Begging for bread
My father used to say that there was no miracle at the feeding of the 5000. He
claimed that the people had secretly brought along food with them, when they
went out to listen to Jesus preaching. That it was only after the bread was broken
and distributed, that they took out their own food and began to eat. I wonder if
he really thought about this. If one goes to a concert today how many people
prepare food and drink to take along before they go. Aren’t people usually more
focussed on what that immediate attraction may be, and food is an after thought?
If we look at the miracles where bread was blessed and people were fed :1) Elisha fed 100 men with 20 barley loaves – 2Kings 4:42-44
2) Jesus fed 4000 men with 7 loaves – Matthew 15:32-38
3) Jesus fed 5000 men with 5 loaves – Matthew 14:13-21
These figures only mention the men who ate and does not include the women and
children who were also present.
If we fit a curve to the data points, the equation y = ( 13.333x‚ - 660x + 7967 )
where y = men fed and x = loaves.

One chap pointed out to me that the curve goes negative after 20 loaves, but
does one really require a miracle to feed zero men with twenty one loaves of
bread? He wasn’t understanding the lesson in that the less we have, the more the
Lord can provide for us. Is this a resonable conclusion to make?
And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the LORD
God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these
years, except at my word.” Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying,
“Get away from here and turn eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith, which
flows into the Jordan. And it will be that you shall drink from the brook, and I
have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” So he went and did according to
the word of the LORD, for he went and stayed by the Brook Cherith, which flows
into the Jordan. The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and
bread and meat in the evening; and he drank from the brook. And it happened
after a while that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land.
(1Ki 17:1-7)

This was a strange arrangement because the bread and meat for the prophet,
was delivered by birds; and it was also of a type which is considered an
abomination under the laws implemented by Moses, found in Leviticus 11:15!
Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “Arise, go to Zarephath, which
belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. See, I have commanded a widow there to
provide for you.” So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the
gate of the city, indeed a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her
and said, “Please bring me a little water in a cup, that I may drink.” And as she
was going to get it, he called to her and said, “Please bring me a morsel of bread
in your hand.” So she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I do not have bread,
only a handful of flour in a bin, and a little oil in a jar; and see, I am gathering a
couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we
may eat it and die.” And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have
said, but make me a small cake from it first, and bring it to me; and afterward
make some for yourself and your son. For thus says the LORD God of Israel:
‘The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day
the LORD sends rain on the earth.’ ” So she went away and did according to the
word of Elijah; and she and he and her household ate for many days. The bin of
flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil run dry, according to the word of the
LORD which He spoke by Elijah. (1Ki 17:8-16)
Here the widow did not have any bread to give the prophet. She had to place her
trust in God’s Word, make the small loaf with the last food which she had and
give it to the prophet, before she saw the manifestation of the provision of God.
Let’s consider another occasion when the LORD provided food to the hungry.
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you. And
the people shall go out and gather a certain quota every day, that I may test
them, whether they will walk in My law or not. And it shall be on the sixth day
that they shall prepare what they bring in, and it shall be twice as much as they
gather daily.” (Exo 16:4-5)
And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “I have heard the complaints of the
children of Israel. Speak to them, saying, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in
the morning you shall be filled with bread. And you shall know that I AM the
LORD your God.’ ” So it was that quails came up at evening and covered the
camp, and in the morning the dew lay all around the camp. And when the layer of
dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness, was a small round substance,
as fine as frost on the ground. So when the children of Israel saw it, they said to
one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to
them, “This is the bread which the LORD has given you to eat. This is the thing
which the LORD has commanded: ‘Let every man gather it according to each
one’s need, one omer for each person, according to the number of persons; let
every man take for those who are in his tent.’ ” Then the children of Israel did so
and gathered, some more, some less. So when they measured it by omers, he
who gathered much had nothing left over, and he who gathered little had no lack.
Every man had gathered according to each one’s need. (Exo 16:11-18)
And the house of Israel called its name Manna. And it was like white coriander
seed, and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey. Then Moses said, “This
is the thing which the LORD has commanded: ‘Fill an omer with it, to be kept for
your generations, that they may see the bread with which I fed you in the
wilderness, when I brought you out of the land of Egypt.’ ” And Moses said to
Aaron, “Take a pot and put an omer of manna in it, and lay it up before the
LORD, to be kept for your generations.”

As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the Testimony, to be
kept. And the children ate manna forty years, until they came to the border of the
land of Canaan. Now an omer is one-tenth of an ephah. (Exo 16:31-36)
“Every commandment which I command you today you must be careful to
observe, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land of which
the LORD swore to your fathers. “And you shall remember that the LORD your
God led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and
test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His
commandments or not. So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you
with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might
make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every
word that proceeds from the mouth of the LORD. Your garments did not wear out
on you, nor did your foot swell these forty years. You should know in your heart
that as a man chastens his son, so the LORD your God chastens you. Therefore
you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God, to walk in His ways
and to fear Him.” (Deu 8:1-6)
So it was, when all the kings of the Amorites who were on the west side of the
Jordan, and all the kings of the Canaanites who were by the sea, heard that the
LORD had dried up the waters of the Jordan from before the children of Israel
until we had crossed over, that their heart melted; and there was no spirit in
them any longer because of the children of Israel. At that time the LORD said to
Joshua, “Make flint knives for yourself, and circumcise the sons of Israel again the
second time.” So Joshua made flint knives for himself, and circumcised the sons
of Israel at the hill of the foreskins. And this is the reason why Joshua circumcised
them: All the people who came out of Egypt who were males, all the men of war,
had died in the wilderness on the way, after they had come out of Egypt. For all
the people who came out had been circumcised, but all the people born in the
wilderness, on the way as they came out of Egypt, had not been circumcised. For
the children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the people who
were men of war, who came out of Egypt, were consumed, because they did not
obey the voice of the LORD – to whom the LORD swore that He would not show
them the land which the LORD had sworn to their fathers that He would give us,
“a land flowing with milk and honey.”
Then Joshua circumcised their sons whom He raised up in their place; for they
were uncircumcised, because they had not been circumcised on the way. So it
was, when they had finished circumcising the people, that they stayed in their
places in the camp till they were healed. Then the LORD said to Joshua, “This day
I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.” Therefore the name of this
place is called Gilgal to this day. Now the children of Israel camped in Gilgal, and
kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight on the plains of
Jericho. And they ate of the produce of the land on the day after the Passover,
unleavened bread and parched grain, on the very same day. Then the manna
ceased on the day after they had eaten the produce of the land; and the children
of Israel no longer had manna, but they ate the food of the land of Canaan that
year. (Jos 5:1-12)
The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, and He delights in his way.
Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; for the LORD upholds him with
His hand. I have been young, and now am old; yet I have not seen the righteous
forsaken, nor his descendants begging bread. He is ever merciful, and lends;
and his descendants are blessed. (Psa 37:23-26)
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