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Double Bluff

There is a Monty Python sketch, where a man pays good money just to take part
in an argument, but he ends up in the wrong room and suffers physical abuse.
We can do a similar thing today, by taking part in discussion forums on the
internet. All one has to say, is that you believe that the Bible is the Word of God.

For I am full of words; the spirit within me compels me. Indeed my belly is like
wine that has no vent; it is ready to burst like new wineskins. I will speak, that I
may find relief; I must open my lips and answer. Let me not, I pray, show
partiality to anyone; nor let me flatter any man. For I do not know how to flatter,
else my Maker would soon take me away.  (Job 32:18-22)

Those who trust in their wealth and boast in the multitude of their riches, none of
them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him –
for the redemption of their souls is costly, and it shall cease forever – that he
should continue to live eternally, and not see the Pit. For he sees wise men die;
likewise the fool and the senseless person perish, and leave their wealth to
others. Their inner thought is that their houses will last forever, their dwelling
places to all generations; they call their lands after their own names.
Nevertheless man, though in honor, does not remain; he is like the beasts that
perish. This is the way of those who are foolish, and of their posterity who
approve their sayings. Selah.  (Psa 49:6-13)

All day they twist my words; all their thoughts are against me for evil.  (Psa 56:5)

How long will you attack a man?  You shall be slain, all of you, like a leaning wall
and a tottering fence. They only consult to cast him down from his high position;
they delight in lies; they bless with their mouth, but they curse inwardly.
(Psa 62:3-4)

I believe that the animosity is caused by ignorance in the Word of God. There is
also a problem in that people do not understand what they are, and that there
are two deaths mentioned in Scripture, for which the same word ‘death’ is used.

I see a living person as a being composed in three parts :-
1) We have a body, the visible component.
2) We have a spirit / soul, the invisible component.
3) We have energy / power, to act, perform tasks, and do work.

The body is like a clay pot, a tent or house, the dwelling place of the spirit which
decays in death. The spirit of a person makes them unique, and determines the
way they respond and act. The spirit of a person does not die in death, but waits
for Resurrection and Judgement. If I moved a box which was standing on the
floor and put it on top of a cupboard. The power which lifted the box was from my
body; but our power comes from God, and we lose this power when we die. The
life of a being is it its blood. So in death we are a spirit, separated from our body
and without the power / ability to perform any function or task for ourselves.

God has spoken once, twice I have heard this: That power belongs to God. Also
to You, O Lord, belongs mercy; for You render to each one according to his work.
(Psa 62:11-12)

O God, You are more awesome than Your holy places. The God of Israel is He
who gives strength and power to His people.  Blessed be God!  (Psa 68:35)
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I would like to define the two deaths, and make use of an abbreviation (ANH) to
indicate which death is being referred to in the scriptures.

1st Death
The death referred to in Psalm 49 above, is the first death we all suffer when our
bodies die. At this event our body ceases to function and turns back into the dust
of the earth it was made from. This event marks the end of our lifetime on earth.

2nd Death – (ANH)
The second death refers to the total annihilation of a person, spirit soul and body.
This is the final death of a person who is judged unrighteous. The dictionary says
that it is: (Physics) the conversion of particle and antiparticle into radiation; and
(Theology) the destruction of soul as well as body.

The Sanctuary
The third topic to bear in mind, is that the sanctuary as constructed by Moses, is
a representation of the relationship between Jesus Christ and the believer.
The Altar is compared to ‘The Cross of Jesus Christ’, where the final blood
sacrifice, the perfect payment for Sin was made. The washing basin or bath, is a
symbol for ‘the baptism’ of a believer and their personal repentance from Sin.

Baptism represents a person lying down and dying to Sin as with Christ, and they
are raised from the water, to a new life as a born again person living for God.
The tent which contained: the lampstand; incense burner; the table of
shewbread; the ark of the testimony of witness (ark of the covenant); is symbolic
of ‘the body’ of a born-again believer in God.

The lampstand and light, represents God’s wisdom. The burning incense, as their
prayers to God. The table of shewbread as their knowledge of the scriptures. The
light of the presence of God, above the ark of the covenant, is the Holy Spirit of
God living within the believer. The Ark of the Covenant, represents the believers
heart, in which is written the Ten Commandment Law of God.

When reading the following scriptures, consider them from these viewpoints.

