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Body and Spirit

These scriptures show that God is Spirit and like fire
"For our God is a consuming fire".  (Heb 12:29)

"God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."  (Joh 4:24)

"Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire.
It's smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked
greatly."  (Exo 19:18)

"The sight of the glory of the Lord was like a consuming fire on the top of the mountain
in the eyes of the children of Israel."  (Exo 24:17)

"When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.
And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled
the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues,
as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance."  (Act 2:1-3)

We are made in the image of God.
"So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them."  (Gen 1:27)

"Then Moses went up, also Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel,
and they saw the God of Israel. And there was under His feet as it were a paved work of
sapphire stone, and it was like the very heavens in its clarity."  (Exo 24:9-10)

Here Moses and the others saw the body of the God of Israel. So the Lord also has a visible
body and a Spirit which manifests as like fire. The disciples were able to touch Jesus' glorified
body after His resurrection.  (see Joh 20:24-29)

Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit."  (Joh 3:5-6)

If we look at what Jesus told Nicodemus in Joh 3:6, "That which is born of the flesh is flesh,
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." A man has a body and a spirit. Verse 13 says,
"No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of
Man who is in heaven."  There were many righteous men before Jesus, and yet none of them
had ascended into heaven. Jesus is the only one who has ascended to heaven and now
functions as our high priest, interceding on our behalf. (see Heb 4:14)

"For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God does not give the Spirit by
measure. The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand. He who
believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not
see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."  (Joh 3:34-36)

But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the first fruits of those who
have fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of
the dead.  (1Co 15:20-21)
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So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in
incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is
raised in power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural
body, and there is a spiritual body. And so it is written, "The first man Adam became a
living being." The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.
Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor
does corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep
but we shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed.  (1Co 15:42-45, 50-52)

"But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be
of God and not of us."  (2Co 4:7)

"Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, (! body) yet
the inward man (! spirit) is being renewed day by day."  (2Co 4:16)

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you
may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  (Rom 12:1-2)

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.
(Rom 13:14)

"The precious sons of Zion, valuable as fine gold, how they are regarded as clay pots, the
work of the hands of the potter!"  (Lam 4:2)

"Then the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers - they held the
torches in their left hands and the trumpets in their right hands for blowing - and they
cried, 'The sword of the Lord and of Gideon!"  (Jud 7:20)

Our bodies are like clay pots and the fire within is our spirit, righteous or unrighteous. When
the clay pot (outward man) is broken the light of the spirit (inward man) is revealed. As
Christians we die with Christ by accepting His sacrifice for our sins, and our spirit is reborn,
then we shine the light of righteousness.

Paul and Peter calls our bodies tents.
"For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly
desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, if indeed, having been
clothed, we shall not be found naked. For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened,
not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be
swallowed up by life."  (2Co 5:1-4)

I see, "having been clothed, we shall not be found naked", as a reference to the mantle of
righteousness we will receive, to cover our spiritual body, when we die. Also, "For we know
that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens", as a reference to the person's earthly body at the
resurrection, being transformed into a perfect heavenly body, when we receive the reward of
eternal life. We will dwell in the house of God, which was created in the beginning by God for
the righteous to dwell in, on the new earth. (see Rev 21)
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"Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you,
knowing that shortly I must put off my tent as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me."
(2Pe 1:13-14)

Under the Old Covenant the Spirit of God was only given to righteous Kings and Prophets.

