will have
praise from the same. For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil,
be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister,
an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. Therefore you must be
subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience’ sake.

For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending
continually to this very thing. Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom
taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom
honor. Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another
has fulfilled the law.  (Rom 13:1-8)

Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things.
For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables.
Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him who does not
eat judge him who eats; for God has received him. (Rom 14:1-3)

Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to
put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way. I know and am
convinced by the Lord Jesus that there is nothing unclean of itself; but to him
who considers anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean. Yet if your brother is
grieved because of your food, you are no longer walking in love.
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Do not destroy with your food the one for whom Christ died. Therefore do not let
your good be spoken of as evil; for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking,
but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. For he who serves Christ
in these things is acceptable to God and approved by men. Therefore let us
pursue the things by which make for peace and the things by which one may
edify another. Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All things
indeed are pure, but it is evil for the man who eats with offense.

It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which your
brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak. Do you have faith?  Have it to
yourself before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he
approves. But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat
from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin.  (Rom 14:13-23)

Now concerning things offered to idols: We know that we all have knowledge.
Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies. And if anyone thinks that he knows
anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know. But if anyone loves God,
this one is known by Him. Therefore concerning the eating of things offered to
idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is no other God
but one. For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth
(as there are many gods and many lords), yet for us there is one God, the Father,
of whom are all things, and we for Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom
are all things, and through whom we live.

However, there is not in everyone that knowledge; for some, with consciousness
of the idol, until now eat it as a thing offered to an idol; and their conscience,
being weak, is defiled. But food does not commend us to God; for neither if we
eat are we the better, nor if we do not eat are we the worse. But beware lest
somehow this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to those who are weak.

For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will not
the conscience of him who is weak be emboldened to eat those things
offered to idols?  And because of your knowledge shall the weak brother perish,
for whom Christ died?  But when you thus sin against the brethren, and
wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food
makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I make my brother
stumble.  (1Co 8:1-13)

All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for
me, but not all things edify. Let no one seek his own, but each one the other’s
well-being. Eat whatever is sold in the meat market, asking no questions
for conscience’ sake; for “the earth is the Lord’s, and all its fullness.”

If any of those who do not believe invites you to dinner, and you desire to go,
eat whatever is set before you, asking no question for conscience sake.
But if anyone says to you, “This was offered to idols,”  do not eat it for the
sake of the one who told you, and for conscience’ sake; for “the earth is the
Lord’s, and all its fullness.”

“Conscience,” I say, not your own, but that of the other. For why is my liberty
judged by another man’s conscience? But if I partake with thanks, why am I
evil spoken of for the food over which I give thanks?  Therefore, whether you eat
or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. Give no offense, either to
the Jews or to the Greeks or to the church of God, just as I also please all men in
all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be
saved.  Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ. (1Co 10:23 - 11:1)



4

Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith,
giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking lies in
hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, forbidding
to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be
received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. For every
creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with
thanksgiving; for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.  (1Ti 4:1-5)

For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially
those of the circumcision, whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole
households, teaching things which they ought not, for the sake of dishonest gain.
One of them, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts,
lazy gluttons.”  This testimony is true.

Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, not giving
heed to Jewish fables and commandments of men who turn from the truth.
To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and
unbelieving nothing is pure; but even their mind and conscience are
defiled. They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being
abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for every good work. (Tit 1:10-16)

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Do not be carried about
with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established by
grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied by
them. We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right
to eat. For the bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary
by the high priest for sin, are burned outside the camp.

Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood,
suffered outside the gate. Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp,
bearing His reproach. For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to
come.

Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the
fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. But do not forget to do good and to
share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your
souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with
grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. Pray for us; for we are confident
that we have a good conscience, in all things desiring to live honorably.
But I especially urge you to do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner.
(Heb 13:8-19)

For our boasting is this: the testimony of our conscience, that we
conducted ourselves in the world in simplicity and godly sincerity, not
with fleshly wisdom but by the grace of God, and more abundantly
toward you. For we are not writing any other things to you than what you read
or understand. Now I trust you will understand, even to the end (as also you have
understood us in part), that we are your boast as you also are ours, in the day of
the Lord Jesus.  (2Co 1:12-14)

Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not
lose heart. But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not
walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by
manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s
conscience in the sight of God.
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But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, whose
minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them. For
we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your
bondservants for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who commanded light to shine out
of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen
vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.
(2Co 4:1-7)

For we walk by faith, not by sight. We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to
be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. Therefore we make it
our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. For we must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things
done in the body, according to what he had done, whether good or bad.
Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are
well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences.
(2Co 5:7-11)

As I urged you when I went into Macedonia – remain in Ephesus that you may
charge some that they teach no other doctrine, nor give heed to fables and
endless genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly edification which is
in faith. Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart,
from a good conscience, and from sincere faith, from which some, having
strayed, have turned aside to idle talk, desiring to be teachers of the law,
understanding neither what they say nor the things which they affirm.

But we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully, knowing this: that the
law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and insubordinate,
for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of
fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, for fornicators, for sodomites,
for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is
contrary to sound doctrine, according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God
which was committed to my trust.  (1Ti 1:3-11)

This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously
made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare,
having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected,
concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck, of whom are Hymenaeus and
Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme.
(1Ti 1:18-20)

This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop, he desires a
good work. A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife,
temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; not given
to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not
covetous; one who rules his own house well, having his children in submission
with all reverence (for if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how
will he take care of the church of God?); not a novice, lest being puffed up with
pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil. Moreover he must have a
good testimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the
snare of the devil. Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not
given to much wine, not greedy for money, holding the mystery of the faith
with a pure conscience. But let these also first be tested; then let them serve
as deacons, being found blameless.
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Likewise their wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all
things. Let deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their
own houses well. For those who have served well as deacons obtain for
themselves a good standing and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ
Jesus.  (1Ti 3:1-13)

I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did,
as without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day, greatly desiring
to see you, being mindful of your tears, that I may be filled with joy, when I call
to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.
Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the
laying on of my hands. For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and
of love and of a sound mind.  (2Ti 1:3-7)

The Holy Spirit indicating this, that the way into the Holiest of All was not yet
made manifest while the first tabernacle was still standing. It was symbolic for
the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices are offered which
cannot make him who performed the service perfect in regard to the
conscience – concerned only with food and drinks, various washings, and
fleshly ordinances imposed until the time of reformation.

But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and
more perfect tabernacle not made with human hands, that is, not of this creation.
Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the
Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood
of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for
the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death,
for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who
are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.  (Heb 9:8-15)

Now where there is remission of these, there is no longer an offering for sin.
Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus,
by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is,
His flesh, and having a High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a
true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the
confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. And let
us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no
longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment,
and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. Anyone who has rejected
Moses’ law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. Of
how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has
trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which
he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?
(Heb 10:18-29)
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But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own
special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the
people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.
Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which
war against the soul, having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that
when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which
they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation. Therefore submit yourselves to
every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, or
to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers
and for the praise of those who do good. For this is the will of God, that by doing
good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men – as free, yet not using
liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. Honor all people. Love the
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.

Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to the good and
gentle, but also to the harsh. For this is commendable, if because of
conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. For what
credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently?  But
when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before
God.  (1Pe 2:9-20)

Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as
brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; not returning evil for evil or reviling for
reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that
you may inherit a blessing. For, “He who would love life and see good days, let
him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips from speaking deceit. Let him turn
away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the
Lord are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their prayers; but the face of
the Lord is against those who do evil.”

And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? But
even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. “And do not be
afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.” But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts,
and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; having a good conscience, that
when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ
may be ashamed. For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good
than for doing evil.  (1Pe 3:8-17)

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring
us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, by whom
also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, who formerly were
disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while
the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is eight souls, were saved
through water. There is also an antitype which now saves us – baptism (not the
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience
toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into
heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having
been made subject to Him. Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh,
arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has
ceased from sin, that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for
the lusts of men, but for the will of God.  (1Pe 3:18 - 4:2)
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