So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male
and female He created them.  (Gen 1:27)

And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.  (Gen 2:7)

And the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”  The woman
said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  (Gen 3:13)

“In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for
out of it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust you shall return.”
(Gen 3:19)

Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and
pitched his tent even as far as Sodom. But the men of Sodom were exceedingly
wicked and sinful against the Lord.  (Gen 13:12-13)

Then Abram moved his tent, and went and dwelt by the terebinth trees of Mamre,
which are in Hebron, and built an altar there to the Lord.  (Gen 13:18)

Note the correlation between their spiritual and physical dwellings!
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Then he {Isaac} went up from there to Beersheba. And the Lord appeared to him
the same night and said, “I AM the God of your father Abraham; do not fear, for
I AM with you. I will bless you and multiply your descendants for My servant
Abraham’s sake.”  So he built an altar there and called on the name of the Lord,
and he pitched his tent there; and there Isaac’s servants dug a well.
(Gen 26:23-25)

So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was thick darkness in
all the land of Egypt three days. They did not see one another; nor did anyone
rise from his place for three days. But all the children of Israel had light in their
dwellings.  (Exo 10:22-23)    {Water and light represents, spiritual wisdom!}

“And you shall raise up the tabernacle according to its pattern which you were
shown on the mountain.”  (Exo 26:30)

Then he made a covering for the tent of ram skins dyed red, and a covering of
badger skins above that.  (Exo 36:19) {Red indicates a cover of sacrifical blood!}

Thus all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting was finished. And the
children of Israel did according to all that the Lord had commanded Moses; so
they did.  (Exo 39:32)

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “On the first day of the first month you
shall set up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. You shall put in it the ark of the
Testimony, and partition off the ark with the veil. You shall bring in the table and
arrange the things that are to be set in order on it; and you shall bring in the
lampstand and light its lamps. You shall also set up the altar of gold for the
incense before the ark of the Testimony, and put up the screen for the door of the
tabernacle. Then you shall set the altar of the burnt offering before the door of
the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. And you shall set the laver between the
tabernacle of meeting and the altar, and put water in it. You shall set up the court
all around, and hang up the screen at the court gate. And you shall take the
anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it; and you shall hallow it
and all its utensils, and it shall be holy. You shall anoint the altar of the burnt
offering and all its utensils, and consecrate the altar. The altar shall be most holy.
And you shall anoint the laver and its base, and consecrate it. Then you shall
bring Aaron and his sons to the door of the tabernacle of meeting {Jesus} and
wash them with water {baptism}. You shall put the holy garments on Aaron, and
anoint him and consecrate him, that he may minister to Me as priest. And you
shall bring his sons and clothe them with tunics. You shall anoint them, as you
anointed their father, that they may minister to Me as priests; for their anointing
shall surely be an everlasting priesthood throughout their generations.”
(Exo 40:1-15)

“This shall be a perpetual statute throughout your generations in all your
dwellings: you shall eat neither fat nor blood.”  (Lev 3:17)

“A fire shall always be burning on the altar; it shall never go out.”  (Lev 6:13)

“Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘You shall not eat any fat, of ox or sheep
or goat… Moreover you shall not eat any blood in any of your dwellings, whether
of bird or beast. Whoever eats any blood, that person shall be cut off from his
people.’ ”   (Lev 7:23,26-27)

“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar
to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for
the soul.”  (Lev 17:11)
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“Six days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a
holy convocation. You shall do no work on it; it is the Sabbath of the Lord in all
your dwellings.”  (Lev 23:3)

And He said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the
Sabbath. Therefore the Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.”  (Mar 2:27-28)

“The appointed duty of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest is the oil for the light,
the sweet incense, the daily grain offering {shewbread}, the anointing oil, the
oversight of all the tabernacle, of all that is in it, with the sanctuary and its
furnishings.”  (Num 4:16)

And the Angel of the Lord appeared to him {Moses} in a flame of fire from the
midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but
the bush was not consumed.  (Exo 3:2)

Now on the day that the tabernacle was raised up, the cloud covered the
tabernacle, the tent of the Testimony; from evening until morning it was above
the tabernacle like the appearance of fire. So it was always: the cloud covered it
by day, and the appearance of fire by night.  (Num 9:15-16)

When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and purged
the blood of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and by the spirit
of burning, then the Lord will create above every dwelling place of Mount Zion,
and above her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming
fire by night. For over all the glory there will be a covering. And there will be
a tabernacle for shade in the daytime from the heat, for a place of refuge, and for
a shelter from storm and rain.  (Isa 4:5-6)

When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one
place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty
wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared
to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues as the
Spirit gave them utterence.  (Act 2:1-3)    {Believers are tents of testimony!}

And he spoke to the congregation, saying, “Depart now from the tents of these
wicked men!  Touch nothing of theirs, lest you be consumed in all their sins.”
(Num 16:26)    {Wickedness in their tents!}

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?
I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, even to give every man according
to his ways, according to the fruit of his doings.”  (Jer 17:9-10)

“How lovely are your tents, O Jacob!  Your dwellings, O Israel!  Like valleys that
stretch out, like gardens by the riverside, like aloes planted by the Lord, like
cedars beside the waters. He shall pour water from His buckets, and His seed
shall be in many waters. His King shall be higher than Agag, and His Kingdom
shall be exalted.”  (Num 24:5-7)   {His seed, in many waters = in many people!}