Saul is chosen to be King
And Saul answered and said, "Am I not a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of
Israel, and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then do
you speak this to me?"  (1Sa 9:21)

As they were going down to the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, "Tell the
servant to go on ahead of us." And he went on. "But you stand here awhile, that I may
announce to you the word of God." Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his
head, and kissed him and said: "Is it not because the Lord has anointed you commander
over His inheritance?"  (1Sa 9:27 - 10:1)

"Then the Spirit of the Lord will come upon you, and you will prophesy with them and be
turned into another man. And let it be, when these signs come to you, that you do as the
occasion demands; for God is with you. You shall go down before me to Gilgal; and surely
I will come down to you to offer burnt offerings and make sacrifices of peace offerings.
Seven days you shall wait, till I come to you and show you what you should do." So it was,
when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, that God gave him another heart; and all
those signs came to pass that day. When they came there to the hill, there was a group
of prophets to meet him; then the Spirit of God came upon him, and he prophesied
among them.  (1Sa 10:6-10)

Saul's 1st Offence
And some of the Hebrews crossed over the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. As for
Saul, he was still in Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling. Then he waited
seven days, according to the time set by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and
the people were scattered from him. So Saul said, "Bring a burnt offering and peace
offerings here to me." And he offered the burnt offering. Now it happened, as soon as
he had finished presenting the burnt offering, that Samuel came; and Saul went out to
meet him, that he might greet him. And Samuel said, "What have you done?" Saul said,
"When I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that you did not come within
the days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered together at Michmash, then I said,
'The Philistines will now come down on me at Gilgal, and I have not made supplication to
the Lord.' Therefore I felt compelled, and offered a burnt offering." And Samuel said
to Saul, "You have done foolishly. You have not kept the commandment of the Lord your
God, which He commanded you. For now the Lord would have established your kingdom
over Israel forever. But now your kingdom shall not continue. (#1) The Lord has sought
for Himself a man after His own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be
commander over His people, because you have not kept what the Lord commanded you."
Then Samuel arose and went up from Gilgal to Gibeah of Benjamin. And Saul numbered
the people present with him, about six hundred men.  (1Sa 13:7-15)
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Saul's 2nd Offence
Samuel also said to Saul, "The Lord sent me to anoint you king over His people, over
Israel. Now therefore, heed the voice of the words of the Lord. Thus says the Lord of
hosts: 'I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he ambushed him on the way
when he came up from Egypt. Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that
they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child,
ox and sheep, camel and donkey.' "  (1Sa 15:1-3)

And Saul attacked the Amalekites, from Havilah all the way to Shur, which is east of
Egypt. He also took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the
people with the edge of the sword. But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of
the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and were unwilling to
utterly destroy them. But everything despised and worthless, that they utterly
destroyed.  (1Sa 15:7-9)

Saul is rejected as king
Now the word of the Lord came to Samuel, saying, "I greatly regret that I have set up
Saul as king, for he has turned back from following Me, and has not performed My
commandments." (#2) And it grieved Samuel, and he cried out to the Lord all night.
(1Sa 15:10-11)

Pride and self importance creeps into Saul's heart
So when Samuel rose early in the morning to meet Saul, it was told Samuel, saying, "Saul
went to Carmel, and indeed, he set up a monument for himself; and he has gone on
around, passed by, and gone down to Gilgal."  (1Sa 15:12)

Then Samuel went to Saul, and Saul said to him, "Blessed are you of the Lord! I have
performed the commandment of the Lord." But Samuel said, "What then is this bleating
of the sheep in my ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?"  (1Sa 15:13-14)

