Babylon
She who is in Babylon, elect together with you, greets you; and so does Mark my
son. (1Pe 5:13)
I discovered this verse in Peter’s first letter, and it had me puzzled as I knew that
Babylon was destroyed and would remain so, according to the prophet Jeremiah.
“And this whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment, and these
nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. Then it will come to pass,
when seventy years are completed, that I will punish the king of Babylon and that
nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity,” says the Lord; “and I will
make it a perpetual desolation.” (Jer 25:11-12)
The Bible commentator, G.J. Polkinghorne, wrote about this letter of Peter:“Babylon (5:13) cannot be the city on the Euphrates, which after A.D. 41 was
very sparsely populated and with which Peter had no connection. Nor can a
Roman garrison in Egypt be seriously considered. Rome must be meant, compare
Rev. 17 and 18, as was universally accepted until Reformation times. The
symbolic designation would save trouble should the censor’s eye light on the
letter in transit.”
It does seem like ‘Babylon’ was Peter’s codeword for ‘Rome’, as Rome was the
city, afflicting the nation of Israel at that time. Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the
image of the kingdoms describes Rome, which conquered Israel last before Jesus
Christ was born. The iron representing the Romans and the potter’s clay (before
the Cross) representing divided Israel; then the ceramic clay (hardened after the
Cross) the old ‘Moses Law’ Jews; and the ‘new kingdom’ Christians.
“And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in
pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that crushes, that kingdom will
break in pieces and crush all the others. Whereas you saw the feet and toes,
partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; yet the
strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw the iron mixed with ceramic
clay. And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, so the
kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile. As you saw iron mixed with
ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but they will not adhere to
one another, just as iron does not mix with clay. And in the days of these kings
the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the
kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. Inasmuch as you saw that the stone
was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron,
the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold – the great God has made known to
the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its
interpretation is sure.” (Dan 2:40-45)
Daniel describes the four idol-worshipping kingdoms of Babylon, Medo-Persian,
Greek and Roman. Jesus Christ lived and died during the Roman occupation of
Israel. Jesus Christ is ‘the Rock’ who brought the Kingdom of God to men, to take
them from their futile idol-worship and to bring them into the Kingdom of God.
This is the Kingdom which breaks the other four kingdoms in pieces, and it will
last forever. Here is a strong connection of Rome with Babylon, as Rome is
represented in Nebuchadnezzar’s image - “its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron
and partly of clay.” Therefore ‘Babylon’ was an excellent codeword for Rome, as
only those familiar with Daniel’s prophecy would understand the connection.
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Now we know that the Book of Revelation is concerned with the revelation of
forthcoming events, according to the following verses!
Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep
those things which are written in it; for the time is near. (Rev 1:3)
Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true.” And the Lord God of the
holy prophets sent His angel to show His servants the things which must shortly
take place. “Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of
the prophecy of this book.” (Rev 22:6-7)
And he said to me, “Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the
time is at hand.” (Rev 22:10)
For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book:
If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in
this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from
the things which are written in this book. (Rev 22:18,19)
There’s no place like Rome!
Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth – to every nation, tribe, tongue,
and people – saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the
hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth,
the sea and springs of water.” And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon is
fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations drink of the
wine of the wrath of her fornication.” (Rev 14:6-8)
Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came
out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” And there
were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake,
such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men were on the
earth. Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the
nations fell. And great Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the cup
of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath. Then every island fled away, and the
mountains were not found. And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each
hailstone about the weight of a talent. Men blasphemed God because of the
plague of the hail, since that plague was exceedingly great. (Rev 16:17-21)
Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with me,
saying to me, “Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits
on many waters, with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the
inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication.”
So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman
sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven
heads and ten horns. The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned
with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of
abominations and the filthiness of her fornication. And on her forehead a name
written:
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
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I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the
martyrs of Jesus.
And when I saw her, I marveled with great amazement. But the angel said to me,
“Why did you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman and of the beast
that carries her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns. The beast that you
saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go to
perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not
written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see the
beast that was, and is not, and yet is.”