“I see Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near; a Star shall come out of
Jacob; a Scepter shall rise out of Israel, and batter the brow of Moab, and destroy
all the sons of tumult. And Edom shall be a possession; Seir also, His enemies,
shall be a possession, while Israel does valiantly. Out of Jacob One shall have
dominion, and destroy the remains of the city.”  (Num 24:17-19)
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Then Eleazar the priest said to the men of war who had gone to the battle,
“This is the ordinance of the law which the Lord commanded Moses:
‘Only the gold, the silver, the bronze, the iron, the tin, and the lead, everything
that can endure fire, you shall put through the fire, and it shall be clean; and
it shall be purified with the water of purification. But all that cannot endure fire
you shall put through water. And you shall wash your clothes on the seventh day
and be clean, and afterward you may come into the camp.’ ”  (Num 31:21-24)
{So what is not purified by water, is purified by fire!}

And Achan answered Joshua and said, “Indeed I have sinned against the Lord
God of Israel, and this is what I have done: When I saw the spoils a beautiful
Babylonian garment, two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold weighing
fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. And there they are, hidden in the
earth in the midst of my tent, with the silver under it.”  (Jos 7:20-21)

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other,
or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and mammon.”  (Mat 6:24)

The bread and the Kingdom of God

And when Gideon had come, there was a man telling a dream to his companion.
He said, “I have had a dream: To my surprise, a loaf of barley bread tumbled into
the camp of Midian; it came to a tent and struck it so that it fell and overturned,
and the tent collapsed.”  Then his companion answered and said, “This is nothing
else but the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel!  Into his hand
God has delivered Midian and the whole camp.”  (Jud 7:13-14)

“And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which
shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.
Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands,
and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold
– the great God has made known to the king what will come to pass after this.
The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure.”  (Dan 2:44-45)

“Assuredly, I say to you, there are some standing here who shall not taste death
till they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.”  Now after six days Jesus
took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by
themselves; and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun,
and His clothes became as white as the light. And behold, Moses and Elijah
appeared to them, talking with Him.  (Mat 16:28 - 17:3)

“The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor will they say,
‘See there!’   For indeed the kingdom of God is within you.”  (Luk 17:20-21)

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life. I AM the
bread of life. Your fathers ate manna in the wilderness, and are dead. This is the
bread which comes down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not die. I AM
the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread,
he will live forever; and the bread, that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give
for the life of the world.”  (Joh 6:47-51)
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God’s presence in tents

David built houses for himself in the City of David; and he prepared a place for
the ark of God, and pitched a tent for it. Then David said, “No one may carry the
ark of God but the Levites, for the Lord has chosen them to carry the ark of God
and to minister before Him forever.”  (1Ch 15:1-2)

So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the midst of the tabernacle that
David had erected for it. Then they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings
before God.  (1Ch 16:1)

But David had brought up the ark of God from Kirjath Jearim to the place David
had prepared for it, for he had pitched a tent for it at Jerusalem.  (2Ch 1:4)

“Go and tell My servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Would you build a house for
Me to dwell in?  For I have not dwelt in a house since the time I brought the
children of Israel up from Egypt, even to this day, but have moved about in a tent
and in a tabernacle.” ’ ”  (2Sa 7:5-6 – 1Ch 17:4-5)

Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells
in you?  If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple
of God is holy, which temple you are.  (1Co 3:16-17)

Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,
whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a
price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.
(1Co 6:19-20)

For you are the temple of the living God.  (2Co 6:16)

Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you
not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? – unless indeed you are
disqualified.  (2Co 13:5)

Houses of clay

Can a mortal be more righteous than God?  Can a man be more pure than His
Maker?  If He puts no trust in His servants, if He charges His angels with error,
how much more those who dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the
dust, who are crushed before a moth?  (Job 4:17-19)

Your hands have made me and fashioned me, an intricate unity; yet You would
destroy me. Remember, I pray, that You have made me like clay. And will You
turn me into dust again?  Did You not pour me out like milk, and curdle me like
cheese, clothe me with skin and flesh, and knit me together with bones and
sinews?  You have granted me life and favor, and Your care has preserved my
spirit.  (Job 10:8-12)

The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life.
If you can answer me, set your words in order before me; take your stand.
Truly I am as your spokesman before God; I also have been formed out of clay.
(Job 33:4-6)

Surely you have things turned around!  Shall the potter be esteemed as the clay;
for shall the thing made say of him who made it, “He did not make me”?
Or shall the thing formed say of him who formed it, “He has no understanding”?
(Isa 29:16)
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“Woe to him who strives with his Maker!  Let the potsherd strive with the
potsherds of the earth!  Shall the clay say to him who forms it, ‘What are you
making?’  Or shall your handiwork say, ‘He has no hands’?  Woe to him who says
to his father, ‘What are you begetting?’  Or to the woman, ‘What have you
brought forth?’ ”  (Isa 45:9-10)

But now, O Lord, You are our Father; we are the clay, and You our potter; and all
we are the work of Your hand.  (Isa 64:8)