And Saul said, "They have brought them from the Amalekites; for the people spared the
best of the sheep and the oxen, to sacrifice to the Lord your God; and the rest we have
utterly destroyed." Then Samuel said to Saul, "Be quiet! And I will tell you what the Lord
said to me last night." And he said to him, "Speak on." So Samuel said, "When you were
little in your own eyes, were you not head of the tribes of Israel? And did not the Lord
anoint you king over Israel? Now the Lord sent you on a mission, and said, 'Go, and
utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are
consumed.' Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord? Why did you swoop down
on the spoil, and do evil in the sight of the Lord?" And Saul said to Samuel, "But I have
obeyed the voice of the Lord, and gone on the mission on which the Lord sent me, and
brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. But the
people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of things which should have been
utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the Lord your God in Gilgal."
So Samuel said: "Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than
the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity
and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He also has rejected you
from being king." (#3)
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Then Saul said to Samuel, "I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of
the Lord and your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice. Now
therefore, please pardon my sin, and return with me, that I may worship the Lord."
But Samuel said to Saul, "I will not return with you, for you have rejected the word of
the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you from being king over Israel." (#4) And as Samuel
turned around to go away, Saul seized the edge of his robe, and it tore. So Samuel said
to him, "The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today, and has given it to a
neighbour of yours, who is better than you. (#5) And also the Strength of Israel will not
lie nor relent. For He is not a man, that He should relent." Then he said, "I have sinned;
yet honor me now, please, before the elders of my people and before Israel, and return
with me, that I may worship the Lord your God." So Samuel turned back after Saul, and
Saul worshipped the Lord. Then Samuel said, "Bring Agag king of the Amalekites here to
me." So Agag came to him cautiously. And Agag said, "Surely the bitterness of death is
past." But Samuel said, "As your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother
be childless among women." And Samuel hacked Agag in pieces before the Lord in Gilgal.
Then Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went up to his house at Gibeah of Saul. And
Samuel went no more to see Saul until the day of his death. Nevertheless Samuel
mourned for Saul, and the Lord regretted that He had made Saul king over Israel. (#6)

(1Sa 15:15-35)

Now the Lord said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected
him from reigning over Israel? (#7) Fill your horn with oil, and go; I am sending you to
Jesse the Bethlehemite. For I have provided Myself a king among his sons." And Samuel
said, "How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me." But the Lord said, "Take a heifer
with you, and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.' Then invite Jesse to the
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; you shall anoint for Me the one I name to
you."  (1Sa 16:1-3)

So it was, when they came, that he looked at Eliab and said, "Surely the Lord's anointed
is before Him!" But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at his
physical stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for
man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart."  (1Sa 16:6-7)

When David is anointed : Saul loses, and David receives the Spirit of the Lord
And Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all the young men here?" Then he said, "There remains
yet the youngest, and there he is, keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send
and bring him. For we will not sit down till he comes here." So he sent and brought him in.
Now he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and good-looking. And the Lord said, "Arise, anoint
him; for this is the one!" Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst
of his brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. So
Samuel arose and went to Ramah. But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and a
distressing spirit from the Lord troubled him.  (1Sa 16:11-14)

Saul begins to hate David after the following event and then seeks to kill him
Now it had happened as they were coming home, when David was returning from the
slaughter of the Philistine, that the women had come out of all the cities of Israel,
singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with joy, and with musical
instruments. So the women sang as they danced, and said: "Saul has slain his thousands,
and David his ten thousands."
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Then Saul was very angry, and the saying displeased him; and he said, "They have
ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed only thousands. Now what
more can he have but the kingdom?" So Saul eyed David from that day forward.
(1Sa 18:6-9)

So David fled and escaped, and went to Samuel at Ramah, and told him all that Saul had
done to him. And he and Samuel went and stayed in Naioth. Now it was told Saul, saying,
"Take note, David is at Naioth in Ramah!" Then Saul sent messengers to take David. And
when they saw the group of prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing as leader over
them, the Spirit of God came upon the messengers of Saul, and they also prophesied.
And when Saul was told, he sent other messengers, and they prophesied likewise. Then
Saul sent messengers again the third time, and they prophesied also. Then he also went
to Ramah, and came to the great well that is at Sechu. So he asked, and said, "Where
are Samuel and David?" And someone said, "Indeed they are at Naioth in Ramah." So he
went there to Naioth in Ramah. Then the Spirit of God was upon him also, and he went on
and prophesied until he came to Naioth in Ramah. And he also stripped off his clothes
and prophesied before Samuel in like manner, and lay down naked all that day and all that
night. Therefore they say, "Is Saul also among the prophets?" Then David fled from
Naioth in Ramah, ......   (1Sa 19:18 - 20:1)

Note that Saul came to Samuel at Naioth, Samuel did not come to see Saul.
Why did Saul strip off his clothes? I see this as the sign that Saul's kingdom was given to his
successor David. In a similar manner when Aaron goes up to die on the mountain, his robes
of the priesthood are removed and placed on his son Eleazar, signifying the transfer of the
responsibility, for the sanctuary of the Lord.

