
Clay and Iron

In Daniel chapter two, we read about Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of an image,
made from different materials, which represented kingdoms which would rule
over Jerusalem. The head of gold represented the Babylonian kingdom. The chest
and arms of silver = the Medo-Persian kingdom. The belly and thighs of bronze =
the Greek kingdom. The legs of iron = the Roman kingdom. The feet partly of
clay and partly of iron = the Roman and Jewish rule of Jerusalem, whilst Jesus
was living and ministering in Israel. The stone which was cut without hands,
which struck the image and broke it into fine dust, is Jesus Christ the Son of God.

“And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which
shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it
shall break in pieces and consume all the kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.”
(Dan 2:44 compare this with Mat 21:44)

Clay and Iron – King Herod and Pontius Pilate

“Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, the
kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you
saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay. And as the toes of the feet were partly of
iron and partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile.”
(Dan 2:41-42)

When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked if the Man were a Galilean. And as soon as
he knew that He belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who was
also in Jerusalem at that time. Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly
glad; for he had desired for a long time to see Him, because he had heard many
things about Him, and he hoped to see some miracle done by Him. Then he
questioned Him with many words, but He answered him nothing. And the chief
priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused Him. Then Herod, with his men
of war, treated Him with contempt and mocked Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous
robe, and sent Him back to Pilate. That very day Pilate and Herod became friends
with each other, for previously they had been at enmity with each other.
(Luk 23:6-12)

And Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place; for Jesus often met there
with His disciples. Then Judas, having received a detachment of troops, and
officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches
and weapons.  (Joh 18:2-3)

And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all that the
chief priests and elders had said to them. So when they heard that, they raised
their voice to God with one accord and said: “Lord, You are God, who made
heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them, who by the mouth of Your
servant David have said: ‘Why did the nations rage, and the people plot vain
things?  The kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers were gathered
together against the LORD and against His Christ.’ [Psa 2:2-3] For truly against
Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with
the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together to do whatever
Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. Now, Lord, look on
their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak
Your word, by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may
be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.”  (Act 4:23-30)
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