Then I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was, making something at
the wheel. And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the
potter; so he made it again into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter
to make. Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying: “O house of Israel, can I
not do with you as this potter?” says the Lord. “Look, as the clay is in the
potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel!”  (Jer 18:3-6)

Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens. You
will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault?  For who has resisted His will?”
But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God?  Will the thing formed say
to him who formed it, “Why have you made me like this?”  Does not the potter
have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor and
another for dishonor?  What if God, wanted to show His wrath and to make His
power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for
destruction {ANH}, and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the
vessels of mercy {righteous sons of God}, which He had prepared beforehand for
glory, even us whom He called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?
(Rom 9:18-25)    {We have free choice, whether to work for, or against God!}

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun profane and idle
babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. And their message will
spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, who have strayed
concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they
overthrow the faith of some. Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands,
having this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and “Let everyone who
names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”  But in a great house there are
not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and
some for dishonor. Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be
a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good
work.  (2Ti 2:15-21)

Death then Judgement

So man lies down and does not rise. Till the heavens are no more, they will not
awake nor be roused from their sleep.  (Job 14:12)

And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ
was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him
He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.  (Heb 9:27-28)

“Oh, that my words were written!  Oh, that they were inscribed in a book!
That they were engraved on a rock with an iron pen and lead, forever!
For I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last on this earth;
and after my skin is destroyed, this I know, that in my flesh I shall see God,
whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.
How my heart yearns within me!
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If you should say, ‘How shall we persecute him?’ – since the root of the matter is
found in me, be afraid of the sword for yourselves; for wrath brings the
punishment of the sword, that you may know there is a judgment.”
(Job 19:23-29)

For the wicked are reserved for the day of doom; they shall be brought out on the
day of wrath.  (Job 21:30)

Like sheep they are laid in the grave; death shall feed on them; the upright shall
have dominion over them in the morning; and their beauty shall be consumed in
the grave, far from their dwelling. But God will redeem my soul from the power of
the grave, for He shall receive me.  Selah.  Do not be afraid when one becomes
rich, when the glory of his house is increased; for when he dies he shall carry
nothing away; his glory shall not descend after him. Though while he lives he
blesses himself (For men will praise you when you do well for yourself), he shall
go to the generation of his fathers; they shall never see light. A man who is in
honor, yet does not understand is like the beasts that perish.  (Psa 49:14-20)

Let death seize them; let them go down alive into hell, for wickedness is in their
dwellings and among them.  (Psa 55:15)

Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.  (Psa 90:1)

He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow
of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress; my God,
in Him I will trust.”  (Psa 91:1-2)

The Work of Righteousness

What profit has the worker from that in which he labors?  I have seen the God-
given task with which the sons of men are to be occupied. He has made
everything beautiful in its time. Also He has put eternity in their hearts, except
that no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to end. I know
that nothing is better for them than to rejoice, and to do good in their lives, and
also that every man should eat and drink and enjoy the good of all his labor – it is
the gift of God. I know whatever God does, it shall be forever. Nothing can be
added to it, and nothing taken from it. God does it, that men should fear before
Him. That which is has already been, and what is to be has already been; and
God requires an account of what is past.

Moreover I saw under the sun: In the place of judgment, wickedness was there;
and in the place of righteousness, iniquity was there. I said in my heart,
“God shall judge the righteous and the wicked, for there is a time for every
purpose and for every work.”

I said in my heart, “Concerning the condition of the sons of men, God tests them,
that they may see that they themselves are like animals.”  For what happens to
the sons of men also happens to animals; one thing befalls them:  as one dies,
so dies the other. Surely, they all have one breath; man has no advantage over
animals, for all is vanity. All go to one place: all are from the dust and all return
to dust.

Who knows the spirit of the sons of men, which goes upward, and the spirit of the
animal, which goes down to the earth?  So I perceived that nothing is better than
that a man should rejoice in his own works, for that is his heritage. For who can
bring him to see what will happen after him?  (Ecc 3:9-22)
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For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives
himself. But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have rejoicing
in himself alone, and not in another. For each one shall bear his own load.
(Gal 6:3-5)

Let us hear the conclusions of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His
commandments, for this is man’s all. For God will bring every work into
judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil.  (Ecc 12:13-14)

Then justice will dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain in the fruitful
field. The work of righteousness will be peace, and the effect of righteousness,
quietness and assurance forever. My people will dwell in a peaceful habitation,
in secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places, though hail comes down on the
forest, and the city is brought low in humiliation. Blessed are you who sow beside
all waters, who send out freely the feet of the ox and the donkey.  (Isa 32:16-20)

The spirit of a man

But there is a spirit in man, and the breath of the Almighty gives him
understanding. Great men are not always wise, nor do the aged always
understand justice.  (Job 32:8-9)

Do not put your trust in princes, nor in a son of man, in whom there is no help.
His spirit departs, he returns to his earth; in that very day his plans perish.
(Psa 146:3-4)

No one has power over the spirit to retain the spirit, and no one has power in the
day of death. There is no release from that war, and wickedness will not deliver
those who are given to it.  (Ecc 8:8)