Then the Lord said to Aaron: "You and your sons and your father's house with you shall
bear the iniquity related to the sanctuary, and you and your sons with you shall bear the
iniquity associated with your priesthood. Also bring with you your brethren of the tribe
of Levi, the tribe of your father, that they may be joined with you and serve you while
you and your sons are with you before the tabernacle of witness."  (Num 18:1-2)

"Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and bring them up to Mount Hor; and strip Aaron of his
garments and put them on Eleazar his son; for Aaron shall be gathered to his people and
die there." So Moses did just as the Lord commanded, and they went up to Mount Hor in
the sight of all the congregation. Moses stripped Aaron of his garments and put them on
Eleazar his son; and Aaron died there on the top of the mountain. Then Moses and
Eleazar came down from the mountain.  (Num 20:25-28)

Then Samuel died; and the Israelites gathered together and lamented for him, and
buried him at his home in Ramah. And David arose and went down to the Wilderness of
Paran.  (1Sa 25:1)

Now Samuel had died, and all Israel had lamented for him and buried him in Ramah, in his
own city. And Saul had put the mediums and the spiritists out of the land.  (1Sa 28:3)
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When Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled
greatly. And when Saul inquired of the Lord, the Lord did not answer him, either by
dreams or by Urim or by the prophets. Then Saul said to his servants, "Find me a woman
who is a medium, that I may go to her and inquire of her." And his servants said to him,
"In fact, there is a woman who is a medium at En Dor."  (1Sa 28:5-7)

And Saul swore to her by the Lord, saying, "As the Lord lives, no punishment shall come
upon you for this thing." Then the woman said, "Whom shall I bring up for you?" And he
said, "Bring up Samuel for me." When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud
voice. And the woman spoke to Saul, saying, "Why have you deceived me? For you are
Saul!" And the king said to her, "Do not be afraid. What did you see?" And the woman
said to Saul, "I saw a spirit ascending out of the earth." So he said to her, "What is his
form?" And she said, "An old man is coming up, and he is covered with a mantle." And
Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground and
bowed down. Now Samuel said to Saul, "Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?"
And Saul answered, "I am deeply distressed; for the Philistines make war against me,
and God has departed from me and does not answer me anymore, neither by prophets
nor by dreams. Therefore I have called you, that you may reveal to me what I should
do." Then Samuel said: "So why do you ask me, seeing the Lord has departed from you
and has become your enemy? And the Lord has done for Himself as He spoke by me. For
the Lord has torn the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbour, David.
Because you did not obey the voice of the Lord nor execute His fierce wrath upon
Amalek, therefore the Lord has done this thing to you this day. Moreover the Lord will
also deliver Israel with you into the hand of the Philistines. And tomorrow you and your
sons will be with me. The Lord will also deliver the army of Israel into the hand of the
Philistines." Immediately Saul fell full length on the ground, and was dreadfully afraid
because of the words of Samuel. And there was no strength in him, for he had eaten no
food all day or all night.  (1Sa 28:10-20)

The first thing I notice is that 'Samuel came up to Saul' which fulfils,  'And Samuel went no
more to see Saul until the day of his death.'  (1Sa 15:35)
Remembering that this is the evening before Saul and his sons are killed in the battle with the
Philistines on Mount Gilboa.  (for the account of battle see 1Sa 31)

Some people say that this is a demon talking to Saul, but the Bible makes no mention of a
demon? On the contrary, everything Samuel mentions is true, and he even makes reference
to Saul tearing the edge of his robe. Some people also say; "that when people die they just
sleep in the ground waiting for judgement day," this is not entirely true according to the
following scriptures.