“Here is the mind which has wisdom: The seven heads are seven mountains, on
which the woman sits. There are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, and
the other has not yet come. And when he comes, he must continue a short time.
The beast that was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, and is of the seven, and
is going to perdition. The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have
received no kingdom as yet, but they receive authority for one hour as kings with
the beast. These are of one mind, and they will give their power and authority to
the beast. These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them,
for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called,
chosen, and faithful.”
Then he said to me, “The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are
peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues. And the ten horns which you saw on
the beast, these will hate the harlot, make her desolate and naked, eat her flesh
and burn her with fire. For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to
be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God
are fulfilled. And the woman whom you saw is that great city which reigns over
the kings of the earth.” (Rev 17:1-18)
After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great
authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory. And he cried mightily with
a loud voice, saying, “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and has become a
dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every
unclean and hated bird! For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath
of her fornication, the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and
the merchants of the earth have become rich through the abundance of her
luxury.”
And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest
you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues. For her sins have
reached to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities. Render to her just as
she rendered to you, and repay her double according to her works; in the cup
which she has mixed, mix double for her. In the measure that she glorified
herself and lived luxuriously, in the same measure give her torment and sorrow;
for she says in her heart, ‘I sit as queen, and am no widow, and will not see
sorrow.’ ”
“Therefore her plagues will come in one day - death and mourning and famine.
And she will be utterly burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God who judges
her. The kings of the earth who committed fornication and lived luxuriously with
her will weep and lament for her, when they see the smoke of her burning,
standing at a distance for fear of her torment, saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city
Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour your judgment has come.’ ”
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“And the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her, for no one buys
their merchandise anymore: merchandise of gold and silver, precious stones and
pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and scarlet, every kind of citron wood, every
kind of object of ivory, every kind of object of most precious wood, bronze, iron,
and marble; and cinnamon and incense, fragrant oil and frankincense, wine and
oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and bodies and
souls of men. The fruit that your soul longed for has gone from you, and all the
things which are rich and splendid have gone from you, and you shall find them
no more at all.”
“The merchants of these things, who became rich by her, will stand at a distace
for fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great
city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with gold and
precious stones and pearls! For in one hour such great riches came to nothing!’
Every shipmaster, all who travel by ship, sailors, and as many as trade on the
sea, stood at a distance and cried out when they saw the smoke of her burning,
saying, ‘What is like this great city?’ They threw dust on their heads and cried
out, weeping and wailing, and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who
had ships on the sea became rich by her wealth! For in one hour is she made
desolate.’ Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets, for
God has avenged you on her!”
Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the
sea, saying, “Thus with violence the great city Babylon shall be thrown down, and
shall not be found anymore. The sound of harpists, musicians, flutists, and
trumpeters shall not be heard in you anymore. No craftsman of any craft shall be
found in you anymore, and the sound of a millstone shall not be heard in you
anymore. The light of a lamp shall not shine in you anymore, and the voice of
bridegroom and bride shall not be heard in you anymore. For your merchants
were the great men of the earth, for by your sorcery all the nations were
deceived. And in her was found the blood of prophets and saints, and of all who
were slain on the earth.” (Rev 18:1-24)
Then the men [! 2 angels] said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here? Son–in-law,
your sons, your daughters, and whomever you have in the city - take them out of
this place! For we will destroy this place, because the outcry against them has
grown great before the face of the Lord, and the Lord has sent us to destroy it.”
So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who had married his daughters,
and said, “Get up, get out of this place; for the Lord will destroy this city!” But to
his sons-in-law he seemed to be joking. (Gen 19:12-14)
The sun had risen upon the earth when Lot entered Zoar. Then the Lord rained
brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the Lord out of the heavens.
So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, and
what grew on the ground. But his wife looked back behind him, and she became a
pillar of salt. And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he stood
before the Lord. Then he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the
land of the plain; and he saw, and behold, the smoke of the land which went up
like the smoke of a furnace. (Gen 19:23-28)
‘The whole land is brimstone, salt, and burning; it is not sown, nor does it bear,
nor does any grass grow there, like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah,
Admah, and Zeboiim, which the Lord overthrew in His anger and His wrath.’
(Deu 29:23)
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