Remember your Creator before the silver cord is loosed, or the golden bowl is
broken, or the pitcher shattered at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the well.
Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God
who gave it.  (Ecc 12:6-7)

Thus says God the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who
spread forth the earth and that which comes from it, who gives breath to the
people on it, and spirit to those who walk on it.  (Isa 42:5)

Our Testimony

He who speaks truth declares righteousness, but a false witness, deceit.
(Pro 12:17)

A faithful witness does not lie, but a false witness will utter lies. A scoffer seeks
wisdom and does not find it, but knowledge is easy to him who understands.
Go from the presence of a foolish man, when you do not perceive in him the lips
of knowledge. The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way, but the folly
of fools is deceit. Fools mock at sin, but among the upright there is favor.
(Pro 14:5-9)

“As for Me,”  says the Lord, “this is My covenant with them: My Spirit who is upon
you, and My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart from your
mouth, nor from the mouth of your descendants, nor from the mouth of your
descendants’ descendants,”  says the Lord, “from this time and forevermore.”
(Isa 59:21)
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“And like their bow they have bent their tongue for lies. They are not valiant for
the truth on the earth. For they proceed from evil to evil, and they do not know
Me,” says the Lord.  “Everyone take heed to his neighbor, and do not trust any
brother;  for every brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbor will walk with
slanderers. Everyone will deceive his neighbor, and will not speak the truth; they
have taught their tongue to speak lies; they weary themselves to commit iniquity.
Your dwelling place is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to know
Me,”  says the Lord.  (Jer 9:3-6)

Their tongue is an arrow shot out; it speaks deceit; one speaks peaceably to his
neighbor with his mouth, but in his heart he lies in wait.  (Jer 9:19)

“The Lord is my portion,”  says my soul, “Therefore I hope in Him!”  The Lord is
good to those who wait for Him, to the soul who seeks Him. It is good that one
should hope and wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.  (Lam 3:24-26)

Tents of flesh

Thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will bring back the captivity of Jacob’s tents, and
have mercy on his dwelling places; the city shall be built upon its own mound,
and the palace shall remain according to its own plan.”  (Jer 30:18)

For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we
groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven,
if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. For we who are in
this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but
further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. Now He who has
prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a
guarantee. So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the
body we are absent from the Lord. For we walk by faith, not by sight. We are
confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present
with the Lord.  (2Co 5:1-8)

Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our
Lord, as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by
which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that
through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust. But also for this very reason, giving
all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-
control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if these things are yours
and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these things is short-sighted, even to blindness,
and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. Therefore, brethren, be
even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things
you will never stumble; for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. For this reason I
will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, though you know and
are established in the present truth. Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in this
tent, to stir you up by reminding you, knowing that shortly I must put off my
tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me. Moreover I will be careful to
ensure that you always have a reminder of these things after my decease.
(2Pe 1:2-15)
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Resurrection

“O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord!  Thus says the Lord God to these bones:
‘Surely I will cause breath to enter into you, and you shall live. I will put sinews
on you and bring flesh upon you, cover you with skin and put breath in you; and
you shall live. Then you shall know that I AM the Lord.’ ”  (Eze 37:4-6)

Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
They indeed say, ‘Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, and we ourselves are cut
off!’  Therefore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Behold,
O My people, I will open your graves and cause you to come up from your graves,
and bring you into the land of Israel. Then you shall know that I AM the Lord,
when I have opened your graves, O My people, and brought you up from your
graves. I will put My Spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your
own land. Then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken it and performed it,”
says the Lord.’ ”  (Eze 37:11-14)

Thus says the Lord God: “Surely I will take the children of Israel from among the
nations, wherever they have gone, and will gather them from every side and
bring them into their own land; and I will make them one nation in the land, on
the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king over them all; they shall no
longer be two nations, nor shall they ever be divided into two kingdoms again.
They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols, nor with their
detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions; but I will deliver them
from all their dwelling places in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them.
Then they shall be MY people, and I will be their God. David My servant shall be
king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd; they shall also walk in My
judgments and observe My statutes, and do them. Then they shall dwell in the
land that I have given to Jacob My servant, where your fathers dwelt; and they
shall dwell there, they, their children, and their children’s children, forever; and
My servant David shall be their prince forever. Moreover I will make a covenant of
peace with them, and it shall be an everlasting covenant with them; I will
establish them and multiply them, and I will set MY sanctuary in their midst
forevermore. My tabernacle also shall be with them; indeed I will be their God,
and they shall be My people. The nations also will know that I, the Lord, sanctify
Israel, when MY sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.”  (Eze 37:21-28)

But Judah shall abide forever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation. For I
will acquit them of the guilt of bloodshed, whom I had not acquitted; for the Lord
dwells in Zion.”  (Joe 3:20-21)