"If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life maimed,
rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched -
where 'Their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched'."
(Mar 9:43-44 also see 45-48)

Jesus repeats that phrase three times, so it must be important! The word 'worm' is
singular and looking it up in the dictionary reveals that figuratively 'worm' means inward
torment.
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The rich man and Lazarus
"So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The
rich man also died and was buried. "And being in torment in Hades, he lifted up his eyes
and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. "Then he cried and said, 'Father
Abraham, have mercy on me, send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water
and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.' "But Abraham said, 'Son,
remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil
things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 'And besides all this, between us
and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you
cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.' "Then he said, 'I beg you therefore,
father, that you would send him to my father's house, 'for I have five brothers, that he
may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.' "Abraham said to
him, 'They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.' "And he said, 'No father
Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' "But he said to him,
'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one
rise from the dead.' "  (Luk 16:22-31)

The meaning of the word 'gathered'
Now in the seven plentiful years the ground brought forth abundantly. So he gathered
up all the food of the seven years which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food
in the cities; he laid up in every city the food of the fields which surrounded them.
Joseph gathered very much grain, as the sand of the sea, until he stopped counting, for
it was immeasurable.  (Gen 41:47-49)
Now there was no bread in all the land; for the famine was very severe, so that the land
of Egypt and the land of Canaan languished because of the famine. And Joseph gathered
up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, for the
grain which they bought; and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh's house.
(Gen 47:13-14)
Now the manna was like coriander seed, and its color like the color of bdellium. The
people went about and gathered it, ground it on millstones or beat it in the mortar,
cooked it in pans, and made cakes of it; and its taste was like the taste of pastry
prepared with oil. And when the dew fell on the camp in the night, the manna fell on it.
(Num 11:7-9)
Then Moses gathered all the congregation of the children of Israel together, and
said to them, "These are the words which the Lord has commanded you to do: Work shall
be done for six days, but the seventh day shall be a holy day for you, a Sabbath of rest
to the Lord. Whoever does any work on it shall be put to death. You shall kindle no fire
throughout your dwellings on the Sabbath day."  (Exo 35:1-3)

The spirits of the righteous people are gathered together
Then Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old man and full of years,
and was gathered to his people.  (Gen 25:8)
So Isaac breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his people, being old and full
of days. And his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.  (Gen 35:29)
And when Jacob had finished commanding his sons, he drew his feet up into the bed and
breathed his last, and was gathered to his people.  (Gen 49:33)
"Aaron shall be gathered to his people, for he shall not enter the land which I have
given to the children of Israel, because you rebelled against My word at the water of
Meribah."  (Num 20:24)
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Now the Lord said to Moses: "Go up into Mount Abarim, and see the land which I have
given to the children of Israel. And when you have seen it, you also shall be gathered to
your people, as Aaron your brother was gathered."  (Num 27:12-13)

The Lord God of Israel's promise to the righteous King Josiah
"Surely, therefore, I will gather you to your fathers, and you shall be gathered to
your grave in peace; and your eyes shall not see all the calamity which I will bring on
this place." So they brought back word to the king.  (2Ki 22:20)

Enoch from 'The lost book of Enoch' by Joseph B. Lumpkin
And I went out to another place west where there was a mountain and hard rock. And
there was in it four hollow places, deep and wide and very smooth. How smooth are the
hollow places and looked deep and dark. Then Raphael answered, one of the holy angels
who was with me, and said to me: 'These hollow places have been created for this very
purpose, that the spirits of the souls of the dead should be gathered here, that all the
souls of the children of men should brought together here. And these places have been
made to receive them until the day of their judgment and until the period appointed,
until the great judgment comes on them.' I saw the spirit of a dead man, and his voice
went out to heaven and made petitions. And I asked Raphael the angel who was with me,
and I said to him: 'This spirit which petitions, Whose is it, whose voice goes up and
petitions heaven?' And he answered me saying: 'This is the spirit which went out from
Abel, whom his brother Cain slew, and he makes his suit against him until his offspring is
destroyed from the face of the earth, and his offspring are annihilated from among the
children of men.' Then I asked, regarding all the hollow places: 'Why is one separated
from the other?' And he answered me and said to me: 'These three have been made
that the spirits of the dead might be separated. Divisions have been made for the
spirits of the righteous, in which there is the bright spring of water. And one for
sinners when they die and are buried in the earth and judgment has not been executed
on them in their lifetime. Here their spirits shall be set apart in this great pain until the
great day of judgment and punishment and torment of those who curse for ever and
retribution for their spirits. There He shall bind them for ever. And such a division has
been made for the spirits of those who make their petitions, who make disclosures
concerning their destruction, when they were slain in the days of the sinners. Such has
been made for the spirits of men who were not righteous but sinners, who were complete
in transgression, and of the transgressors they shall be companions, but their spirits
shall not be destroyed in the day of judgment nor shall they be raised from here.' Then
I blessed the Lord of glory and said: 'Blessed be my Lord, the Lord of righteousness,
who rules for ever.'  (Enoch 22:1-14)

