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Baptism into Christ

The bronze laver – purification by washing

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “You shall also make a laver of bronze,
with its base also of bronze, for washing. You shall put it between the tabernacle
of meeting and the altar. And you shall put water in it, for Aaron and his sons
shall wash their hands and their feet in water from it. When they go into the
tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister, to burn an
offering made by fire to the Lord, they shall wash with water, lest they die. So
they shall wash their hands and their feet, lest they die. And it shall be a statute
forever to them – to him and his descendants throughout their generations.”
(Exo 30:17-21)

Now the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, “This is the ordinance of the law
which the Lord has commanded, saying: ‘Speak to the children of Israel, that
they bring you a red heifer without blemish, in which there is no defect and on
which a yoke has never come. You shall give it to Eleazar the priest, that he may
take it outside the camp, and it shall be slaughtered before him; and Eleazar the
priest shall take some of its blood with his finger, and sprinkle some of its blood
seven times directly in front of the tabernacle of meeting.

Then the heifer shall be burned in his sight: its hide, its flesh, its blood, and its
offal shall be burned. And the priest shall take cedar wood and hyssop and
scarlet, and cast them into the midst of the fire burning the heifer. Then the
priest shall wash his clothes, he shall bathe in water, and afterward he shall come
into the camp; the priest shall be unclean until evening. And the one who burns it
shall wash his clothes in water, and shall be unclean until evening. Then a man
who is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer, and store them outside the
camp in a clean place; and they shall be kept for the congregation of the children
of Israel for the water of purification; it is for purifying from sin. And the one who
gathers the ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until
evening. It shall be a statute forever to the children of Israel and to the stranger
who dwells among them.

He who touches the dead body of anyone shall be unclean seven days. He shall
purify himself with the water on the third day and on the seventh day; then he
will be clean. But if he does not purify himself on the third day and on the
seventh day, he will not be clean. Whoever touches the body of anyone who has
died, and does not purify himself, defiles the tabernacle of the Lord. [! 1Co 3:16]
That person shall be cut off from Israel. He shall be unclean, because the water of
purification was not sprinkled on him; his uncleanness is still on him.

This is the law when a man dies in a tent: All who come into the tent and all who
are in the tent shall be unclean seven days; and every open vessel, which has no
cover fastened on it, is unclean. Whoever in the open field touches one who is
slain by a sword or who has died, or a bone of a man, or a grave, shall be
unclean seven days.

And for an unclean person they shall take some of the ashes of the heifer burnt
for purification from sin, and running water shall be put on them in a vessel. A
clean person shall take hyssop and dip it in the water, sprinkle it on the tent, on
all the vessels, on the persons who were there, or on the one who touched a
bone, the slain, the dead, or a grave. The clean person shall sprinkle the unclean
on the third day and on the seventh day; and on the seventh day he shall purify
himself, wash his clothes, and bathe in water; and at evening he shall be clean.
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But the man who is unclean and does not purify himself, that person shall be cut
off from among the assembly, because he has defiled the sanctuary of the Lord
[! 1Co 3:16]  The water of purification has not been sprinkled on him; he is
unclean. It shall be a perpetual statute for them. He who sprinkles the water of
purification shall wash his clothes; and he who touches the water of purification
shall be unclean until evening. Whatever the unclean person touches shall be
unclean; and the person who touches it shall be unclean until evening.’ ”
(Num 19:1-22)

Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells
in you?  If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple
of God is holy, which temple you are.  (1Co 3:16-17)

Purification of people and spoils of war before bringing them into the camp

“Purify every garment, everything made of leather, everything woven of goat’s
hair, and everything made of wood.”  Then Eleazar the priest said to the men of
war who had gone to the battle, “This is the ordinance of the law which the Lord
commanded Moses:  Only the gold, the silver, the bronze, the iron, the tin, and
the lead, everything that can endure fire, you shall put through the fire, and it
shall be clean; and it shall be purified with the water of purification. But all that
cannot endure fire you shall put through water. And you shall wash your clothes
on the seventh day and be clean, and afterward you may come into the camp.”
(Num 31:20-24)

“Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me. And the
Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of
the covenant, in whom you delight. Behold, He is coming,”  says the Lord of
hosts. But who can endure the day of His coming?  And who can stand when He
appears?  For He is like a refiner’s fire and like launderers’ soap. He will sit as a
refiner and a purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as
gold and silver, that they may offer to the Lord an offering in righteousness.
(Mal 3:1-3)

Preparing the Way

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the
Prophets:  “Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your
way before You. The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of
the Lord; make His paths straight.’ ” John came baptizing in the wilderness and
preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. Then all the land of
Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all baptized by him
in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair
and with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.
And he preached, saying, ‘There comes One after me who is mightier than I,
whose sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose. I indeed baptize
you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
(Mar 1:1-8 & Luk 3:3-6)

Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a
man be born when he is old?  Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb
and be born?”  Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born
of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born
of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  (Joh 3:3-6)
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The entrance of the King

They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and set Him on
them. And a very great multitude spread their clothes on the road; others cut
down branches from the trees and spread them on the road. Then the multitudes
who went before and those who followed cried out, saying:  “Hosanna to the Son
of David!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the
highest!”  And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying,
“Who is this?”  So the multitudes said, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth
of Galilee.”  (Mat 21:7-11 & Mar 11:9-10 & Luk 19:38 & Joh 12:13)

When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather that a tumult was
rising, he took water and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, “I am
innocent of the blood of this just Person. You see to it.”  And all the people
answered and said, “His blood be on us and on our children.”  Then he released
Barabbas to them; and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be
crucified.  (Mat 27:24-26)

Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the land.
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani?”  that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”  Some of
those who stood there, when they heard that, said, “This Man is calling for
Elijah!”  Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine
and put it on a reed, and offered it to Him to drink. The rest said, “Let Him alone;
let us see if Elijah will come to save Him.”  And Jesus cried out again with a loud
voice, and yielded up His spirit. Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in
two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, and the
graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were
raised; and coming out of the graves after His resurrection, they went into the
holy city and appeared to many. So when the centurion and those with him, who
were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, they
feared greatly, saying, “Truly this was the Son of God!”  (Mat 27:45-54)

Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their
unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen
Him after He had risen. And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but
he who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will follow those who
believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues;
they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means
hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”
(Mar 16:14-18)

Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. Now I
rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance.
For you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in
nothing. For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be
regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.  (2Co 7:1,8-9)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in
Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame
before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of
His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.
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In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according
to the riches of His grace which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and
prudence, having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His
good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation of the
fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both
which are in heaven and which are on earth – in Him. In Him also we have
obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who
works all things according to the counsel of His will, that we who first trusted in
Christ should be to the praise of His glory. In Him you also trusted, after you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of
our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of
His glory.  (Eph 1:3-14)

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above
all, and through all, and in you all.  (Eph 4:4-6)

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself
for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the
word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.
(Eph 4:25-27)

For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various
lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another.
But when the kindness and the love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,
not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy
He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy
Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour,
that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the
hope of eternal life.  (Tit 3:3-7)

There is also an antitype which now saves us – baptism (not the removal of the
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him.
(1Pe 3:21-22)

Judgement by fire

And the border of the Canaanites was from Sidon as you go toward Gerar, as far
as Gaza; then as you go toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far
as Lasha.  (Gen 10:19)

And the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great,
and because their sin is very grave, I will go down now and see whether they
have done altogether according to the outcry against it that has come to Me; and
if not, I will know.”  (Gen 18:20-21)

Then the men [angels] said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here?  Son-in-law,
your sons, your daughters, and whomever you have in the city – take them out of
this place! For we will destroy this place, because the outcry against them has
grown great before the face of the Lord, and the Lord has sent us to destroy it.”
Then the Lord rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the Lord
out of the heavens. So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants
of the cities, and what grew on the ground.  (Gen 19:12-13, 24-25)
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The whole land is brimstone, salt, and burning; it is not sown, nor does it bear,
nor does any grass grow there, like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah,
Admah, and Zeboiim, which the Lord overthrew in His anger and His wrath.
(Deu 29:23)

“How can I give you up, Ephraim?  How can I hand you over, Israel?  How can I
make you like Admah?  How can I set you like Zeboiim?  My heart churns within
Me; My sympathy is stirred.”  (Hos 11:8)

Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it,
put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the Lord, which He had not
commanded them. So fire went out from the Lord and devoured them, and they
died before the Lord. And Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord spoke,
saying: ‘By those who come near Me I must be regarded as holy; and before all
the people I must be glorified.’ ”  (Lev 10:1-3)

Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and
Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men;
and they rose up before Moses with some of the children of Israel, two hundred
and fifty leaders of the congregation, representatives of the congregation, men of
reknown. They gathered together against Moses and Aaron, and said to them,
“You take too much upon yourselves, for all the congregation is holy, every one of
them, and the Lord is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the
assembly of the Lord?”

So when Moses heard it, he fell on his face; and he spoke to Korah and all his
company, saying, “Tomorrow morning the Lord will show who is His and who is
holy, and will cause him to come near to Him. That one whom He choses He will
cause to come near to Him. Do this: Take censers, Korah and all your company;
put fire in them and put incense in them before the Lord tomorrow, and it shall be
that the man whom the Lord chooses is the holy one. You take too much upon
yourselves, you sons of Levi!”  And Moses said to Korah, “Tomorrow, you and all
your company be present before the Lord – you and they, as well as Aaron. Let
each take his censer and put incense in it, and each of you bring his censer
before the Lord, two hundred and fifty censers; both you and Aaron, each with his
censer.”

So each man took his censer, put fire in it, laid incense on it, and stood at the
door of the tabernacle of meeting with Moses and Aaron. And a fire came out
from the Lord and consumed the two hundred and fifty men who were offering
incense. Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “Tell Eleazar, the son of Aaron
the priest, to pick up the censers out of the blaze, for they are holy, and scatter
the fire some distance away. The censers of these men who sinned against their
own souls, let them be made into hammered plates as a covering for the altar.
Because they presented them before the Lord, therefore they are holy; and they
shall be a sign to the children of Israel.”  So Eleazar the priest took the bronze
censers, which those who were burned up had presented, and they were
hammered out as a covering on the altar, to be a memorial to the children of
Israel that no outsider, who is not a descendant of Aaron, should come near to
offer incense before the Lord, that he might not become like Korah and his
companions, just as the Lord had said to him through Moses.
(Num 16:1-7, 16-19, 35-40)

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send
His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him
might be saved.”
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“He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God.”  (Joh 3:16-18)

“He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”  (Joh 3:36)

“So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s
bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. And being in torments in Hades,
he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. Then
he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he
may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in
this flame.’  But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received
your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and
you are tormented. And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf
fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those
from there pass to us.’  Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would
send him to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, that he may testify to
them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’  Abraham said to him,
‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’  And he said,
‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’
But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they
be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’ ”  (Luk 16:22-31)

The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where
the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night
forever and ever. Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for
them. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were
opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead
were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the
books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered
up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his
works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second
death. And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of
fire.  (Rev 20:10-15)

Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.”  And He
said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.”  And He said to me,
“It is done!  I AM the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give
of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. He who overcomes
shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. But the
cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers,
idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death.”  (Rev 21:5-8)

“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches.
I AM the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”
And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!”  And let him who hears say, “Come!”
And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life
freely.  (Rev 22:16-17)
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