Judgment

“Let the nations be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat; for there
I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. Put in the sickle, for the harvest is
ripe. Come, go down; for the winepress is full, the vats overflow – for their
wickedness is great. Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision!  For the day
of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. The sun and moon will grow dark, and
the stars will diminish their brightness. The Lord also will roar from Zion, and
utter His voice from Jerusalem; the heavens and earth will shake; but the Lord
will be a shelter for His people, and the strength of the children of Israel. So you
shall know that I AM the Lord your God, dwelling in Zion My holy mountain.
Then Jerusalem shall be holy, and no aliens shall ever pass through her again.”
(Joe 3:12-17)
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Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a
sharp sickle. And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over
fire, and he cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust
in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her
grapes are fully ripe.”  So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered
the vine of the earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.
And the winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood came out of the
winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs.
(Rev 14:17-20)

Abba Father

He went a little farther, and fell on the ground, and prayed that if it were
possible, the hour might pass from Him. And He said, “Abba, Father, all things
are possible for You. Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will,
but what You will.”  (Mar 14:35-36)

Therefore, brethren, we are debtors – not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put
to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For as many as are led by the Spirit
of God, these are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of bondage
again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out,
“Abba, Father.”  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, then heirs – heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. For I
consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed in us.  (Rom 8:12-18)

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as
were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all
one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and
heirs according to the promise. Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child,
does not differ at all from a slave, though he is master of all, but is under
guardians and stewards until the time appointed by the father. Even so we, when
we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world. But when
the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent forth the
Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!”  Therefore you are
no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.
(Gal 3:26 - 4:7)

People ~ Wineskins  &  Moses Law ~ Old Wine  &  The Gospel ~ New Wine

“No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for the patch pulls
away from the garment, and the tear is made worse. Nor do they put new wine
into old wineskins, or else the wineskins break, the wine is spilled, and the
winskins are ruined. But they put new wine into new wineskins, and both are
preserved.”  (Mat 9:16-17  &  Mar 2:21-22  &  Luk 5:36-38)

“And no one, having drunk old wine, immediately desires new; for he says,
‘The old is better.’ ”  (Luk 5:39)
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And as they went, they entered a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for Him.
But they did not receive Him, because His face was set for the journey to
Jerusalem. And when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord,
do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them,
just as Elijah did?”  But He turned and rebuked them, and said, “You do not know
what manner of spirit you are of. For the Son of Man did not come to destroy
men’s lives but to save them.”  And they went to another village.  (Luk 9:52-56)

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who
sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed
from death into life. Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is,
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will
live.”  (Joh 5:24-25)

Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did not give you
the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread from heaven. For
the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”
Then they said to Him, “Lord, give us this bread always.”  And Jesus said to them,
“I AM the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who
believes in Me shall never thirst. But I said to you that you have seen Me and yet
do not believe. All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who
comes to Me I will by no means cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not
to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. This is the will of the Father
who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it
up at the last day. And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who
sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him
up at the last day.”  (Joh 6:32-40)

“Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see death.”
(Joh 8:51)     {This death is the ANH!}

Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His
disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?”  Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but
that the works of God should be revealed in him. I must work the works of Him
who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work. As long
as I AM in the world, I AM the light of the world.”  When He had said these
things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the
eyes of the blind man with the clay. And He said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back
seeing.  (Joh 9:1-7)     {Clay ~ re-creation  and  Washing ~ repentance!}

Therefore they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?”  He answered and
said, “A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to
the pool of Siloam and wash.’  So I went and washed, and I received sight.”
(Joh 9:10-11)

Then the Pharisees also asked him again how he had received his sight. He said
to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.”  (Joh 9:15)

“I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not
abide in darkness. And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not
judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. He who
rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him – the word
that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.”  (Joh 12:46-48)
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Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known
Me, Philip?  He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show
us the Father’?  Do you not believe that I AM in the Father, and the Father in Me?
The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father
who dwells in Me does the works. Believe Me that I AM in the Father and
the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves.
(Joh 14:9-11)

“If you love Me, keep My commandments. And I will pray the Father, and He will
give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever – the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him;
but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. I will not leave you
orphans; I will come to you.  (Joh 14:15-18)

“He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he
who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself
to him.”  Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord how is it that You will manifest
Yourself to us, and not to the world?”  Jesus answered and said to him,
“If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and
We will come to him and make Our home with him. He who does not love Me
does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the
Father’s who sent Me. These things I have spoken to you while being present with
you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name,
He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said
to you.”  (Joh 14:21-26)

“God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and
earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. Nor is He worshiped with
men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath,
and all things. And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on
all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the
boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that
they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;
for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets
have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’ ”  (Act 17:24-28)

And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them
over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; being filled with
all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness;
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers,
backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things,
disobedient to parents, undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving,
unmerciful; who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice
such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of
those who practice them.  (Rom 1:28-32)

Therefore, just as through one man {Adam} sin entered the world, and death
through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned – For until the
law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law.
Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not
sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of
Him who was to come. But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one
man’s offense {Adam’s} many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by
the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. And the gift is not like
that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from
one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many
offenses resulted in justification.
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For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those
who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life
through the One, Jesus Christ. Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment
came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous
act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. For as by one
man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience
many will be made righteous. Moreover the law entered that the offense might
abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, so that as sin
reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  (Rom 5:12-21)

Adam was a ‘son’ of God because he was created by God. His children are called
‘sons of man’. Adam was disobedient to God and brought death into the world
through his sin. Jesus Christ is the true Son of God, He brought grace and life into
the world through His obedience and death on the Cross; that the ‘sons of man’
can be restored from sin and death (ANH), and become righteous ‘sons of God’.