"For we will surely die and become like water spilled on the ground, which cannot be
gathered up again. Yet God does not take away a life; but He devises means, so that His
banished ones are not expelled from Him."  (2Sa 14:14)

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to
God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, by whom also He went
and preached to the spirits in prison, who formerly were disobedient, when once the
Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in
which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water.  (1Pe 3:18-20)
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For this reason the gospel was preached also to those who are dead, that they might be
judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.  (1Pe 4:6)

For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered
them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; and did not spare the
ancient world, but saved Noah.......then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of
temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment, and
especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise
authority.  (2Pe 2:4, 9-10)

"For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even so the Son gives life to
whom He will. For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son,
that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the
Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears
My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into
judgment, but has passed from death into life. Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is
coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who
hear will live. For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have
life in Himself, and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the
Son of Man. Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the
graves will hear His voice and come forth - those who have done good, to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.
I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I
do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me."  (Joh 5:21-30)

So, how do I know that hell isn't the final judgement of the lake of fire?
Hell does not survive long after giving up the dead!

Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and
the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small
and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened,
which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the
things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and
Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each
one according to his works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is
the second death. And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the
lake of fire.  (Rev 20:11-15)

Your dead shall live; Together with my dead body they shall arise. Awake and sing, you
who dwell in the dust; For your dew is like the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out
the dead.  (Isa 26:19)

"For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the
Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth."  (Mat 12:40)

Now while they were staying in Galilee, Jesus said to them, "The Son of Man is about to
be betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill Him, and the third day He will be
raised up." And they were exceedingly sorrowful.  (Mat 17:22-23 also see Mat 20:19,
Mar 10:34 and Luk 18:33)
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Hebrew 11 describes the righteous people of God and concludes with verses 39 & 40. They
are also still waiting for the resurrection.

These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off
were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth. For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a
homeland. And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come
out, they would have had opportunity to return. But now they desire a better, that is a
heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has
prepared a city for them.
And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the
promise, God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made
perfect apart from us.  (Heb 11:13-16, 39-40)

The Lord's promise to Daniel
"But you, go your way till the end; for you shall rest, and will arise to your inheritance at
the end of the days."  (Dan 12:13)

New heavens and new earth
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night (! unexpected), in which the
heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat;
both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.
Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in
which righteousness dwells.  (2Pe 3:10, 13)

Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away. Also there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city, New
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is
with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be
with them and be their God.  (Rev 21:1-3)

When we have received the Spirit of God (born again) we should walk by the Spirit
I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the
flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to
one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. But if you are led by the
Spirit, you are not under the law.

You cannot be prosecuted for any righteous work you are doing, because you are doing
nothing wrong!!!

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish
ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of
which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control. Against such there is no law. And those who are Christ's have crucified the
flesh with it's passions and desires.
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If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not become conceited,
provoking one another, envying one another. Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any
trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness,
considering yourself lest you also be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill
the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is nothing, he
deceives himself. But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have
rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. For each one shall bear his own load.
(Gal 5:16 - 6:5)

Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one
another, according to Christ Jesus, that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
(Rom 15:5-6)
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