Baptism – Dying to Sin

Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death?  Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been united
together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of
His resurrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the
body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.
For he who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we
believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised
from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him.
(Rom 6:3-9)

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its
lusts. And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to
sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your
members as instruments of righteousness to God. For sin shall not have dominion
over you, for you are not under law {ANH} but under grace {eternal life}.
(Rom 6:12-14)

Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are
that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death {ANH}, or of
obedience leading to righteousness?  But now having been set free from sin, and
having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end,
everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death {ANH}, but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  (Rom 6:16,22-23)

Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. And if Christ is in
you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through His Spirit who dwells in you. For if you live according to the flesh you will
die {ANH}; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will
live {receive eternal life}. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are
sons of God.  (Rom 8:9-11,13-14)
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Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary
to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. For those who are such do not
serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and
flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.  (Rom 16:17-18)

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?
Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, not thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards,
nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were
some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.  (1Co 6:9-11)

But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by Man also came the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be
made alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those
who are Christ’s at His coming. Then comes the end, when He delivers the
kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and
power. For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. The last
enemy that will be destroyed is death.  (1Co 15:20-26)

What you sow is not made alive unless it dies. And what you sow you do not sow
that body that shall be, but mere grain – perhaps wheat or some other grain. But
God gives it a body as He pleases, and to each seed its own body. So also is the
resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in
incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it
is raised in power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is
a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. And so it is written, “The first man
Adam became a living being.” The last Adam {Jesus} became a life-giving spirit.
However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual.
The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from
heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who are made of dust; and as
is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. And as we have borne
the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man.
Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God;
nor does corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed – in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible
has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be
brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.
O Death, where is your sting?  O Hades, where is your victory?”

The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God,
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.  (1Co 15:37-38,42-58)

Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet
the inward man is being renewed day by day.  (2Co 3:16)

For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted;
but the sorrow of the world produces death.  (2Co 7:10)
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For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one
husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear, lest
somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.  (2Co 11:2-3)

I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the
flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are
contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. But if
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies,
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders,
drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also
told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. And those who
are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.  (Gal 5:16-25)

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will
also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he
who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. And let us not grow
weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.
(Gal 6:7-9)

I {Paul}, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the
calling with which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with
longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, endeavouring to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one Body and one Spirit, just as
you were called in one Hope of your calling; one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
one God and Father of all who is above all, and through all, and in you all.
(Eph 4:1-6)

And He {Jesus} Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for
the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man,
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer
be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine,
by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but,
speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head -
Christ - from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share,
causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.  (Eph 4:11-16)

For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is
an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one
deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God
comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with them.
(Eph 5:5-7)
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I {Paul} press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus. Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in
anything you think otherwise, God will reveal this to you. Nevertheless, to the
degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of
the same mind. Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so
walk, as you have us for a pattern. For many walk, of whom I have told you
often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of
Christ; whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in
their shame - who set their mind on earthly things.

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed
to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue
all things to Himself.  (Plp 3:14-21)   {The upward call is the 1st Resurrection!}

Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever
things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything
praiseworthy – meditate on these things.  (Plp 4:8)

Not that I {Paul} speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state
I am, to be content: I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound.
Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry,
both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.  (Plp 3:11-13)

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and
built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding
in it with thanksgiving. Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and
empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles
of the world, and not according to Christ. For in Him dwells all the fullness of the
Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality
and power.  (Col 2:6-10)

The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all
power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those
who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be
saved. And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should
believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but
had pleasure in unrighteousness.  (2Th 2:9-12)

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound
mind. Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His
prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the
power of God, who has called us and called us with a holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us
in Christ Jesus before time began, but has now been revealed by the appearing
of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel, to which I was appointed a preacher, an
apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. For this reason I also suffer these things;
nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am
persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.
Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and
love which are in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was committed to you, keep
by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us.  (2Ti 1:7-14)
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Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those
who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes,
knowing that they generate strife. And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but
be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in humility correcting those who are in
opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the
truth, and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil,
having been taken captive by him to do his will.  (2Ti 2:22-26)

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient
to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-
control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its
power. And from such people turn away!  For of this sort are those who creep into
households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away
by various lusts, always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the
truth. Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the
truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved concerning the faith; but they will
progress no further, for their folly will be manifest to all, as theirs also was.
(2Ti 3:1-9)

Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. But
evil men and imposters will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.
But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of,
knowing from whom you have learned them, and that from childhood you have
known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
(2Ti 3:12-17)

Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for
every good work, to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all
humility to all men. For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient,
deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful
and hating one another.

But when the kindness and the love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,
not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy
He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy
Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour,
that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the
hope of eternal life.

This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly, that
those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. These
things are good and profitable to men. But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies,
contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and useless.
Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition, knowing that such a
person is warped and sinning, being self-condemned.  (Tit 3:1-11)

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering
of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste
death {ANH} for everyone. (Heb 2:9)

{This ‘death’ was Jesus tasting the experience of the unrighteous (after they have
died), experiencing the torment, the path which leads to annihilation.}
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Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself
likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had
the power of death, that is, the devil, and release those who through fear of
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.

For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of
Abraham. Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He
might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make
propitiation for the sins of the people. For in that He Himself has suffered, being
tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.  (Heb 2:14-18)

Now this is the main point of the things we are asying: We have such a High
Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the
heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord
erected, and not man. For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and
sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One also have something to offer.

For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who
offer gifts according to the law; who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly
things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the
tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things according to the pattern
shown you on the mountain.”

But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also
Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises. For if
the first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a
second… In that He says, “A new covenant,”  He has made the first obsolete.
Now what is become obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.
(Heb 8:1-7,13)

It was symbolic for the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices are offered
which cannot make him who performed the service perfect in regard to the
conscience – concerned only with food and drinks, various washings, and fleshly
ordinances imposed until the time of reformation.

But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and
more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation.
Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the
Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.

For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the
unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the blood
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God,
cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death,
for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who
are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.  (Heb 9:9-15)

Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he
will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”;  for God cannot be
tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted
when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.
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Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. Every good gift and every perfect gift
is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no
variation or shadow of turning. Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of
truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. So then, my beloved
brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; for the
wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.  (Jam 1:12-19)

Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever
therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us
yearns jealously”?  But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists
the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” Therefore submit to God.

Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near
to you. Cleanse your hands you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. Lament and mourn and weep!  Let your laughter be turned to mourning
and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift
you up.  (Jam 4:4-10)

For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently?
But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable
before God. For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: “Who committed no sin,
nor was deceit found in His mouth”; who when He was reviled, did not revile in
return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him
who judges righteously; who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree,
that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness – by whose stripes you
were healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.  (1Pe 2:20-25)

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring
us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, by whom
also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, who formerly were
disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while
the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved
through water. There is also an antitype which now saves us – baptism (not the
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward
God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is
at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made
subject to Him.

Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the
same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, that he no
longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the
will of God.  (1Pe 3:18 - 4:2)

For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment … then the
Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust
under punishment for the day of judgment, and especially those who walk
according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority.
(2Pe 2:4,9-10)

But these {Unrighteous}, like natural brute beasts made to be caught and
destroyed, speak evil of the things they do not understand, and will utterly perish
in their own corruption, and will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as those
who count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime.  (2Pe 2:12-13)
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My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.
And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before
Him. For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and know all
things. Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward
God. And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His
commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.

And this is His commandment: that we should believe in the name of His Son
Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment. Now he who
keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know
that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.  (1Jo 3:18-24)

No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and
His love has been perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in Him, and He
in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. And we have seen and testify that
the Father has sent the Son as Saviour of the world. Whoever confesses that
Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.

And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and
he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. Love has been perfected
among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as
He is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out
fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect
in love. We love Him because He first loved us.  (1Jo 4:12-19)

This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the
commandment, that as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it.
For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ
as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. Look to yourselves,
that we do not lose those things we worked for, but that we may receive a full
reward. Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does
not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and
the Son.  (2Jo 1:6-9)

So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan,
who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast
out with him. Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation and
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for
the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night,
has been cast down.

And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. Therefore rejoice,
O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth
and the sea!  For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because
he knows that he has a short time.”

Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the
woman who gave birth to the male Child. But the woman was given two wings of
a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is
nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent.
So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that
he might cause her to be carried away by the flood. But the earth helped the
woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood which the
dragon had spewed out of his mouth. And the dragon was enraged with the
woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the
commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.  (Rev 12:9-17)
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Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless
pit and a great chain in his hand. He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old,
who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he cast him
into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should
deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after these
things he must be released for a little while.  (Rev 20:1-3)

Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his
prison and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the
earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose number is as the
sand of the sea. They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the
camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down from God out of
heaven and devoured them. The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake
of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be
tormented day and night forever and ever.  (Rev 20:7-10)

In the beginning, Satan told Eve that ‘You will not surely die’. Now Satan is telling
people, ‘there is life after death for everyone’. He tells us; live for yourselves,
live for today, maximise your pleasure, be selfish and look out for number one!

Do you believe his lies, or are you unconvinced by his double bluff?

-oOo-


